IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-3) 


/.-^^ 


4^ 


€  ^^4^ 


1.0 


I.I 


t& 


■tt  Itt   12.2 


us 

KS 

u 

Wuu 


IM 


L25  IH  1.4 


ISA 

■  1.6 


Z 


'/ 


w 


Hiotographic 

Sciences 

CorporatiQn 


23  WIST  MAIN  STRHT 

WnSTIt.N.Y.  14SM 

(71«)  173-4503 


CIHM/ICMH 

CIHIVI/ICIVIH 

Microfiche 

Collection  de 

Series. 

microfiches. 

0 

0 

Canadian  Institute  for  Historicai  IMicroraproduc 

tions  i 

i 

f  inttitut  Canadian  de  microreproductions  histoi 

■iques 

Technical  and  Bibliographic  Notes/Notes  techniques  et  bibliographiques 


The  Institute  has  attempted  to  obtain  the  best 
original  copy  available  for  filming.  Features  of  this 
copy  which  may  lie  bibiiographically  unique, 
which  may  alter  any  of  the  images  in  the 
reproduction,  or  which  may  significantly  change 
the  usual  method  of  filming,  are  checlced  below. 


D 


D 


D 


D 


D 


D 


Coloured  covers/ 
Couverture  de  couleur 


I      I    Covers  damaged/ 


Couverture  endommag^e 

Covers  restored  and/or  laminated/ 
Couverture  restaurde  et/ou  peiliculde 


'      I    Cover  title  missing/ 


Le  titre  de  couverture  manque 


!      I    Coloured  maps/ 


Cartes  g6ographiques  en  couleur 

Coloured  inic  (i.e.  other  than  blue  or  blacit)/ 
Encre  de  couleur  (i.e.  autre  que  bieue  ou  noire) 


I     I    Coloured  plates  and/or  illustrations/ 


Planches  et/ou  illustrations  en  couleur 


Bound  with  other  material/ 
Reii6  avec  d'autres  documents 


FT]    Tight  binding  may  cause  shadows  or  distortion 


along  interior  margin/ 

La  re  iiure  serr^e  peut  causer  de  i'ombre  ou  de  la 

distortion  ie  long  de  la  marge  intirieure 

Blank  leaves  added  during  restoration  may 
appear  within  the  text.  Whenever  possible,  these 
have  been  omitted  from  filming/ 
II  se  peut  que  certaines  pages  blanches  ajout6es 
lors  d'une  restauration  apparaissent  dans  ie  texte. 
mais.  lorsque  cela  4tait  possible,  ces  pages  n'ont 
pas  6t6  fiimies. 

Additional  comments:/ 
Commentaires  suppi6mentaires: 


L'Institut  a  microfilm^  le  meilleur  exemplaire 
qu'il  lui  a  6ti  possible  de  se  procurer.  Les  details 
de  cet  exemplaire  qui  sont  peut-Atre  uniques  du 
point  de  vue  bibllographique.  qui  peuvent  modifier 
une  image  reproduite,  ou  qui  peuvent  exiger  une 
modification  dans  la  mAthode  normale  de  fllmage 
sont  indiqu6s  cl-dessous. 


I      I   Coloured  pages/ 


D 


This  item  is  filmed  at  the  reduction  ratio  checked  below/ 

Ce  document  est  film6  au  taux  de  rMuction  indiqu6  ci-dessous. 


Pages  de  couleur 

Pages  damaged/ 
Pages  endommagtes 

Pages  restored  and/oi 

Pages  restauries  et/ou  peiiiculies 

Pages  discoloured,  stained  or  foxei 
Pages  d6coior6es.  tachetdes  ou  piqu^es 

Pages  detached/ 
Pages  ddtach^es 


Th 
to 


I — I  Pages  damaged/ 

I — I  Pages  restored  and/or  laminated/ 

r~y\  Pages  discoloured,  stained  or  foxed/ 

I      I  Pages  detached/ 


Showthrough/ 
Transparence 


I      I    Quality  of  print  varies/ 


Quality  in6gale  de  I'impression 

includes  supplementary  material/ 
Comprend  du  materiel  suppiimentaire 

Only  edition  available/ 
Seule  Edition  disponible 


Pages  wholly  or  partially  obscured  by  errata 
slips,  tissues,  etc..  have  been  ref limed  to 
ensure  the  best  possible  image/ 
Les  pages  totaiement  ou  partieilement 
obscurcies  par  un  feuiilet  d'errata,  une  peiure. 
etc.,  ont  6t6  fiimdes  A  nouveau  de  fapon  A 
obtenir  la  meiiieure  image  possible. 


Th 
po 
of 
fiir 


Ori 
bei 
the 
sio 
oth 
firs 
sioi 
or 


Thi 
sha 
TIN 
whi 

Mai 
diff( 
enti 
beg 
righ 
reqi 
met 


10X 

' 

14X 

18X 

• 

22X 

26X 

30X 

X 

• 

12X 

16X 

aox 

24X 

• 

28X 

32X 

lire 

details 
jea  du 
modifiar 
lar  una 
ffilmaga 


Tha  copy  fiimad  hara  haa  baan  raproduead  thanka 
to  tha  ganaroalty  of: 

Library, 

Dtpartmant  off  National  Daftnoa 

Tha  imagaa  appaaring  hara  ara  tha  baat  quality 
poaaibia  eonaidaring  tha  condition  and  laglbility 
of  tha  original  copy  and  In  kaaping  with  tha 
filming  contract  apaciflcatlona. 


Original  copiaa  in  printad  papar  covara  ara  fiimad 
beginning  with  tha  front  covar  and  ending  on 
tha  iaat  page  with  a  printed  or  illuatratad  Imprea- 
aion,  or  the  back  covar  when  appropriate.  All 
other  original  copiaa  are  filmed  beginning  on  the 
f  Irat  page  with  a  printed  or  Illuatratad  Impraa- 
aion,  and  ending  on  the  Iaat  page  with  a  printad 
or  Illuatratad  Impraaalon. 


6es 


L'axemplaira  filmA  fut  reproduit  grflca  A  la 
gAniroait*  da: 

BibliothAqua, 

MinittAra  da  la  DMama  Nationala 

Les  images  suivantes  ont  M  reprodultas  avec  le 
plus  grand  coin,  compta  tenu  de  la  condition  et 
da  la  nattet«  da  I'axamplaira  film*,  et  an 
conformity  avec  let  conditions  du  contrat  da 
filmaga. 

Les  exemplairas  originaux  dent  la  couvarture  en 
papier  eat  imprimti  sont  fiimis  an  commandant 
par  la  premier  plat  at  an  tarminant  soit  par  la 
darnlAre  page  qui  comporta  una  amprainta 
d'impraaaion  ou  d'iliustration,  soit  par  la  second 
plat,  salon  le  caa.  Tous  les  autras  axampiaires 
originaux  aont  f  ilmto  an  commanpant  par  la 
pramlAre  page  qui  comporte  une  empreinta 
d'impraaaion  ou  d'iliustration  at  an  tarminant  par 
la  darnlAre  page  qui  comporta  una  talia 
ampreinte. 


The  iaat  recorded  frame  on  eech  microfiche 
ahall  contain  the  aymbol  — ^'  (meaning  "CON- 
TINUED ").  or  the  aymbol  y  (maening  "END"), 
whichever  appliea. 


Un  dea  symbolas  suivants  apparaitra  sur  la 
darniire  image  de  cheque  microfiche,  selon  le 
cas:  la  symboia  — ►  signifia  "A  SUiVRE",  le 
symbole  V  signifie  "FIN". 


Maps,  platea,  charta,  etc.,  mey  be  filmed  et 
different  reduction  ratios.  Those  too  large  to  be 
entirely  included  in  one  expoaura  are  filmed 
beginning  in  the  upper  left  hand  corner,  left  to 
right  end  top  to  bottom,  ea  many  framea  aa 
required.  The  following  diagrams  illustrate  the 
method: 


Les  certes,  planches,  tableeux,  etc.,  peuvent  6tre 
filmte  A  des  taux  da  reduction  diffirents. 
Lorsque  le  document  est  trop  grand  pour  Atre 
reproduit  en  un  seul  clichA,  il  est  film*  A  partir 
de  i'angle  supArieur  geuche,  de  gauche  i  droite, 
at  de  heut  en  bes,  en  prenant  le  nombre 
d'imagas  nAcessaira.  Les  diagrammas  suivants 
illustrant  le  mithode. 


errata 
d  to 

t 

a  pelure, 

on  A 


1 

2 

3 

32X 


1 

2 

3 

'      4 

5 

6 

.  ■g"j*jt^4 


-     ^1  ;-.r,-t  •#>,''   ' . 


=LniJ= 


:-\ 


Jii  35-/^  ^ 


HISTORICAL  ACCOUNT 


OP  THB  MOST  CELEBRATED 


VOYAGES, 

TRAVELS,  AND  DISCOVERIES, 


FROM   THE 


TIME  OF  COLUMBUS 


♦V. 


TO   THK 


PRESENT  PEKIOD. 


••  Hm  ipia  inde  tuUt  olbau  fedula  >r«t.»      04^ 


6y  WILLIAM  MAVOR,  LL.D. 


VOL.  IV. 


L  0  N  Dd  Nt 

VRINTBD    FOR     B.    NBWBiaT^ 
ST.  PAUL*S  CHURCH-YARD* 

1796. 


.■{**>i; 


C( 


yjrAGEi 

"    GoodF. 

Voyage  of  i 

the  a 


Ulhal 


'1     :.    ''rV 


H 


\ 


CONTENTS  OF  VOL.  IV. 


J/JTAGE  of  Peter  Kolben,  A.  M,  to  the  Cape  of 

^   Good  Hope t  -  -  Page  i 

Voyage  of  Captains  Clipper  ton  and  Shelvock,  round 

the  Globe,  -  -  -        6i 

Voyage  ofTXmmodore  Roggeiueinj  for  the  Difco- 

*very  of  a  Southern  Continent 9  -       v  -     Hf 

Voyage  of  Commodore  Anfon,  round  the  fVerldj  1+7 

Voyage  of  Don  George  Juan  and  Don  Antonio  de 

UlUa,  to  SoutbAmrica,  •  -      tji 


/ 


/ 


I  ■  ■  ,f*f    ■ 


•    4 


^01 

cdUcatii 
His  aci 

fomw  1] 

jiiart  of 
fources, 
everjr  re 
•  Wha 

ism  par 
our  mii 

h 

■"J 


';!'•;  •-.-^.-<,j  '^  Voyage  or 


i^l'-;.    ■   ;'>\< 


A.M. 


CAPE  OF  GOOD  HOPE. 


KOX'BEN  was  a  gentleman  and  a  fcholdi'. 
Nature  formed  him  fo^  a  tJrjivSll^ira  and 
education  qualified  him  to  dcfcrftie  lyhat  hie  fa^',; 
His  account  of  the  Hottentots;  ^ib^n  Tontf 
lifteemed  for  its  accuracy  and  autheiitlcity,  ana 
forms  the  balis  of  fubfequcnt  coittj^iia^onii ;  ^nd 
though  following  travellers  have  Aipeiffeded  fom6 
Jiart  of  hit  remarks,  by  fuller  details  ffr^n  frcfhel^ 
Sources,  hi^  voyage  will  always  retain  <i.  ^iace  xtk 
every  rcfpedable  collection  of  this  kiiid .  ♦ 

When  a  roanvfo  wjB*!  <luali$ed  10  l;j/^f^^^  % 
^tenim  Kolbeti  was>  |^tcs  hil  ritt^^tlpiiT  j^bijl 
fxk  pjttfbniyre  ihould  be  ddiig>%|^*.My:ftliCe  t0 
our  ivjiders^  did  weaker  lilft  miiiittfer1§pi^ 
The  alterationi  or  omillions  which  V^^^v^iillacial^^ 
#m  hc^joiily  fucti  as  Kolbfin  ^Milill^  i^dea 
£adlf5  Hi^till  the  ptefent  |)el||yti^iiMt^^^ 


:^- 


A#ljiad  eal^ln  fays  otir  atith^ 
IliP^^rft^^maj'biriiiag^^ 
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nerous  patron^  Baroii  Van  Krofick^  privy  counfel* 
lor  to  his  Pruffian  majefty,  and  whom  I  had  the 
honour  to  ferve  in  quality  of  fecretary,  that  if  it 
met  my  approbation^  he  was  readyJCo  fei^d  me«  at 
his  own  charge,  to  refide  at  the  Cape  of  6o6d 
Hope»  in  order  to  make  agronomical  obfenrations 
in  that  diftant  extremity  of  Africa.  With  the 
deepeft  fenfe  of  gratitude  I  exprelTed  my  ac- 
knowledgments for  this  unfolicited  goodnefs; 
and  my  noble  patron  having  fettled  an  annual 
falary  for  my  maintenance,  I  prepared  for  my 
voyage.  From  Berlin  I  proceeded  to  Amfterdam> 
where  I  embarked  on  lK)ard  the  Union^  one  of 
tlie  Dutch  £aft  India  ihips  then  lying  in  the 
Texel. 

It  was  on  the  8th  of  January  1705,  that  the 
Union  fet  fail,  with  eight  more  of  the  Compa- 
ny's ihips,  bound,  for  Uie  Bad  Indies  >  and  on 
the  13th  of  March,  fleering  round  St.  Jago,  one 
of  the  Cape  de  Verd  lilands,  we  had  a  diftind 
view  of  the  rocks  and  mountains,  and  of  the 
(ituation  and  extent  of  the  city  bearing  the  fame 
name. 

After  fainting  the  caftle  of  the  harbour  of 
Braya  with  fifteen  gun^  which  was  returned,  we 
were  vifited  by  a  Portoguefe  gentleman,  accom<^ 
(ianied  by  «  ^wo  Romiih  prieil,  who  had  been 
educatea  ik  ,w  univerfity  of  St.  Jago,  and  re- 
ceived orders,  the  better  to  promote  the  conver-^ 
iipn  of  hit  conntrymen.  ^  Th^  were  liberally  en* 
tertained  on  Iboyu  and  the  rather,  befides  other 
things,  ate  attoHtwo  pounds  of  Dutch  cheefo 
and  drank  an  ailoniihing  quantitv  of  brandy; 
after  whic^  j^  fung,  danced,  and  mewed  fo  ma« 
ny  exttzY40nf^G9,  as  convinced   us  all,  that 


that 
hough 
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tliough  he  might.be  but  an  indifferent  prieft/  he 
would  make  an  excellent  harlequin. 

At  parting,  this  ecclefiaftic  invited  feveral  of  us 
to  dine  with  him«  and  to  view  what  he  called 
his  tine  library.  The  invitation  was  accepted  | 
and  two  days  after  we  waited  on  hiiii  at  hi^ 
houfe^  where  he  received  and  entertained  ns  in 
the  beft  llyle  he  could ;  making  a  difplay  of  hii 
library,  which  coniifled. of  a  body  of  me  civil 
law,  (of  which  he  gave  us  to  under^^nd  he  waj 
do£tor)  fome  popiih  legendsj  and  a  few  brevia- 
ries. 

On  the  18th  we  paid  a  vifit  to  the  governor  a^ 
the  caflle.  He  introduced  us  to  his  lady,  whtt 
was  furrounded  by  feveral  women,  in'l^er  own 
apartment>  and  received  us  with  much  polite;^ 
nefs  5  lurnifhing  us  with  a  repaft  of  bread,  but- 
ter, and  (Jheefe  5  which  civility  we  returned  by 
making  her  a  prefent  of  a  paper  of  toba^co^ 
which  (he  and  attendants  began  fmoking  in  our 
prefence. 

During  our  flay  at  Braya,  it  was  in  conteiur 
plation  to  take  a  trip  to  St.  Jago,  but  we  weTe 
diiluaded  from  this  deiign.  The  ways  were 
reprefented  as  ileep  and  rugged,  and  the  ground 
fo  hot  and  parched,  from  a  deficiency  of  rain, 
that  the  flaves  fometimes  fainted  by  the  way  for 
want  of  refrelhments. 

Meanwhile,  the  Ihips  wooded,  watered,  and 
took  in  freih  provifions,  tocher  with*  every 
fpecies  of  fruit  produced  i^euiBycb  were  fo  un- 
commonly cheap,  that  I  punii^  one  hundred 
fweet  oranges  for  half  a  paper  of  pins,  and  five 
fat  fWls  for  the  other, half. 

We  left  the  harbour  of  Braya  dn  tW| 
Mardi.     After  encountering  feveral  temp 
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thun^pr  Vfid  U|()itnUig  J  on  die,  Otb  ip/  April*  » 
vivid  iiil)h,^Ilqwe4 1^  a  noife  like  tim  report  of 
a  oaiSnon^  ftartl^d  9^  on  board.  The  qiptaui*  who 
was  i^t  bi(|eakfaft  i|»  the  cabin^  finfi^^g  that 
^DHtperibn'hfi^  prefumed  to  diyCc^Mim  one  of 
p(^  great  mi^  Hpn  in  a  rasre  ^-poniih  the  ag- 

pnor,  whe^y  $0»  hit  afioQiflinaieDt,  lie  found  the 

remaft  ibfy^dtiy  the  lightning  J  but  no  far- 
ther,  ipjar)t  oone  to  any  one.  When  we  began  to 
Tt&eGt,  il^  under  this  lay  the  powder  room,  in 
whick  w^  Jiad  three  thoufand  <|uintal8  of  that 
dangero^  commodity,  every  mail's  heart  funk 
Vithia  him;  and  I  moold  hope  felt  (ome  fenfa- 
tions  pf  gratitude  to  the  author  of  our  prefer  vation. 

On  the  lOth  of  June,  we  deicried  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and  nexi  day  anchored  fafely  in  tl^e 
harbour.  Being  introduced  to  the  governor,  and 
tulving  produced  my  recommendatory  letters^ 
that  gentleman  received  me  in  a  veiry  friendly 
vond  alfable  manner*  and  foon  aligned  me  a  com* 
Aodious  habitation. 

Notwithftanding  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  was 
j^covered  io  early  by  the  portuguefe  as  1493, 
.^ot  one  of  them  landed  thjcre  till  hve  years  after- 
Wards;  when  the  Portuguefe  admiral,  Rio  d*In:- 
fante,  went  aihore^  in  his  voyage  to  India.  On 
his  return^  he  depi^d  the  advantag^.-s- of  the 
place  in  fuch  ilroug  coloin^  to  King  Bmanuel, 
that  it  ^was  refolved  to  form  a  fettlement  there} 
^tti  thin  was  pot  immediately  carried  into  execu- 

At  length  I^PRfco  d'Almadei,  viceroy  of 
Jlrajil,  retufning  ii-pm  his  government  with  a 
ileet  for  Portugal,  took  his  isourfe  by  the  Cape  r 
an4  <:^ftipg;,{m^bor  thei^,  fent  a  party^  on-  Amm^  to 
Umc  for  ciS^f}m  th«y  w^re  repuUed  by  th^. 
y .    r  *#«^   '        ^-    ■  native^ 


MMhi 
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nstives,  and  driven  back  to  the  (hips.  On,  t^is> 
the  viceroy  >vas  importuned  to  land  them  win 
with  a  reinforcement :  and  to  put  himfelr  ahd 
eleven  captains  at  their  head.  His  excellency 
yielded  with  relu^nce,  and  Teemed  to  prefago 
the  iflfue;  for  having  got  into  the  long-boat« 
with  a  dejeded  look,  he  exclaimed,  *<  Ah  whither 
do  you  carry  feventy  years  1**  for  that  was  his  a^e. 

Being  landed,  one  of  the  men  refuiing  to  give 
a  Hottentot  a  pair  of  brafs  buckles  he  had  in  his 
ihoes,  which  the  favage  wiihed  for,  this  unwill- 
ingnefs  to  oblige  was  conftrued  into  an  infult, 
and  gave  rile  to  a  bloody  affray.  The  Hotten- 
tots who  were  prefent  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  their 
countryman,  and  fell  on  the  Portuguei'e  with 
fuch  fury,  that  fcventy-five  of  them  were  laid 
dead  on  the  iliore,  among  whom  was  the  aged 
viceroy,  while  the  reft  fled  in  confulion  to  their 
ihips. 

Mortified  at  this  lofs  and  difgrace,  the  Portu- 
guefe  vowed  revenge  j  but  after  fmothering  it 
for  two  or  three  years,  a  fleet  from  the. Indies 
touched  here;  and  the  Fortuguefe  knowing 
what  a  value  the  natives  fet  on  brafs,  landed  a 
large  brafs  cannon,  deeply  loaded,  to  the  naouth 
of  which  they  faflehea  two  long  rop<:s.  The 
•Hottentot8>  tranfported  with  joy  at  tlie  fight  of 
fo  large  a  piece  of  their  admired  metal,  laid 
hold  of  the  two  ropes  in  gteat  numbers,  as  they 
were  direfted/  in  order  to  drag  it  along.  Thus  a 
great  body  of  them  extending  in  two  flies,  full  in 
3ie  range  of  the  fhot,  were  iuddenly  cut  off. 
The  flaughter  was  terrible,  and  thofe  who  efcap- 
ed  wkh  life,  fled^Up  into  the  country  in  the 
wlldeft  confternatioH.^ '  After  this  exploit,  which 
reflefted  little  credit  on  the  Portugucfe,  they  re- 
^i T  B  3  embark- 


c^barto3>  f»tiAt«d  with  revenge ;  and  f^om  that 
4iir^jbrWiA;f|^«  the  very  fi^  of  fire  arms  has  beea 
^e^ufe  of' terror  to  the  Hottentots. 

There  iM^e  np  docunimtf  to  prove  that  any 
])^UrO|M»fnfi^*;eFwards  kpded  at  th»  Cape«  tiU 
&year  l600i  when  it  began  to  be  vifitcd  by 
fiicVTtnc^,  Dutch,  and  Engtifli,  in  their  differ- 
^t  TQyiJcs  to  and  frooa,  the  esift',  However,  in 
^50,  a  Dutch  fleet  anchoring  before  it,  Mr.  Van 
ijliebec^,  jine  of  the  furgeons  obfcry  ng  that  the 
country  vtras  well  ftocked  with  cattle,  the  foil 
r^chi  die  harbour  c^nimpdious,  and  the  people 
tra(^b!e,  digeflfid  his  obfervations}  and  on  his 
return  to  .Holland,  laid  them  before  the  Direc- 
tors of  th|[  India  Company  J  who,  after  mature 
deliberatioi),  rdblyed  to  attempt  a  fettlement  at 
tlike  Cape,  without  l(^s  of  time. 

Accordingly  four  Ihips  were  immediately  or- 
dered out  on  that  delign,  with  all  the  materials, 
ixnpletnents,  and  aruticerft  reqiii(ite  for  fuch  an 
9Xp6di^iicm,  Van  Ricbeck  was  appointed  gover- 
|ior  and  commander  in  iphief  of  the  fettlement  be 
had  piroje^tiid,  with  ppwef  to  treat  wiUi  the  Hot- 
tj^nitoi^-jind  niaH^  Ayl^i  regulationfr  he  ihould 
$ndiw^:^ry,  .^  ■.■lol-^'"-  -^  . 

.  With- the^  fo«irv|hips»  Van  Riebcck  arrived 
iafetdif^he  Cape,  an^'^  captivated  t;he  natives  «^ 
by  his  adflrers,  good  hnmour,  and  generous  dif- 
trlbution  of  inugnificant  prefents  among  them, 
^at  a  treaty  was  infcntly  concluded.  For  the 
trifling  conliderati#n  of  goods,  liquors,  and  toys, 
to  the  arnount  l»f  fiCty  tlmufaud  guilders,  they 
bP^tered  iEiway  their ,  indq>endence,  gave  the 
Patch  full  Ubetty  to  ^ttle,  anid  ie%ned  them^a 
(5oafldf|8ible  tyiici^of  fftsntry*'   1  ^ 
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\  The  iettlement  being  thus  firmly  eflablifhed, 
Incrcafed-to  fuch  a  degree,  that  iiv  a  few  years 
the  Dutch  extended  themrelves  in  new  colonies 
along  the  coail.  They  now  form  four  principal 
fettlements:  the  firft  is  at  the  Cafe,  where  arc 
the  grand  forts,  and  the  capital  city  called  the 
Cape,  in  which  and  its  vicinity  are  many  elegant 
habitations ;  the  fecond  is  Hellenbogiili ;  the 
third  the  Drakendon  j  and  the  fourth  the  Waver- 
i(h  colony.  The  company  have  likeM'ifc  provided 
for  a  future  increafe  of  peoisle,  by  purchiifing  all 
the  track  of  land  called  Terra  du  Natal,  for 
which  they  paid  in  toys  to  the  amount  of  thirty 
thoufand  guildei's,  •• 

But  to  return  to  Van  Riebeck.  This  gentle- 
man adopted  the  wifsft  plans  of  protecl:ing  and 
extending  his  infant  colony,  and  in  nothing  did 
he  aft  more  prudently  tlian  in  concilia  tin?  the 
nffeftion  of  the  natives,  a  defence  whicE  no 
force,  no  power  can  give.  Having  ereSed  fome 
neceflary  buildings,  he  fet  about  planting  the 
feeds  he  had  brought  from  Europe,  on  a  piece 
of  land  two  leagues  op  the  country,  part  on  a  hill 
and  part  in  a  vale>  dividing  the  ground  into  a 
vineyard,  a  fruit,  iloWr,  atid  kitchen  garden. 
Profperity  crowning  all  his  endeavours,  the 

»  company  «ffered  fixty  acres  of  land  to  evtty  per^ 
fon  who  chofe  to  fettle  at  the  Cane  j  ofi  condi- 
tion that  he  fhould^^not  only  mainiain  bimfelf  on 
hi#farm  within  the  fpace  of  three  yeats,  but  allb 
cotitributc  at  a  cei«tain  rato'td  the  fupport  of  th^ 
gatrifon.      At  the  expiration, '#nvevcr,  of  three 

'  ye^rsyr  every  one  was  at  liberty  to  fell  or  ipake 
^yer  his  land,  and  td  quit  the  I'ettlementi 
V  Bt<fc<airaged  by  thele  liberal  propofalsr  and  by 
the  i^ady  4ffi(lance«gi?«|i  to  fuoh  as  were  not 
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able  to  provide  themfelves  with  domeflic  utenfils 
and  implements  of  agriculture,  great  numbers 
emigrated  to  the  Capej  and  the  colony  fooa 
made  a  conliderable  figure  j  but  all  this  while 
there  was  an  increaling  evil,  againft  which  no 
provilion  had  been  made.  European  womea 
were  very  fcarce,  and  none  of  the  planters  (hew- 
ed the  lead  inclination  to  form  connexions  with 
the  native  females.  Thus,  without  conftant 
importationst  the  fettlement  would  have  foon 
fallen  into  decay,  had  not  the  company  levied  a 
fine  troop  of  young  women  in  Amfterdam,  and 
configned  them  to  the  Governor  of  the  Cape» 
who  beftowed  them  on  fuch  as  wanted  wives, 
with  all  the  indulgence  that  could  be  (hewn  in 
fuch  an  extraordinary  occaiion  to  their  feveral 
fancies  and  inclinations. 

The  greateft  part  of  the  country,'in  the  vicini- 
ty of  the  Cape,  is  rocky  and  nqountainous,  which, 
long  after  the  difcovery,  being  only  viewed  at  a 
dillance,  was  confidered  as  fteril  and  incapable 
of  cultivation;  but  the  fpacious  tops  of  the 
mountains  are  covered  with  rich  meadows,  ena- 
melled with  a  variety  of  flowers,  of  extraordinary 
beauty  and  fragrance ;  arid  are  watered  with  ma- 
ny delicious  fprings,  which  meander  through  the 
vallies.  In  clear  weather,  the  mounUins  are  to 
be  feen  at  fifteen  leagues  diftance.  On  their 
Ikirts  rife  numerous  groves,  that  afford  excellent 
wood  for  the  joiners  and  turners  ufe.  The  cham- 
paign parts  of  the  country  are  fo  luxuriantly 
beautiful  as  to  enchant  every  beholder.  They 
are  adorned  with  all  that  can  embdliih,  captivate 
the  eye,  and  recr^te  the  other  fenfes. 

The  foil  is  io  rich  as  to  be  fufceptible  of  every 
Idnd  of  culture :  it  bears  aU  Junds  of  grain,  and 
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t^fdy  i^eciet  of  fruit.  Salt  is  produced  in  nhtor- 
dance;  and  hot  baths  of  mineral  waters,  that 
have  been  found  falutary  in  many  difcafes,  are  in- 
terfperfed  throughout  the  country*  This  climate 
however  is  lubjeft  to  boifterous  winds,  which  ge* 
tierally  blow  from  the  Ibuth-eaft,  while  the  fun 
is  in  the  foutbem  iigns,  and  from  the  north-weih 
ixrhile  in  the  northern  figns.  But  thefe  winds, 
^bile  they  are  injurious  to  (he  trees  and  corn, 
sure  of  eflential  iervice  in  purifying  the  air,  and 
thereby  contributing  to  health,  which,  in  a  conr 
tinuance  of  calm  weather,  is  generally  a deded, 
but  re ft<3Ted  to  its  equilibrium  with  the  return  of 
the  ufnal  gnks. 

The CapeTown*,  which  extends  firom  the  {co- 
ition to  the  valley,  is  large  and  regularly  built; 
cotitaiaing  feveral  fpacious  (Ireets,  with  handfonii^^ 
iMufes,  adorned  with  fpacious  courts  in  frotii^'^ 
and  beautiful  gardens  behind.  The  ilreets,  the 
Gourt>yards,  the  houfes,  every  thing  about  them, 
are  neat  and  dean  to  the  extreme.  The  houles 
artt  of  ftone ;  but  moft  of  them^re  only  one  ilory 
high,  and  none  more  than  t^o,  on  account  of  the 
■violence  of  the  eafterly  winds;  and  for  the  fame 
reafon,  moil  of  them  have  no  heavier  covering 
than  thatch.  # 

Building  is  very  much  encouraged  here  by  the 
Dutch  £alt  India  Company ;  for  if  a  perion  is 
inclined  to  ere6t  a  houfe,  whether  contiguous  to 
the  town  or  in  the  country,  he  has  ground  allot- 

♦  Webave  thought  pmper  to  give  Kolbcn's  defcriptlon  of 
the  Qtfclomsit  as  it  ?p)>e<ire(l  about  the  beginning  of  ihe  pre- 
^feQi  ttiifttry.     The  viey^  of  a  pUce  at  diB'erent  pcriuds  and  by 
"diflFerent  optics,  never  fails  to  be  inteteitips*  \'^^  Ucnc  be- 
comes new  by-tbe  light  in  Which  it  is  pbced* 
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ted  to  him  gratis,  exteniive  enough  for  a. hand- 
fome  edifice,  offices,  and  gardens. 

The  caftle  is  a  very  ftrong  and  (lately  ftrac- 
ture,  of  large  extent,  provided  with  all  manner 
of  accommodations  for  the  garrifon,  which 
confifls  of  about  two  hundred  loldiers.  By  its 
Situation  it  covers  the  harbour,  and  is  an  excel- 
lent fortrefs.  The  fuperior  officers  of  the  com* 
pany  have  very  fpacious  and  beautiful  lodgings 
within  its  walls ;  belides  which,  it  contains  the 
company's  ftorehoufes,  commodioufly  arranged. 

The  church  is  a  plain,  neat  edifice,  built  of 
ftone  J  but  both  the  body  and  fteeple  are  thatch- 
ed. There  is  an  hofpital  in  the  town  for  the 
fick,  fituated  near  the  company*s  garden,  and 
large  enough  to  accommodate  feveral  hundreds 
of  patients.  This  is  of  the  utmofl  importance^ 
as  fcarcely  any  (hip  arrives  at  the  Cape,  either 
from  Europe  or  the  Indies,  without  having  a  con- 
iiderable  number  of  fick  on  board  $  and  the  veflel 
is  no  fooner  at  anchor  than  the  diieafed  are  con- 
veyed to  the  hofpital,  where  they  are  decently 
lodged,  and  fupplied  with  vegetables,  frefli  pro- 
vifions,  and  medicines.  Thofe  who  are  in  a  cob- 
valefcent  ftate,  are  indulged  with  the  ufe  of  the 
company'i  garden,  from  which  the  hofpital  is 
fupplied  with  roots  and  herbs,  both  culinary  and 
medicinal.  ' 

This  garden  is  perhaps  the  moft  extraordinary 
in  the.  world  j  as  it  contains  all  the  rich  fruits, 
the  beautiful  flowers,  and  moft  of  the  valuable 
plants  to  be  found  in  Afia,  Africa,  and  America. 
There  are  alfo  many  large  and  fine  gardens 
about  the  town,  belonging  to  the  inhabitants, 
which  are  all  kept  in  excellent  order.    The  pro- 
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fufion  of  ficywers  at  the  Cape  replenifhes  the  air 
with  the  mofl  delicious  perfumes. 

The  Cape  Town  contains  a  large  building,  call- 
ed the  lodge,  ailigned  for  the  uTe  of  the  compa- 
ny's Haves,  who  are  chiefly  brought  from  Mada- 
gafcar.  This  edifice  is  divided  into  two  wards, 
one  for  the  accommodation  of  each  fex ;  with  a 
large  room,  in  which  the  flaves  receive  and  eat 
their  allowance;  and  a  ftrong  prilon,  in  which  the 
drunken  and  difobedient  are  confined  and  puniih- 
cd.  It  has  decent  apartments  for  the  officers  who 
fuperintend  the  flaves,  and  a  fchool  for  the  edu- 
cation of  their  children. 

The  company  has  alfo  a  very  handfome  range 
of  ftables,  capable  of  containing  feveral  hundred 
horl'esj  and  here  a  great  number  of  fine  Perfian 
horfes  are  kept,  for  the  fervice  of  the  comf)any  and 
the  ufe  of  the  governor ;  who  has  under  him  a 
mafter  of  the  horfe,  and  other  inferior  officers. 
Even  his  body  coachman  is  efleemed  a  confidera- 
ble  per  ion. 

The  government  of  this  colony  is  conduced 
by  the  eight  following  councils.  Firfl,  the  grand 
council  of  policy,  connfling  of  the  governor,  who 
is  perpetual  prefident,  and  eight  others  j  gene- 
rally the  next  principal  officers  in  the  company's 
ffirvice.  This  council  fuperintends  trade  and  na- 
vigation, and  correfponds  not  only  with  the  court 
of  direftors  in  Holland,  but  with  the  Dutch  go- 
vernment at  Batavia  and  Ceylon  j  and  has  in 
ihort  the  management  of  every  thing  relative  to 
the  fafety  6nd  interefl  of  the  fettlemcnt. 

The  fecond  is  the  college  of  juflice,  which  ge- 
nerally confifls  of  the  fame  members  as  the  pre- 
ceding. This  court  hears  and  determines  all  ci* 
Til  an^d  criminal  caufes  of  importance  that  happen 
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amoQg  the.  Europeans  at  the  Cape.  B\lt  ifiaii' 
European,  who  is  not  in  the  company's  ietvtce, 
is  either  plaintiff  or  defendant,  the  thre^  re^etit 
burgomaflers,  annually  chofen  out  of  fuch  as  ara 
not  in  the .  company *9  pay,  affift  at  the  trial,  to 
fee  that  there  is  no  partiality  in  favour  of  the 
company's  dependants.  Appeals  lie  from  the. 
deci  lions  of  this  court  to  the  lupreme  court  of 
judice  in  Batavia,  and  alfo  to  the  fupreme  court 
in  Holland. 

The  third  is  a  petty  court,  dependant  on  the, 
laft,  for  punilhing  breaches  of  the  peace,  and' 
fettling  trefpaiTes  and  fmall  debts.  It  is  compof-. 
od  of  a  member  of  the  grand  council,  three  of 
the 'burghers,  and  four  of  the  company's  imme- 
diate fervants.  Copies  of  all  their  proceedings, 
in  this  court  and  in  the  college  ofjuftice,  are, 
from  time  to  time,  tranfmitted  to  Holland. 

.  The  fourtli  is  the  court  of  marriages,  which 
fuperintends  all  contracts  of  this  kind  among  the^. 
'Europeans  at  the  Cape,  takes  care  that  thecon- 
fent  of  the  parents  and  guardians  of  both  parties 
i»  obtained,  and  that  there  is  no  pre-^ontrad  oc 
engagement   with    any  other    perfoby  j  Thefe, 
points  being  invefligated  and  fettled,  a  wanrant. 
is  granted  to  the  paSor  of  the  parifh  where  the 
parties  live,  authorizing  him  to  publilh  the  banns 
of  manage,'  and  to   perform    tlie   ceremony^. 
This  court  conliils  of  the  fame  members  with 
the  petty  court  afcH'enamed. 

,  The  fifth  is  the  chamber  of  .orphans,,  whicb. 
is  compofed  of  the  vice-prefident  of  tthe  grand 
couQcil,  three  of  the  compan^>:feryaiUs^  ^|id 
three  bnrghers.     Orphans   of  fqjrxune^;cafll1j(>tl^ 
marry:  here  without    the    coqcurfenpe  Q^:  cM^ 
cbaniber^  till  twentf-five  years  of  age» 
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The  iixth  is  the  ecclefiaftical  college^  iuftitnt- 
ed  for  Jthe  government  of  the  three  neformed 
churches  at  the  Cape,  and  for  the  proper  appli* 
cation  of  the  money  eiven  for  the  me  of  the 
poor.  It  confilb  of  the  three  paflors,  the  two 
elders  of  each  church,  and  twelve  overfeers  of 
the  poor;  each  pariih  having  four.  So  careful 
is  this  council  in  the-  impartial  application  of  the 
charitable  colle6tions  and  donations,  that  not  a 
beggar  is  to  be  fecn  in  the  whole  fettlement. 

The  feventh  is  a  court  of  common  council. 
In  every  colony  there  is  a  feparate  court  of  this 
kind^  confiding  of  a  certain  number  of  burghers. 
In  the  Cape  Toj^'n,  this  council  propofes  matters 
in  favour  of  the  burghers  to  the  grand  council, 
and  colle6^s  the  impofls.  But,  in  the  colonies, 
this  body  hears  .and  determines  in  all  debts  and 
trefpaffes  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty 
florins)  and  alio  tries  and  punillies  moft  crime& 
committed  within  its  jurifdi6tion. 

The  eighth  is  for  the  regulation  of  the  mili- 
tia. Thefe  boards  are  double  :  one  for  the  Cape 
Town,  the  other  for  the  colonies. 

Some  authors  have  reprefent|d  the  HotteHtot^ 
as  fo4}rutal  and  fo  totally  incap^le  of  refledion» 
as  to  be  defUtute  of  any  ienfe  of  retig>flA>  or  of 
any  notion  of  order  or  Recency.  By  facb  writers, 
they  have  been  .depi^d  as  fcarcely  po^ffing 
the  lead:  giimpfe  of  reafon  or  humanity  f  but 
this  character  is  far  from  being  true.  Many  of 
them  uiiderdand  Dutch,  -French,  and  Portuguefe, 
to  a  great  decree  of  perfedion,  and  I  knew  one 
who  acquired  French  and  Portugnefe  in  a  very 
fhort  time;  and,  having  conquered  tlie habits 
a^d  pronunciation  contracted  from  bis  native 
language^'  was  faid^  by  good  judges^  to  under- 
:  >>i..lV.  C  ftand 
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ftand  and  fpeak  them  with  a  rurpriiing  facility 
and  propriety. 

They  arc  perhaps  the  moft  faithful  fcrvants  in 
the  univerfe ;  and  fo  fond  are  the  Europeans  of 
them  in  that  capacity,  that  they  feldom  difcharge 
them,  or  part  with  them,  without  regret. 
Though  extremely  addided  to  wine,  braiidy,  and 
tobacco,  and  ready  to  purchafe  them  at' the  ex- 
pence  of  all  that  is  moft  valuable  to  them,  they 
will  neither  themfelves  make  free  with  thofe 
commodities,  when  committed  to  their  truft,  nor 
fufler  others  to  do  it. 

Indeed,  it  is  furprifing  to  obferve  the  care 
and  fidelity  which  they  difplay  on  thefe  trying  oc- 
cafions.  And  {o  high  is  their  chara6ter,  foi;  inte- 
grity, that  they  are  fometimes  employed  in  af- 
fairs that  require  judgment  and  capacity.  A 
Hottentot,  named  Cloas,  had  fuch  honour  and 
difcernment,  that  he  was  often  intrufted  by  Mr. 
Vander  Stel,  the  late  governor  at  the  Cape,  with 
large  quantities  of  wine,  brandy,  rice,  and  other 
commodities  $  and  employed  in  exchanging  them 
for  cattle,  among  the  remote  tribes  of  his  coun- 
trymen, attende^^nly  by  a  guard  of  two  armed 
men.  He  generally  executed  his  commiflions 
with  addrefs  and  reputation,  and  returnejd  the 
governor  cattle,  in  quality  and  •  value,  fuperior 
to  what  might  have  been  exp^ded.  To  thefe 
qualities  he  joined  the  greateft  humanity  and 
good  nature  3  and  notwithftanding  the  igno- 
rance in  which  he  was  born,  and  in  which,  as 
far  as  refpe^ed  religion,  he  always  lived,  his 
morals  were  moft  excellent,  and  his  charity  and 
benevolence  equal  to  thofe  of  the  beft  men  who 
a6t  on  reli^idUs  principles.  Many  an  European 
in  diftrefs  bai  been  relieved  by  this  generous, 
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good-hearted  creature ;  who,  by  means  of  a  band- 
lome  fiock  of  cattle,  in  which  the  wealth  of  the 
Hottentots  chiefly  conlifts,  was  well  able  to  fol- 
low  the  amiable  bias  of  his  heart,  in  doing  good. 

Neverthelefs,  it  mud  be  confefi'ed,  that  the 
Hottentots  feem  to  place  their  whole  earthly 
happinefs  in  floth  and  indolence.  They  are  ca* 
pable  of  reflection,  when  they  pleafe  to  exert 
their  powers;  but  they  hate  the  trouble  of 
thought,  and  look  on  every  exercife  of  tlie  rea- 
foning  faculty  as  a  tormenting  agitation  of  the 
mind.  They  therefore  banifli  cogitation,  except 
when  fome  preffing  want  is  to  be  relieved,  or 
fome  danger  obviated.  If  the  Hottentot  is  not 
roufed  by  fome  prefent  appetite  or  neceflity,  he 
remains  as  liftlefs  as  a  log ;  but  when  urged  by 
thefe,  he  is  all  activity.  Having,  however,  ob- 
tained the  gratification  folicited,  he  relaxes 
again  into  his  native  indolence,  till  fome  new 
flimulus  excites  his  dormant  faculties. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  all  the  Hottentots,  with- 
out diflindion,  devour  the  entrails  of  beads  witli 
all  their  original  filth,  only  half  broiled;  and 
thati  whether  frefh  or  putrid,  they  confider 
them  as  the  choicefl  delicacies  j  but  this  is  an 
exaggeration.  I  always  found,  that,  when  they 
intended  to  feaft  on  entrails,  they  turned  and 
flripped  them  of  their  filth,  and  waihed  them  in 
clean  water.  They  then  boiled  them  in  the 
blood  of  the  bead,  if  it  was  to  be  procured ;  if 
not,  they  gave  them  a  thorough  broiling.  This, 
however,  is  done  in  fuch  an  uncleanly  manner, 
as  mufl:  be  loathing  to  any  European. 

But,  difguftipg  as  their  ftyle  of  dreffing  pro- 
vifions  is,  thofe  who  adhere  to  the  diet  of  their 
country  have  few  difeafes,  are   fcldom  ailing-, 
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and  live  to  an  extreme  old  age.  -  Sucli,  however, 
»s  drink  wine  or  other  ftrong  liquors,  fafFer  dif- 
eafes  before  unknown  in  the  climate,  and  (horten 
their  fpan  of  life :  even  the  meat,  drelTed  and 
feafoned  after  the  European  manner^  is  very  pej:- 
nicious  in  refped  to  them. 

What  chiefly  renders  the  Hottentots  a  nafty 
rtice,  is  a  cuftoni  obfer\'rd  from  their  carlieft 
years,  of  befmcaring  their  bodies  and  apparel, 
(which  is  only  a  ikin  thrown  over  their  ihoulders, 
and  another  fadened  round  their  waifi)  with 
mutton  fiit>  marrow,  or  butter,  mixed  with  the 
foot  which  collc6ks  round  their  boiling  pots. 
This  gives  them  a  blacker'hue  5  for  they  are  na- 
turally of  a  nut  or  olive  colour ;  and  the  fame 
procefs  is  repeated  ao  often  as  the  greafe  is  dried 
up  by  the  fun  or  duft,  if  they  are  able  to  procure 
cither  fat  or  butter. 

The  meaner  fort,  however,  are  obliged  to  con- 
tent themfelve*  with  what  is  become  rancid  j  but 
the  more  opulent  bcfmear  themfelves  with  the 
freiheil  and  choi ceil  un6fcuous  fubilance  that  can  be 
procured.  No  part  of  the  body,  from  the  crown  of 
the  head  to  the  fole  of  the  foot,  efcapes  this 
paint;  and  their  Ikins  are  entirely  faturated 
with  it.  The  richer  they  are,  the  more  fat  and 
butter  they  employ  j  for  the  liberal  application 
ofthisun^ion  condij^tes  the  grand  diftin6tion 
between  the  poor  and  the  rich.  However,  tk^y 
all  abomfnate  the  ufe  of  fiihes  fat. 

This  rubbing  and  greaiing  promotes  the  fup- 
plenefs  and  adivity  of  the  body  j  and  the  Hot- 
tentots, though  a  lazy  race,  are  perhaps  the 
fleeteft  in  the  world  j  for,  they  not  only  dart 
away  from  the  fwifteft  European,  but  frequent- 
ly putrun  a  very  fleet  horfe.    Befides^  living  al- 
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mofl  in  a  (late  of  nudity,  in  a  region  where  the 
fun's  heat  is  very  confiderable  all  the  year  round, 
by  doling  their  pores  with  fat,  they  prevent  tliat 
exceflive  perfpiration  which  would^  in  all  pro- 
bability, exhaufl  and  dellroy  them. 

Suffering  their  hair  to  be  matted  together 
with  dirt  and  fat,  the  offeniive  fmell,  arifing 
from  thefe  nafly  habits^  and  their  abominable 
loufinefs,  render  them  completely  difagreeablQ 
in  their  perfons.  Add  to  this,  their  language  is 
a  compolltion  of  the  moft  uncouth  founds  that 
ever  were  uttered  by  human  beings  j  and  their  pro- 
nunciation, depending  on  fuch  coliilions  of  the 
tongue  agalnfl  the  palate,  and  on  fuch  ihange  vi- 
brations and  infle6tions  of  that  member,  as  a  fo- 
reigner cannot  eafily  imitate,  they  are  neither 
capable  of  communicating  their  fpeech  to  others« 
nor  can  words  defcribe  its  ufe. 

The  Hottentots  are  neither  fo  fmall  of  ilature 
nor  fo  deformed  and  wrinkled  as  fome  liave  de- 
fcribed  them.  Mpft  of  the  males  are  from  five 
to  fix  feet  high  j  but  the  females  are  confidera- 
bly  lefs.  Both  fexes,  however,  are  very  ere6k 
and  well  made ;  keeping  a  due  medium  between 
leannefs  and  obefity.  There  is  not  a  crooked 
limb,  or  other  piece  of  deformity  to  be  feen 
among  them ;  which  is  the  more  remarkable,  as 
they  take  much  lefs  care  of  their  children  than 
European  women  do. 

Their  heads  are'  generally  large,  and'  their 
eyes  are  proportionably  fo.  Their  general  mien, 
however,  is  fofarfroin  being  wild  and  terrible* 
that  it  is  fweet  and  compofed,  and  exprefiive  of 
the  higheft  benevolence  and  good  nature.  Their 
moft  difagreeable  featiires  are  their  fiat  nofe  and 
theur  thick  lips,  particularly  the  uppermofi  -,  but 
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the  depreflion  of  their  notes  is  the  elFeft  of  art. 
Their  teeth  are  wliitc  as  ivory  j  and  their  cheeks 
have  fomething  of  the  cherry  j  but  from  their 
continual  daubing^,  their  natural  complexion  is 
not  cafily  difcerned.  The  men  have  large 
broad  fcetj  but  thofe  of  the  women  arc  fmall 
and  tender.  Neither  men  nor  women  pare  the 
nails  of  either  fingers  or  toes. 

What,  however,  diftinguilhes  the  Hottentot 
females  from  ail  others,  is  a  callofity  which 
decency  forbids  us  to  defcribe  j  but  which,  fo 
far  from  being  confidered  as  a  deformity,  is  re- 
garded rather  as  the  criterion  of  beauty.  Theve- 
not,  in  his  travels,  fays,  that  the  women  of  fome 
other  African  nations  have  the  fame  unnatural 
excrefcence,  but  ftop  its  growth  ;  whereas  there 
is  good  reafon  for  believing,  that  the  Hottentots 
encourage  it. 

In  hot  weather,  the  men  have  their  heads 
conftantly  uncovered,  except  what  fat,  foot,  and 
dirt,  mat  the!r  hair.  This  difgufting  proteftion, 
'fhey  fay,  kqeps  their  heads  cool,  under  the  fi6rceft 
fun  beams  j  but  in  cold  and  wet  feafons,  they 
wear  caps  made  of  lamb  or  cat  ikins,  which  they 
faften  on  with  ftrings.  The  face  and  fore  part 
of  the  neck,"  however,  are  always  expofe'd. 

Aboqt  the  man's  lieck  hangs  a  little  greafy 
bag,  ilt  which  he  carries  his  pipe  and  tobacco, 
with  a  little  piege  of  wood;  of  a  finger's  length, 
burnt  at  both  ends,  reckoned  an  infallible  amulet 
againft  witchcraft. 

/"  Their  kroffcs,  as  they  term  them,  or  the  man- 
tics  they  hang  over  their  ihoulders,  are  wore 
open  or dofed  accordinr^  to  the  fealbn.  The 
iirp|ie§  of  th^  moft  wealthy  are  forH^e4  of  tigi^r 
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or  wild  cat  ikins .  thofe  of  the  common  people 
nre  fheep  Ikins.  In  winter,  the  hairy  fide  it 
worn  inwards,  and  in  fummer,  outwards.  Thefe 
form  their  beds  during  the  night ;  and  when  they 
die,  they  are  wrapped  up  and  interred  in  them.  > 

They  generally  wear  three  ivory  rings  on  the 
left  arm,  formed  of  elephant's  teeth,  and  fitted 
with  fuch  art  and  cxadnefs,  as  cannot  be  fur- 
pafled  in  Europe.  Thefe  rings  or  bracelets  fervc 
as  guards,  when  they  fight  againft  an  enemy ; 
and  when  Xhey  travel,  they  faften  their  provifion 
bag  to  them,  which  is  fo  adapted  as  to  be  fcarce- 
ly"an  incumbrance.       '^  \ 

From  their  waifts  are  fufpended  what  they  call 
a  kuU-crofs,  a  fquare 'piece  of  the  Ikin  of  fome 
wild  beafi,  tied  on  with  the  hairy  fide  outwards. 
When  they  drive  their  herds  to  pafture,  they 
equip  themfelves  in  a  kind  of  leather  (lockings^ 
to  fecfure  their  legs  from  being  lacerated  by  bri- 
ars and  thorns.  In  pa(fing  over  rocks  and  lands, 
they  put  on  fandals,  cut  out  of  the  raw  hide  of 
an  ox  or  an  elephant;  each  confiding  of  only 
one  piece,  turping  up  about  half  an  inch  quite 
rotMid  the  fo6t,  with  the  hairy  fide  outcrmpft^, 
aitid  fafteried  on  with  ,thortgs. '.  "       . 

The  Women  always  appear  In  caps  of  ikini,; 
pointing  fpiraljy  from  Ine  crown  of  the' head. 
They  generally  wear  two  kroifes  round  their 
fiioulders,  which,  like  thofe  of  the  men,  cover 
their  backs,   and   fometimcs   depend  to   their^ 
hams.    Between  thefe  krolTes  they  fafteq  their "^ 
fucking  children,  with  the  head  jufi:  peeping 
over  their  itioulders.    The  under  kr6(i  ,f<jrves  to 
prevent  their  bodies  from  being  fretted  by  their 
^pden.    About  their  neck  is  tied  a  ftring,  to 
;'^ich  is  faftesed  a  kathcr  bag^  which  is  con- 
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flantly  worn  from  morning  till  night,  both  at 
home  and  abroad  5  it  contains  fome  kind  of  food^ 
a  pipe,  tobapco,  and  other  neceiTaries. 

l^hc  girls,  till  they  arrive  at  the  age  of  puber- 
ty, wear  buUrufhes  tied  in  rings  round  their  legs, 
from  the  knees  downwards.  Thefe  fillets  are 
then  laid  afide,  and  their  place  is  fupplied  with 
rings  of  the  thicknefs  of  a  little  finger,  made  of 
flips  of  fheep  or  calf  Ikin,  from  which  the  hair 
is  finged :  for  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  the  Hot- 
tentot iheep  have  nothing  like  wool.  Some  of 
the  women  have  above  one  hundred  of  thefe 
rings  upon  each  leg,  fo  curioufly  joined,  and  fo 
nicely  fitted  to  each  other,  that  they  exhibit  the 
appearance  of  elegant  turnery.  They  are  fmooth, 
and  as  hard  as  wood ;  and  in  dancing,  an  ufual 
exercife,  make  a  clattering  noife.  Wrappers  of 
leather  or  rufhes  about  the  ankles  prevent  thefe 
rings  from  flipping  over  their  heels  j  and  as  the 
women  are  daily  obliged  to  walk  through  buihes 
and  brambles,  to  gather  roots  and  other  articles 
for .  food,  thefe  preferve  their  legs  from  being 
wounded, 

Befides,  thefe  fillets  are  one  grand  diftin6lion 
of  Tex,  and  form  a  principal  female  ornament  5 
nor  is  this  ail,  in  cafe  of  ^  fcarcity  of  provifions, 
they  are  a  rcfource  always  at  hand. 

However,  the  grand  articles  of  finery  among 
both  fexes  are  brafs  buttons,  and  plates  of  the 
fame  metal,  which  they  buy  of  the  Dutch,  and 
t^en  polifb  to  an  aft'onifhing  luftre,  and  fix  in  their 
.bairt  They  are  likewife  fond  of  bits  of  looking 
gl^fles,  which  they  likewife  fallen  to  their  hair, 
and  confider  as  very  fplendid  ornaments,  Dia^ 
inonds  are  not  more  admired  and  efteemed  in 
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EuTopc,  t!ian   thefc  trinkets  in  .the  Hottentot 
nations. 

They  alfo  wear  fmall  ear-rings  made  of  brafs 
wire,  which  they  always  polilh  very  nfeatly  j  and 
to  thofe  rings  the  more  bpulent  h^ng  bits  of  mou- 
ther of  pearl,  to  which  they  have  the  Tirt  olf 
giving  ,a  curious  (hape  and  polifli.  Of  fuch  ad- 
vantages, in  point  of  ornam'ent,  they  areepttreme- 
!y  proud  J  for  when  thus  adorned,  thjEV  ima- 
gine they  cannot  fail  to  attradt  the  notice  of  all 
fpcdators.  '     ;     !. 

To  their  commerce  with  the  Earb]pean^,' tHcy 
alfo  owe  feveral  other  perfonal  ornaments,  fuch 
as  bra(s  and  glafs  beads,  of  which  they  are  ex- 
travagantly fdnd.  Scarcely  a  Hottentot,  of  either 
fex,  can  be  met  with,  who  is  not  decorated  with 
foroe  of  them.  But  the  preference  is.  ufually 
given  to  brafs  beads,  becaule  they  are  more  du- 
rable,  and  lefsexpofed  to  accidents.  Thefe  they 
wear  in  necklaces,  bracelets,  and  girdles,  of 
which  every  perfon  has  more  or  fewer,  accord- 
ing to  his  circumdances.  Almoft  every  part  of 
th«  body  is  covered  with  fome  of  thefe  orna- 
ments, for  which  they  will  part  with  their  cattle- 
^veely.  If  they  ferve  the  FAiropeans,  they  al- 
ways ilipulate  for  it)me  ear-rings,  in  part  of 
wages,  if  they  are  not  already  provided. 

It  is  an  invariable  cnftom  among*  the  men, 
to  wear  bladders  of  the  wild  beafts  they  have 
kilW,  blown  up  and  fattened  to  their  hairj 
which  are  at  once  confidered  as  ornaments  of 
drefs  and  trophies  of  prowefs. 

Bat  with  all  this  finery,  the  men  do  not  reckon 
themfelves  conrpleteiy  drefTed,  unlefs  tjieir  hair ' 
be  alfo  lavilhl}^  powdered,  with  a  pulverized 
herb,  called  buchu ;   and  this  being  done^  'they 
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are  beaux  and  grandees,   and  appear  in  their 
utmoft  magni^cence. 

As  the  hair  of  the  women  is  condantly  hid  un- 
der their  caps,  they  lay  this  powder  as  thick  as 
they  can  on  their  foreheads,  where,  being  incor- 
porated with  the  greafe,  it  flicks  very  firmly. 
They  alfo  paint  their  faces  with  a  reddilh  earth, 
with  which  they  make  a  fpot  over  each  eye,  one 
upon  the  nofe^  one  upon  each  cheek,  and  one 
upon  the  chin.  Thefe  red  dots  are  regarded  as 
flriking  attradions;  and  therefore  it  is  their 
^qpn^ant  pradice,  when  invited  to  feflive  aifem- 
blies,  or  intend,  to  make  a  conquefl:  but  how- 
ever beautiful  this  may  appear  in  the  eyes  of  a 
Hottentot,  an  £uropean  would  only  conceive 
4ifguft  from  the  praftice. 

It  would  be  unneceflary,  on  this  occa^on,  to 
particularize  the  various  Hottentot  nations  diiTe- 
minated  over  this  track  of  the  continent  of  Afri- 
ca. This  fubje£t  will  be  more  properly  treated 
when  we  come  to  travels.''  We  muft  not,  how- 
ever, omit  our  author's  accurate  defcription  of 
the  political  cufloms  and  religious  obfervances 
9mong  this  lingular  people.  ' 

Each  of  the  Hottentot  tribes  or  nations  has  a 
chief,  whofe  ofBce  is  to  command  the  army  5  and 
without  whofe  concurrence  they  can  neither 
make  peace  nor  war.  This  office  is  hereditary*  ; 
but  he  is  not  permitted  to  enter  upon  its  exercife 
till  he  lias  folemnly  engaged  in  a  national  af- 

*  Thus  we  fee  that  among  fome  of  the  moft  uncivilized 
nations  on  the  globe,  there  are  hereditary  diflindions;  a  proof 
that  tttey  are  either  founded  in  nature,  or  confirmed  by  obvi- 
#us  utility. 
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fembly,  not  to  attempt  the  fubverfion  of  the  old 
I  form  of  government. 

Anciently,  the  chief  was  diftinguifhed  only 
I  by  the  beauty  of  the  Ikins  of  which  his  kroflfes 
were  compofed  j  but  the  Dutch,  foon  after  their 
eftab|i{hment  at  the  Cape,  made  a  prefent  of  a 
brafs  crown  to  the  fuperior  of  every  nation  in 
alliance  with  them,  which  they  have  fince  worn 
on  foleran  occaiions.  However,  in  time  of  peace^ 
the  chief  has  little  elfe  to  do,  but  to  jgovern  the 
{kraal,  or  village,  where  he  fixes  his  reudence. 

The  captain  of  a  kraal  preferves  the  peace^ 
land  adminifters  jullice;  and  from  his  fentence 
lies  no  appeal.  State  criminals,  however,  are 
tried  by  a  chief,  afliHedby  the  captains  of  kraals. 
In  time  of  war,  the  captain  conamands  the  troops 
of  his  village,  under  the  chief  of  the  nation. 
His  office  is  alfo  hereditary,  though,  as  in  the 
former  inftance,  he  cannot  execute  it  till  he  has 
folemnly  pledged  himfelf,  in  prefence  of  th<i 
people,  not  to  alter  or  deviate  from  the  ancient 
laws  and  inilitutions  of  the  kraal.  Thefe  func- 
tionaries were  likewife  originally  diftineuifhed 
only  by  the  finenefs  of  their  furs,  which  were 
thofe  of  tigers  or  wild  cats;  but  all  of  them  have 
now  a  cane,  with  a  brafs  head,  given  them  by  the 
Dutch  J  which  badge  of  dignity  ddfeeinds  with 
the  office.  Neither  the  chiefs  of  tlib  nations, 
nor  thefe  captains,  have  any  revenue  from  the 
public,  or  any  perquifite  attending  theexecn*, 
tion  of  their  office ;  honoulr  is  their  only  itimu- ' 
I lus  and  reward.  ^^'^'-^"L,- 

The  captain  of  a  kraal  dedf^jU  difputes  of 
right  and  property,  and  tries  an€||miihes  for 
murder,  theft,  adidtery,  and  other  (Sritkies  com- 
{mitted  within  his  jurifdi^tioni  being  aififled  br 
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all  the  iQcn  of  the  koraal.  "JrVhenever  a  difputft 
about  property  a rifes,  the  captain  fuminons  a]l 
the  men  of  the  kraal  into  the.  open  fiel4,  who 
fquat  down  in  a  circle.  The  Jjlaintiff  and  de- 
ffepdant  plead  their  own  caufes  j  and  the  wit- 
ueiTesjoh  l:>bth,  fides  are  heard.  The  depufitions 
b'feihjg'finiflied,  the  captMn,  after  fomc  debate, 
collc^4  the  voices,  iaiid  immediately  pronounces 
the  decree  according  tp  the  majority  j  when  full 
anil  qiiiet  pofleflidn  is  inltantly  given  to  the  party 
iiiwhofe  favour  the  decree  pafles. 

The. principal  eriminal  matters  which  employ 
the  kraal  courts  ?ure  lUurder,  robbery,  and  adul- 
texjyfor  the  lattea:  is  punifhed  with  death. 
WheiV.a  Hottentot,  is  l^nown  or  fufpe6ted  to  have 
cbihmitted  any  of  thefe  crimes,  notice  is  given 
to,  all  the  men  of  it(ie  jcraal  to  which  he  belongs ; 
who,  cpnfidering  theraielves  as  officers  of  juftice, 
keep  a  iliarp  iQoJt  ^)i|:,  in  order  to  fexze  the  ac- 
cpfed  J  and  it  is,  in  vain,  for  him  to  think  of  find- 
ing fan6tuary  in  any  other  Hottentot  nation  ;  as 
he  would  infallibly  be  taken  up  for  a  fugitive  or 

a  fpy.  i.  .;, 

The  criminal  being  apprehended,  he  is  fecured 
till  the  men  of  the  kraal  can  aflemble,  which  is 
done  with  as  much  expeiiition  as  poffible.  The 
court  fitting  fquat  upon  their  hams,  in  a  circle, 
the  prifoner  is  placed  in  the  centre :  for  the  Hot- 
tentots remark,  that  in  an  affair  where  a  man's 
litej^jgit  ftake^he  ouj^ht  to  have  the  beft  fituation 

Trie "  prifoner  liaving  taken  his  jpjace,  the 
charge  againft,hiip;,is-,pfonounced  by  the  profe- 
cutorj^^and  t;Ben  the  pr'ofecutor's  witneffos  give 
their  eviden<*ie.  N^xt  .the  prifoner  makes  his 
defehce»  calling  his  own  witneffes  to  corroborate 
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his  teftlmon7>  who  are  heard  with  the  utmoft  in- 
dulgence. 

Tlie  captain  then,  after  fome  debates  on  the 
evidence,  collet  the  voices :  a  majority  of  which 
either  acquits  or  condemns.  If  he  is  acquitted, 
the  court  alfigns  him  damages  out  of  the  profe- 
cutor*s  cattle.  If  he  is  convi6fced,  and  judged 
worthy  of  death,  fentence  is  immediately  pro* 
nounced.  The  court  rifes,  while  the  prifoner 
does  not  even  ftir  a  limb.  A  momentary  iilence 
enfues>  when  fuddenly  the  captain  flies  at  thf 
prifoner,  and  with  one  blow  on  the  head,  with 
his  kirri,  lays  him  fprawling  on  the  ground* 
This  is  feconded  by  the  reft,  who  ruih  forwards, 
and  ftriking  with  all  their  might,  the  criminal 
inftantly  exj)irei.  Then  bending  the  corps  neck 
and  heels,  they  wrap  it  up  in  its  krofs,  and  bury 
it  with  every  article  of  ornament  or  apparel,  ex* 
cept  the  brals  decorations,  which  are  given  to  the 
family  or  beirj  who  fuffer  nothing  either  in 
name,  privilege,  or  property.  The  family,  rela- 
tions, and  friends  of  the  criminal  are  treated 
with  the  fame  refpeft  as  before ;  and  every  thing 
proceeds  as  if  no  fuch  misfortune  had  faUen  upon 
them. 

£y  a  fingular  refinement  of  policy  among  this 
rude  people,  all  their  riches  defcend  to  the  eldeit 
fon ;  or,  when  a  ion  is  wanting,  to  the  next 
male  relation  ;  and  the  younger  fons  of  a  Hot- 
tentot, who  are  at  home  and  unprovided  for  at 
the  death  of  the  father,  are  at  the  courtefy  of  the 
dd^ilj  both  with  refped  to  fortune  and  liberty. 

Marriage  between  firft  and  fecond  coufinsif 
forbidden,  and  puniihed  by  being  cudgelled  to 
death  $  yet  a  Hottentot  may  have  as  many  wives 
as  he  is  able  to  maintain>  though  the  richeft  &1- 
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doni  cngrofs  more  than  thn.e.  A  man  may  have 
a  divorce  from  his  wife,  and  a  woman  from  her 
hufband,  on  fhevving  luch  caufe  as  fhall  appear 
fatisfa6tory  to  the  men  of  the  kraal.  But  one  of 
the  moft  frftisfadory  of  their  laws  is,  that  a 
widow,  for  every  hulband  llie  marries  after  the 
firft,  is  obliged  to  "^ut  oft'  the  joint  of  a  finger  j 
which  fhe  prefents  to  her  new  hulband  on  the 
wedding  day,  beginning  at  one  of  the  little 
fingers  lirll. 

The  Hottentots  are  blefled  in  an  exemption 
from  lawyers,  and  the  only  public  functionaries^ 
befides  thofe  already  enumerated,  are  the  phyli- 
cian  and  the  prieft.  In  every  village  there  is  a 
pliylician,  and  the  large  ones  have  two,  who  pof- 
fefs  a  fmattering  of  botany^,  furgcry,  and  medi- 
cine. They  are  <;hofen  out  of  the  fages  of  each 
kraal,  and  appointed  to  fuperintend  the  health  of 
the  inhabitftnls.  This  they  perform,  without  fee 
or  re\yard  j  the  hoii(>ur  of  the  employment  being 
deemed  a  luittcient  recompence  for  their  trouble 
and  attention. 

1^  Thcfe  quacks  futTer  no  one  to  fee  them  gather 
and  prepare  their  remedies  j  for  all  their  compo- 
(itious  are  kept  a  profound  fccret  j  and  if  a  pa- 
tient dies  under  their,  bauds,  tliey  conftantly 
affirm,  that  all  their  medicines  were  rendered  in- 
etficacious  by  the  Vtle<9:s  of  withcraft. 

At  the  Cape,  the  priell  is  a  fubordinate  cha- 
rafter  to  the  pliylician.  His  o^ce  is  alfo  elective  j 
but  his  duty  ndther,  oblige  iiim  to  pray  for  the 
people,  nor  to  inttru6t  them  in  religious  matters. 
He  only  prclidcs  at  .their  facrifices,  and.  has  the 
oyderln^  of  all  tl]§p*  cercm^jtiits. 

As  the  chieCof  a  iHottc^itoi  nation  ,prefides 
ov,cr  the  captains.Qf  kraaU,  fo  the  Hottentots  call 
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the  Supreme  Being  the  Great  Captain.  They 
believe  him  to  be  the  Creator  of  all  things,  the 
Governor  of  the  world,  and  that  he  is  endowed 
with  unfearchable  perfedions.  The  common 
appellation  is  Gounja  Gounja,  or  Gounja  Tiqnoa, 
the  God  of  all  gods.  They  fay  that  he  is  a  good 
Being,  who  does  no  body  any  harm  j  and  that 
he  dwells  far  above  the  moon  ;  but  it  does  not 
appear  that  they  addrefs  any  a6t  of  devotion  im- 
mediately to  him.  Their  religious  adorations 
are  paid  to  what  they  call  inferior  deities,  de- 
pendant on  him  :  for  the  mod  intelligent  of  the 
natives,  when  they  are  in  a  humour  to  anfwer 
interrogatories  on  this  fubjc6t,  fay,  that  their  firft 
parents  fo  grievoufly  offended  the  God  of  gods, 
that  he  curfed  them  with  hardnefs  of  heart ; 
therefore,  they  know  little  of  him,  and  have  ftill 
lefs  inclination  to  ferve  him  *. 

The  moon  is  reckoned  an  inferior  vifible  god. 
They  call  this  planet  likewife  Gounja,  or  Gk)d ; 
and  fay  that  it  is  the  fubjcd  and  reprefentative 
of  the  High  and  Invisible.  They  aflemble  for 
the  celebration  of  its  worlbip  at  the  change  and 
full }  and  no  inclemency  of  the  weather  prevents 
this  a^  of  devotion.  They  then  throw  their 
bodies  into  a  thoufand  different  poftures,  fcream, 
proftrate  themfelves  On  the  ground,  jump  fud- 
denly,  llamp  as  if  didraded,  and  cry  aloud,  »'  I 
falute  thee  j  thou  art  welcome  !  grant  us  fodder 
for  our  cattle,  and  milk  in  abundance."  Thefe 
and  other  apoftrophes  to  the  moon  they  repeat 
over  and  over,  finging  Ho,  ho,  ho,  reiterated 


*  May  not  the  fall  of  man  ^c  veiled  In  this  ttadition  ?  and 
are  not  thofe,  who  entertain  fuch  a  belief,  prepared  to  embrace 
the  pronuics  of  Chriiiiaiiity  ? 
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xnatiy  times,  with  a  variation  of  noteg,  accompa- 
nied with  clapping  of  hands.  Thus  they  fpend 
the  whole  night  in  worihipping  this  planet> 
which  they  confider  as  the  rti^er  and  difpenfer  of 
the  weather. 

They  likewife  adore*  as  a  benign  dei ty^  a  cer- 
tain infed^  faid  to  be  peculiar  to  the  Hottentot 
countries*  It  is  of  the  6ze  of  a  child's  little 
^nger :  the  back  is  green,  and  the  belly  fpeckled 
with  red  and  white.  It  has  two  wingSj  and  two 
liorns  on  its  head. 

Whenever  this  infe^  appears,  they  pay  it  the 
higheft  tokens  of  veneration  j  and  if  it  honours 
a  kraal  with  a  viiit^  the  inhabitants  alTemble 
round  it  in  tranfports  of  devotion.  They  iing 
and  dance,  troop  after  troop,  in  extaiies,  throw- 
ing n^r  it  the  powder  of  buchu,  with  which 
they  cover  the  area  of  the  kraal,  and  the  tops  of 
the  cots«  They  likewife  kill  two  fat  (heep  as  a 
thank-ofifering  for  this  didinguiihed  honour; 
and  fancy  all  their  paft  offences  are  buried  in 
oblivion. 

If  this  divine  infeft  happens  to  light  upon  a 
Hottentot)  he  is  confidered  as  a  man  without 
guilt  j  and  ever  after  revered  as  a  faint.  The 
fatteft  ox  is  immediately  killed  for  a  thank-of- 
fering, and  eaten  in  honour  of  the  deity  and  the 
iaint.  The  latter  feafts  alone  on  the  entrails, 
which  are  boiled )  while  the  men  devour  the 
meat  dreffed  in  a  fimilar  manner,  and  the  women 
are  regaled  with  the  broth.  The  fat  is  very 
<:arefufly  preferved  to  anoint  the  body  and  appa- 
rel of  the  faint ;  and  while  it  lafis,  it  is  exclufively 
ufed  for  this  purpofe. 

But  the  moft  Angular  part  of  the  ceremony  is, 
that  the  caul  of  ih^  oxj  well  powdered  with 
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buchu,  and  twiftec^  like  a  rope,  is  tied  round  his 
neck  J  and  he  is  obliged  to  wear  it  day  and  night 
till  it  rots  off,  or  till  the  infe6t,  at  a  filblcquent 
vifit,  lights  on  fome  other  inhabitant  of  the  kraal, 
when  the  firft  is  at  liberty  to  remove  ttV  -TheC 
cafe  is  the  fame,  if  the  infect  lights  on  a  woman  :■. 
ihe  inftantly  commences  a  faint  with  the  fame 
ceremonies  J  but  here  only  the  women  feaft  on. 
the  meat,  while  the  men  are  regaled  wfth  the 
broth. 

Thefe  limple  people  will  run  any  hazard  to 
procure  the  fafety  of  this  animal.  A  Gertiian, 
who  had  a  country  feat  about  iix  miles  from  the 
fort,  having  given  leave  to  feme  Hottentots  to 
turn  their  cattle  upon  his  domain,  they  removed 
to  the  place  with  their  kraal.  A.  fon  of  this  gen- 
tleman was  amuiing  himfelf  among  them,  when 
the  deified  infe6t  appeared.  The  Hottentots  flew 
tumultuoufly  to  adore  it,  while  the  youth  ran  to 
catch  it,  to  obferve  the  effe^s  fuch  a  captirre 
would  produce.  He  feized  it  in  the  midft  of 
them :  but  how  great  was  the  general  cry  and 
agony,  when  they  faw  it  in  his  hand  !  They  ftar^- 
cd  at  him,  and  at  each  other,  with  looks  of  dif- 
tradion.  "  See,  fee,  fee,"  cried  they,  "  what  he 
is  going  to  do  with  it  ?  will  he  kill  it,  will  he 
kill  it  ?"  Meanwhile  every  nerve  quivered  with 
fear.  Obferving  their  dillrefs,  he  alked  theraf' 
why  they  were  in  fuch  agonies  for  that  paltry  in-^ 
fed  ?  "  Ah  !  Sir,"  replied  they,  with  the  utmoft 
concern,  *'  it  is  a  divinity — it  is  come  from 
Heaven — it  is  come  on  a  good  defign.  Ah  !  do 
not  hurt  it :  do  not  offend  it.  ^  If  you  do,  we 
lliall  be  the  moft  miferable  wretches  on  earth* 
This  ground  will  lie  under  a  curfe^  and  tlie  crime 
will  never  be  forgiven." 


D3 


The 


MO 


KeLBElf*S   VOYA6B, 


The  young  gentleman  afie£ted  to  be  unmoved 
by  tbeir  petitions^  aild  feemed  as  if  he  intended 
to  maim  or  deftroy  it*  On  this  they  llarted  and 
tan  about  like  frantic  people )  alkipg  where  was 
)u8  confcience  ?  and  how  he  dared  to  think  of 
{perpetrating  a  criqie^  that  would  bring  down 
on  bis  head  all  the  vengeance  and  thunders  of 
Heaven } 

Tbefe  eXpoilulations  being  likewife  ineffec-r 
tuftl>  they  fell  profirate  on  the  ground,  and  with 
beaming  eyes,  and  the  loudeit  bewailings,  ber 
fought  him  to  fpare  the  obje^  af  their  adoration, 
and  to  give  it  libertyr  The  young  inan  now 
yielded,  atld  let  the  infeift  fly ;'  on  which  they 
capered  and  ihouted  in  a  tranfport  of  joy,  and 
running  afler  it,  paid  it  the  cuflomary  veneration. 

Th^  liottentots  alfo  pay  a  kind  pf  religious 
Worihip  to  their  deocafed  faints  and  men  of  re^r 
j)own>  whopa  they  honouif,  not  with  tombs,  flar 
tues,  or  infcriptions,  but  with  cpnfecrated  woodsj, 
mountains,  ^elds,  and  rivers,  to  their  memoiy, 
whicfi  they  never  pafs  without  exprellions  of  re* 
gard, 

They  likewife  worfliip  an  evil  deity^  whom 
fhey  confide^  as  the  father  of  tpifchief,  and  the 
fource  pf  all  their  affli6tions^  Him  they  tern^ 
Touquoa,  and  fay,  he  is  a  little,  illrtempered,  in- 
ferior captain,  whofe  malice  wi]l  feldom  permit 
him  to  reft;  and,  therefore,  they  pay  hl^\  ho-? 
|nage  in  order  to  avert  it,  and  wheedle  him  into 
^ood  hun^our^  by  the  pccallonal  facrifice  pf  an  oi( 
pi  a  (heep. 

Ju  \hp  in^mortality  of  the  foul  they  feem  tQ 
have  a  gen^jr^  belief;  and  therefore,  upon  tho 
4e£^tl^  ^f  any  perfon,  they  reqipve  their  kraals  tp. 
«  ne>V  iettlement  j|  from  the  opluioni  Ui|t  tha 
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df  ad  never  haunt  any  place  but  that  in  which  he 
died,  unlefs  any  thing  pertaining  to  them  is  car« 
ried  out  of  it,  and  then  they  imagine,  that  the 
departed  fpirits  will  follow  a  kraal,  and  be  very 
troublefome.  Impreifed  with  this  idea,  they 
leave  the  huts  in  which  they  died  Handing ;  and 
in  them  all  the  uteniils  belonging  to  the  deceafed. 

Such  is  the  abfurd  fydem  of  the  Hottentot  re« 
llgion,  to  which  they  are  fo  much  attached,  that 
I  never  heard  of  one  of  them  dying  a  Chriilian, 
Though  the  Dutch  have  fent  miflionaries  among 
them,  who  have  undergone  numberlefs  fatigues, 
and  taken  incredible  pains  to  make  converts,  it 
was  without  cfFe6k;  and  they  were  compelled, 
with  forrow,  to  abandon  the  generous  aefign« 
without  leaving  the  leaft  trace  of  their  labours  on 
the  minds  of  the  Hottentots.  Of  this  the  follow-^ 
ing  incident  may  ferve  as  a  confirmation. 

Mr.  Vander  Stel,  governor  of  the  Cape,  took 
an  infant  Hottentot,  whom  he  educated  in  the 
knowledge  of  Chriftianity,  and  according  to  the 
poliihed  manners  of  Europeans;  allowing  hini 
little  or  no  intercourfe  with  his  countrymen.  He 
became  well  verfed  in  the  myfteries  of  religion^ 
and  in  feveral  languages.  He  was  always  hand? 
fomely  dreiTed,  and  his  manners  were  formed  af« 
ter  the  beft  European  models  at  the  Cape. 

The  governor,  feeing  him  thus  qualified,  enter? 
tained  great  hopes  of  him,  and  fent  him  with  9 
commifiary  general  to  the  Indies,  where  he  re- 
mained employed  till  the  death  of  the  gentleman 
he  ferved  $  when  he  returned  to  his  original  pa-^ 
tron.  A  few  days  after,  at  a  vifit  among  his  ref- 
lations, he  flripped  himfelf  of  his  European  ap*r 
pare],  and  equipped  himfelf  in  the  habit  of  hia 
^jmtiy.    This  done^  be  packed  up  his  former 
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cIqotoi.  rati  with  them  to  the  governor'j,  imd 
prei«|«g  himfclf  before  M§  patron^  laid  the 
b^^lp^  his  feet»  and  addreflTcd  his  exeellency 
tol^  Ritlowing  purport :  *•  Be  pteafed,  Sir,  to 
take  notice,  that  I  fdr  ever  renounce  this  apparel } 
I  likewife»  for  ever,  renounce  the  Chriilian  feU» 
gion.  It  is  my  defign  to  live  and  to  die  ia  the 
Faith  of  my  fathers,  and  hi  conformity  to  their 
cuftoms  and  maiin^vs.  I  iliall  only  beg^  you  will 
grant  me,  and  I  am  fure  you  wfnnot  refufe  itj 
the  collar  and  hanger  I  wcaf.  Thefal  iliall  keep 
^r  your  (akc."  *      i        : 

Here  he  ifoppcd  j  and  t;nrtiing  hii^k»  fled 
fwiftly  away,  and  never  was  nK»fc  I8i§t  tri  that 
quarter.  TBis  man  I  frequently  cony«^||d,with 
up  tile  ^countnr,  and  fband,,  to  my  ins^iidfiaent, 
that  he  had  a  Arprifmg  ftock  of  Chrifll^khow- 
ledge.  .Butttioughllnade  iife^  of  tIlilK>ft  pcr- 

*iivc  *^n3  -^dearing  arguments  Ij^^'^  him 
k  int^^he  fold  of  Chi|i^,  he  cOOtl||^i^  to 
lUlniyjdifo  and  remionftrancfesv^J' 
^  »W#Jl^now  take.acuribry  viewHlbtife  ce- 
3rcftw#i«^ich>pajrtak6  of  a  relig!^iM|jture  j 
md  ^rei  ioir  the  marriage  of -rhe  JHW^^ 
a  Dil^dar  or  a  widower  has  a  mind'to^iil^ttyi 
he  di||lofes  his  intentibha  to  his  father  ^^B^d  if 
he  Wdead,  to  his  next  of  kiti  $  who,  if  |^  5eon* 
ients/  attends  him  to  the.  female's -refafes  : 
Whom  ^cy  regale  with  a  pipe  or  two  of  toi^ecol 
or  of  dachurwhii;*  they  all  imoke,  v^-^'  r 
The  father  Of "^tfee  lover  then  opetifit^  the  buii^ 
nefs  to  the  womaii!||fa|her ;  which  having  ^hcardi 
he  generally  retiffli|t«si0l!ifuK  iiia  wife,  ani  fboii 
returns  with  a  final  Ji^wer,  which  is  feldiwn'iin^ 
favoural^.  If,  howcvejrrthc  lovcr*«  father  rfci 
eelvesa  deiual>  nothing  mor^  is  ^i  li#tlie 
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enamorato  at  once  tears  the  obje6^  from  bis 
heart,  and  looks  out  for  another.  If  his  -with  is 
complied  with,  the  lover  chufes  two  or  three  fat 
oxen  from  his  own  herd,  or  his  father*$,  and 
drives  them  to  the  houfe  from  which  he  is  to  re- 
ceive his  deflined  bride  ;  accompanied  by  all  his 
relations  of  both  fexes,  not  too  remote  to  attend. 

The  kindred  of  the  woman  receive  them  with 
careiTes :  the  oxen  are  immediately  ilain,  and  the 
whole  company  befmear  their  bodies  with  the 
fat,  and  then  powder  themfelves^  from  head  to 
foot  with  buchu }  while  the  women  fpot  their 
faces  with  red  earth,  as  already  defcribed.  The 
men  then  fquat  down  in  a  circle,  in  the  centre 
of  which  is  the  bridegroom^  in  the  fame  attitude ; 
while  the  women  form  another  circle^  at  fome 
diflance,  round  the  bride. 

This  being  done,  the  prieft  of  the  kraal,  enter- 
ing the  circle  of  the  men,  fitll  urines  the  bride- 
groom, which  effufion  he  rubs  in  with  eager 
pleafure.  The  priefi  then  advancing  to  the  other 
circle,  evacuates  a  little  upon  the  bride,  who  re- 
ceives it  in  the  fame  manner.  This  ceremony  is 
repeated  by  the  prieft,  from  the  one  to  the  other, 
till  his  whole  Hock  is  exhaufted,  which,  with  be- 
nedidions  t6  the  following  purport,  conftitutes 
the  nuptial  rites  of  the  Hottentots  :  "  May  you 
live  long  and  happily  together.  May  you  have 
a  fon  before  the  end  of  the  year.  May  this  fon 
live  to  be  a  comfort  to  you  in  your  old  age.  May 
he  prove  a  man  of  courage,  and  a  good  hunter." 

Thefe  Angular  cremonies  ended,  the  oxen  are 
cut  into  many  pieces,  and  the  whole  dreiTed : 
fome  joints  being  boiled,  the  reft  roafted.  Dur- 
ing the  entertainment,  the  men  and  women  fit 
in  different  circles  i  the  bridegroom  alone  eating 
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in  the  company  of  the  women.    The  lappets  of  | 
their  greafy  mantles  fupply  the  place  of  plates ; 
but  they  have  fpoons  of  fea-fhells. 

Dinner  being  ended,  what  is  left  is  fet  by,  and  I 
they  proceed  to  fmoking  j  each  company  having 
one  tobacco  pipe.     The  perfon  who  fills  it,  after 
taking  two  or  three  whiffs,  gives  it  to  his  or  her 
neighbour  ;  and  thus  it  goes  round.  The  greateft  \ 
part  of  the  night  is  fpent  in  fmoking  and  mer- 
riment J  till  the  bridegroom  retires  to  the  arms  i 
of  his  bride,  when  the  company  feparates. 

Next  day  they  affemble  again,  and  feaft  and 
fmoke  as  before :  and  this  is  repeated,  till  the  | 
provifions  drefled  on  the  day  of  marriage  are 
quite  con  fumed.  On  thefe  occafions  they  have  j 
neither  mufic  nor  dancing ;  and  they  ufe  no 
llronger  lic^uor  than  their  ufual  beverage,  milk 
and  water. 

A  Hottentot  has  never  a  feparate  hut  till  after 
his  marriage  ;  and  then  his  wife  aflifts  him,  not 
only  in  erecting  it,  but  in  collefting  the  mate- 
rials, which  are  all  new  5  and  in  providing  the 
furniture.  This  being  accompliihed,  he  aban- 
dons to  hei*  the  care  and  toil  of  feeking  andl 
drefling  the  family  pjrovilions,  except  when  he 
goes  a  hunting  or  filhing.  The  wife  alfo  bears  a 
part  in  attending  the  cattle. 

At  the  birth  of  a  child,  the  parents  give  a  fo- 
lemn  feaft,  by  way  of  thankfgiving,  of  which  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  kraal  partake.  The  birth,  | 
however,  of  a  fiitt  fon  is  always  attended  with 
fuperior  demonftrations  of  joy.  Then  the  pa- 
rents flay  cattle  very  liberally,  for  the  entertain- 
jnent  of  the  whole  kraal  j  and  on  this  aufpicious 
occafion,  they  receive  the  zealous  congratulations 
Qf  aU  their  neighbours. 
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Should  it  happen  that  the  woman  Is  brought 
Ito  bed  of  twins,  and  they  are  both  boys,  they  kill 
|two  fat  bullocks  j  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
dllage  rejoice  at  this  prolificnefs  as  a  very  great 
Iblelfing.  The  mother  alone  is  excluded  from 
[the  entertainment ;  and  is  only  fupplied  with 
Ifome  of  the  fat  to  anoint  heri'elf  and  infants. 

However,  if  the  twins  arc  females,  there  Is 
[little  or  no  rejoicing  ',  and  all  the  facrilice  they 
lake,  at  the  utmoft,  does  not  exceed  a  couple  of 
liheep.  On  fuch  occalions,  they  frequently  give 
[the  lie  to  thefe  thankfgivings,  by  a  cruel  cuftom, 
[which,  though  pradil'ed  indeed  by  other  nations, 
[is  repugnant  to  every  fentiment  of  humanity, 
levery  principle  of  reafon.  If  the  parents  are 
■poor,  or  the  mother  pretends  that  ilie  is  unable 
[to  fuckle  both  the  girls,  the  mod  ordinary  of  the 
It^v'o  is  buried  alive  at  a  diftance  from  the  kraal, 
?ait  among  the  buflies,  or  tied  on  its  back  to  the 
[under  bough  r  f  a  tree,  where  it  is  left  to  ftarvc^ 
)r  to  be  devoured  by  birds  or  beafts  of  prey  *. 

An  expofed  female  infant  is  fometimes  found 
)y  an  European  :  when,  if  it  be  dead,  he  gene- 
rally ftays  to  bury  it  j  if  alive,  he  always  takes  it 
home ;  and  If  he  cannot  breed  it  up  himfelf,  he 
[always  finds  fome  perfon  who  is  difpofed  to  per- 
form this  charitabl/i  office.  Such  adopted  child- 
ren receive  a  good  education  -,  and  great  care  is 
taken  to  inftrui!^  them  thoroughly  in  the  know- 
ledge of  Chriftianity,  and  to  (ecure  them  from 
falling  off  to  the  filthy  and  idolatrous  cufloms  of 
the  Hottentots  ;  but  thefe  generous  labours  have 
icver  produced  any  lafting  efFe£t.    Not  a  foli- 

*  It  is  with  pain  we  record  ufages  fo  dirgraceful  to  human 
nature  }  but  they  ihew  the  va^ue  of  reiinennent,  ind  of  a  bene- 
volent religion  operating  on  the  condufi  of  men. 
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tary  inftance  has  appeared  of  a  Hottentot  mind  | 
deprived  of  its  native  bias  j  for  thefe  unhappy 
females,  no  fooner  arrive  at  years  of  maturity, 
than  flying  to  their  own  people,  they  conftantly 
renounce  the  principles  with  which  they  have 
been  imbued,  and  the  drefs  to  which  they  have 
been  accuftomed ;  and  return  to  the  religion  and 
cuftoms  of  their  anceftors,  which  they  invariably 
retain. 

When  the  young  Hottentot  is  arrived  at  the 
age  of  eight  or  nine  years,  he  is  deprived  of  the 
left  tefticle,  with  great  ceremony  :  but  the  po- 
ytTty  of  the  parents  fometimes  occafions  this  ce- 
remony to  be  deferred  till  the  age  of  manhood, 
it  being  attended  with  fome  e^i^nce.  This  cruel 
ceremony  is  fuppofed  to  contribute  to  the  agility 
of  the  Hottentot  j  and  this  perfuaiion  is  rein- 
forced by  another  idea,  not  lefs  abfurd,  that  twins  i 
would  be  the  eonfequence  of  its  omiflion.  And  I 
ihould  a  young  man  difregard  this  belief,  both 
he  and  the  woman  would  lie  at  the  mercy  of  the 
rulers;  and  the  woman,  for  fuch  an  infringe^ 
ment  of  the  laws  of  her  country,  would  be,  per- 
haps, torn  to  pieces  by  her  own  fex. 

This  is  one  a6t  of  legitimation  for  matrimony  j 
but  it  is  not  the  only  one.    Till  youths  are  about  | 
the  age  of  eighteen,  they  are  confined  to  the 
tuition  of  their  mothers,  and  live  entirely  with 
them.    A  fecond  aft  of  legitimation  completes  I 
their  claim  to  manhood.    When  the  father,  or 

.the  g^erality  of  the  men  of  a  kraal,  refolve 
to  call  a  young  man  into  their  fociety,  all  the! 
inhabitants  aifemble .  in  the  middle  of  the  vil* 
lage,  and  form  a  circle  on  the  ground.    The  I 
•young  fellow  to  be  admitted,  being  without 
the  circle,   is   deiired    to   fquat   down  on  his  I 

.  hagis  5  and  then  the  fenior  in  tlae  circle  rifes»| 
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and  afks,  'whether  the  youth  without  ihall  be  ad- 
mitted into  their  fociety,  and  made  a  man  ?  To 
this  all  anfwering  Yes,  yes !  he  leaves  the  circle, 
and  ftepping  up  to  the  novice,  informs  him,  that 
the  men  have  thought  him  v^orthy  to  be  admit- 
ted into  their  foci«.Ly,  and  he  is  now  to  take  an 
eternal  farewel  of  his  mother,  the  nurfery,  and 
all  his  puerile  purfuits  ;  and  that  if  he  is  ever 
feen  talking  to  his  mother,  and  does  not  iludi- 
oufly  avoid  her  company,  he  will  be  again  confi- 
dered  as  a  child,  and  excluded  the  converfation 
and  fociety  of  the  men  :  in  fine,  that  all  his 
thoughts,  words,  and  a6tions  muft  now  be  manly. 
This  is  repeated,  till  the  fage  thinks  his  admoni- 
tions are  fufhciently  impreifed  on  the  mind  of 
his  pupil. 

The  youth  havingj)revioufly  well  daubed  him- 
felf  with  fat  and  foot, 'the  old  man  urines  him, 
which  the  initiated  receives  with  joy,  rubbing  in 
the  briny  fluid  with  a  quicknefs  of  a6tion,  ex- 
prcffive  of  his  fatisfaftion  at  the  honour  which  is 
done  him.  The  fage  then  gives  him  this  l>ene- 
diftion  t  *'  Good  fortune  attend  thee.  Live  ta 
old  age.  Increale  and  multiply.  May  thy  beard 
foon  grow."  The  youth  is  then  folemnly  pro* 
claimed  a  man  j  and  all  the  men  affembled  feaft 
on  a  flieep,  partly  roafted,  partly  boiled. 

Should  a  young  man,  after  this  initiation,  be 
feen  eating  and  drinking  with  the  women,  he  is 
expofed  to  the  utmoft  contempt :  he  becomes  the 
jeft  and  deriiion  of  the  whole  Kraal,  and  is  ex- 
cluded from  the  fociety  of  the  men,  till  the  cere* 
mony  be  performed  anew. 

Thus  freed  from  the  care  of  his  mother,  a  Hot- 
tentot may,  without  any  ftigma,  be  fo  brutaland 
unnatural  as  to  cudgel  her,  to  ihfiw  his  independ- 
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ence  j  and  it  is  common,  on  liis'  admiflion  at 
lead,  to  go  and  abufe  her  with  inlulting  lan- 
guage, as  a  teftimony  of  the  fincerity  of  hi^  con- 
verlion,  and  of  his  reiblution  to  follow  the  advice 
he  h5»s  received. 

We  have  already  obferved,  that  fome  of  the 
Hottentots  enjoy  an  honourable  kind  of  diilinc- 
tion,  in  wearing  bladders  tied  to  their  hair  as 
trophies  of  their  valour.  Such  as  thofe  who 
have  fingly  encountered  and  flain  a  lion,  a  ti- 
ger, a  leopard,  an  elephant,  a  rhinoceros,  or  aii 
f.lk,  are  regarded  as  heroes.  A  perfon  who  has 
achieved  this,  on  his  return  home,  fquats  down  j 
and  is  foon  vi fired  by  one  of  the  fages  of  the 
kraal,  to  thank  and  congratulate  him  on  fo  be- 
neficial an  exploit  j  and  to  acquaint  him,  that 
the  men  of  the  kraal  expefi:  him  immediately  to 
receive  from  their  hands  the  honours  which  are 
his  due. 

The  hero  rifing,  attends  the  meflenger  to  the 
middle  of  the  kraal,  where  all  the  men  wait  for 
him  J  and  I'quatting  down  on  a  mat  fpread  for 
him,  all  the  men  encircle  him,  while  the  hero's 
face  is  flulhed  with  joy.  The  deputy  then 
marches  up  to  the  new  hero,  and  compliments 
him  with  a  natural  ftream»  accompanied  with 
fome  myfl:erious  words.  The  perfon  thus  honour- 
ed, as  on  other  occafions,  rubs  in  the  fluid  with  the 
greateft  eagcrnefs. 

This  done,  the  deputy  lights  his  pipe,  and 
having  taken  two  or  three  whiffs,  hands  it  round 
till  .it  is  fmoked  quite  out.  He  then  takes  the 
remaining  allies,  and  Ihakes  them  upon  the  hero, 
who  rubs  them  into  the  encrufting  fat,  careful 
not.  to  lofe  a  fingle  particle  of  them.  The  nieet- 
ing-  then  ^rifcs  up,  and  every  one  congratulate* 
2  lum 
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him  on  the  fignal  honour  he  has  received,  and 
thanks  him  for  the  fervice  he  has  done  his  coun* 
try.  The  hero  now  confiders  himfelf  as  exalted 
to  the  higheft  fiimmit  of  human  glory  j  and  by 
the  bladder  of  the  heaft  he  has  killed  and  faften- 
cd  to  his  hair,  and  the  majeftic  port  he  ever 
after  aifumes,  demands  the  homage  and  refpei^ 
which  the  inftitutions  of  his  countrymen  annex 
to  this  dignity. 

The  deftrudion  of  no  wild  beaft  diffufes  fo 
much  joy  over  a  kraal  as  that  of  the  tiger.  The 
Hottentots  have  an  amazing  predileftion  for  the 
flefh  ;  which,  indeed,  I  found  to  be  moft  delicious 
food,  and  far  fuperior  to  veal. 

The  laft  ceremonies  attending  a  private  perfon, 
are  thofe  which  have  a  reference  to  his  exit  and 
fepulture.  A  Hottentot  man  or  wom^n,  in  the 
agonies  of  death,  is  furrounded  by  the  friefids 
and  relations,  who  fet  up  a  terrible  howl.  The 
breath,  however,  is  no  fooner  out  of  the  body 
than  they  join  in  fo  horrid  a  chorus  of  fcreams, 
yellsj  roaring,  and  clapping  of  hands,  that  it  is 
impoifible  almoll  for  a  !&uropeau  to  Hay  withia 
he^iring. 

The  corpfe  is  inftantly  wrapped  up,  neck  and 
heels  together,  in  the  krofs,  fo  clofely,  that  not 
the  leaft  part  of  it  remains  uncovered.  About 
lix  hours  after  death,  the  funeral  obfequies  take 
place.  When  the  corpfe  is  ready  to  be  brought 
out,  all  the  men  and  women  of  the  village,  ex- 
cept fuch  as  are  immediately  engaged  in  the  me- 
lancholy rites,  aflfemble  before  the  door  of  the 
hut ;  and  fquatting  in  two  circles,  the  men  in 
one  and  the  women  in  another,  they  clap  their 
hands,  exclaiming,  in  doleful  accents,  "  Bo!  bol 
\)o\  or  Father!  father!  father!" 
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The  covering  being  removed,  the  corpfe  is 
brought  out  from  the  back  part  of  tlie  hut,  tor  it 
muft  not  be  taken  out  at  the  door.  The  bearers 
are  nominated  by  the  captain  of  the  kraal,  or  b/ 
the  relations  of  the  deceafed,  who  is  carried  in 
their  arras.  When  brought  out,  the  circles,  be- 
fore the  door,  rife  and  attend  the  corpfe  to  the 
grave,  the  men  and  ivomen,  in  feparate  bodies, 
all  the  way  wringing  their  hands,  and  Hiouting 
Bo!  bo  I  bo!  and  putting  themfelves  into  fuch  ri- 
diculous attitudes,  thut  it  is  difficult  for  an  Eu- 
ropean to  be  prcfent,  and  prefefve  his  gravity. 

Having  put  the  corpfe  into  the  hole,  general!/ 
the  clift  of  a  rock,  or  the  retreat  of  fome  wild 
bead,  they  fill  up  the  place  with  the  mould  of 
ant-hills,  that  it  may  be  the  fooner  confumed ; 
and  cram  ilones  and  pieces  of  wood  in  with  it, 
to  prevent  the  body  being  devoured  by  wild 
beads. 

This  performed,  they  return  to  the  kraal.,  and 
again  forming  two  circles,  renew  their  lamenta- 
tions for  about  the  fpace  of  an  hour,  till  the 
word  being  given  for  lilence,  two  old  men,  the 
friends  or  relations  of  the  deceafed,  enter  each 
circle,  and  fparingly  difpenfe  their  water  among 
them,  that  every  perfon  may  have  fome,  which 
is,  as  ufual,  rubbed  in  with  eagemeis  and  vene- 
ration. 

After  this  cremony,  which  confiitutes  a  part 
of  all  their  folemnities,  each  Heps  into  the  hut, 
and,  taking  up  a  handful  of  aihes  from  the 
hearth,  comes  out  by  tlie  pafTage  fornied  for  the 
corpfe,  and  ftrews  the  aihes,  by  little  and  little, 
over  the  company.  This,  they  fay,  is  done  to 
humble  their  pride ;  to  baniih  all  notions  of  dif- 
tindion  >  and  to  Ihew  them^  that  old  and  young, 
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rich  and  poor,  the  weak  and  ftrong,  the  beauti- 
ful and  the  ordinary,  will  all  be  alike,  and  re- 
duced to  duft  and  afhes. 

If  the  deceafed  has  any  cattle,  the  heir  now 
kills  a  fheep,  and  fome  of  his  neareft  relations, 
if  they  can  afford  it,  do  the  fame,  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  kraal.  The  caul  of  the  flieep, 
killed  by  the  heir,  is  well  powdered  with  buchu, 
and  put  about  his  neck  j  which  appendage  he  is 
obliged  to  wear  till  it  rots  off.  Some  one  of  the 
other  relations  wear  likewife  the  caul  of  the 
iheep  they  kill,  in  the  fame  manner.  Thefe 
cauls  are  the  badges  of  mourning,  which  the  rich 
Hottentots  put  on  for  the  dead.  But  if  the  rela- 
tions of  the  deceafed  are  poor,  and  cannot  afford 
to  kill  any  cattle  for  the  entertainment  of  their 
fociety,  they  fhave  their  heads  in  narrow  flips, 
alternately  leaving  a  ftrip  of  hair,  which  likewife 
denotes  mourning. 

One  horrid  cuftom  remains  to  be  particularized. 
When  perfons  of  either  fex  become  fuperannu- 
ated,  or,  in  (liort,  unable  to  perform  the  leaft 
office  for  themfelves,  they  are  then,  by  the  con- 
fent  of  the  kraal,  placed  in  a  folitary  hut,  at  a 
confiderable  diflance,  with  a  fmall  ftock  of  pro- 
vifions  within  their  reach  j  where  they  are  left  to 
die  of  hunger,  or  to  be  devoured  by  the  wild 
beads.  Cruel  as  this  cuftom  is,  they  confider  it 
as  an  a&  of  mercy ;  and  are  filled  with  aftonifh- 
ment,  when  they  hear  it  reprobated  by  Euro- 
peans. It  muft,  however,  be  confeffed,  that  they 
never  pra6tife  this  dreadful  defertion  of  the  aged, 
till  life  is  abfolutely  a  burden.  While  the  old 
are  capable  of  any  a6t  of  humanity,  they  are 
treated  with  tlie  tendered  attention,  and  care  is 
taken  to  relieve  the  burden  of  their  years, 
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The  Hottentots  have  alfo  fome  ceremonies  of 
a  general  concern :  upon  the  overthrow  of  an 
enemy ;  on  any  coniiderable  (laughter  of  wild 
beafts  i  on  the  removal  of  a  kraal,  when  the  paf- 
ture  about  it  becomes  too  fcanty  for  the  fupport 
of  their  cattle;  when  an  inhabitant  dies  in  it, 
whether  a  natural  or  accidental  death;  or  to 
propitiate  the  deity,  when  any  didemper  afieds 
their  flieep. 

When  they  delign  a  public  entertainment,  they 
ere6t  a  fort  of  booth  in  the  centre  of  the  kraal, 
fufficient  to  entertain  all  the  men  commodiouHy, 
the  materials  wholly  new,  as  an  emblem  of  their 
intention  of  commencing  a  new  life.  On  the 
morning  of  the  day  appointed  for  the  celebration 
of  the  folemnity,  the  women  and  children  of  the 
kraal  colled  the  moft  beautiful  and  odoriferous 
herbs,  flowers,  and  boughs,  with  which  they 
adorn  the  booth  or  arbour.  The  men  then  kill  the 
fatteft  bullock,  part  of  which  is  boiled  and  part 
roafted.  This  the  males  feaft  on  in  the  booth, 
while  the  women  are  obliged  to  be  fatisfiedwith 
the  broth. 

After  the  repaft,  they  commence  fmoking  and 
dancing,  while  a  band  of  mufic,  compofed  of 
a  kind  of  flutes  formed  of  reeds,  and  a  fort  of 
drum,  ftrikes  up  at  intervals.  Some  fing,  others 
joke,  and  mirth  triumphs  in  peals  of  laughter. 
But  though  they  are  immoderately  fond  of  ftrong 
liquor,  little  or  any  is  feen  in  thefe  folemnities, 
which  are  generally  prolonged  to  a  late  hour  of 
the  night,  • 

.  When  they  refolve  to  remove  a  kraal,  on  ac- 
count of  a  deficiency  of  pafture,  they  kill  a  fat 
iheep,  on  which  the  men  feaft,  while  the  women 
have  the  ufual  regale  of  broth.     The  banquet  is 
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conducted  with  much  mirth  and  goodj humour, 
land  is  conlidered   as  a   thank-offering  for  the 
bounties  of  nature  enjoyed  in  that  place. 

This  iiniihed,  they  demoliih  their  cots^  pack 
up  their  furniture,  and  remove  at  once,  the  men 
I  in  one  hody,  and  the  women  in  another,  to  the 
place  marked  out  for  a  new  fettlement  j  where 
being  arrived,  in  a  very  lliort  fpace  of  time  they 
cre6t  a  new  kraal,  and  difpoi,e  of  their  furniture, 
A  iheep  is  then  killed  by  the  women,  and  drefied 
as  before  j  btit  they  now  enjoy  the  fleih  them- 
felves,  and  fend  the  broth  to  the  men.  Having 
anointed  their  kroifes  with  the  fat,  and  powder- 
ed their  hair  with  buchu,  they  begin  the  feveral 
diverlions  among  themfelves,  and  continue  them 
till  the  night  is  far  fpent.  The  iheep  is  here 
conlidered  as  a  facrifice ;  and  the  un6tions  and 
powderings  as  religious  formalities  for  the  pro- 
Iperity  of  the  kraal,  and  the  continuance  of  plen- 
ty in  the  ftation  they  have  chofen. 

Their  huts  are  all  oval,  the  longeft  diameter 
being  about  fourteen  feet :  they  are  formed  of 
flicks,  one  end  of  which  is  fixed  in  the  ground, 
tlie  other  bent  over  the  top  {o  as  to  make  an 
arch ;  but  they  are  feldom  fo  high  that  a  man 
can  ftand  upright  within  them.  The  arches  be- 
ing fixed  by  tying  bent  fticks  with  a  kind  of 
rope  formed  of  ruJhes,  the  whole  is  covered  with 
mats  J  which  are  fo  clofely  united  to  each  other 
and  to  the  ilicks,  as  not  to  admit  tlie  rain,  or  to 
be  affefted  by  the  wind. 

The  cots  of  the  wealthy  Hottentots  have  alfo  ft 
covering  of  Ikins.  They  have  no  other  aperture 
but  at  the  entrance,  which  is  alfo  arched,  and 
about  three  feet  high ;  and  on  its  top  is  fixed  a 
^kin,  to  be  lifted  up  or  let  down  at  pleafure,  in 
order  to  keep  out  the  wind^  or  adiait  light.  TJui 
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is  the  only  palTagc  for  the  Tmoke.  Their  fi^rni^ 
ture  conlifts  of  earthen  pots  for  dreffing  their  vie* 
tuals,  and  feveral  other  vefl'els  for  water,  railk, 
and  butter.  The  fire-place  i»  a  hole  made  in  the 
middle  of  the  hut  i  and  their  bed  a  Ikin  ipread  in 
a  fmall  cavity  mad^  in  the  ground  for  this  purpofe. 

A  kraal  coniifls  of  twenty  or  more  of  thefe 
huts,  placed  near  each  other  in  a  circ'e,  leaving 
an  area  in  the  middle :  each  kraal  containing 
ifrom  three  to  four  hundred  perfons.  I'he  habit- 
ations of  the  opulent  arc  often  hung  with  beau- 
tiful ikins  and  a  variety  of  trinkets  j^  but  though 
the  mpft  fplendid  of  them  are  narrow,  dark,  and 
iilthy,  harmony  almoft  nniverfally  prevails  i:i 
them,  that  heavenly  charm,  fo  rarely  lo  be  found 
in  the  moft  magnificent  palaces  of  Europe ! 

When  a  difference  happens  between  a  man  and 
his  wife,  it  is  foon  accommodated :  all  the  neigh- 
bours inftantly  interpofe,  and  the  quarrel  is  at  an 
end.  The  Hottentots  indeed  run  to  the  fuppref- 
fion  of  ftrife,  when  it  has  invaded  a  family,  the 
fame  aswe  do  to  extinguilhafire ;  ai  d  allow  them- 
felves  no  repofe  till  every  matter  in  difpute  is  ad- 
julled. 

Tjje  laft  public  ceremony  we  (hall  mention,  is 
the  propitiatory  offerings  for  a  difeafe  among  their 
flieep,  which  laft  three  days.  On  each  of  thefe 
Iblemnities,  the  old  men  affemble  by  themfelves 
and  feafl  on  the  fat  flieep  j  while  the  young  men, 
at  a  diftance,  eat  the  entrails ;  and  the  women 
and  children  are  regaled  with  the  broth  of  the 
part  that  is  boiled.  The  feaft  being  over,  they 
ibend  the  remainder  of  each  day  in  finging  aud 
Oancing. 

The  cattle  belonging  to  the  fame  kraal  graze 
in  common ;  and  the  meanefl  inhabitant,  who  has 
l^ttt  a  liiigle  iheep«  has  the  privilege  of  turning  it 
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Into  the  flock,  where  it  meets  with  the  fame 

ire,  as  if  it  belonged  to  the  richeit  and  moil 

rcrfiil  perfon  of  the  kraal.     They  have  no 

larticular  herdfmen  or  fliepherds  for  driving  their 

ittle  to  the  pailure,  and  guarding  them  from 

rild  beads.     This  office  is  borne  by  turns,  three 

>r  four  of  them  in  company :  the  women  milk' 

ing  the  cows  morning  and  evening. 

Between  five  and  lix  in  the  evening,  they  gc- 
lerally  drive  their  cattle  home.  In  the  area  of 
le  kraal  they  Jodge  the  calves  and  all  the  fmali 
:attle  J  and  on  the  outfide  range  the  great  cattle, 
^ying  two  and  two  together  by  the  feet.      Thefe 

the  night  are  guarded  by  dogs^  of  which  every 
[raal  has  one  or  two. 

The  Hottentots  have  a  kind  of  fighting  oxen, 
/•hich  they  call  backeleyers,  ufed  in  their  wars, 
IS  elephants  are  in  fome  other  nations.  Thefc 
jore,  kick,  and  trample  the  enemy  to  death  with 
Incredible  fury.      Of  thefe,  each   army  has   a 

rove,  which  they  mutually  turn  on  each  other, 
Ihe  courage  of  thefe  creatures  is  aftonifliingj 
md  the  difcipline  on  which  they  are  formed  re- 

iGts  no  fmall  honour  on  the  Hottentot  genius 

id  dexterity. 

Thefe  animals  are  alfo  of  great  fervice  to  them 
|n  the  government  of  the  herds  at  pafture;  for, 
ipon  a  iignal  given,  they  will  fetch  in  the  ftrag- 
slers.  Every  kraal  has  at  leaft  half  a  dozen  o{ 
[hefe  oxen  j  and  when  one  ot  chem  dies  or  grows 
loo  old  for  icrvice,  the  moll  (lately  young  ox  is 
[eleded  froin  the  herd,  and  taught  to  fucceed 

im. 

The  backeleyers  know  every  inhabitant  of  the 

craal :  but  if  a  llranger,  cfpecially  an  European, 
Approaches  the  herd,  witl^ut  being  accompanied 
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by  a  Hottentot  of  the  kraal  to  which  they  be- 
luug,  they  make  at  him  full  gallop ;  and  if  he  isl 
not  within  hearing  of  fome  of  the  herdfmen,  or 
can  climb  up  a  tree,  or  aft  on  the  defenlive  by 
fire  arms,  his  deftru6tion  is  inevitable.  But  they 
no  fooncr  hear  the  whiftling  of  the  keepers 
through  their  fingers,  or  the  report  of  a  piftol,] 
than  they  return  to  the  herds  in  peace. 

The  Hottentots  have  likewife  great  numbers! 
of  draught  oxen,  which  are  broken  with  fo  muchl 
art  and  rendered  fo  obedient  to  their  drivers,  that| 
the  docility  of  an  European  dog  is  not  greater. 

Thefe  people  are  expert  in  fevcral  arts:  theyl 
make  mats  and  ropes  of  great  ftrength  from  flags! 
and  bullruflies ;  and  fabricate  earthen  pots  of  thel 
mould  of  anthills,  in  which  the  bruifcd  ant  eggs 
form  a  very  ftrong  cement.  They  fafliion  the  veiitl 
on  a  fmooth,  flat  ftone,  by  hand,  as  a  paftry  cook 
does  a  pye  -,  periniit  it  to  dry  in  the  fun ;  and  then 
burn  it  in  a  hole  made  in  the  earth,  over  which 
a  quick  fire  is  raifed.    Thefe  pots  are  as  black  m\ 
jet,  and  of  a  furprifing  firmheis. 

They  point  their  weapons  with  iron,  which! 
they  even  extract  from  the  orej  and  with  no| 
other  implements  but  Hones,  beat  it  out,  and  ma- 
nuta8:ure  it  into  weapons?  after  which  thc/l 
grind  and  polilh  it  fo  nicely  on  a  fiat  ftone,  as  tol 
render  it  valuable  both  for  ufe  and  beauty.  Thiil 
ingenuity,  however,  is  not  incompatible  wUhl 
their  habitual  lazinefs:  for  a  poor  HottentntJ 
having  made  a  fet  of*  arms  for  hrs  own  ufe,  andl 
perhaps  another  for  fale,  by  which  he  has  acquir-l 
cd  two  or  three  head  of  cattle,  can  hardly  ever  bcl 
induced  to  fet  his  hand  to  the  fame  labour  a  tliirdj 
time, 
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Their  arrows  confift  of  a  fmall  tapering  flick  or 
Icane,  of  about  a  foot  and  a  half  in  length,  point- 
led  with  a  Imall  thin  piece  of  iron  beardad  and  join- 
led  to  th«  ftick  or  cane  by  a  barrel.     Their  bows 
ire  made  of  olive  or  iron -wood ;  and  the  Arings^ 
)f  the  jfiuews  or  entrails  of  bealh,  faftened  to  a 
lltrong  wooden  or  iron  hook  at  each  extremity  of 
[the  bow.     The  quiver  is  a  long  narrow  bag* 
[formed  of  the  Ikin  of  an  ox,  elk,  or  elephant,  and 
[flung  over  the  ihoulder  by  an  appended  ftrap ; 
[but  to  the  upper  end  of  the  quiver  is  fixed  a 
look,  on  which  the  bow  is  hung,  when  they  pro- 
ved to  war  or  to  the  chace. 

They  have  another  ofteofive  weapon,  called  the 

lalVagaye,  which  is  a  kind  of  half  pike.    The 

lUial't  is  a  long  taper  ftick,  armed  at  the  thickeft 

lend  with  a  thin  iron  plate.     It  tapers  to  a  poipt, 

[and  is  very  iliarp  on  the  edgrs.     The  rackum- 

lltick  is  a  Ibrt  of  dart,  little  more  than  a  foot  long, 

lade  of  fonie  hard  wood. 

In  the  ule  of  thefe  weapons,  the  Hottentots 

hew  fuch  quicknefs  of  eye  and  certainty  of  aim, 

IS  perhaps  no  other  people  pofl'eis.     They  do  not 

Halt,  like  the  Europeans  to  take  their  aim,  but  Ikip 

from  fide  to  fide,  and  brandiih  and  whirl  the 

i'capon  about  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  whole 

Imight  be  regarded  as  an  idle  ilouriih ;  but  on  a 

Ifudden,  it  reaches  the  mark.     Their  dexterity  on 

|thefe  occafions  almolt  exceeds  credibility. 

No  people  are  more  couragious  or  expert  hun- 

Itcrsj  and  on  taking  and  killing  the  moft  fero- 

|cious  animals,  they  difplay  great  art  and  agility. 

hey  arelikewife  very  dexterous  fwimmers  ;  and 

[this  ex(jrcife  they  perform  in  a  manner  different 

from  other  nations  j  for  they  beat  the  water  with 

'icir  feet,  and  raiiing  themfeives  tx%Qi,  paddle 

along 
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along  with  their  necks  and  arms  above  the  fur- 
face.  In  this  poilure  they  crofs  deep  rivers  j  and  I 
proceed  with  great  velocity  in  the  fea,  without 
iliewing  the  leaft  apprehenfion  of  danger,  in  the 
manner  which  European  fwimmers  call  treading 
the  waters  J  riilng  and  falling  with  the  waves, 
like  fo  many  corks.  In  fifliing,  their  addrefs] 
and  a^ivity  are  likewife  moft  extraordinar/. 

But  the  chief  pride  of  a  Hottentot  is  difplayedl 
in  hunting  and  killing  wild  beads.    When  all 
the  men  of  a  kraal  are  out  upon  the  chace,  and  | 
difcover  a  wild  beaft  of  any  niagnitude,  they  en- 
deavour to  furround  him,  which  they  generally  | 
do  in  d  ihort  time,  though  the  beaft  may  endea- 
vour to  fly.     If  they  encompafs  an  elephant  or  z  <- 
rhinoceros,  they  attack  him  with  hafTagayes,  the 
hardnefs  and  thicknefs  of  his  hide  fecuring  him 
againft  the  efte6ts  of  a  Ihower  of  arrows.  Should 
they  fail  to  lay  him  dead  on  the  fpot,  and  he  is 
able  to  return  the  attack,  they  form  as  wide  a 
ring  as  they  can,  to  reach  him  with  their  haffa- 
l^yes.     The  creature  being  wounded,  runs  with 
^reat  fury  and  bellowing  againft  the  perfons  frora| 
whom  the  weapons  feemed  to  proceed  j  he  is  at- 
tacked in  the  rear  by  others :  he  wheels  round  to  I 
revenge  himfelf  on  the  laft  affailants ;  and  again 
his  enemies  take  the  advantage.    The  haffagayes 
multiply  on  his  body:    he  roars,  tears  up  the 
ground ;  and  is  fometimes  covered  with  a  foreHJ 
of  mi  (file  weapons  before  he  falls. 

When  a  lion,  tiger,  or  leopard  is  thus  inclofed,| 
they  attack  him  both  with  haiTagayes  and  ar- 
rows. With  eyes  darting  fire  and  the  wildeftl 
fage,  he  flies  on  the  affailants.  Nimble  as  he  is,| 
ihey  are  flill  more  fo  >  and  avoid  him  with  afto- 
oilhing  dexterity,  till  they  are  relieved  by  feme  of  I 
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I  their  aifociates.  He  takes  fo  quick  a  bound,  that 
ja  rpe£tator  trembles  for  the. fate  of  the  perfon  he 
I  aims  at ',  yet  the  Hottentot  eludes  his  force  in  the 
twinkliog  of  an  eye ;  and  the  favage  fpends  his 
I  fury  on  the  ground.  He  turns  and  leaps  towards 
I  another,  and  another,  and  another;  but  Hill  in 
I  vain:  they  avoid  him,  quick  as  thought  $  and- 
iUll  he  £ghts  only  with  the  air. 

All  this  time  the  haflagayes  and  arrows  are 

pouring  upon  him  in  the  rear :  he  becomes  infu- 

I  riate  with  pain ;  and  running  and  bounding  from 

one  aflailant  to  another,  and  tumbling  from  time 

I  to  time,  to  break  the  arrows  and  haflagayes  that 

nre  fattened  in  him,  he  foams,  yells,  and  roari  in 

.    moft  hideous  iiyle. 

Nothing  can  be  more  admirable  than  the  ac«> 

jtivity^and  addrefs  with  which  the  Hottentots 

efcape  the  paws  of  thefe  favage  beafis,  and  the 

incredible  fpeed  and  refolution  with  which  they 

relieve  each  other.    If  the  bead  is  not  quickly 

difpatched,  he  is  foon  convinced,  that  it  is  impof- 

iible  to  epppofe  fuch  a  nimble- foe ;  and  in  confe- 

quence  tries  to  efcape;  but  his  back  .being  by 

this  time  covered  with  arrows  and  liaflagayes, 

fome  of  which  are  ufually  poifoned,  he  falls  and 

I  bites  the  ground. 

The  Hottentots,  however,  do  not  often  engage 
Ian  elephant,  a  rhinoceros,  or  an  elk  after  this  man-^ 
ner :  the  elephants  going  always  to  water  in  troops 
in  a  line,  form  a  path  from  their  haunts  to  the 
drinki;ig  place.  In  this  track,  the  Hottentots  with- 
out fpade  or  ax,  for  they  have  neither,  make  a  hol^ 
pom  ilx  to  eight  feet  deep,  in  the  middle  o€ 
Iwhich  th^  fix  a  ftrong  fiake,  tapering  up  to  % 
point,  nearly  of  the  height  of  the  pit.    This  be-* 
ting  done,  thc^  cover  the  hole  with  fmall  boughsi 
Vol.  IV,  P  Icavwt 
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leaves,  mould,  and  grafs ;  fo  that  there  is  Ho  ap- 
pearance remains  of  a  trap. 

The  elephants,  keeping  pretty  clofc  to  the  I 
track,  the  iirft  of  them  is  fure  to  fall  in  with  his 
forefeet,  when  his  neck  or  breaft  being  pierced 
by  the  ftake  on  which  the  whole  body  refts,  the 
more  he  ftruggles,  the  farther  it  penetrates.  The 
reft  of   the  elephants,  feeing   the   difafter   of | 
their  companion,  make  off  immediately.    Mean- 
while the  Hottentots  feeing  the  fuccefs  of  their  I 
ambufcade,   iffue  out  of  their  covert,  get  up- 
on the  neck  of  the  beaft,  and  either  fradture 
his  Ikull  with  heavy  ftones,  or  open  the  large 
veins  with  their  knives.    The  carcafe  is  then  cut 
in  pieces  and  carried  to  the  kraal,  where  all  the| 
inhabitants  make  a  jovial  feaft. 

It  has  already  been  obferved,  that  the  wealth  I 
of  the  Hottentots  conlifts  in  their,  cattle  j  and  it  is  | 
never  feen  in  any  other  article,  except  in  ele- 
phant's teeth,  of  which  they  procure  a  confider- 
able  number,  though  they  bring  but  few  of  them  I 
to  the  Cape.    The  Dutch  imagine  they  difpofel 
the  greater  part  of  them  to  the  inhabitants  of| 
Terra  du  Natal,  or  to  the  Portuguefe  at  Mofara- 
bique. 

Thefe  uncorrupted  people  have  no  fuch  thingl 
as  circulating  fpecie  among  them :  iheir  traffic] 
with  each  other,  as  well  as  with  ftrangers,  is  al- 
ways in  the  way  of  barter.    A  few  of  them  oc- 
calionally  get  the  eggs  of  oftriches  and  the  Ikinsj 
of  wild  beafts,  which  they  exchange  with  the  Eu- 
ropeans for  wine,  brandy,  tobacco,  pipes,  coral,! 
beads,  fmaU  mirrors,  knives>  and  brafs  trinkets.] 
Qenerally  fpeaking,  however,  cattle  is.  their  me- 
dium of  exchange,  both  with  the  Europeans  andl 
-)vith,  each  other ;   and  thefe  they  part  with  at  a 
rate  iocredibly  1  ow.    A  pound  of  tobacco  fetcbedl 
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{an  ox,  half  a  pound  a  large  ilieep»  and  a  quarter 
of  a  pound  a  fat  lamb,  whenever  I  wilhed  to  bar* 
gain  with  them.  A  dram,  however,  ferved  to 
j  expedite  the  agreement. 

The  wild  beafts  of  this  country  are  remarkably 
fierce  and  favage.  The  lions  are  pofTefled  of 
jfurprifing  ftrength.  When  they  fall  upon  their 
prey,  they  knock  it  down  firft;  never  biting  it 
till  they  have  given  it  the  mortal  blow,  which  is 
{always  attended  with  a  dreadful  roar. 

When  the  lion  is  pinched  with  hunger,  he 
l^akes  his  mane,  and  lailies  his  fides  with  his 
I  tail.  During  this  agitation,  it  is  almoft  certain 
death  to  come  in  his  way  5  and  as  he  generally 
I  lurks  for  his  prey  behind  the  bulhes,  travellers 
I  fometimes  do  not  difcover  the  motion  of  his  tail 
till  it  is  too  late :  but  if  a  lion  neither  fhakes  his 
I  mane  nor  laflies  himfelf  with  his  tail,  a  traveller 
I  may  pafs  in  fafety.  The  fleih  of  4  lion  is  by  fome 
I  reputed  to  refemble  venitbn. 

The  tiger  and  leopard  are  next  in  fiercenefs  to 
I  the  lion.  The  tiger,  however,  is  much  the  largeft, 
jand  is  diftinguiflied  by  rings  of  black  hair  inclof- 
ing  fpots  of  yellow  ;  but  the  black  ftreaks  of  the 
leopard  are  not  round,  but  are  formed  with  an 
I  opening  refembling  a  horfe  fhoe.  Neither  of 
j  thei'e  animals  will  eat  the  flefli  of  any  creature 
[they  have  not  killed  themfelves. 

One  Bowman,  a  burgher  at  the  Cape,  walking 
alone  in  the  fields,  was  furprifed  I"  7  a  tiger  which 
[leaped  at  his  throat ;  but  though  terribly  frigh- 
tened, he  had  the  prefence  of  mind  to  feize  him 
[by  the  head,  and  flruggling,  threw  him  to  the 
ground,  and  fell  upon  him.  He  then  contrived 
I  to  hold  the  favage  down  with  one  hand  and  th6 
weight  of  his  body,  while  with  the  other  hand. 
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he  drew  a  knife  from  his  pocket>  and  cut  the  ti- 
ger's throat.  In  this  unequal  confliiSt,  Mr.  Bow- 
man received  a  number  of  wounds,  and  loft  much 
blood ;  and  it  is  perhaps  the  only  inftance  of  a 
man,  by  dint  of  force,  being  able  to  cope  with 
this  formidable  animal. 

The  Cape  elephants  are  much  larger  than  thofe 
of  any  other  country ;  and  their  teeth  weigh  from 
fixty  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds.  The 
female  is  confiderably  lefs  than  the  male;  and 
her  dugs  are  placed  between  her  forelegs.  I 
am  certain  thofe  authors  are  raiftaken,  who  fay 
that  they  fleep  Handing;  fori  have  frequently 
feendeep  impreliions  of  their  bodies  on  the 
ground  where  they  have  lain..  Their  common 
food  is  grafs,  heath,  roots,  and  the  tender  boughs 
of  trees.  They  have  no  hair,  and  their  Ikins  are 
covered  with  a  multitude  of  fears  and  Icratches, 
which  they  receive  by  forcing  tlieir  way  through  | 
thorns  and  bufhes. 

-The  Cape  rhinoceros  is  of  a  dark  afh  colour,! 
inclining  to  black.  The  ikin  is  deftitute  of  hair  ,*  I 
but  is  fo-hard  that  it  is  difficult  to  pierce  it  with  a| 
iharp  knife.  This  animal  is  generally  reprefent- 
ed  as  armed  all  over  with  fcales:  but  thofe  atl 
the  Cape  have  really  none,  though  the  infinitel 
number  of  fears  and  fcratches  on  his  iides,  at  al 
diftance,  have  the  appearance  of  fcales.  HisI 
mouth  refen^les  that  of  a  large  hog ;  and  uponl 
the  fnout  grows  a  folid,  dark-grey  horn,  near  two! 
feet  long,  ibmewhat  bent;  with  which,  wheni 
in  a  rage,  he  will  tear  up  the  ground.  On  hisf 
forehead  is  another  horn,  about  fix  inches  long| 
hollow»  and  in  the  form  of  a  half-kiverted  bowlJ 
His  ears  are  fmall>  and  his  legs  ibort  in  propor«l 
tion  to  the  iize.    With  the  elephant  it  is  at  per-l 
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petual  variance  j  and  whenever  he  furprifes  him, 
he  rips  open  his  belly  with  the  t'ormidabla  horn 
on  his  fnout. 

He  ealily  catches  thefccnt  of  any  creature  to  the 
windward,  and  m^v  hes  diredly  towords  it, grunt- 
ing, and  tearing  lu.^  way  through  every  oppofingob- 
flacle.  He  neverattacks  a  man,  unprovoked,  unleis 
he  is  dreiTed  in  fcarlet ;  in  which  cafe  he  rends  and 
deftroys  every  thing  that  ilands  between  him  and 
the  objeft  of  his  wrath.  If  he  feizes  him,  he 
throws  him  over  his  head  with  great  violence  5 
and  then  feeds  upon  him,  by  licking  the  flefh  0^ 
the  bones  with  his  rough  and  prickly  tongue. 

His  eyes  are  very  I'mall,   and   he  only  fees 

[ftraight  forwards  j  but  though  he  is  pretty  fwift  of 

foot,  he  is  very  (low  and  awkward  in  turning. 

It  is  therefore  eafy  to  avoid  him,  by  fuddenly 

leaving  his  track,  when  he  comes  within  a  few 

yards.    This    animal    feeds  chiefly  on  Ihrubs, 

broom,  and  thiilles.     The  buffaloes  of  the  Cape 

are  of  great  magnitude,  and  of  a  reddifh  brown 

colour.     Their  horns  are  fliort  j  and  their  Ikin  is 

Ifp  hard  and  tough,  that  it  requires  very  good 

Ifire-arms  to  penetrate  them.     The  fight  of  any 

Ithing  red  enrages  this  animal  likewife,  or  if  a 

Igun  is  difcharged  near  them.  On  thefe  occalions, 

Ithey  roar,  ftamp,  tear  up  the  ground,  and  furi- 

[oufly  nm  at  the  offending  party. 

The  Cape  elks  are  generally  five  feet  high, 
?hcir  heads  are  fmall ,  their  horns  about  a  foot 
long,  and  twilled  j  but  the  ends  are  ftraight, 
Smooth,  and  pointed.  Th*?  neck  is  flender  and 
kvell-turned  j  and  the  hair  on  the  body  fmooth, 
[oft,  and  afli-colouredi    The  legs  are  longhand 

ider^  m^  tk^  tail  about  a  foot  ia  length. 

F  3  They 
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Thef  climb  the  mod:  abrupt  precipices  with  fur* 
priiing  fpeed  and  fecurity. 

The  zebra»  or  wild  afs  of  this  country,  is  a 
mod  beautiful  creature.  It  Is  of  the  lize  of  an 
ordinary  faddle-horfe ;  and  refembles  au  afs  in 
nothing  fo  much  as  the  length  of  its  ears.  The 
legs  of  this  animal  are  ilender  and  well-propor- 
tioned :  and  tlie  hair  is  foft  and  (leek.  Along 
the  ridge  of  the  back,  a  black  ftreak  extends 
from  the  mane  to  the  tail }  and  on' each  iide  are 
many  lines  of  various  colours,  whioh  meet  under 
the  belly  in  fo  many  circles.  Thie  head,  ears, 
mane,  and  tail,  are  alfo  ftreaked  with  the  fame  I 
beautiful  variety  of  colours,  which  lofe  them- 
felves  in  each  other  in  a  moil  elegant  manner. 
The  zebra  is  fo  fleet,  that  there  is  probably  no  | 
horfe  in  the  world  could  keep  pace  with  him. 

The  goats  are  of  various  fpecies.  Befides  thofe  I 
refembling  the  European  breed,  tliere  are  fome  of 
a  fine  blue  colour,  about  the  fize  of  a  hart. 
Their  horns  are  curioufly  annulated,  till  near 
the  extremities.  The  flefh  is  well  flavoured^  but| 
feldom  fat. 

The  fpotted  goats  are  extremely  numerous;! 
above  one  thoufand  may  be  feen  in  a  herd. 
Thefe  are  very  beautiful  creatures,  about  the 
iame  fize  as  the  preceding.  Their  horns  incline 
backwards^  and  run  up  fpirally  to  the  middle, 
and  from  thence  to  the  end  are  firaight  andj 
finooth.    Their  fie&  has  the  tafte  of  venifon* 

There  is  another  fpecies,  with  a  beautiful  I 
hssid,  adorned  with  miooth,  bending,  pointed 
horns,  three  feet  long,  extending  towards  thsl 
back.    From  the  forehead  to  the  tail  runs  a 
white  fireak»  which  is  crofled  at  the  (boulders 
hy  another*    A  white  ftreak  alfo  croiTes  thel 
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alddle  of  the  back,  and  extends  down  both 
fides  to  the  belly.  A  third  crofles  it  above  the 
mttockSj  and  runs  down  them.  The  hair  on 
)ther  parts  of  the  body  is  greyiih,  with  little 
touches  of  red,  except  that  the  belly  inclines  to 
^hite. 

The  earth-hogs  of  this  country  are  not  unlike 
the  European  fwine,  only  they  are  fomewhat 
red:  their  heads  too  are  longier,  their  fnouts 
lore  poiflted,  and  they  are  deftitute  of  teetlu 
?he  tongue  is  very  long  and  iharp.  When  hun- 
gry, it  looks  out  for  an  ant-hill,  and  Hretching 
its  tongue  to  a  great  length*  fufFers  the  ants  to 
:over  it,  when  it  draws  this  member  in,  and  fwal- 
lows  them  in  great  numbers;  and  then  extends  the 
fame  lure  for  more.  It  fcratches  holes  in  the 
rround,  in  which  it  hides  itfelf ;  and  in  this  la^ 
)our  Ihews  great  expedition.  If  it  can  only  fstC- 
ten  its  head  and  forelegs  in  the  earth,  i\t  jftidk« 
fo  clofe,  that  the  ibrongeli  man  cannot  puAl  it  out. 
The  fleih  ta&e&  fomewhat  like  ihat  of  the  wild 
log. 

The  Cape  porcupines  are  about  two  feet  higli, 
ind  three  long.  The  head  and  feet  refemble  thoie 
)f  a  hare,  and  the  ears  thofe  of  the  human  race, 
^he  flefli  is  wholefome  and  well-tafted. 

This  animal  is  very  mifchievous  in  the  gar- 
iensij  and  therefore,  when  the  breach  is  difcover- 
sd,  by  which  it  entered,  a  mulket  is  planted 
againft  it,  charged  and  cocked.  To  the  trigger 
U  tied  a  ilfing,  which  runs  clofe  along  by  the 
■jarrel  to  the  muzzle,  to  which  fome  efculent 
root  is  fixed.  The'  porcupine,  on  feizing  thid 
')ait,  pulls  the  trigger,  and  generally  lofes  its  life. 

The  baboons  are  very  numerous ;  and  being 
reiy  fonid  <U'  ismt^  frequently  enter  the  gardens 

and 
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find  orchards  in  queft  of  it.  On  taking  poireilionj 
they  flation  a  party  to  watch  j  and  then  a  num. 
ber  of  them  begin  to  ftrip  the  trees,  while  thel 
reft  extend  in  a  line,  at  intervals,  from  the  place! 
where  they  are  committing  their  depredations,  to! 
their  ufual  retreats.  The  fruit,  as  it  is  gathered/ 
is  toffed  to  the  baboon  at  the  head  of  the  line! 
and  immediately  poffes  from  hand  to  hand  up  to| 
the  mountains.  Being  fo  nimble  and  quick  fight- 
ed,  they  feldom  fail  to  catch  what  is  thrown  to| 
them. 

All  this  is  efFeftefd  with  great  filence  and  dif-l 
patch  j  and  when  the  party  on  guard  difcoverl 
any  perfon  approaching,  they  give  a  loud  crj'J 
on  which  the  whole  troop  fcours  off,  as  if  de  | 
ilruAion  was  at  their  heels,  the  young  ones! 
jumping  upon  the  backs  of  their  dams. 

It  is  fuppofed  they  punjfh  negleft  in  the  fen- 
tinels  with  death,  for  when  any  are  taken  or  fliotj 
before  the  alarm  is  given,  a  quarrelling  noife  is! 
heard  among  them,  on  regaining  their  retreats;! 
and  it  is  net  unufual  to  find  the  bodies  of  forae  of| 
]them  torn  to  pieces  in  the  way, 

1  he  flink  bingfem,  however,  is  one  of  the  moftl 
extraordinary  animals  at  the  Cape.  It  is  alio! 
called  the  ftink-box:  its  fetid  fmell  being  its! 
only  defence  againlt  its  enemies.  'It  is  fhapedl 
like  a  ferret,  and  is  about  the  iize  of  a  middling! 
dog, 

When  its  purfuers,  whether  man  or  beaft,  getsl 
pretty  near,  it  emits  fuch  a  horrid  flench  from  the! 
anus,  that  no  animal  can  endure  it.  A  man  is! 
almoft  fuffocated  by  it,  before  he  can  get  awavij 
?nd  a  dog,  or  other  animal,  is  fo  flrangcly  over* 
eomo  by  it,  that  he  is  obliged  to  flop  every  niinute! 
tp  rub  hU  noi'e  m  tjie  gr^fs,  or  againft  » twte. 


lor  remo 


TTiC  ftanlc-box,  having  thus  flopped  its  purfuer, 
rets  a  great  way  ahead,  before  the  chace  can  be 
renewed;  and  if  he  comes  up  with  this  animal  a 
fecond  time,  the  fame  fumes  arc  let  loofe,  by 
which  it  again  cfcapes.  Thus  he  proceeds  till 
the  cHcmy  if*  fairly  Dunk  out  of  the  tield. 

This  animal  is  fometimcs  ihot  by  the  Buro* 
;ans,  but  it  is  obliged  to  be  left  till  it  rots.  Nq 
[boner  is  it  dead,  than  the  whole  body  contrads 
fuch  a  naufeous  fmell^  that  a  £ngle  touch  witk 
the  finger  retains  a  fiendi,  neither  eafy  to  endure 
ior  removcable  by  any  kiad  of  ablution  for  a 
time. 

There  are  alio  many  otiier  quadrupeds  nt  the 
xape,  fouie  of  which  ar«  common  in  £urope; 
md  the  reft,  whi<:h  ar«  to  be  found  in  other 
^ar;n  climates,  have  tVequeatiy  been  defcribed 
}y  travellers  and  naturalifta. 

Many  of  the  European  birds  are  found  iieiv, 
md  a  multitude  which  are  not.  The  flamingos 
)f  the  Cape  are  larger  than  a  fwan,  their  necks 
ire  very  loug^  the  bill  is  i»curvated,  and  fur> 
lifhed  with  fhort,  fharp  teeth.  The  head  and 
leck  are  whi^ej  the  lower  parts  of  tiac  wings 
ire  black  -,  but  the  upper  parts  are  of  a  bright 
lame  colour.  Tlie  legs  are  uncommonly  long, 
md  orange  coloured ;  a»d  the  feet  refemble  thofe 
)f  a  goofe.  The  flefh  is  well  flavoured  5  and 
the  tongue,  which  is  lar^^is  eHeemed  a  peciiliar 
lelicacy. 

Oftriches  are  fb  numerous,  that  a  ^rfosi  can 
fcarcely  walk  a  quartser  of  an  hour  in  the  coun-v 
[try,  wi^out  feeing  fomc  of  them.  The  plumage 
)f  fomc  are  black,  of  others  wshite.  The  head  is 
^ery  fraall  in  prdportiom  tQ  the  body,  which  is 
the  largelt  among  the  feathered  race;  tbe  neck  is 

long  J 
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long ;  the  legs  arc  thick  and  ftrong  j  and  the  fectj 
which  are  cloven,  refcmble  thole  of  a  goat. 

The  weight  of  the  oftrich's  body  prevents  herl 
from  flying ;  but,  when  Ihe  apprehends  danger,! 
flie  runs,  and,  expanding  her  >ying8,  catches  thel 
wind,  which  gives  her  a  velocity  equal  to  that  ofl 
a  man  on  horfeback.  If  ihe  finds  ilie  cannotl 
cfcape  her  purfuer,  llie  hides  her  head,  and  llands| 
ftock  ftill,  fubmifl[?ve  to  any  fate. 

Oftriches  will  Ivvallow  pebbles  or  pieces  of  ironJ 
which  they  afterwards  void  almoft  unchanged.! 
They  are  eafily  tamed  j  and  their  eggs  are  fol 
large,  that  one  of  them  will  furnifh  a  pretty  gof^dl 
meal  to  three  or  four  perfons*.  The  Cape  ci*. 
triches  do  not  leave  their  eggs  to  be  hatched  byl 
the  fun;  for  the  male  and  femsile  alternatelyl 
perform  the  office  of  incubation :  they  indeed! 
depofit  them  in  the  fandj  but  if  any  perfon  fol 
much  as  touches  them,  the  oftrich  will  immediatC'l 
ly  forfake  them.  The  young  ones  are  incapablcl 
of  walking  till  fome  time  after  they  have  left  thcl 
ihell ;  and  are  therefore  attended  by  the  old  ones,! 
till  they  are  in  a  c(5ndition  to  provide  for  them-' 
fclvcs. 

The  edolio  perfe<5lly  agrees  with  tlie  European] 
cuckoo,  and  chiefly  reibrts   to   high  trees  and 
thickets.     In  fine  weather,  it  diftin6tly  repeat5| 
the  fyllables  of  which  its  name  is  compofed,  in 
low,  melancholy  tone,  which  is  its  only  note. 

Among  the  reptiles  at  the  Cape  are  feverall 
fpecies  of  ferpents,  of  which  the  tree  ferpentj 
feen^  one  of  the  moft  remarkable.    It  is  aboutr 

*  The  vyi  iter  of  this  has  a  fh^ll  of  an  oflrich  egg,  formed  in* 
to  a  drinking  cup,  which  holds  about  three  pints,  wine  r^>"- 
fure,  and  originally  muft  have  been  capacipus  enough  to 
f^in  two  «juart§  at  leaftf 
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ro  yards  long,  and  three  quarters  of  an  inch 
hick.  This  creature  wind*  itfclf  about  the 
ranches  of  a  tree  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  be  witU 
ifticulty  diltinguilhed  from  them :  all  the  differ- 
nee,  in  point  of  colour,  being  fome  fpcckles  j  and 
hile  perlons  arc  gazing  at  the  tree,  it  fometimca 
arts  its  head  in  their  faces,  and  vjunds  them,     v 

The  dipfas,  or  thirft-ferppnt,  recf"i.es)tij  imxun 
rom  the  burning  thirft  occalioned  by  it.^  liUt. 
t  is  frequently  to  be  met  with  in  the  Cape  coun- 
ries,  and  is  about  three  quarteri  of  a  ynxd  long. 

The  afp  is  a(h  coloured,  fpeckled  with  rp.i  and 

bite.    The  head  and  neck  are  ven*  broad  -^  tho 

yes  are  flat,  and  funk  in  the  hen^:,  and  iiear  each 

f  them  rifes  a  flefhy  protuberance.    They  arc 

f  various  (izes :  fome  feveral  yards  long. 

The  hair-ferpent  is  about  a  yarc'»  long,  ard 
hree  quarters  of  an  inch  thick.  It  is  tlie  :i>'.,ilt 
angerous  of  all  the  ferpents  of  this  country  :  jig 
ite  being  almoft  inltant  deaths  unlels  a  rcaicd^ 
e  at  hand.  ^ 

Scorpions  are  very  numerous,  and  harbour 

oilly  among  the  (tones,  on  which  account  great 
aution  is  ufed  ii^  moving  them  with  hanah.,  it^  % 
ing  (hould  be  the  confequence. 

The  amphibious  animals  are  the  fnA<ovr^  and, 
turtle,  which  are  efteemed  great  daintier. 

The  feas  are  very  prolific  :.n  iiiii',  yieMing 
hales,  porpoifes,  pilot^-fiih^  lliarks,  jdying-filh, 
nd  many  other  genera. 

There  are  ke  *  eral  fpeciei  of  fea-fnails ;  among 

hich  thepead^fnails  are  mofi  worthy  of  notice. 

aifoids  no  fmall  entertainment  to  obferve  tliem. 
in  the  furface  of  the  water  in  calm  weather^ 
^hen  their  ihells  ferve  them  for  boats.  They 
red  their  heads  confiderably  above  their  naturaL 

vehiclies^ 
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vehicle,  and  fpreading  out  a  kind  of  farl  TritS 
which  nature  has  fiipplied  them,  move  along  in 
a  very  curious  manner.  If,  in  failing,  they  find  I 
themfelves  in  danger,  they  withdraw  thcixifelves| 
into  their  covering;  and  fink  into  the  deep,! 
Many  of  thefe  fheUs  will  contain  a  quart  of  fluidJ 
and  are  fometlmes  ufed  as  drinking  cups  at  th$| 
Cape>  after  being  fet  in  nictal,  and  eurioufly  em*! 
bellifiied  on  the  outfide*. 

Thus  having  mentioned  the  rooll  matersal  cir-l 
Gumftances  relative  to  the  Hottentot  nations,  and! 
the  Dutch  fettlement  at  the  Cape,  I  iliall  onlyl 
add,  that  on  the  9th  of  April  1713>  I  embarkcffl 
on  board  the  company's  fliip>  the  Stadthoufe,  fori 
Holland  J  and  after  an  agreeable  voyag-e,  iDJ 
which  nothing  remarkable  happened,  arrivedl 
on  the  22d  of  May,  at  Arafterdam,  from  whence| 
1  hailcoed  to  revifit  my  native  country. 

On  Kolbens  voyage  we  ihall  make  no  additionn 
al  remarks  >  but  we  cannot  help  feeling  an  inj 
tereft,  ih  v/hich  we  truft  our  readers  will  particij 
fate,  in  every  thing  that  relates  to  the  Cape  and  it 
aboriginal  inhabitants.  Without  derogating  fror 
the  value  and  importance  of  other  coloniei,  wd 
<!ionfider  this  as  the  moll  fplendid  appendage  oi| 
Britain  >  as  the  moft  valuable  indemnity  we  can 
acquire  or  preferve  for  a  war,  into  which  we  wed 
provoked  by  wanton  aggreffion,  and  the  diffemij 
nation  of  peitilential  principles,  now  abandone 
with  contempt  by  the  nation  that  broached  ther 

:  *  To  thefe  animali,  the  poet. probably  alludes* 

Learn  of  tlie  little  nauti/us  to  fail* 

Spread  the  thin  o^r,  and  cafcb  the  driving  gale.    roriJ 

.    .-     ^  VOYAC 


VOYAGE  OF 

\CAPTAINS  CLIPPERTON 

AND 

SHELVOCK, 

ROUND  THE  GLOBE. 


'HQUGH  the  voyage  of  Captain  Woods  Ro- 
gers was  not  crowned  with  all  the  expeft- 
;d  fuccefs,  yet  its  advantages  were  ftill  Sufficient 
io  revive  the  fpirit  of  privateering,  and  to  give 
fife  to  the  prefent  expedition.  A  war  fubiilting 
)etvveen  the  emperor  and  Spain,  application  was 

lade  by  fome  Englifh  adventurers  to  the  Imperi- 
ll  Court  for  a  commiflion  to  cruife  againft  the 
Spaniards,  who  were  not  al  that  time  engaged 
In  adtual  hoftilities  with  Britain. 

Captain  George  Shelvock  was  originally  pitch- 
ed on  to  command  the  veffels  concerned  in  this 

meditated  enterprife.  He  had  been  thirty  years 
In  the  royal  navy,  in  which  he  had  arrived  at  the 
lank  of  tirft  lieutenant.  He  poflelTed  affability 
|nd  addrefs,  and  was  not  infenfible  to  his  own 

lerits  and  qualifications.     Had  he  been  finally 

itrufted  with  the  command,  it  is  probable^  the 
[oyage  mi[^ht  have  proved  a  fortunate  one  ;  but 

iveral  concurring  circumftances  intervened  to 
Vol.  IV.  G  alter 
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alter  the  difpofition  of  it;  and  in  confequence 
the  main  delign  of  thofe  concerned  in  it  was 
frultrated. 

The  captain,  having  received  orders  to  repair 
toOftend  with  the  Speedwell,  proceeded  for  that 
port  to  take  on  board  the  proper  complement  of 
Flemings,  in  order  to  give  a  colour  to  the  com- 
milfion.  lie  was  then  to  join  the  Succefs,  which 
lay  in  the  Downs,  und^er  the  command  of  Cap- 
tain Mitchell.  The  foreign  names  of  the  fliips 
were  to  be  the  Prince  Eugene  and  the  Starenber 

Shelvock  had  orders  to  lay  in  fuch  a  qiiantitj 
of  fpirituous  liquors  as  might  be  fufficient  for 
both  (liips.  In  exec:uting  this  commiflion,  how- 
ever, he  feems  not  to  have  met  with  the  entire 
approbation  of  his  owners ;  and  when  the  Flemilh 
foldiers  at  lail  arrived,  their  infolence  was  fo  in- 
tolerable, that  it  was  judged  proper  to  return  the 
Imperial  commiflion, and  to  proceed  without  them. 

Meanwhile  a  war  breaking  out  between  Spain 
and  this  country,  the  owners  were  freed  from 
one  difficulty  j  but  they  plunged  themfelves  into 
a  worlc  dilemma,  by  iuperfeding  Shelvock,  and 
appointing  Captain  *Clipperton  to  the  principal 
command.  This  man  was  a  rough,  blunt  failor, 
pnd  had  Ibme  acquaintance  with  the  weftern 
coafts  of  America,  his  grand  recommendation. 
Shelvock,  however,  was  continued  in  the  com-j 
mand  of  the  Speedwell,  and  Mr.  Hatley  appoint- 
ed his  fecond ;  while  Captain  Mitchell  aded  in 
the  fame  capacity  urider  Clippetton. 

Thus  the  bafis  of  diflention  was  laid  by^  the 
half  meafures  which  the  owners  purfued :  they 
uught  to  have  made  an  entire  change  of  officers, 
or  none.  Unanimity,  indeed,  was  ftrongly  re- 
commended in  the  inftru^ons  they  received,  but 

thiJ 
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this  was  not  to  be  expefted :  diflentions  arofe  be- 

|t\veen  the  two  captains  before  they  left  England. 

The  velfels,  however,  after  various  delays,  fet 

fail  from  Plymouth,  on  the    13th  of  February 

11719.    The  Succels,   Clippertoii's  lliip,  carried 

thirty -fix  guns,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty  men ; 

land   the   Speedwell,   commanded   by  Shelvock, 

(twenty-four  guns  and  one  hundred  and  fix  men. 

[The  latter  of  thefe  Ihips  had  on  board  the  whole 

tock  of  liquors,  while  the  other  had  almoft  all 

[the  other  ftores  neceffary  for  the  voyage. 

On  the  19th  a  llorm  arofe;  and  next  day  a  fignal 
was  made  for  the  Speedwell  to  bring  to,  which 
|\vas  obeyed,  and  the  velfels  lay  under  their  bare 
3oles.  But  the  ftorm  abating,  the  fliips  unac- 
:ountably  fepar^d,  and  fteered  in  different  di- 
reftions ;  the  catne  of  which  Was  retorted  from 
Ithe  one  commander  to  the  other. 

Withput  liquors  and  without  his  confort,  Clip- 
)erton,  in  this  fituation,  relblved  to  fieer  for  the 
'anaries,  the  place  of  rendezvous  agreed  on ; 
md  having  taken  in  wine  at  Gomera,  and  crulfed 
ten  days  near  the  iflatids,  he  departed  for  thofe  of 
'ape  Verd,  and  anchored  at  St.  Vincent. 

Round  thefe  iflands.  Captain  Clipperton  con- 
tinued cruifing  about  ten  days  more  ;  hvt  feeing 
^10  probability  of  rejoining  his  confort,  he  again 
fet  fail,  though  his  men  already  began  to  be  mu- 
tinous for  want  of  their  fupply  of  fpirituous  li- 
luors. 

It  was  the  firft  of  April  when  they  left  St.  Vin- 
cent, and  on  the  29th  of  May  they  found  them- 
selves off  Cape  Virgin,  near  the  mouth  of  the 
tagcllanic  Straights,  which  they  entered  next 
lay,  and  fent  the  pinnace  aihore  to  get  frefti  wa- 
[er  from  a  river  then  frozen  up.    The  furgeon's 

G  3  mate 
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male  having  been  left  on  fhore  at  nighty  was  al- 
moft  frozen  to  death. 

Anchoring  at  Queen  Elizabeth's  Ifland,  theyl 
found  plenty  of  fmallage,  by  the  ufe  of  which  the] 
men  afflicted  with  the  fcuivy  were  greatly  rc' 
lievcd.  They  alfo  found  plenty  of  wild  fowl  and! 
filh ;  and  having  filled  their  ealks  with  water,] 
they  held  on  their  courfe. 

Afterwards  they  came  into  a  fine  bay,  which  I 
they  denominated  No  Bottom,  from  the  depth  ofl 
tlie  water.  The  trees  on  fhore  were  high  and! 
loaded  with  fnow.  While  they  lay  here,  a  canoel 
came  ofF  with  four  Indians,  almoil  naked.  Theyl 
appeared  to  be  very  jealous  of  their  females,  norl 
couJd  they  be  prevailed  on  to  fufFer  a  woman,] 
one  of  their  party,  to  come  on  board.  The  cap- 
tain entertained  thera  courtediily ;  and  after  a| 
ftay  of  tv/o  hours,  Ihey  departed. 

Next  day,  the  pinnace  being  fent  on  fliore,  re-| 
turned  \\i\h  the  Indian  canoe  in  the  evening,  la« 
den  with  mufcles,  which  the  natives  had  given] 
them  in  exchange  for  knives  and  toys.  They  ap- 
peared to  Clipperton's  men  to  be  a  harmlefs] 
people  J  gnd  one  of  the  crew,  who  lived  among] 
them  two  nights  and  a  day,  met  with  very  kind] 
treatment. 

The  fiiip's  company  now  began  to  grow  fickly,] 
and  cne  or  other  of  them  generally  died  every  [ 
day.  On  the  8th  of  July,  they  buried  their  mai' 
ter  gunner,  and  ere6ted  %  memorial  to  his  name,] 

Captain  Mitchell  and  the  lieutenant  having] 
gone  in  the  pinnace  to  Terra  del  Fuego,  to  at- 
tempt the  difcovery  of  a  pafTage,  which  a  Frenchl 
tartan  was  faid  to  have  failed  through  a  few! 
years  before,  returned  in  a  ihort  time  with  an] 
account^  th^t  fuch  a  comniumcation  a6tually  ck- 

iftedjl 


CLIPPERTON  AND  SHELVOCK.  65 

Ifted ;  but  that  it  was  too  narrow  to  be  fafe  for 

Ihip  of  any  burden. 

Proceeding  on  their  voyage,  they  experienced 
the  ufual  dangers  and  difficulties  in  the  ftraights. 
[owever,  they  entered  the  South  Sea,  on  the  18th 
)f  Auguft,  and  (leered  dire6tly  for  Juan  Fernan- 
dez to  refrelh.  Here  they  fearched  in  vain  for 
the  Speedwell,  or  any  traces  of  her  having  been 
there. 

In  this  vicinity,  they  cruifed  for  about  a  month, 

^hen  Captain  Clipperton,  preparing  for  his  de- 

)arture,  caufed  an  infcription  to  be  cut  on  a  tree 

fronting  the  landing  place,  at  Juan  Fernandez, 

,^liich,   in  cafe   of  Shelvock's  touching   there, 

light  inform  him  of  his  confort's  arrival,  without 

betraying  the  fecret  to  the  Spaniards,  Ih  tuld  they 

land  at  this  ifland . 

All  means  had  been  ufed  to  recover  the  fick  5 
)ut  a  dejection  of  fpirits  prevailed  from  the 
mown  want  of  their  cuftomary  fupplies.  The 
^'eather  was  variable,  and  much  rain  fell  during 
[heir  cruife  near  the  illand.  They  took  abund- 
ance of  goats,  which  they  ufed  frelh  and  falted; 
pd  having  wooded  and  watered,  Glippertou  now 
jave  up  the  Speedwell  for  loft ;  and  faw  that  he 
liould  be  obliged  to  proceed  on  his  cruife  alone. 

On  the  eve  of  the  Ihip's  departure,  four  of  the 
krew  betook  themfelves  to  the  n->ountains,  intend- 
ing to  remain  on  the  illand  j  but  two  of  them 
^ere  brought  back  !)y  force. 

On  the  7th  of  September,  they  weighed  an- 
[hor  and  failed  northward,  till  they  got  into  the 
Wallel  of  Lima,  whore  they  intended  to  a6t ; 
pough  they  had  already  loft  thirty  men,  and  fonie 
[iforderg  and  diffentions  prevailed  among  the 
smaining  crew.    On  the  25th  of  October,  they 
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took  a  fmall  veffel,  which  proved  to  be  a  Tnow  ofl 
forty  tons,  laden  with  manure,  having  on  board [ 
fcven  Indians  and  two  negroes.  In  this  bark,| 
they  found  little  of  any  value. 

Next  day  they  fell  in  with  a  fliip  called  thel 
St.  Vincent,  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  laden 
with  wood  from  Guiaquil.  She  had  two  friars 
and  many  Indians  on  board.  Soon  after  they 
took  the  Trinity  of  four  hundred  tons,  which 
liad  previoiiily  fallen  into  the  hands  of  Captain 
Rogers,  when  he  plundered  Guiaquil.  She  had 
a  valuable  cargo,  and  many  paflengers  on  board. 

On  the  4th  of  November,  they  fell  in  -with  al 
fourth  prize  of  feventy  tons,  with  the  Countefs  ofl 
Laguna,  and  fome  other  paflengers  of  note  on[ 
board.  They  likewife  found  much  money,  and  two! 
jars  of  wine  and  brandy.  The  captain  indulged! 
the  countefs  with  her  choice  of  removing  on  board! 
the  Succefs,  or  remaining  where  Ihe  was.  This! 
lady  preferred  the  latter,  and  orders  were  given,! 
that  none  but  her  own  domeftics  ihould  enter  her| 
cabin. 

Clipperton'j  wew  was  now  much  weakened  byl 
detachments  he  had  made  to  fecure  his  prizes;! 
yet  ^ill  he  was  intent  on  taking  more.  He! 
loon  fell  in  with  a  pink  of  two  hundred  tons,! 
which  ftruck  to  himj  'vn'^hen  a  lieutenant  and! 
eight  men  were  fent  to  take  poireflion  6f  her.1 
This'officer  ordered  all  the  men  he  faw  on  board! 
into  the  great  cabin,  and  pofted  a  fentinel  $t  thel 
door.  Thinking  all  fecure,  he  went  down  with| 
fonje  of  his  men,  into  the  ihip's  hold,  to  examine 
the  lading  J  when  a  concealed  party  fell  uponl 
the  paptors,  and  knocked  them  down  aiwi  boundl 
them.  The  fentinel  was  alfo  overpowered ;  and! 
the  ftratagem  of  the  Spanifli  captain  fucceedingl 
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|tothe  iitmoft  of  his  expeftations,  he  again  reco- 
vered the  command  of  liis  iliip. 

Prefling,  however,  too  precipitately  on  the 
iliore,  he  ran  his  own  veflfel  on  the  rocks,  where 
ihe  was  loll.  When  the  danger  appea^'^d  inevi- 
table, the  Engli-ih  were  unbound,  and  every  j^er- 
fon  was  at  liberty  to  provide  for  his  fafety.  They 
all  got  fafe  on  fliore ;  and  the  Englilh  being  again 
fecured,  were  fen t  to  the  Viceroy  of  Lima. 

Clipperton,  feeing  that  he  had  loft  both  his 
prize  and  his  men,  determined  to  releafe  his  Spa- 
.nifh  prifonersj  both  to  fave  provilions,  and  to 
fecure  better  treatment  for  his  own  party. 

In  his  courfe  to  La  Plata,  he  took  another  prize 
of  two  hundred  tons,  with  thirty  Spaniards  and 
forty  negroes.  By  this  veflel  Clipperton  was  ap- 
prized, that  the  whole  coaft  was  alarmed,  and  that 
two  men  of  war  were  fitting  out  againft  him. 
The  goods  he  had  captured  ^ere,  in  general,  of 
little  value  in  Europe,  and  he  faw  no  great  pro- 
bability of  their  being  ranfomed.  It  therefore 
occurred  to  him  to  difpatch  Captain  Mitchell  in 
one  of  the  prizes,  mounting  eight  guns,  and  an 
adequate  complement  of  men,  to  Brafil,  with  a 
cargo  valued  at  ten  thoufaud  pounds.  On  this 
coaft,  it  was  fuppofed,  a  ready  vent  would  be 
found  for  the  commodities  configned  to  the  care 
of  that  officer.  After  this,  he  ftripped  the  other 
prizes  of  fuch  articles  as  he  wiftied,  and  then  pre- 
fented  them  to  the  Spaniih  prifoners. 

Thus  difencumbered,  Clipperton  prepared  to 
cruife  in  his  former  ftation.  As.  they  were  hold- 
ing on  their  courfe,  they  look  a  bark  called  the 
Rofary,  which  they  plundered  and  dil miffed. 
Looking  into  Guanaco  Bay;  tjiey  faw  two  fliips  at 
ai^chor  there,  and  fired  a  fliot  at  e^ch,  to  which 
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no  return  was  made.  On  this  they  boarded  them, 
and  lounJ  them  delerted,  and  ftripped  of  every 
thing  valuable. 

The  Englilh  now  hung  otit  a  flag  of  trace,  and 
vilhcd  to  enter  into  a  negotiation  for  ranfoming 
their  prizes;  but  no  perfon  appearing  from  the 
Ihorc  to  treat,  they  fet  lire  to  both  veflels,  and 
then  failed  for  the  Gallipagos  lilands,  till  the 
alarm  excited  on  the  CDaft  fhould  fubfide. 

Arriving  iafe  at  the  Duke  of  York's  Ifland, 
under  the  equinofti-^l  line,  they  cleared  their 
ihips,  and  found  water;  in  which  latter  circum- 
Itance,  it  is  obfcivable,  Captain  Rogers  was  dif- 
appointed. 

On  the  21  ft  of  January  172O,  they  took  a  vef- 
fel  called  the  Prince  Eugene,  bound  for  Lima,  on 
board  of  which  was  the  Marquis  de  Ville  Roche. 
A  prieft,  who  was  alio  among  the  pafTengers, 
having  obtained  leave  to  go  on  Ihore,  to  induce 
the  natives  to  traffic  with  the  English  for  cattle, 
returned  in  a  few  days  with  a  herd  of  black  cat- 
tle and  fome  fowls  ;  which  the  governor  had  fent 
as  a  prefent  to  the  marquis,  but  would  not  con- 
fent  to  any  trade. 

Some  intercepted  letters,  however,  fliewed  that 
treachery  was  carrying  on,  and  that  the  marquis 
was  implicated  in  this  dilhonourable  charge. 
Accordingly  he  was  put  under  confinement  for 
fome  time  j  but  at  laft  fuffered  to  go  on  ihore 
with  his  lady,  their  only  child  remaining  as  an 
hoftage  for  their  return. 

After  fome  ftay,  thefe  prifoners  of  quality 
came  on  board,  accompanied  by  the  governor  j 
when  Clipperton  having  agreed  about  their  ran- 
fomi  the  lady  and  ehild  were  liberated,  but  the 

marquis 
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iiarqu'is  remained  as  an  lioftage  for  the  perform- 
mce  of  articles,  which  were  never  fulfilled. 

Touching  at  Amapalla  and  the  Ille  of  Tigers, 
they  afterwards  canrc  to  Gorgona,  to  water.  On 
the  24th  of  June,  they  took  the  St.  Vincent  the 
|econd  time,  now  commanded  by  Don  Clement 
le  Andrada,  and  laden  with  timber  and  cocoa 

lUtS. 

On  the  Qth.  of  Anguft,  they  anchored  at  Lobos 
le  Mar  with  their  prize,  and  careened,  having 
=rc6led  tents  on  lliore.  Here  the  crew  began  to 
;xprefs  their  difapprobation  of  the  captain's  con- 
lud,  in  almoft  every  particular  j  and  a  plot  was 
["orraed  for  feizing  Clipperton,  and  running  away 
,'ith  the  Ihip.  The  defign,  however,  being  time- 
)ufly  dii'covered,  fome  of  the  mutineers  were  fe- 
irerely  punilhed,  and  the  reft  pardoned  on  promife 
i)f  future  amendment. 

Soon  after,  they  took  another  fmall  prize,  on 
)oard  of  which  they  put  fome  Spanilh  prifoners, 
jnd  difmifled  her  j  but  they  had  the  misfortune 
|o  lofe  the  St.  Vincent  in  a  ftorm,  which  drove 
)er  on  fliore. 
In  their  courfe  to  Coquimbo,  they  took  -a  iliip 
iden  with  cloth,  fugar,  and  tobacco ;  but  they 
\o  fooner  arrived  in  view  of  that  harbour,  than 
pey  were  defcried  by  three  men  of  war,  which 
:iimediately  cut  their  cables  and  made  after  them. 
'he  Succefs  and  her  prize  inftantly  hauled  the 
kind  and  bore  away.  The  former  efcaped  by 
lint  of  failing,  but  the  latter  was  captured,  with 
}Iy.  Milne,  the  third  lieutenant  and  twelve  men. 
Don  Bias  de  Lelfo,  governor  of  Carthagena, 
^'hen  attacked  by  Admiral  Vernon,  was  the  cap- 
iln  who  took  the'prize,  which  he  flattered  him* 
elf  was  the  Succefs,    When  he  found  his  mif- 

takej 
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take,  he  was  fo  enraged,  that  he  ftruck  Mr.  Milne 
on  the  head  with  the  flat  of  his  fword  j  but  onl 
his  pafiion  cooling,  he  lent  for  his  prffoner,  alked] 
pardon  for  the  indignity  he  had  offered  hinij 
and,  in  fatt,  behaved  with  fo  much  gencrofityl 
and  greatnefs  of  ibul,  that  he  was  not  contcnti 
with  an  unreferved  apology,  he  paid  for  Milne'sl 
palTige  to  Panama  ;  and  after  giving  him  feverall 
prcte.nts,  and  two  hundred  pieces  of  eight,  fentl 
him  home,  by  the  moil  direct  conveyance,  to  hisl 
own  country. 

Such  inftances  of  magnanimity,  in  an  exafpe- 
rated  enemy,  dcferve  to  be  had  in  honourablel 
remembrance.    A  good  man,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  pallion,  may  be  tempted  to  do  wrong;! 
but  only  a  bnd  man  will  negleft  to  atone  for  the| 
ill  he  has  done.  i 

The  lofs  of  fo  many  hands  on  board  this  lliipJ 
increafed  the  ill-humours  of.  Clipperton's  crewJ 
and  being  in  want  of  provifions,  they  again  re{ 
folvcd  to  vifit  the  Gallipagos  Hlands,  after  hav-l 
ing  fet  on  ihore  the  remainder  of  their  prifonewl 

Weary  with  the  difcontents  of  his  people! 
which  he  could  not  allay,  the  captain  now  beganl 
to  give  himfelf  up  to  the  dangerous  praftice  off 
intoxication.  In  fliort,  he  was  fcarcely  ever! 
fober.  Weak  minds,  when  diftrelFed,  too  frej 
quently  feek  refuge  in  inebrity,  which  aggraj 
vates  every  ill. 

On  the  4th  of  December,  they  approached  thd 
Gallipagos  J  but,  by  fome  unaccountable  mifcon-l 
du6t,  they  were  unable  now  either  to  find  water! 
or  anchorage.^  Thus  difappointed,  they  failed  forf 
the  Ifle  of  Cocoas,  where  they  arrived  in  fafetyl 
and  foon  after,  accomnfodations  were  providedj 
on  ihore,  for  the  relief  of  the  fick.    But  when 

•  thejl 
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liiey  prepared  for  fi^iling  I'rom  thence,  on  a  gene- 
ral muftcr,  it  was  found  thai  threo  J'^nglilhrnen 
md  eight  negroes  were  milhng  ;  who,  it  appear- 
ed, preferred  remaining  on  that  defolate  ifland. 

Arriving  on  the  coaft  of  Mexico,  they  difco- 

rered  a  vefl'el,  which,  being  chafed  by  the  pin- 

|iace,  immediately  ftruck.     She  proved  to  be  the 

fefu  Maria,  commanded  by  Cnptain  Shelvock, 

ho  reported  that  he  had  only  forty  men  alive  j 

jhat  he  had  loft  the  Spewed  well  at  Juan  Fernan- 

lez,  where  they  had  built  a  bark  out  of  the 

Jvreckj  that  in  coafting  along  Chili  and  Peru  they 

lad  taken  this  prize  j  and  that,  in  fine,  they 

/ere  all  in  confulion. 

Captain  Clipperton  fupplied  his  confort  with 
Tome  gunsj  ammunition,  and  other  necelfariesj 
*nd  it  was  deligned  to  attempt  the  Manilla  ilnp, 

.'hich  was  foon  expelled  at  Acapulco.  On  fome 
lifagreement,  however,  between  the  coramand- 
[rs,  Clipperton  abandoned  this  defign,  and  im- 
Mediately  failed  for  Guam,  intending  to  return 
|ome  by  way  of  the  Eaft  Indies. 

After  a  run  of  fifty-three  days,  they  reached 
fiat  illand,  where  they  anchored  on  the  13th  of 
['lay.    The  pinnace  being  fent  with  a  flag  of 

ruce  to  the  governor,  to  obtain  provifions,  foon 

Jtiirned  with  a  prefent  fupply  and  a  favourable 

kifwer.    But  matters  foon  took  another  turn  ; 

pd  Guam  had  nearly  proved  the  deftruiStion  of 

pHpperton  and  all  his  crew. 
The  Marquis  de  Ville  Roche  going  on  ihore, 

[ith  the  firft  lieutenant  and  furgeon,  to  treat 

)out  his  ranfom,  gave  rife  to  a  ferious  difpute. 

^lien  the  Englilh  had  almoft  laid  in  their  flock 

"  provilions,  wood,  and  water,  for  which  tliey 

iriiiflied  the  governor  with  araib  and  ammuni- 
2  tion 
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tion,  the  htter  fcnt  a  demand  for  the  reflor.itinni 
of  feme  cfte6ts  nnd  flaves  belonging  to  the  niiir- 
quis ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  defired  a  ccrtifK:\!c| 
tinder  the  captain's  hand,  that  peace  was  pro| 
claimed  between  the  two  nations. 

Clipperton  replied,  he  had,  indeed,  heard  a  ru- 
mour on  the  coaft  of  Chili,  that  peace  was  clh-l 
blilhed  between  the  Englilh  and  Spaniards,  buti 
that  the  ftipulated  ranlom  mull  be  immediatclvl 
paid,  and  the  two  Englilh  gentlemen  returntclj 
who  were  detained  on  Ihore,  within  twenty-tourl 
hours,  or  he  would  commence  hollilitics  by  ihim 
the  town,  and  doing  all  the  damage  he  couldl 
among  the  illands. 

Regardlcfs  of  this  menace,  the  governor  onljl 
anfwered  it  by  eredting  a  battery,  from  whencel 
the  Spaniards  tired  at  the  pinnace.  As  for  ihel 
ihip,  Ihe  unfortunately  ran  aground,  equally  e-;- 
pofed  to  the  lire  from  the  battery  on  flior^,  and  al 
Ihip  in  the  harbour ;  and,  in  endeavouring  to  getl 
her  oft*,  Ihe  Hack  on  the  rocks.  In  this  dangerf 
ous  dilemma,  the  captain  was  fo  much  intoxicat- 
ed, that  the  officers  were  obliged  to  nominatel 
Mr.  Cook  as  their  temporary  commander. 

By  this  time,  one  of  the  lieutenants  was  killcdj 
and  three  men  wounded  j  and  it  was  not  withoul 
extreme  difficulty  and  danger,  that  they  got  the! 
lliip  again  afloat.  At  lengthy  however,  they  fuel 
cceded  in  getting  her  to  fea ;  .but  in  a  moll  lhat-| 
tered  condition. 

Having  repaired  their  damages  in  the  beli 
manner  they  could,  they  were  obliged  to  departJ 
leaving  the  lieutenant  and  furgeon  behind  j  to] 
getlier  with  the  faithlefs  marquis,  who,  it  feem^ 
was  delUtute  of  every  honourable  fentiment. 
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rnffing  the  Hafliec  Ifl;ind.s  on  the  20th  of  June, 
they  touched  at  Ibnie  others  not  then  named  ; 
nnci  being  unable  to  find  their  couri'e  to  Macao, 
Ibr  want  of  a  pik)t,  they  failed  for  Amoy,  in 
Tonquin,  where  they  arrived  on  the  8th  of  July. 
No  fooncr  had  they  anchored  there,  than  they 
were  boarded  by  feveral  cuftom-houfe  officers, 
who  demanded  their  country  and  bufinefs.  They 
were  informed  that  the  iliip  belonged  to  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  aiid  that  flic  put  in  there, 
|in  Older  to  obtain  provifions  and  neceifaries. 

Next  day  a  mutiny  broke  out  among  the  crew, 
Iwho  loudly  demanded  a  dittribution  of  the  prize- 
money  ;  and  as  they  refufed  to  perform  any  duty 
till  their  wi(h  was  complied  with,  Captain  Clip- 
perton  found  himfclf  obliged  to  yield. 

On  the  l6th  of  September,  the  divifion  was 
lade,  when  every  foremall  man  fliared  four  hun- 
Idrcd  and  nineteen  dollars,  no  referve  having  been 
Imade  for  thole  who  had  the  misfortune  to  be 
[taken  prifoners,  or  for  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
Idcad. 

The  fliarc  appertaining  to  the  owners,  amount- 

|ing  to  feven  thoufand  pounds,  in  plate,  gold,  and 

newels,  Clipperton  Ihipped  on  board  a  Portugueife 

'lip,  called  the  Queen  of  Angels,  commanded 

hy  Don  Frnncifco  le  Vero.     This  vefTel  was  af- 

[tcrwards  burned  at  Rio  Janeiro  j  and  out  of  the 

Englilh  property,  no  more  than  one  thonfand 

[eight  hui.drt  d  pounds  were  faved. 

Having  left  Amoy,  wdiere  they  paid  the  moft 
p^travagant  port  charges,  they  held  on  their 
ourfe  to  Macao.  Here  they  all  fell  into  confu- 
fion.  Clipperton's  fliip  being  furveyed  and  con- 
flen^ned,  was  fold  for  four  thoufand  dollars  5 
hovever,  her  old  commander  agreed  with  her 

Vol.  IV.  H  purchafers 
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purchafcrs  for  a  paflhge  in  her  to  Batavla.  His 
nwAi  now  Ihified  for  themfelves,  acconUiiQ;  to 
their  dilYerent  tancies.  Twenty  of  them,  intend- 
ing" to  proceed  to  Canton,  were  taken  by  pirates; 
Mr.  Taylor,  the  chief  mate,  and  fome  others,  got 
fate  to  China,  in  an  open  boat,  from  whe  ice 
they  procured  a  palfage  home,  and  arrived  fafe  iii 
London,  in  May  1722.  Captain  Clipperton  came 
home  in  a  Dutch  Eaft  Indiaman,  from  Batavia. 
He  was  landed  at  Galvvay,  in  Ireland,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  July  1722  J  but,  broken  with  toils 
and  foured  with  difappointments,  he  lived  only 
a  few  days  to  feel  their  weight. 

Such  was  the  difallrous  end  of  Clipperton's 
expedition.  We  will  now  give  a  connected  ac- 
count of  Shelvock's  proceedings,  who  has  left  a 
very  circumiiantial  narrative  of  his  voyage. 

The  feparation  of  the  two  commanders  has  al- 
ready been  mentioned.  Shelvock  fays  it  was 
unavoidable ;  and  adds,  that  his  men  were  io 
territied  by  the  ftorm,  that  the  officers  were  oblig- 
ed to  appear  armed,  to  prevent  them  from  feiz- 
ing  the  Ihip  and  returning  to  England. 

"  We  had  a  very  tedious  voyage,"  fays  Shel- 
vock, "  to  our  firfl:  place  of  rendezvous,  the  Ca- 
nary Iflands,  where  we  did  not  arrive  till  the 
17th  of  Ma-'ch.  During  our  cruife  nothing  ma- 
terial happened,  except  that  we  took  an  open 
boat,  laden  with  fait  and  wine.  As  we  could 
hear  nothirg  of  the  Succefs,  on  the  2.Qth  we  took 
our  departure  for  Ferro,  in  hopes  of  falling  in 
with  Captain  Clipperton,  among  the  Cape  Verd 
Illands. 

In  our  paiTage  thither,  my  men  began  to  mur- 
mur ;  and  the  gunner  very  gravely  made  a  pro- 
pol'al  to  ms,  in  the  hearing  of  all  the  other  ofli- 

cers, 
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cers,  to  go  a  cruifing  in  the  Rctl  Sea  :  "  For," 
faid  he,  "  there  can  be  no  harm  in  robbing  thole 
Mahometans  j  but  as  for  the  Spaniards,  they  are 
good  Chrifiians,  and  it  would  doubtlefs  be  a  fin 
to  injure  them." 

On  this  curious  harangue,  I  ordered  him  into 
confinement  j  but  having  afterwards  threatened 
to  blow  up  the  fhip,  at  liis  own.  rcqueli.  I  dif- 
charged  him  as  foon  as  we  arrived,  together  with 
the  chief  mate,  who  had  likcwife  been  guilty  of 
many  irregularities. 

On  the  J  4th  of  April,  we  made  the  Ifle  of 
May,  where  v^e  law  the  wreck  of  the  Vanzittern 
Indiaman,  that  had  been  cafl  away  three  weeks 
before.  I  endeavoured  to  avail  myfelf  of  this 
circumflance,  to  obtain  the  necelfaries  we  Hood 
in  need  of  j  but  could  procure  nothing  of  any  par- 
ticular utility  or  value. 

At  this  place  I  fold  the  prize  for  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars;  and  filled  the  cafks  with  water. 
Here  fix  of  my  people  having  deferted,  I  applied, 
in  vain,  to  the  officer  on  fhore,  to  have  them  de- 
livered up  ;  but  upon  threatening  to  make  repri- 
fals,  two  of  them  were  brought  in.  Thefe  poor 
follows  afTured  me,  they  had  been  feduced  from 
their  duty  by  the  governor,  who  had  reprefented. 
that  they  might  all  make  their  fortunes  on  the 
Vanzittern's  wreck. 

Finding  I  could  hear  no  tidings  of  the  Succefs, 
or  procure  any  thing  ferviceable  here,  I  relblved 
to  proceed  to  St.  Catharine's  on  the  coafl  of 
Brafil,  where  I  had  read  that  necefTaries  might 
be  had..  We  were  fifty-five  days  in  reaching  this 
place,  during  which  time  there  were  few  remark- 
able occurrences,  except  that  on  the  5th  of  June 
we  fell  in  with  a  fliip  and  fpoke  her  3  and  having 
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feiit  Captain  Hatley,  in  the  boat,  with  monejtft 
purchafc  tobacco,  and  to  enquire  after  news,  he 
retarned,  and  reported,  that  no  tobacco  was  to 
be  procured.  He  wns  unwilling,  however,  h 
lecms,  to  bring  back  the  money;  and  according- 
ly he  laid  it  oat,  childilhl)f  enough,  in  china 
ware  and  fwect meats. 

Having  caft  anchor  at  St.  Catharine's,  I  im- 
mediately fent  the  carpenter  on  ihore,  with  all 
the  people  that  could  affilr  him  in  felli  g  trees, 
and  lawing  them  into  planks.  The  cooper  and 
his  crew  were  likewile  employed  in  filling  the 
calks.  Meanwhile  the  inhabitants  came  oiF  d?ily 
with  their  produ6ts,  which  they  bartered  for  fait. 

On  the  2d  of  July,  we  were  alarmed  by  the 
appearance  of  a  large  fliip  at  anchor,  in  the  vici- 
nity of  the  place  where  we  lay.  I  fent  an  officer 
in  the  launch,  well  manned  and  armed,  to  make 
his  obfervations  on  her,  and  I  put  the  Ihip 
into  the  beft  poflure  of  defence.  About  noon, 
the  launch  returned  ;  and  in  dire»St  violation  of 
iry  orders,  I  found  the  ofRcfr  had  gone  on  bo-.ird 
the  fufpe6lcd  veffcl,  which,  indeed,  enabled  him 
to  give  a  particular  account  of  her,  but  endan- 
gered his  own  fafety  and  that  of  his  men.  He 
reported,  that  this  Ihip  wijs  the  Ruby,  formerly 
an  Engliih  man  of  war,  and  tl\at  llic  was  com- 
manded by  M.  la  Jonquiere,  a  i^'renchman,  who, 
with  four  hundred  and  twenty  men  of  the  fame 
nation,  though  in  the  fervice  of  Spain,  did  not 
mean  to  offer  us  nny  molefcation. 

Next  day  the  Huby  failed  towards  us,  and  tlie 
captain  fent  one  of  his  lieate;;ants  nnd  a  pneft  to 
aiTure  me  of  his  friendfliip,  and  to  dehie  I  would 
dine  wit!i  him.  This  invitation  I  accepti:d,  and 
fljiet  with  a  very  handfume  reception,  with  li- 
beral 
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beral  offers  of  money  on  my  bills  in  London,  or 
whatever  elfe  the  fhip  could  lupply  me  with.  La 
Jonquiere  informed  me,  that  the  Spaninrds,  in 
the  South  Seas,  had  advire  of  the  two  confort 
ihips,  and  that  they  were  preparing  to  receive  us. 

About  this  time,  Hatley  was  charged,  on  com- 
jmon  fame,  with  having  being  guilty  of  fome  pc- 
Iculationj  but  on  being  taxed  with  it,  be  eva- 
jfively  anfwered,  that  he  had  done  jiothing  he 
[was  afliamed  of,  or  could  not  jultify. 

M.  la  Jonquiere,  in  a  day  or  two  returned  my 
[viiit,  accompanied  by  feveral  of  his  officers  j  but 
in  the  midlt  of  the  entertainment,  my  boatf\vain 
excited  a  dillurbance,  bccaufe  he  had  not  b(-eii 
invited  of  the  party.  This  outrage,  which  was 
fupported  by  a  party  he  had  formed,  being  pretty 
well  quieted,  my  vifitor  declared,  that  if  they 
periifted  in  their  difobedience,  he  would  fee  the 
ringleaders  puniihed,  by  carrying  them  home  iu 
limns. 

Next  morning,  the  authors  of  this  difturbance 
Ifeemed  ailiamed  of  their  condu6\,  and  afcribed  it 
to  the  effects  of  liquor.  The  boatfwain  ^nade 
his  humbled  fubmillions,  and-  prayed  my  lenity 
and  forgivenefs;  withal,  deiiring  I  would  permit 
him  to  return  in  the  French  fliip.  This  I  cor- 
dially acceded  to,  as  I  had  found  his  turbulent 
|difpofition  on  a  variety  of  occafions. 

On  the  15th  of  July,  we  faw  a  large  fliip  ply- 
ling  into  the  harbour's  mouth,  which  La  Jon- 
quiere miftaking  for  our  confort,  made  him  hatten 
his  departure.    On  putting  to  fca,  he  faluted  me 
I  with  five  guns. 

During  all  this  period,  the  carpenter  went  on 
Ibut  ilowly  in  his  operations  j  and  at  laft,  when  he 
|had  prepared  the  timber,  and  was  going  to  ufe  it 
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on  board,  to  my  aftoniiliment,  he  could  find  no 
.  nails  lit  for  his  purpofe.  It  feems,  that  this  ne- 
ceflary  article  in  the  voyage,  and  other  llores, 
had  been  embezzled  before  I  aliamed  the  com- 
mand of  the  iliip. 

Soon  after  this  unpleafant  difcover}'-,  the  Wife 
Solomon,  of  St.  Maloes,  of  forty  guns,  and  about 
one  hundred  and  fixtv  men,  commanded  by  M. 
Dumain  Girard,  came  in.  She  was  bound  to  the 
con  If  s  of  Chili  and  Pern,  on  a  trading  voynge; 
and  was  the  fame  lliip  as  had  alarmed  M.  la  Joa- 
quiere. 

This  new  French  acquaintance  I  foon  foand 
to  be  a  mer'^enary,  defigning  man,  poflefiing  all 
the  vanity  and  deceit  generally  afcribed  to  his  na- 
tion. On  my  alking  him  if  he  could  fparemeany 
nails,  he  anfwered  in  the  affirmative  \  but  know- 
ing my  wants,  fixed  a  mott  extravagant  price  oa 
them,  not  Itfs  than  thirty  dollars  a  hundred, 
which  demand  I  was  obliged  to  comply  with, 
and  fo  in  proportion  for  other  articles  he  had  to 
difpofe  of. 

Having  procured  the  raoft  elfentlal  necelTaries, 
I  now  bcfJaa  to  think  of  expedi  ing  my  departure. 
At  this  period  a  letter  was  addrcilcd  to  me  by 
the  flup's  company,  with  articles  annexed  to  it, 
for  ihc  inmiediaie  diftriViition  of  the  prize-money, 
which,  thev  pliiiily 'declared,  they  were  refolved 
to  infiil  on,  as  fome"  of  them  knev/,  from  woeful 
experi.  nee,  llie  confequrnce  o   delay. 

They  were  fo  very  importunate  to  carry  this 
point,  thai  both  mylelf  a  'd  the  principal  officers 
thouulit  it  melt  -jdvi fable  to  C\gn  our  acqnielccnce 
in  their  claims,  rjtlii'r  than  run  the  rilk  of  tlie 
confrqacDces  that  mioht  attend  our  refufnl. 
fjaviog  etTe6ted  their  wiihes,  they  exprefled  great 
I  fatisfaftion; 
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latisfaftion,  and  promirtd  to  be  always  ready  to 
hazard  their  lives  in  proiecution  of  the  obje6ts  of 
the  enterprifc. 

The  St,  Francitco  Xavier,  a  Portugnefe  man  of 
war,  of  forty  guns,  and  three  hundred  men, 
boand  to  Macao,  came  in  on  the  3d  of  Augull, 
She  was  commanded  by  Captain  la  Riviere,  a 
Fienrhinan.  Captain  Hatley,  being  grievoully 
fiifpefted  of  having,  on  a  former  occalion,  offered 
fonic  infults  to  the  Portugnefe,  I  apprized  him 
of  the  neceliity  of  coming  to  an  explanation,  left 
nny  diilurbance  fliould  arife  on  his  account. 
This  he  readily  engaged  to  do ;  and  on  his  re- 
turn, informed  me,  that  the  Portugnefe  captain 
could  not  conceive  it  pofiible,  that  a  gentleman, 
in  his  Situation,  flionld  do  any  thing  to  render 
fuch  an  :.pology  nccelfar)'. 

Three  of  my  men  having  deferted,  the  mate 
and  fome  feamen  went  up  to  the  Portugnefe 
plantations  in  queft  of  them.  It  being  almoin 
midnight  when  they  rtrrived,  the  inhabitants 
were  alarmed,  and  planted  an  ambufcade  to  cut 
them  off  in  their  retreat.  No  fooner  had  they 
entered  their  boat,  than  they  heard  the  Portu- 
gnefe rufhing  from  the  woods,  exclaiming,  "  Kill 
the  dogs,  kill  all  the  Englifh  dogs  I" 

This  outcry  was  inllantly  followed  bya  volley 
c^  fmall  arms,  which  wounded  three  of  the  party, 
I  difpatched  a  letter  of  complaint  to  the  cjlptain 
of  the  Portugnefe  veflel,  by  Hatley  ;  but  no 
fooner  had  he  gone  on  board  the  fliip,  than  he 
was  furiouily  aflaulted  by  the  captain  of  the 
iiland,  who  cried,  that  this  was  the  man  who  had 
been  guilty  of  fo  many  infolencies  towards  them 3 
and  had  made  it  a  pradice  to  abufe  and  affront 
him  with  opprobricus  epithets. 

On 
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On  this  exclamation,  the  (hip*s  company  fiding 
with  him,  fell  upon  Hatley ;  and  would  certain- 
ly have  treated  him  and  his  boat's  crew  with 
much  leverity,  had  not  the  captain  of  the  fliip 
relcued  him  ifrom  their  hands. 

La  Riviere  exprefled  his  concern  for  what  had 
happened  ;  but  faid  his  people  were  without  con- 
trol, and  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  punifli 
them  J  adding,  that  the  defire  of  revenge  would 
only  expole  my  men  to  danger,  perhaps,  to  de- 
ftrudion.  In  lliort,  he  made  all  the  apologies  in 
his  power  for  fuch  an  affair  having  happened  on 
board  his  fliip  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  gave  me 
to  underftand,  that  Hntley  had  provoked  the  Por- 
tuguefe  by  an  iniult  of  the  groffcil  nature,  in  their 
eflimation. 

After  this  unpleafant  rencounter,  I  foon  took 
my  departure  from  St.  Catharine's,  and  for  the 
nK>ft  part  had  very  fqually  weather.  As  we  ad- 
vanced to  the  fouth\\  ard,  the  appetites  of  ray 
people  became  fo  voracious,  that  the  ulual  allow- 
ance of  government  was  not  fufficient  to  fatisfy 
tliem.  Some  of  my  officers,  in  particular  Mr. 
Betagh,  captain  of  marines,  who  had  been  pur- 
^^.'fer  of  a  man  of  war,  and  was  a  man  v/hom  I  fni- 
cereiy  regarded,  were  champions  for  an  additional 
allowance  at  my  table.  Nor  did  Betagh  Hop 
here ;  but,  urged  by  the  intemperance  of  paflion, 
and  finding  me  unwilling  to  Squander  away  our 
provifions,  without  knowing,  for  a  certainty, 
where  we  couJd  find  a  fupply,  at  length  had  the 
infolence  to  tell  me,  "  That  the  voyage  lliould 
be  (hort  with  me  /'  a  menace  which  he  often  re- 
peated. 

Had  this  gentleman  been  capable  of  com- 
manding, J  might  have  been  under  fome  appre- 
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hecfions,  that  he  would  have  tried  to  verify  his 
denunciation  ;  but  not  intimidated,  I  excluded 
him  from  my  mefs  and  the  great  cabin. 

Finding  I  was  now  in  earned  with  him,  he 
fent  a  letter,  begging  my  pardon  and  promifing 
amendment;  on  which  I  reinftated  him  in  my 
favour,  which  the-fequel  will  fhew  he  little  de- 
ferved. 

On  the  Igth  of  September,  the  water  all  at 
once  became  difcoloured ;  and  on  heaving  the 
lead,  we  found  ourfelves  in  twcnty-lix  fathoms 
water.  I  immediately  flood  off  to  fea ;  but  in 
running  five  leagues  we  did  not  deepen  our  wa- 
ter. This  was  very  near  the  Straights  of  Magel- 
lan, which  I  might  have  pafTed  with  much  facili- 
ty ;  but  as  Captain  Clipperton  had  pretended,  that 
the  Straights  of  La  Maire  would  be  fafefl,  thougt* 
he  did  not  try  them  hirafelf,  I  was  induced  to  lay 
afide  this  intention.  '        • 

On  the  13th  of  September,  the  fog  clearing  up, 
diicovered  to  our  view  one^f  the  mofl  defolatc 
countries  that  imagination  can  conceive.  It  ap- 
peared nothing  but  a  continuation  of  ridges  and 
chains  of  mountains,  riling  behind  one  another, 
perpetually  buried  in  friow.  Towards  noon  we 
were  becalmed  near  the  mountains  called  the 
Three  Brothers,  fo  denominated  from  their  equal 
height,  near  refcmblance,  and  proximity. 

Hitherto  we  had  been  little  fenfible  of  cur- 
rents ;  but  this  afternoon  we  were  hurried  into' 
the  Straigli,ts  with  amazing  impetuofityj  and 
Laving  reached  the  mid  palfage,  the  northern 
tide  rulbed  in  with  fuch  violence,  as  foon  drove 
lis  out  of  the  Straights  again,  though  the  wind 
was  not  unfavourable.  ' 
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After  various  confli£ts  with  the  winds,  tides, 
ami  currents,  and  a  heavy  rolling  fea,  beyond 
what  T  had  ever  witncllbd,  we  got  into  regions 
of  Huh  intenie  cold,  that  on  the  3d  o!"  OdobtT, 
while  the  men  were  furling  the  main  fail,  one  of 
them  cried  out,  that  his  hands  were  fo  benum!)cd 
he  could  not  keep  his  hold  ;  and  before  his  coiu- 
panions  could  render  him  any  affiftance,  he  dnvp- 
prd  into  the  fea,  and  was  lolt  in  fpite  of  ail  our 
endeavours. 

On  the  22d,  we  loft  our  fore  topmaft ;  but  ;t- 
pairing  this  calamity  in  the  beft  manner  v.c, 
could,  at  laft  we  paifcd  the  Straights  of  La  \L'iii(s 
and  had  a  view  of  the  coaft  of  ChiH.  Durini; 
this  tedious  and  hazardous  voyage,  we  had  a  fiit- 
ceHion  of  adverfe  winds  and  llormy  weather. 

In  want  of  wood  and  water,  it  was  rny  wiih  to 
reach  the  Ifland  of  Juan  Fernandez,  but  a  varicly 
of  circumftances concurred  to  render  this  impra(^i- 
cable.  Surrounded  with  doubts  and  apprehen- 
sions, led  we  iliould  be  obliged  to  advance  ion 
far  on  the  coalls  where  we  now  were,  without  a 
competent  (lock  of  provifions,  one  Jofeph  la 
Fountaine,  a  native  of  France,  affured  me,  th:ii 
if  we  could  make  the  Ifland  of  Chiloe,  at  this 
time  a  little  to  the  northward,  it  was  the  moft 
favourable  place  for  our  purpofe,  of  any  in  the 
South  Seas  ;  as  there  were  rich  towns  in  the  vi- 
cinity, and  magazines  always  wel^  ftored  vviili 
provilions  of  every  kind. 

On  thefe  confiderations,  I  rcfolved  to  procet^d 
to  Chiloe ;  and  on  the  30th  of  November  we  en- 
tered the  channel,  with  an  intent  to  fm-prife  the 
towns  of  Chacao  and  Calibuco.  But  fcarcely  had 
we  come  to,  before  a  prodigioufly  rapid  tide,  and 
0n  increaling  gale^  made  the  channel  appear  like 
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onr  continued  breach.     Thus  lituated,  our  cable 
jirj-red,  and  wc  loit  our  anchor. 

Having  got  into  a  phice  o(  lecurity,  I  difpatch- 
cd  the  I'ecoud  lieutenant  to  difcover  the  towns  of 
('hacaoandCalibucoj  and  at  the  lame  time  recom- 
11  ended  it  to  Captain  Hatley  to  go  in  fearch  of 
:i  watering  place.  The  latter  foon  returned,  and 
brought  with  him  an  Indian,  who  gave  us  hoi)(-s 
»>t  a  hitfit  ient  fupply  for  our  wantsj  but  afterwards 
hrcnight  us  the  difagreeable  information,  that  the 
i:  habitants  were  interdi6ted  from  giving  us  any 
ivlief. 

The  lieutenant  having  prolonged  his  (tay,  made 
nic  iVifpedt  that  he  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
the  Sj)aniards,  by  which  means  they  had  gained 
ii.tonnntion  of  us.  However,  on  a  Spanilh  officer 
(oming  olf  in  a  paragua,  I  hoiited  French  co- 
lours ',  and  pretended  that  the  Ihip  belonged  to 
that  nation,  and  was  homeward  bound.  Under 
tills  belief  the  officer  remained  all  night ;  and 
when  he  departed  next  morning,  I  fent  by  him 
to  the  governor,  to  requeft  a  fupply  of  provifions, 
t )  enable  me  to  profecute  my  voyage  to  France. 
in  r^ply,  I  received  a  complaint  againft  the  vio- 
lence of  our  mtn,  in  killing  their  Iheep  and  driv- 
ini^  away  their  cattle;  by  which  I  was  fenliblc 
\\t.  lieutenant  and  party  had  landed. 

I'iiiding  that  this  was  no  feafon  to  temporize, 
1  fent  a  ptremptory  requifition  for  what  1  want- 
ed j  at  the  fame  time  giving  the  governor  to  un- 
derftand,  that  all  the  force  he  could  mufter  llKould 
not  deter  me  from  fapplying  myfelf,  if  he  ne- 
glected my  demands.  In  aniwer  to  this,  a  nurl- 
lage  arrived,  to  (ignify  that  they  would  treat 
V'ith  me,  if  I  would  fend  an  officer  to  Chacao ; 
but  I  avowed  my  determination  to  treat  no  where, 

fave 
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fave  on  board  my  own  fliip  ;  and  farllicr,  that  I 
had  already  dlfpatched  eighty  men  to  Aipply  thcm- 
felves  with  what  wc  wanted.  The  lieutenant  and 
party  Toon  after  came  in,  with  fome  frivolous  ex- 
C'lfes  for  delay,  v/hich  I  filently  aequiefced  in, 
though  I  was  fiMifible  the  mifcondu6t  of  this  of- 
ficer had  ruin'  d  my  views  on  this  coaft. 

By  the  middle  of  December,  we  had  our 
decks  full  of  cattle  and  corn.  In  a  word,  we  added 
at  leaft  a  montli's  provifions  to  our  former  ftores, 
without  the  leau  molcllation  from  the  enemy.  On 
the  17th,  W'^  fet  fail  with  a  favourable  wind.  The 
preceding  c  ay,  one  of  ihe  men  had  efcaprd  into  the 
woods,  and  as  it  was  probable  he  would  difclofe 
our  defigns  as  far  as  he  knew  them,  this,  added 
to  the  ill  condudof  the  lieutenant,  made  me  refleft 
on  the  impoflSbility  of  doing  any  thing  of  import- 
ance with  fuch  officers  and  fuch  men. 

On  leaving  Chiloe,  it  was  my  defign  to  proceed 
for  Juan  Fernandez  ;  but  my  ^eople,  at  the  inlh- 
gation  of  the  Frenchman,  whofe  advice  had  for- 
merly been  taken,  were  bent  on  going  to  the 
Port  of  Conception.  Finding  it  prudent  to  yield, 
•left  the  men  ihould  be  tempted  to  throw  off  all 
control,  I  liftened  to  their  fuggeflions  j  though 
they  were  conveyed  in  language  not  very  civil  or 
dutiful. 

For  Conception  we  (leered,  and  arrived  there 
on  the  23d  of  December.  I  immediately  ordered 
the  boats,  well  manned  and  armed,  to  furprile  by 
night  what  veflels  lay  in  the  harbour,  and  to  re- 
connoitre the  place.  Hatley  returned  foon  after 
in  the  pinnace ;  informing  me,  that  they  had  ta- 
ken the  Solidad  de  Anday,  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  tons,  laden  with  timber  from  Baldivia,  and 
a  fnjflU  vefTel  of  twenty-five  tons^  with  a  prieit, 

her 
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i,'»r  owner,  on  board.  This  veflcl,  which  we  named 
tii(^  Mercury,  we  found  very  ufct'ul,  being  e:icd- 
icntly  adapted  for  look-out  expeditions.  Hatley, 
h.owever,  iuffered-another  fmail  vcifcl  full  of  men 
toel'cape,  without  the  lead  attempt  to  detain  her. 
Slie  was  bringing  advice  cf  us  from  Chiloe^  and 
confequently  ought  to  have  been  fecured,  had 
this  officer  poiTeired  either  policy  or  common 
fenfe. 

The  prieft  being  very  follcltous  to  ranfom  his 
bark,  was  permitted  to  go  on  lliore  for  money. 
Meanwhile  we  received  intell  gence  of  a  velfel 
laden  with  wine,  brandy,  and  othe<?ffticles,  ly- 
ing at  anchor  about  two  leagues  from  usj  on 
which  I  difpatchcd  Mr.  Randall,  the  fecond  lieu 
tenant,  and  twenty-five  men  to  fecure  her  5  but 
politively  not  to  land,  or  make  any  hazardous  at- 
tempt whatever. 

Next  evening,  however,  they  returned  with  a 
difmal  flory,  that  finding  the  veflel  hauled  on 
fiiore,  the  officer  had  ordered  them  to  land  and 
carry  off  from  her  what  they  could ;  but  their  ca- 
reer was  foon  flopped,  for  they  no  foorier  let  their 
feet  on  fliore  than  the  enemy  furioully  fell  upon 
them.  However,  they  all  efcaped,  except  five 
who,  they  agreed,  were  cut  to  pieces  in  flioal 
water. 

This  new  addition  to  our  misfortunes  had  a 
vrry  difpiriting  eff'edl  on  the  greateft  part  of  the 
fhip's  company.  Nothing  was  now  heard  but; 
murmurs  and  curfes.  As  I  was  expoflulating 
with  Mr.  Randall,  who  conduced  this  unfortu- 
nate enterprife,  I  efpied  a  large  ihip  coming 
round  the  moll  northern  point  of  the  Illand  of 
tiniriquine.  As  it  was  almoll  dark,  Ihe  ftood 
towards  us  without  fear  or  fufplcion  >  and  when 
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{lie  approrxhed  near  enough,  I  fired  a  giin,  on 
which  tli»^  immediately  ilruck.  She  proved  to  be 
the  St.  Fcrniin  fromCalao,  of  three  hundred  tons 
burdc- ^  laden  with  fugar,  molafles,  rice,  coari'e 
linen,  and  fome  country  cloth  j  belides  a  quantity 
of  chor(^l4(rt,  and  about  fix  thoufand  dollars  in 
fpecie  aiiu  olate. 

The  agi  111  for  prizes  and  the  ihip's  company's 
agent  v  eiit  to  infpe6t  her  lading  j  and  in  a  fliort 
time  they  ret  arned  with  many  packages,  ftores,  and 
other  comiTodities,  to  a^confiderable  amount.  Don 
FranciO  o  Larrayn,  the  captain,  being  defirous  of 
ranfoming  his  Ihip,  I  readily  fent  him  on  Ihore 
in  the  launch. 

Soon  after  a  flag  of  truce  came  off,  with  feven 
jars  of  wine,  as  a  prefent  from  the  governor,  and 
a  letter  tall  of  civility  j  but  written  with  much 
art?  in  which  he  defired  to  fee  my  commiflion, 
and  that  then  he  would  treat  with  me  according, 
to  tlie  law  of  arms.  By  this  conveyance  I  had 
the  pleafure  of  hearing  that  two  of  our  men,  who 
were  iuppoled  to  have  been  killed,  were  only 
w^ounded,  and  in  a  fair  way  of  recovery. 

To  fatisfy  the  governor,  in  regard  to  my  com- 
mKTion,  i  fent  the  captain  of  marines  to  Concep- 
tion with  a  copy  of  it,  and  of  the  declaration  of 
^^  ar,  &c.  He  foon  returned,  accompanied  by  a 
Ficmiili  Jefuit,  a  Spanilh  lawyer,  an  Englifliman, 
and  a  Scotchman.  The  Jefuit  alfured  me  he 
was  only  come  to  pay  his  refpe6ls,  and  to  render 
his  belt  fervices,  in  bringing  the  affair  of  the  ran- 
fom  to  a  favourable  conclulion.  He  then  told 
me  that  the  captain  of  the  St.  Fermin  ^ad  refolv- 
cd  to  give  twelve  thoufand  dollars  for  her  and 
the  Soiidad,  inftead  of  fixteen  thoufand  which  I 
had  demanded  for  the  St.  Fermin  alone. 

To 
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To  this  propofal  I  refolutely  declared  my  dif- 
fent }  and  alfured  them  that  no  perfualions  or  ar- 
tifices ihoiild  prevail  on  me  to  comply.  In  the 
St.  Fermin,  we  had  taken  ten  large  lilver  candle- 
llicks,  each  worth  about  twenty-five  pounds  fter- 
ling.  The  holy  father,  in  a  very  fuppliant  man- 
ner, reprefented  to  me  that  they  \\  ere  a  legacy  to 
his  convent  J  and  hoped  I  would  not  prevent 
fuch  a  noble  charity.  To  lliew  my  readinefs  to 
oblige  him,  I  offered  them  for  their  weight, 
without  regard  to  the  workmanthipj  but  he 
evaded  this,  byfaying\hey  never  bought  anything 
for  facred  ufes. 

After  many  futile  altercations,  both  about 
this  and  the  ranfom  of  the  Ihips,  the  bufinefs 
went  off.  Two  days  paffing,  in  which  I  heard 
nothing  from  the  governor,  I  began  to  fufpe6t 
that  he  had  other  objects  in  contemplation  be- 
fides  the  ranfom.  At  laft,  however,  the  wound- 
ed men  were  fent  on  board  with  a  letter,  import- 
ing that  as  the  prifoners  were  now  fent  back,  the 
governor  hoped  that  I  would  not  hefitate  in  dif- 
mifling  the  Spaniards  in  my  polTeffion. 

No  farther  intelligence  arriving  from  the  town, 
and  defpairing  of  obtaining  any  ranfom  for  the 
Hiips,  I  ordered  them  to  be  burnt  j  and  then  fet  fail 
for  Juan  Fernandez.  In  our  courfe,  the  plunder 
was  fold  before  the  mall,  and  the  men  had  their 
refpedive  Ihares  allotted  them,  which  they  were 
very  importunate  to  obtaiiv 

We  arrived  at  the  Ifland  of  Juan  Fernandez 
about  the  middle  of  January,  and  found  fome 
notification  that  Captain  Clipperton  had  been 
there  j  but  not  the  leaft  diredtion  how  to  proceed, 
ia  cafe  we  fliould  touch ;  which  ftrengthened  my 
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convi(!^ion,  that  it  was  not  my  confort's  wllli  to 
have  oar  company. 

Defigning  to  look  into  Copaipo,  on  the  21ft  of 
January,  I  fent  the  Mercury  to  reconnoitre ;  but 
the  officer  to  whom  this  bulinefs  was  committed, 
reporting  tliat  no  ihips  were  in  the  port,  I  clif- 
patclied  him  again  to  examine  the  harbour  of  Cal- 
dera,  and  to  return  as  quickly  as  pollible.  Here  too 
they  dil'covered  nothing ;  but  inilead  of  coming  off 
diredly  to  join  me,  they  miffed  the  land-wind, 
and  delayed  my  failing  for  an  entire  day. 

On  the  5th  of  February,  I  fent  an  officer  ahead, 
to  difcover  if  there  was  any  Ihipping  in  Arica 
Bay  J  and  when  I  came  in  fight  of  this  port  myfelf 
I  dcfcried  the  Mercury  ftanding  out  of  the  Bay, 
i'xom  which  I  conje<!^ured  that  a  ihip  in  fight  had 
bfeen  too  powerful  for  her.  This  determined  me 
16  make  all  poflible  fail  to  her  relief.  When  I 
came  up,  I  had  the  pleafure  to  find,  that  the  iliip 
was  already  captured,  and  that  the  Mercury  had 
accidentally  drifted. 

This  prize  was  called  the  Rofario,  of  one  hun- 
dred tons,  laden  with  cormorant's  dung,  which 
is  extremely  valuable  as  a  manure,  in  the  culture 
of  the  agi,  or  cod-pepper.  The  only  white  per- 
fon  on  board  was  the  pilot,  by  whom  I  fent  a  let- 
ter to  the  owner,  offisring  him  the  liberty  of  ran- 
foming  the  ffiip.  I  received  an  early  anfvver, 
in  which  the  owner  pleaded  poverty,  but  exprelT- 
ed  his  readinefs  to  comply  with  my  demand,  to 
the  utmoft  extent  of  his  power.  We  agreed  for 
one  thoufand  five  hundred  pieces  of  eight  j  and 
the  honcfl:  man  was  fo  pun6tual,  that  he  paid  the 
ftipulated  fum  the  fame  evening. 

Soon  after  we  took  a  fmall  bark,  laden  with 
the  fame  commodity,  which  the  Spaniards  call 

guana, 
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guana,  and  fome  dried  fifh.  The  po.or  owner 
came  off,  in  a  balie,  or  feal  bark,  with  two  jars  of 
brandy  and  forty  pieces  of  eight  to  ranfom  her. 
I  accepted  his  oD'er,  and  m^ide  him  happy  in  the 
recovery  of  his  veflTcl. 

Sailing  from  Arica,  I  again  fell  in  with  the 
Wife  Solomon,  in  the  Road  of  Hillo.  This  vef- 
fel  feeming  determined  to  protect  a  convoy,  we 
made  no  attempt  upon  them  j  but  continued  our 
voyage,  and  in  its  courfe,  divided  the  plunder 
lately  taken.  On  the  22d  of  February,  we  came 
abreaft  of  Callao,  but  attempted  nothing. 

In  a  few  days  the  officers,  who  had  for  fome 
time  navigated  the  Mercury,  defired  to  be  re- 
lieved j  and-4t  being  Captain  Hatley's  turn  to 
take  charge  of  her,  he  propofed  that  we  might 
follow  the  tren dings  of  the  fhore,  till  we  had  got 
the  length  of  Lobos.  Of  this  propofal  I  could 
not  difapprove,  confidering  the  probability  there 
was  of  falling  in  with  the  Panama  fliips.  Every 
perfon  appearing  well  fatisfied  with  my  refolu- 
tion,  I  increafed  the  Mercury's  complement  of 
men,  and  lent  Hatley  the  pinnace. 

Every  thing  being  ready  for  their  departure. 
Captain  Betagh  of  the  marines,  whofe  duty  it 
was  to  relieve  the  marine  officer  on  board  the 
Mercurj%  being  averfe  to  this  fervice,  addrefled 
himfelf  to  the  ffiip's  company,  and  with  a  deje6b- 
ed  look,  faid  that  they  were  all  fent  to  be  facri- 
ficedj  ufing  many  other  exprellions  to  excite 
I  mutiny. 

I  now  began  to  apprehend  that  he  wifhed  to 

I  execute  fome  of  his  former  threats  rcfpefting  me ; 

and  therefore  appealed  to  the  crew,  and  defired  to 

know  if  any  of  them  were  of  Betagh's  opinion? 

With  one  voice,  they  exclaimed.  No  1    Satisfied, 
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in  this  critical  affair,  Hatley  and  JBetagh  went  on 
board,  and  on  putting  off,  gave  us  three  cheers. 
Next  day  they  took  a  i'mall  bark  laden  with  rice; 
and  the  following,  another.  On  the  feventh  day 
of  theii'^abfence,  they  got  poffeflion  of  a  fliip  of 
two  hundred  tons  burden,  worth  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand  pieces  of  eight. 

Flulhed  with  this  fuccefs,  it  feems  Betagh  ca- 
joled Hatley  and  a  majority  of  the  crew  into  a 
fcheme  of  departing  with  their  prize  for  India. 
But  fcarcely  had  they  refolved  on  this  piratical 
Hep,  before  they  faw  a  fail  {landing  toward* 
them,  which  proving  to  be  a  Spanilh  man  of  war, 
foon  put  an  end  to  tlieir  intended  voyage.  The 
prifoners  in  general  were  treated  but  indifferent- 
ly; but  Betagh,  being  asCatholic  and  an  Irifli- 
man,  as  a  reward  for  his  treachery  and  the  intel- 
ligence he  gave  refpe6iting  my  deligns,  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  an  officer  in  the  Spanifh 
fervice.  From  the  accounts  this  traitor  gave  of 
our  plan  of  future  operations,  I  was  not  free  from 
apprehenlion  left  I  ftiould  foon  be  captured  alfo. 

On  the  lafl  day  of  February,  we  anchored  ia 
the  Road  of  Guanacho,  where  we  found  a  fail 
with  only  two  men  and  a  boy  on  board.  From 
them  we  learned,  that  there  was  a  rich  prize  in 
the  Cove  of  Paita.  When,  however,  we  arrived 
there,  we  difcovered  only  one  fmall  veffel  at  an- 
chor, almofl  unrigged. 

As  it  entered  into  the  fcheme  of  the  voyage  to 
attempt  the  town,  I  confulted  my  officers  on  the 
fubjeft ;  and  next  morning  early,  I  landed  with 
forty-fix  men,  leaving  the  matter  to  bring  the 
fliip  nearly  in,  that  we  might  the  more  expediti- 
imily  eml>ark  the  plunder.  I  marched  up  to  the  j 
great  church  without  oppofition,  for  the  inhabi- 
tants! 
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tants  had  all  fled.  A':  day  light  \vc  obferved 
large  bodies  of  men  on  the  fnrrounding  hills, 
with  whom  I  expected  to  have  had  a  rencounter  3 
but  as  we  advanced,  they  retired. 

The  day  was  Ipent  in  shipping  off  what  plun- 
<3fir  we  could  lay  our  hands  on :  it  chiefly  con- 
fifted  of  provilioiis,  of  which  we  accumulated  a 
Jarge  Itock.  In  the  afternoon,  a  melienger  came 
to  know  what  I  would  fix  for  the  ranfom  of  the 
town.  I  propolcd  ten  thoufand  pieces  of  eight, 
to  be  paid  Within  twenty-four  hours.  The  go- 
vernor, however,  gave  me  plainly  to  underftand, 
that  he  neither  could,  nor  would,  agree  to  my 
terms  j  and  that  he  did  not  care  what  I  did  with 
the  town,  fo  I  fpared'  the  churches. 

Having  received  this  definitive  anGver,  I  col- 
lected whatever  was  valuable  in  the  town,  and 
then  ordered  the  houfcs  to  be  fet  on  fire.  No 
fooncr,  however,  was  Paita  in  a  blaze,  than  tliofc 
oh  board  made  Iignals  for  me  to  come  off  j  and 
kept  inceflantly  firing  towards  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour. 

On  this  I  ordered  off  all  ray  hands ;  but  judge 
my  furprife,  when  I  diicovered  a  large  fliip,  bear- 
ing a  Spanilh  flag,  ready  to  fall  upon  us !  I  now 
looked  back  on  the  burning  town,  and  regretted 
that  I  had  been  fo  precipitate,  liy  the  iudieious 
€ondu6t,  however,  of  Mr.  Coldfea,  the  mnft.er,  I 
got  all  my  people  fafe  on  board.  The  enemy  was 
now  within  piftol  fliot ;  and  his  formidable  ap- 
pearance fl:ruck  an  nniverfal  damp  on  the  fpirits 
of  the  crew.  I  expe£ted  every  minute  he  would 
attempt  to  board  us :  but  having  loft  his  oppor- 
tunity, we  cut  our  cable,  and  by  dint  of  manceu- 
vringj  got  at  fome  diftance  before  he  could  bring 

a  broad-^ 
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a  broadfide  to  bear.  This  doing  little  execution, 
we  crowded  fail  and  foon  got  out  of  his  reach. 
'  This  fliip  was  calk  d  the  Peregrine.  She  car- 
ried fifty-lix  guns  and  four  hurfdred  and  fifty 
men.  During  this  unequal  engagement,  we  had 
not  a  man  either  killed  or  wounded ;  though, 
we  were  much  expofed,  and  once,  in  particular,  a 
ihot  entering  one  of  the  ports,  difmounted  a  gun 
and  tore  off  its  nut,  which  breaking  into  many 
pieces,  flew  about  without  injuring  any  one.  The 
Ihip,  however,  had  received  very  material  da- 
mage }  and  an  unlucky  Ihot  took  the  bow  of  our 
launch  and  fet  fire  to  fonie  cartridges  that  had 
been  negligently  left  uncovered,  which  blew 
away  her  moorings,  and  occafioned  her  lofs. 

The  admiral  feing  we  were  able  to  outfail 
liim,  tacked  and  Hood  in  for  Paita.  A.  narrower 
efcape  from  an  enemy  of  fuch  fuperior  force 
could  not  well  have  been  made.  We  had  neither 
a  third  part  of  the  gims  nor  men  :  the  Spaniard 
too  advanced  in  a  ftate  of  preparation  5  we  were 
taken  by  furprife,  and  in  confufion.  Our  fmall 
arms  were  wet,  and  therefore  ufelefs  j  and  what 
was  worfe,  one-third  of  the  men  were  engaged  in 
making  preparations  for  an  obllinate  refiftance, 
had  we  been  puftied  to  extremities,  while  the  reft 
had  to  combat,  and  to  manage  the  fails. 

On  the  whole,  it  was  fortunate  we  got  off  from 
this  imminent  danger,  which  was  the  more  to  be 
dreaded,  as  the  conflagration  of  the  town  muft 
have  exafperated  the  enemy  to  an  unufual  degree; 
and  we  had  little  mercy  to  expe6t,  had  we  fallen 
into  their  hands.  At  beft,  however,  this  was  a 
very  difagreeable  aftair.  The  lofs  of  the  boat! 
and  anchor  was  irreparable  j  and  may  be  faid ' 
to  be  the  caufe  of  that  fcene  of  trouble  and  dif- 

trefsl 
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trefs  which  will  occupy  the  remainder  of  this 
luarmtivc. 

Next  morning  we  faw  two  fail  aftcrn  of  ns. 
)ne  of  them  evidently  intended  for  Paita  ;    and 
|the  nearer  I  approached  the  other,  the  lei's  I  lik- 
»d  her  appearance,  which  induced  me  to  tack 
labout  and  crowd  fail  from  her.     However,  Ihe 
;ained  upon  us,  and  advanced  fufficiently  near  to 
phew  us  that  Ihc  was  the  Brilliant,  a  Ihip  of  thir- 
ty-fix guns,  chiefly  manned  with  French,  and 
confort  to  the  admiral  from  whom  we  had  juft 
jfwped.     She  was  a  remarkable  fwift  failer,  and 
vas  handfomely  rigged  :  and  had  not  night  come 
3n,  it  would  have  been  impoifible  for  us   to 
sfcapc. 

I  now  bethought  myfelf  of  playing  the  old 
tratagem,  which  I  fuppofed  might  be  new  ia 
^his  part  of  the  world,  of  turning  a  light  adrift 
[n  a  half  tub,  inftead  of  a  boat,  and  then  iranie- 
liately  altered  my  courfe.  As  the  day  broke,  I 
could  perceive  nothing  of  the  enemy :  this  was 
3ur  fecond  providential  efcape. 

It  feems  Betagh  failed  on  board  this  laft  fhir 
md  by  his  advice  it  was  that  the  admiral  dire6i- 
ed  his  confort  to  ply  up  to  windward  of  Lohos, 
3ur  firft  place  of  rendezvous,  while  he  himfelf 
proceeded  to  Paita  in  qneft  of  us.  This  fepara- 
ilon,  which  wms  intended  as  a  fure  method  of 
tatching  us,  was  the  very  noeans  of  our  preferva^ 
iion. 

Finding  myfelf  thus  clofely  purfued,  I  took  an 
Dffing  of  thirty  leagues  from  the  Ihore,  and  then 
lay  by,  to  confider  what  was  to  be  done.  Au 
pbargo  I  underftood  had  been  laid  on  all  Ihips 
[o leeward  for  the  fpace  of  fix  months ;  our  prize, 
^hlch  I  misaijt  to  convert  into  a  iire-fliip,  was 

captured 
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captured  by  the  Brilliant;  i  was  yet  ignorant  of  I 
the  fate  of  the  Mercury  j  and  in  regard  to  ni» I 
con  fort,  I  was  perfectly  in  the  dark.  '  I 

In  this  dilemma,  I  allembled  my  officers  j  and 
fuggefted  that  on  the  coall  of  Chili  we  might 
have  a  better  chance  of  advantage,  and  a  gmiter 
probnlillity  of  being  fafe  than  where  we  were  J 
that  after  watering  at  Juan  Fernandez,  we  {houlq 
cruife  for  the  remainder  of  the  feafon  off  thel 
ports  of  Conception,  Valparaifo,  and  CoquimboJ 
■where  we  might  probably  be  fupplied  with  aii| 
additional  Ihip,  and  all  manner  of  naval  ftores. 

This  plan  being  univerfally  approved,  vel 
flretched  a-.^ay  to  windward.  My  views,  afterl 
the  acccr.  pliihment  of  thefe  previous  fteps,  were! 
fixed  on  the  Coaft  of  Mexico,  where  by  ninningl 
up  to  a  high  latitude,  there  was  not  o  ly  the[ 
chance  of  falling  in  with  Captain  ClippertonJ 
but  alio  of  meeting  the  Manilla  ihip. 

On  the  1 1  th  of  May,  we  came  in  fight  of  Ju-I 
an  Fernandez,  Here  I  pli«id  off  and  on  till  the! 
21ft,  when  a  ftrong  gale  arofe,  attended  withil 
tumbling  fea,  in  which  the  cable  parted,  and  in{ 
evitable  ihipwreck  appeared  before  our  eyes.  In-I 
deed  it  was  owing  to  a  iignal  interpofition  of  Pro-j 
vidence,  that  we  ttruck  where  we  did,  as  a  few  fa-f 
thoms,  on  either  fide,  would  have  been  certainl 
deftru6tion  to  us  all.  All  our  mafts  went  awajfl 
together}  and  happy  was  it  for  us  they  did  lo.ajT 
they  furniftied  us  with  a  raft,  by  which  we  ^vera 
all  faved,  excepting  one  perfon.  In  the  midftol 
this  calamity,  I  fecured  my  commiflion,  and  a  feu 
bags  of  bread,  two  compafles,  and  fome  mathej 
matical  inftruments  and  books.  The  veflel  fillj 
ed  with  water  in  a  few  minutes  after  fhe  ftruck| 
but  did  not  immediately  go  to  pieces. 

Whe 
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When  we  firft  reached  the  thore,  we  had  only 
le  cold  ground  to  repofe  our  drenched  limbs  on, 
[n  fhort,  we  were  almolt  totally  deftitute.  In 
[he  evening  we  lighted  a  fire,  and  wrapping 
jurfelves  up  in  what  we  could  get,  laid  ourfelves 
tound  itj  and  notwithftanding  the  inclemency  of 
[he  weather,  llept  very  found.  In  the  morning, 
I'c  looked  like  men  juft  awakening  from  a 
ireanij  and  fo  great  and  melancholy  was  the 
khange  in  our  circumftances,  that  we  could 
[carcely  credit  our  own  fenfes. 

I  immediately  tried  to  alfemble  the  people,  to 
|tterapt  faving  fome  necelTarics  and  proviiions 
from  the  wreck  j  but  tht  y  were  fo  difperfed  and 
[onfounded,  that  I  could  not  readily  colle6t  them, 
Ir  we  might  probably  have  recovered  our  beef 
Ind  povk.  This  opportunity  was  loft  by  their  ea- 
rernefs  to  ere6t  huts  and  tents  for  their  I'uturc 
habitations  J  and  in  the  meanwhile,  a  furious 
korrn  arofe,  which  deftroyed  all  the  provifions  in 
(he  fliip,  except  one  calk  of  beef  and  another  of 

arlna  de  Pao,  which  were  waflied  on  the  ftrand. 

II  the  money  was  irrecoverabl)'  loft,  lave  one 
{Iioufand  one  hundred  dollars  belonging  to  the 

Iventurers. 

About  half  a  mile  from  the  fhore,  I  found  a 
Dnvenient  place  for  eretting  my  tent.  A  fine 
beam  of  water  ran  on  each  fide  of  it :  fuel  wa$ 
llenty  at  hand,  and  trees  proper  for  our  ufe. 
pe  crew  fettled  round  me ;  and  each  having  fe- 
ired  himfelf  from  the  inclemency  of  the  wea- 
ber,  in  the  beft  manner  that  circumftances  would 
II0W9  we  ufed  to  pafs  our  tedious  evenings  round 
[large  fire,  roafting  craw-fifh  in  the  embers. 

I  now  .began  to  think  of  buiKling  fuch  a  veflel. 
It  of  the  materials  of  the  wreck,  as  might  be 

fufficient 
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I'ufficient  to  rnrry  us  all  ofi";  and  confulting  wliitj 
the  carpenler  on  the  riibjetl,  received  a  very  un- 
favourable reply.  I  next  addrcHed  inylch*  to  tliel 
armourer,  who  having  fecured  his  beilorvs,  ex- 
prefl'ed  his  hopes  that  he  might  be  able  to  fiunillJ 
the  iron  work,  with  the  aiiiilance  he  expected  tol 
find  from  the  wreck. 

At  laft  I  was  able  to  engage  them  in  gooil 
carneft  to  undertake  the  building  of  a  bark; 
but  being  divided  into  parties,  I  had  little  con- 
trol over  their  general  condu6l,  and  they  weiitl 
on  with  the  work  jufl  as  they  pleafed.  I  wr\ 
obliged  to  bribe  the  carpenter  to  lend  his  aflift-f 
ance  -^  and  at  laft  a  bark  of  about  twenty  tons! 
was  tinilhed,  lit  only  for  the  prefent  exigencv.I 
The  armourer  had  alfo  begun  a  boat  which  wail 
now  completed  j  and  we  employed  her  in  fifliinJ 
for  conger  eels,  of  which  a  quantity  was  cure5| 
for  a  fupply. 

When  the  bark"  was  firft  put  into  the  waterl 
ilie  leaked  fo  fait,  that  the  univerfal  cry  vasil 
"  fieve  !  a  lieve  !"  However,  by  inceflant  labour| 
\iKe  adapted  the  fliip's  pumps  to  her,  and  on  lli( 
5th  of  October,  we  launched  her  by  the  name  o^ 
the  Recovery.  We  had  no  other  anchor  than  i 
large  ftone  tied  to  a  rope,  which  the  leaft  puftcti 
wind  might  have  feparated.  I  therefore  law  th 
danger  of  lying  here  long  f  and  having  got  thij 
men  and  llores  on  board,  we  began  to  prepan 
for  our  voyage.  About  twelve  of  the  crew  verd 
left  behind,  who  could  not  be  prevailed  on  toacj 
company  us,  they  were  deaf  to  all  folicitationsf 
and  only  returned  for  anfwer,  "  that  they  wck 
not  yet  prepared  for  the  other  world."  i 

^   Captain  Shelvock  obferves,  fo  falubrious  is  thj 
air  of  this  iliand,  that  out  of  feventy  perfoiis  \M 

remaiiicl 
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remained  there  live  months  and  eleven  days,  not 
one  "had  an  hour's  illnefsj  notwithftanding  their 
t'uul  diet  and  poor  accommodations.  Shelvock 
liimrelf,  from  being  almoft  a  cripple  with  the 
gout,  became  ftrong  and  a6tive.  He  gives  the 
fame  account  as  other  voyagers  of  the  beauty  of 
the  ifland,  and  of  the  grand  and  romantic  pro- 
fpefts  which  it  exhibits.  The  vaft  number  of 
goats  which  it  fupplies,  furniihed  an  excellent 
and  nutritious  aliment. 

While  we  lay  here,  continues  the  captain,  it 
was  the  feafon  for  the  fea-lionefles  to  bring  forth 
their  young.  They  are  of  a  monflrous  fize  j  and 
I  may  venture  to  aflirm  that,  one  with  another, 
they  would  yield  a  butt  of  train  oil. 

They  are  io  indolent,  that  no  fooner  have  they 
reached  the  land,  than  they  fall  afleep,  and  re- 
i  cureiB"^^*"  in  that  ftate  of  torpidity  for  a  month  j   but 
after  they  have  brought  forth  their  young,  an  old 
the  waterB^^^'^'^ion  of  the  largeft  fize  keeps  inceffent  watch, 
1  cry  vasiB^"^  ^^  ^^^  approach  of  an  enemy,  makes  a  hide* 
lant  labowBous  roaring. 

Every  thing  one  hears  or  fees  on  this  ifland  is 

of  a  peculiar  chara6ter.     The  very  ftru6ture  of 

[the  ifle,  in  all  its  parts,  exhibits  a  certain  favage 

lirregular  beauty,  beyond  the  powers  of  expref- 

ifion.    The  feveral  profpefts  of  lofty,  inacceflible 

ills  in  the  day,  and  the  folitarinefs  of  the  gloomy 

arrow  vallies  in  the  night)  added  to  the  mixed 

nd  confufed  noife  of  the  furge,  continually  beat- 

/edon  to  acBng  againft  the  fhore;  the  tumbling  of  the  wa- 

oUcitationsB^'^^  ^''^™  ^^^  immenfe  precipice  to  another ;  the 
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bituated  to  the  fcene,  before  it  can  tafte  the 
fweets  of  refrelhing  lleep,  or  wholly  divelt  itielf 
of  termor. 

We  at  lad  fet  fail  on  the  6th  of  Oaober,  hav- 
ing nothing  to  fublill  on  at  fea  but  fmoked  con- 
gev  eels,  and  a  few  bulhels  of  farina.  We  were 
forty  in  number,  crowded  together,  without  any 
convenieucics  for  cleanlinefs,  or  any  thing  to  de- 
fend us  from  the  abominable  llench  of  the  filh ; 
nor  was  there  a  drop  of  water  to  be  had  without 
fucking  it  oat  of  the  calk,  through  a  pipe  which 
we  promifcuoully  ufed.  Gur  unfavoury  morfcls 
created  continual  quarrels  for  the  frying  pan ;  and 
as  we  had  but  a  very  indifferent  convenience  in 
regard  to  fire,  th?  nolle  of  frying  was  heard  from 
morn  till  night. 

Thus  we  traverfed  the  ocean,  happy,  however, 
in  the  idea  of  being  once  more  afloat  j  and  cht- 
riihujg  the  hopes,  that  fomcthing  would  fooii 
fall  into  our  hands  that  would  better  our  circam- 
ftances,  and  ftrengthen  nur  feeurity. 

On  the  4th  day  of  our  voyage,  we  fell  in  with 
a  Spaniih  velfel,  named  the  Margarita,  which  \\i; 
vigoroiilly  attacked,  but  v.ere  thrice  rtipulfeil. 
All  night  we  lay  by,  providing  lings,  ammuniiion 
being  extremely  fcarce,  and  \vhcn  morning  ap- 
peared, and  dilpolitions  were  made  for  boarding 
the  Spaniard,  or  yielding  to  her  fuperior  force,  a 
frelh  gale  unfortunately  I'prang  up,  and  wafted 
the  chace  out  of  our  reach.  In  our  engagement 
■with  this  Ihip,  the  gunner  was  killed 5  and  tlitj 
fii'tt  lieutenant,  the  maftcr,  and  one  of  the  failori| 
Were  wounded. 

Our  lituation  now  became  more  forlorn  tliaa 
ever  j  for  foon  after  we  pa  rted  \s  i  th  th  i  s  v  eflel  a  heavy 
gale  came  on,  which  laittd  four  days  without  in- 
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termilTion,  clurin*^  A\hich  time  we  were  in  the 
momentary  expeftation  of  perifliing.  The  vari- 
ous diftrelies  we  endured  are  not  to  be  delcribed. 
So  exceliivcly  were  the  crew  alarmed  at  their  im- 
minent danger,  that  they  formed  the  refulution 
of  getting  on  fliore  the  firft  opportunity. 

In  this  extremity,  recollc([?ting  an  account  I 
hnd  read  of  Iqnique,  I  mentioned  to  the  crew  the 
I'urprifal  of  that  place ,  which  being  uhivcrfally 
approved  of,  we  directed  our  courfe  thither.  It 
was  three  weeks,  however,  before  we  got  this 
length;  and  having  nothing  to  ride  the  bark 
with,  we  were  obliged  to  keep  the  fea ;  while  the 
boat  made  the  ill  ore,  and  was  received  by  fome 
Indians  on  the  ftrand  with  a  kind  of  welcome. 

The  men  being  landed,  proceeded  to  the  lieu- 
tenant's houfe,  broke  it  open,  and  ranfacked  the 
whole  village,  where  they  found  what  in  our 
pre  lent  (ituation  was  more  eftimable  than  liJver 
or  gold.  The  booty  conliftcd  of  fifty  bufliels  of 
wheat  flour,  one  hundred  and  twenty  of  gara- 
vances,  fome  thouiimd  pounds  weight  of  well- 
cured  fifh,  a  good  number  of  fowls,  fome  jerked 
beef,  pork,  and  mutton,  ruik,  and  frefli  bread ; 
belides  fix  jars  of  Peruvian  wine  and  brandy.  To 
crown  all,  they  had  the  good  fortune  to  find  a 
boat  near  the  fhore,  which  ferved  to  bring  off  the 
plunder,  without  which  the  greateft  part  of  it 
would  have  been  loft. 

The  fettlement  of  Iquique  confifted  of  about 
forty  ftraggling,  ill-conftru6ted  houfe.s,  which 
fcarcely  delerved  that  name,  and  a  fiuall  church. 
There  is  not  the  leaft  verdure  to  be  {r.e.n  near  it, 
nor  does  it  afford  a  fingle  neceilary  of  life ;  not 
even  water,  which  the  inhabitants  are  obliged  to 
fetch  in  boats  from  the  diftance  of  ten  leagues. 
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Two  Indian  prifoners  informed  us,  that  the 
lieutenant's  boat  was  then  at  Pifagua,  and  that  it 
was  loon  expe6ted  to  return.  However,  being 
determined  to  make  fome  attempt  in  the  Road  of 
Le  Nafco  and  at  Pifco,  we  fet  fail  for  the  former ; 
and  next  morning,  before  day,  we  fell  in  with  a 
large  (hip,  which  we  ineffectually  tried  to  cap- 
ture, having  the  misfortune  to  be  becalmed.  For 
ifeveral  hours  we  refolutely  ftruggled  with  this 
inconvenience,  but  with  all  our  efforts,  we  were 
obliged  to  relinquifh  our  expected  prize. 

This  Ihip  was  called  the  St.  Francifco  Palacio, 
of  feven  hundred  tons,  carrying  eight  guns,  and 
ten  pattereroes.    She  was  well  manned,  and  pro- 
vided with  fmall  arms.     Our  unavoidable  failure 
was  made  a  pretence  for  murmuring.     Many  de- 
fpairing  of  ever  being  able  to  capture  a  ihip  in 
our  condition,  were  inclined  to  furrender  to  the 
enemy,  who  lay  becalmed  by  us  all  night.    To 
prevent  this  defperate  defign,  I  fecured  the  two 
boats,  by  Rationing  two  men  in  each,  in  whom 
I  placed  fome  confidence.      But  notwithftanding 
my  precaution,  I  had  the  mortification  to  find 
next  morning,  that  the  beft  boat  was  gone  ;  and 
that  a  powerful  party  was  formed  to  carry  oif  the 
other,  Fortunately,  however,  the  wind  fpringing  | 
up  frefh,  prevented  the  confpirators  from  execut- 
ing their  defign. 

Next  day  we  flood  into  the  Road  of  Pifco, 
where  we  difcovered  a  pretty  large  fiiip,    Wei 
bore  down  to  her  with  a  refolution  bordering  on 
defpairj  but  to  our  great  fatisfa6tion  met  with 
no  refinance.    The  captain  and  his  officers  re- 1 
ceived  us  with  their  hats  off  in  the  mofl  fubmii- 
five  manner,  praying  for  quarter.     Before  wei 
came  up,  I  had  ordered  our  boat  to  fecure  theirs  J 
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which  was  making  for  the  Ihore.  By  fome  mii- 
coiidud,  they  lufFered  her  to  efcape ;  and  with 
her  we  loft  every  thing  that  would  have  been 
moll  valuable  in  the  prize. 

The  captured  Ihip  was  about  two  hundred  tons 
burden,  called  the  Jefu  Maria,  and  was  chiefly 
hidcn  with  pitch,  tar,  copper,  and  plank.  The 
captain  willied  to  ranfom  her  for  one  thoufand 
fix  hundred  dollars  5  but  iituated  as  I  was,  it 
was  impoflible  to  liften  to  any  overture  of  this 
kind.  He  informed  me  that  the  Margarita  had 
arrived  at  Callao  with  the  lofs  of  her  captain  and 
three  men  killed  in  the  engagement  j  and  that 
llie  was  now  refitting,  together  with  a  frigate  of 
twenty-eight  guns,  in  order  to  cruife  for  us. 

On  this  advice,  we  made  the  Spanilh  captain  a 
prei'ent  of  our  bark,  and  immediately  put  to  fea. 
In  going  out,  we  fortunately  fell  in  with  our 
boat  which  had  deferted.  The  two  men  on  board 
taking  us  for  Spaniards,  edged  up  to  us,  before 
they  were  fenlible  of  their  miftake.  They  were 
ahnoft  familhed  j  having  nothing  to  eat  for  three 
days,  and  had  juft  been  aihore  to  kill  feals,  in  or- 
der to  drink  'their  blood.  They  could  give  no 
apology  for  their  deicrting  us,  farther  than  that 
they  fell  afleep  j  and  the  faint  breezes,  during 
jthe  night,  wafted  them  away  from  the  Ihip. 

Lookinff  into  the  Roads  of  Malabri"a  and 
Cheripe,  and  feeing  nothing,  I  paflbd  between 
Lobes  and  the  continent  on  the  25th  of  Novem- 
Iber;  and  foon  made  the  Saddle  of  Paita.  Here 
Ihaving  made  fome  prifoners,  I  received  informa- 
|tion  that  the  town  at  prefeht  contained  neither 
loney  nor  provilions,  the  inhabitants  having 
lately  been  alarmed  by  the  depredations  of  Cap- 
pin  Clipperton  on  the  coaft. 
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This  unfavourable  report,  however,  did  not  pre- 
\'ent  us  from  holding  on  our  way  with  Spaniih  co- 
lours flying,  till  we  came  to  the  place  of  anchorage. 
Immediately  I  difpatched  an  officer  and  twenty- 
four  men  in  both  boats,  the  greater  part  lying  on 
their  arms,  to  prevent  alarm.  Thus  they  advanc- 
ed towards  the  town  ;  and  the  inhabitants  were 
fo  perfe6lly  fatisfied  that  we  were  Spaniards,  that 
the  men,  on  landing,  found  the  children  playing 
on  the  beach.  In  an  inftant,  however,  the  deceit 
was  difcovered }  and  the  whole  town  was  in  con- 
fulion  :  the  inhabitants  flying,  and  carrying  their 
valuables  with  them.  We  found  here  only  a 
few  bales  of  coarfe  cloth,  fome  dried  fifh,  and  an 
inconfiderable  quantity  of  bread  and  fweet  meats. 

As  we  lay  at  anchor,  we  took  a  boat,  with  fif- 
ty jars  of  Peruvian  wine  and  brandy,  which  had] 
clandeftinely  left  Callao.   The  mafter  of  this  vef- 
fel  gave  me  intelligence  refpe6ting  the  fate  of| 
Hatley. 

From  this  place  we  dire6led  our  courfe  for  the  I 
Ifland  of  Gorgona,  where  we  arrived  on  the  2d 
of  December.  Here  water  was  fo  plentiful  and 
convenient,  that  we  filled  our  caiks  in  a  few 
hours  J  and  as  wood  grew  clofe  to  high  water 
mark,  we  had  difpatched  all  our  bufinefs  in  t\vo| 
days.  Indeed  we  were  anxious  to  put  to  lea, 
left  we  fliould  be  difcovered  by  the  enemy. 

Having  got  out  of  the  track  where  dangcrl 
was  chiefly  to  be  apprehended,  we  confultedj 
about  our  future  fcheme  of  action,  when  the  ma- 
jority were  for  proceeding  directly  to  the  Coaft  ofl 
Afia.  On  this  we  named  our  fliip  the  Happyi 
Return  j  and  ufcd  all  our  endeavours  to  efled  the! 
purpofe  refulved  on ;  but  the  winds  and  currentij 
were  adverfe  j  and  a  party,  who  fecretly  oppofedj 
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our  views,  had  malicioully  let  much  of  ouf  water 
run  out.  Thus  both  our  ftock  of  provilions  and 
water  became  too  fliort  for  fuch  a  long  run  j  and 
therefore,  to  recruit,  I  propoied  a  defcent  on  the 
Ifle  of  Quibio,  where  1  apprehended  plenty  was 
to  be  found. 

On  the  13th  of  January,  we  anchored  near  this 
ifland  ;  and  next  morning  defcried  two  large  pi- 
raguas under  Spaniih  colours,  which  we  deter- 
mined at  all  hazards  to  attack.  This  enterprife 
was  commanded  by  Mr.  Brooks,  who  brought  off 
the  veflels,  and  two  prifoners,  a  mulatto  and  a 
negro  :  the  reft  of  the  crew  had  taken  refuge  in 
the  woods. 

We  were  much  mortified  to  find,  that  a  veffel, 
laden  with  provilions,  had  pafled  us  in  the  night  j 
but  to  compenfate  for  this  difappointment,  the 
mulatto  pri loner  promifed  to  conduct  us  to  a 
place  where  we  might  fpeedily  fupply  ourfelves 
without  interruption.  No  news  could  be  more 
welcome  than  this.  Accordingly  all  hands  were 
actively  employed  in  expediting  theprefent  buli" 
nefs  of  wooding  and  watering}  and  on  the  ipth 
of  January  we  got  fafe  in  between  Mariato  and 
the  iiland  of  Sebaco.  Having  previoufly  arrang- 
ed matters  with  our  guide,  I  embarked  at  two  next 
morning  in  the  Ihip's  boat,  and  ordered  the  lieu- 
tenants to  follow  me  in  the  two  piraguas.  The 
j  mulatto  conducted  us  fome  way  up  the  river  St. 
Martin,  and  then  into  creeks  befet  with  man- 
groves, which  made  me  begin  to  think  of  treache- 
ry ;  but  juft  at  day  break  he  brought  us  in  view 
of  a  fine  favanna ;  and,  after  a  ihort  march,  the 
|%ht  of  two  farm-houfes  convinced  us  of  the  in- 
jtegrity  of  our  guide.  The  inhabitants  had  fled, 
[except  the  wife  and  children  belonging  to  one  of 
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the  planters.  In  the  vicinity  we  faw  numerous 
herds  of  black  cattle,  and  plenty  of  hogs  and 
fowls.  In  one  of  the  farms  we  found  feme  dried 
beef,  plantains,  and  maize,  and  made  a  delicious 
breakfaft  on  hot  cake  and  milk  j  a  diet  to  whicll 
we  had  been  long  unaccuftomed. 

When  it  was  broad  day  light,  I  was  furprifed 
t()  fee  the  fhip  clofe  by  us,  and  interrogated  our 
guide  why  he  had  brought  us  fuch  a  circuitous 
route  ?  He  replied  there  was  a  river  lay  between 
us,  which  he  did  not  think  fordable.  On  exami- 
nation, however,  it  was  found  not  to  be  above 
knee  deep  j  and  therefore  we  refolved  to  take  the 
fliorteft  conveyance  for  our  plunder. 

While  we  were  regaling  ourfelves-at  the  Iioufe 
of  the  farmer,  whofe  family  had  been  left  behind, 
the  honetl  man,  being  anxious  for  their  fafety, 
returned,  and  made  a  voluntary  offer  of  as  many 
black  cattle  as  we  lliould  think  fit  to  require. 
This  offer  I  thankfully  accepted  j  and  as  we  had 
little  fait  to  cure  them  with,  our  demand  was  far 
from  being  immoderate.     So  great  was  our  fear- 1 
city  of  fait,  that  we  could  not  afford  above  five  | 
pounds  to  a  hundred  weight  of  beef.    We  there- 
tore  hit  on  an  expedient  of  cutting  the  meat  into  I 
long  Hips,  and  then  flightly  fprinkling  ^-with 
fait.     After  which  we  hung  it  up  to  dBppthel 
fun,  which  cured  it  beyond  our  expe^tatjob^. 

Having  fupplied  ourfelves  to  our  minds,  we! 
again  fet  fail,  and  on  the  25th  of  J$|||^ry,  we 
efpied  a  vefTel,  to  which  we  gave  chac3f^ut  per- 
ceiving (lie  was  of  European  ftru6ture,  1  feared  I 
flie  might  be  one  of  the  enemy's  Ihi'ps  of  war,! 
and  therefore  tried  to  avoid  her.  However,  thisl 
being  impraiSli cable,  on  account  of,  a  calm,  in  al 
iliort  time,  to  our  equal  afloniflr;  ent  on  botii 
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fides,  came  up  a  boat  from  the  Ihip,  which  prov- 
ed to  be  the  Succefs.  Lieutenant  Daviclfon,  who 
commanded  the  boat's  party,  could  icarcely  credit 
his  own  eyes,  when  he  law  us  in  iuch  a  milerable 
plight ;  and  I  could  with  difficulty  believe  that 
the  Succefs  had  been  Tor  Iuch  a  long  period  wan- 
dering up  and  down  theie  leas,  without  our  hav- 
ing met  with  her  before. 

A  gale  foon  fpringing  up,  we  bore  down  to  the 
Succefs,  which  I  went  on  board  of;  and  gave 
Captain  Clipperton  and  the  agent  geinral  the 
whole  hiftory  of  my  voyage,  and  expe6ted  that  I 
iliould  have  been  conlidered  as  a  man  embarked 
in  the  fame  caufe,  and  entitled  to  participate  in 
the  lame  interefls.  Bat  in  this  I  was  miltaken  ; 
for  having  loft  my  fhip,  they  declined  having  any 
connedion  with  me*. 

However,  I  conceived  that  the  captain  could 
not  be  fo  inhuman  as  to  deny  me  a  Ihare  of  fuch 
neceflaries  as  I  wanted,  and  he  could  convenient"^ 
ly  Ipare  5  but  his  only  reply  was,  I  fliould  know 
more  of  his  mind  next  day.  In  the  converfation 
I  had  with  him,  among  othec  circumftances,  he 
above  five  ■mentioned  that  he  was  juft  come  from  the  Ifle  of 
We  there- BCocoas,  and  that  his  men  were  very  fickly,  and 
meat  into^at  ihort  allowance,  Hearing  this,  I  offered  my 
jfervices  to  pilot  him  to  Mariato,  about  thirty 
eagues  diftant,  where  he  might  refrefli  his  peo- 
ple, and  obtain  fupplies.  Having  declined  my 
ffer,  he  told  nie  he  was  refolved  to  make  the 
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find  turtle  enough. 

Having  left  Captain  Clipperton  for  the  night, 
next  morning,  I  prepared  to  go  on  board  him  I 
with  fomc  of  my  officers;    bat  when  he  lawns 
approaching,  he  fuddenly  Ipread  all  his  canvalsto 
the  wind,  and  crowded  away  from  the  boat  5  on 
which  1  returned  to  the  fliip,  and  made  fignalsofl 
diflrefs  but  in  vain ;    till  fome  of  his  offiarsj 
affiamed  of  his  unfeeling  condu6t,  reproached  hira| 
with  it,  which  induced  him  to  bring  to. 

Exafperated  at  fuch  inhuman  treatment,  ll 
fent  my  firft  lieutenant  on  board,  to  know  tliel 
reafon  of  his  abrupt  departure,  and  to  ftate  mn 
want  of  feveral  neceflaries,  which^  if  I  could  not! 
obtain  as  a  matter  of  favour  or  of  right,  I  waJ 
ready  to  pay  for.  He  was  now  prevailed  on  til 
fpare  me  two  of  his  quarter-deck  guns,  fomel 
ammunition,  a  chart  of  the  Coaft  of  Mexico  andl 
part  of  India  and  China,  a  compafs,  about  three! 
hundred  weight  of  fait,  and  fome  few  otlierl 
trifles  ;  but  with  all  the  arguments  I  could  ufej 
he  would  not  part  with  the  leaft  article  out  oil 
his  furgeon's  cheft,  though  I  reprefented  that  MrJ 
Coldfea,  our  mailer,  was  in  the  moft  deplorably 
iituation  for  want  of  medical  afliftance. 

Having  fo  far  experienced  and  acknowledge(| 
Captain  Clipperton's  bounty,  I  again  alked  hin 
if  I  could  render  him  any  fervice ;  obferving  that! 
though  our  fliip  made  but  a  poor  figure,  I  bel 
lieved  flie  could  hold  him  way,  and  that  our  car| 
go  was  pretty  valuable.  To  all  this  he  repliel 
that  he  had  no  bufinefs  with  me,  and  that  1  mu( 
take  care  of  myfelf. 

The  agent  and  two  of  my  officers  feeing  bii 
little  profpc6t  of  ever  being  able  to  reach  011 


itioli,  lequeiit^u  luy  pcriuiuiou  lo  laKe  a  pauasi^tt 
Ion  board  the  Succels.    To  this  I  conlt'iited  ;  and 
there  gentlemen  being  received,  Clipperton  im- " 
mediately  weighed,  and  left  us  to  lliift  for  our- 
llelves  in  the  bell  manner  we  could. 

It  was  now  my  wilh  to  proceed  to  the  Bay  of 
[Panama,  to  try  our  fortune  there  j  but  the  ma- 
jority oppofed  me  through  fear  of  failure,  and 
(were  delirous  of  going  to  Tres  Marias,  to  fait 
Itiutle  there,  and  then  to  ftretch  over  to  India. 
|fkcordingly,  we  dirc6ted  our  courfe  thither,  and 
igain  fell  in  with  the  Succefs ;  but  though  we 
ranged  dole  under  her  Hern,  and  civilly  enquired 
after  the  health  of  the  captain  and  officers,  no 
lotice.was  taken  of  us  j  and  with  the  moft  per- 
feft  indifference,  they  tteered  one  way,  and  left 
lis  to  take  another. 

Calms,  contrary  winds,  and  unfavourable  cur- 
rents, foon  reduced  us  to  a  Ihort  allowance,  which 
le  were  obliged  to  diminiili  daily  j  and  had  it 
Jiot  been  for  the  turtle  wc  took  on  the  furface  of 
(he  water,  our  diftrefl'es  mull  have  been  great  in- 
feed.  However,  the  continual  boiling  of  turtle 
[peedily  diminilhed  our  ftock  of  water  j  and  we 
|ere  rapidly  relapling  into  a  ftate  of  famine, 
ihich  threatened  inevitable  perdition. 
To  efcape  this,  no  fcheme  prefented  Itfelf  fo 
[radicable  as  plundering  fome  town  along  the 
iail.  Guatulco  was  the  nearell  port  j  and  the 
itry  morning  we  were  fleering  in  for  this  place, 
[cefpied  a  fail  conliderably  to  the  leeward.  It  was 
liought  more  advifable  to  attempt  this  veflel, 
m\  to  venture  on  fliore ;  but  w^hen  we  bore 
)'>vn  to  her,  we  found  her  no  other  than  the 
iiccefs.   Tijis  was  a  double  difappointnientj  for 
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by  this  accident,  we  were  got  fo  far  to  the  lee- 
ward of  Guatulco,  that  it  v/ould  have  been  dirfi- 
ciilt  to  recover  it  5  and  as  the  wind  blew  fair,  we 
hoped  it  would  loon  waft  us  to  fome  more  fa- 
vourable port. 

In  this,  however,  we  were  miferably  deceived: 
the  wind  foon  changed,  and  a  fucceflion  of  con- 
trary gales  reduced  us  to  the  laft  extremity.  \Vc 
were  now  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  our  fmoked 
'  conger  eels,  which  had  lain  ncglefted  and  rotting 
in  the  bilge  water  for  fome  months }  and,  cer- 
tainly, they  were  as  unpleafant  food  as  ever  man 
ate. 

Under  thcfe  forlorn  circumftances,  we  fell  in 
with  the  Succefs  a  fourth  time,  near  the  port  of 
Angels  J  and  after  iignals,  we  flood  fo  near  each 
other  that  a  bifcuit  might  have  beet,  toflfed  from 
onefhip  to  the  other  j  yet  they  did  not  exchange 
a  word  with  us.  It  feems,  that  Captain  Clip- 
perton  had  ItriAly  enjoined  all  his  otficers  not  to 
take  the  leaft  notice  of  us  5  and  though  he  was 
fo  truly  fenfible  of  the  difficulties  and  hazards 
we  had  to  cope  with  in  a  paflage  to  India,  that 
he  expreffed  himfelf  in  terms  denoting  its  impof- 
libility,  he  remained  fo  callous  to  our  fufferings, 
and  fo  indifferent  about  our  fate^  as  not  to  oft'cr 
a  helping  hand  to  refcue  us  from  impending  ruin. 

Thus  encompaffed  on  all  fides  by  prefent  want 
and  threatening  difafiers,  on  the  12th  of  March, 
being  off  the  port  of  Acapulco,  we  faw  a  Ihip 
between  us  and  the  fhore.  She  fhewed  Spaniih] 
colours,  from  which  I  conje6tured  fhe  was  a  vel- 
fel  of  force,  refpeding  which  I  had  received  fomej 
previous  intelligence,  and  therefore,  I  endeavour 
ed  to  avoid  her.  On  this  fhe  hoifled  an  Engli' 
enlign,  and  made  the  fignal  agreed  on  betwee 
V  Clippertci 
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Clipperton  and  myfelf  for  recognifing  each  other. 
Had  there  not  been  a  probabihty  oi"  his  being  dill 
on  this  coaft,  I  was  fo  far  I'rom  r.xpeding  Tuch  a 
change  in  his  condu6t,  that  I  lliould  have  regard- 
ed his  fignals  as  the  artifice  of  an  enemy,  who 
might  have  gained  them  from  the  information  of 
prilbncrs.  However,  being  fatisfied  that  this 
was  no  other  than  the  Succel's,  I  bore  down  ;  and 
foon  received  an  obliging  letter  from  Clipperton, 
informing  me,  that  he  waited  for  the  homeward- 
bound  Manilla  fliip,  and  rcqueiling  I  would  aliill 
him  in  the  enterprife. 

This  invitation  I  cheerfully  accepted,  and  Tent 
word  that  I  would  come  on  board  early  next 
inoinliig.  Meanwhile  I  read  his  letter  publicly 
to  my  people,  and  defcanted  on  the  advantages 
that  would  accrue  to  us  from  this  union  of  inte- 
rcfrs.  1  found  them  all  ready  to  lend  their  beft 
ailillaiice  ;  but  as  Clipperton  behaved  in  fuch  an 
unhandfome  manner  before,  they  were  defirous  of 
obtauilng  fome  fecurity  for  the  performance  of 
Lis  piefcnt  promifes. 

Accordingly,  when  I  went  on  board  the  Succefs, 

I  ihtcd,  in  refpedful  terras,  the  wiihes  of  my 

crew  J  on  which  a  fatiifadory  inftrument  was 

I  drawn  up,  and  ligned  by  Clipperton,  his  officers, 

and  the  agents.     \Vc  next  deliberated  on  the 

main  bufmcfs :  and,  after  mature  conlideration, 

I  it  was  thought  moft  advifable  to  fend  the  greateft 

part  of  ray  men  on  board  the  Succefs,  fo  foon  as 

|ti.€  Manilla  fliip  fliould  appear ;  and  that  in  cafe 

m  need,  my  veflel  Ihould  be  converted  into  a  fire 

fiiip.    Various  other  arrangements  were  made,  of 

pvhich  I  approved.     Clipperton  faid,  he  had  cer* 

tain  information  when  the  fliip  would  fail  from 
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the  port ;  and  from  this  it  appeared,  that  we  had   I  rcfolvfd 


a  fbrtuight  to  wait. 


Hill 

BctoRt  I  returned  to  my  own  Ihip  I  acquainted 
Captain  Clippt  rtun  with  our  real  Situation  in  re- 
gard to  provi (ions  and  watc^r.  He  told  me  he  had 
eighty  tons  ol*  water  on  board,  and  would  fupply 
mc  with  that,  or  any  thing  elfe  I  ftood  in  need 
of.  'I'hus  rellorcd  to  my  command,  I  felt  tht; 
(incerell  plcafure,  and  was  A^ell  difpofed  to  bury 
paft  infults  in  oblivion.  My  people  too  cxprciVed 
the  greatert  fatisfadtion  at  the  favourable  profpeit 
before  their  eyes  j  and  unanimity  feemed  once 
more  rcliored  between  all  the  parties  concerned  in 
the  original  expedition.  One  Morphew,  however, 
dreading  my  refentment,  went  on  board  the  Suc- 
ctifs,  and  infinuated  himfelf  into  the  favour  of 
the  captain  and  officers,  to  my  prejudice  j  while 
Mr.  Rainer,  who  had  formerly  left  us,  and  af- 
terwards a<!?ted  with  us  as  captain  of  marine?, 
came  to  vi(it  his  old  fhip  mates,  and  remained  on 
board  o\ir  velTf-l. 

We  continued  cruifing  in  good  order  and  with 
much  hope  till  the  l/th  of  March,  when  towards 
evening,  Clipperton,  contrary  to  his  ufual  cuftoni, 
firetchedaheadof  us,  which  alarmed  me  notalittle. 
However,  I  kept  Handing  after  him  during  the 
night,  as  I  thought,  till  we  were  almoft  in  with 
the  breakers  on  Ihore,  which  of  courfe  obliged 
us  to  tack,  and  ftand  out  to  fea.  In  the  morning 
we  had  loft  (ight  of  our  confort  j  and  confidering 
the  deplorable  lituation  we  were  in,  I  own  I  felt 
the  moft  terrible  apprehenfions, 

•But  notwithftanding  our  diilrefs  for  the  want  of 
almoft  every  necelTary,  we  kept  our  cruifing  fta- 
tion  for  two  or  three  days,  in  hopes  of  feeing  .the 
Succefs,  but  at  laft,  delpairing  of  this  event,  we 
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is  event,  we 


rcfolved  to  bear  away  to  the  iirareii  cenvrniciit 
watt-ring  place.  In  fact,  it  was  Uitw.  we  lliould 
conlult  our  own  prefervation,  as  \\c  had  a  nm  of 
three  hundred  leagues  betorc  vc  rould  obtain 
inpplics,  and  only  three  butts  of  water  for  forty 
men. 

I  was  afterwards  informed  that  the  night  Clip- 
perton  abandoned  us,  he  afTcmblccl  his  officers, 
and  t,old  them  his  determination  to  quit  the  coalt. 
Socne  of  them  remonftrated  with  him  on  the  bar- 
barity of  leaving  me,  not  only  dclliiute,  but  in  the 
dark  with  reipeiSt  to  his  intentions  j  but  he  put 
them  off  with  an  inhuman  fneer,  faying,  that 
iliould  want  compel  me  to  furrender  to  the  ene- 
my, I  fhould  only  Ihare  the  fame  fate  as  others 
had  done  before  me. 

The  (hip,  for  which  we  were  cruifing,  as  I  af- 
terwards learned  in  China,  came  out  in  a  week's 
fpace  after  we  left  the  coalt.  Thus,  through  his 
dallardly  fpirit,  or  fome  worfe  motive,  Clipper- 
ton  loft  as  favourable  an  opportunity  as  ever  pre- 
fented  itfelf,  offecuring  this  fplendid  prize. 

On  the  30th  of  March,  we  entered  the  road 
of  Sanfonnate  j  and  about  fun-fet,  faw  a  fliip  at 
anchor  there.  As  it  was  moon-light,  I  fent  the 
lirft  lieutenant  and  a  party  to  make  obfervations. 
He  reported  that  the  fliip  had  one  tier  of  guns  at 
leaft  J  I  neverthelefs  continued  to  ply  in  all  night, 
and  prepared  for  a<5lion.  At  day  light  we  per- 
ceived they  bad  been  piit  on  their  guard,  and  had 
made  preparations  to  blow  us  up,  fhould  we  at- 
tempt to  board  them.  Add  to  this,  they  were 
apparently  much  our  fuperiors  in  ftrength  ;  but 
not  intimidated,  after  a  brilk  and  efFettual  dif- 
cbarge  of  fmall  arms,  we  came  to  clofe  quarters, 
and  in  a  ihort  time  Ihe  ftruck. 
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This  fnip  was  called  the  Sacra  Familia,  of 
three  hundred  tons,  fix  guns,  and  eighty-fix  men. 
She  had  been  forae  time  arrived  from  Callan, 
laden  with  brandy  and  wine;  but  having  dil- 
charged  the  greatell  part  of  her  cargo,  we  found 
only  liftyjars  of  gunpowder,  and  fome  ruiksand 
beef  remaining  on  board.  In  lliort,  the  lading 
was  hardly  worth  the  trouble  we  had  been  at: 
biU  as  the  lliip  was  much  better  found,  in  all 
rcrpe6ts,  than  ours,  we  made  an  exchange,  and 
all  went  on  board  the  prize.  ' 

A  merchant  defired  we  would  then  fell  hira 
the  .^efa  Maria,  our  old  ihip,  to  which  I  agreed; 
and  he  was  fent  on  iliore,  to  raife  the  ftipulated 
fum.  At  night  he  carne  off  with  another  Spa- 
jiifh  gentleman,  fii^nifying  that  there  was  a  treaty 
of  peace  on  foot  between  their  Britannic  and  Ca- 
tholic Majefties,  of  which  we  had  hitherto  re- 
ceived no  intimation. 

I  defired  to  fee  the  proclamation  and  articles, 
exprelfing  my  readinefs  to  obey  the  will  of  my 
Ibvereign.  As  thefe  papers  were  to  be  fetched 
from  Guatimala,  fifty  leagues  diftant,  I  agreed 
to  wait,  provided  the  governor  would  fupply  us 
with  water  and  provifions.  On  the  5th  of  April, 
♦wo  papers  were  fent  on  board,  which  did  not 
appear,  from  the  bed  interpretation  we  could 
get  of  them,  to  have  the  form  of  proclamations. 
We  expreflTed  our  wifli  to  be  indulged  with  aa 
interpreter;  and  they  engaged  to  fend  for  an  En- 
glilhman  from  Guatimala.  This  was  a  new  de- 
lay, but  we  fubmitted  on  condition  of  regular 
Supplies  from  the  fhore. 

On  the  7th,  the  firft  lieutenant  and  his  party 
were  detained  by  the  governor,  though  they  failed 
under  the  fandion  of  a  flag  of  truce.    In  the 

evening, 
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evening,  I  received  a  letter  from  the  governor 
and  another  from  the  lieutenant.  The  former 
figniAed,  that  if  we  did  not  deliver  up  our  Ihip 
to  him,  he  would  declare  us  pirates ;  the  latter 
informed  me,  that  it  was  intended  to  bully  me 
into  a  farrender*.  as  the  governor  had  fpoken 
very  ambiguoully  of  a  ccflfation  of  arms. 

On  this  I  difpatchcd  a  letter  to  the  governor, 
declaring,  that  if  we  could  be  enfured  a  fate  con- 
du6t  for  ourfelves  and  efl'ects  to  Panama,  and 
from  thence,  by  way  oi'  Porto  Bello,  to  any  of  the 
Brltifli  colonies,  we  lliould  be  ready  to  treat  j 
which  he  was  to  fignify  by  firing  two  guns,  and 
lending  back  my  olficer  and  men  as  fcxjn  as  he 
received  this  advice :  in  cafe  he  neglected  this, 
that  I  fliould  be  under  the  necclhty  of  tailing. 

The  governor  having  neither  fcnt  back  n<y 
men,  nor  returned  me  any  fignal,  v.e  weiglicd  an- 
chor, and  at  ten  in  the  morn  in?  were  obliged  to 
proceed,  left  we  fnould  be  reduced  to  our  lalt  drop 
of  water.  Being  now  at  fea,  we  proceeded  to  the 
Gulph  of  Amapalla  to  water,  about  thirty  leagues 
to  the  eaft  of  this  place. 

The  lofs  of  my  officer  and  boat's  crew  I  very 
fenlibly  felt  j  and  had  we  not  taken  with  us  fome 
liegro  prifoners,  who  proved  very  good  failors,  it 
would  have  been  impoliible  to  navigate  the  iliip 
we  had  now  taken  polTeffion  of.  1  he  lofs  of  the 
boat  too  was  a  fad  inconvenience  j  but  as  we  were 
riill  uncertain  whether  peace  was  adually  pro- 
claimed, we  refoived  to  fubniit  to  our  fortune 
till  we  could  afcertain  this  momentous  point. 

The  winds  being  propitious,  we  arrived  li\  the 
Bay  of  Panama  on  the  lOtli ;  and  found  our- 
ft'lves  in  the  midft  of  feverai  finall  illands,  where 
we  expected  to  difcov  r  waier,  but  in  vain, 

L  3  Threat«ned 
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Threatened  on  all  fides  with  deftruftion,  unfit 
to  keep  the  fea,  diftruftful  of  the  inhabitants  on 
ihore,  and  difpirited  by  an  unbroken  feries  of 
misfortunes,  we  were  ready  to  fink  under  the 
preflure  of  calamity.  However,  we  again  put 
to  fea,  and  refleding  on  our  fituation,  I  brought 
my  people  to  the  obfiinate  refolution  of  not  fur- 
rendering  on  this  part  of  the  coaft,  whatever 
might  befal  us. 

On  this  agreement,  which  was  unanlmoufly 
adopted,  with  only  forty  gallons  of  water  in  the 
Ihip,  we  came  to  an  allowance  of  no  mwe  than 
half  a  pint  a  day,  and  Ihaped  our  courlJe  for  Qui- 
bio,  about  two  hundred  leagues  diftant.  Both 
the  winds  and  weather  being  varia,ble,  and  little 
propitious,  we  were  thirteen  days  at  this  allow- 
ance. Our  fufferings  from  thirft  were  almoft  in- 
tolerable and  beyond  imagination.  Some  drank 
their. own  urine  to  allay  their  burning  drought; 
fome  drank  fea-water,  which  was  near  putting  a 
period  to  their  lives  j  while  others  dipped  cala- 
vances  in  their  miferable  pittance  of  frelh  water, 
and  thefe  fuftained  life  beft,  and  fufFered  lead. 

At  length  we  were  providentially  relieved,  by 
accidentally  falling  in  with  the  Ifle  of  Cano; 
where  feeing  a  run  of  water,  one  of  the  officers, 
regardlefs  of  the  dangerous  furf,  palfed  to  the 
fliore  i  and  to  the  unfpeakable  joy  of  all,  return- 
ed fafe  with  fixty  or  feventy  gallons.  I  was  now 
obliged  to  ufc  my  authority  to  rellrain  my  peo- 
ple from  an  immoderate  ufe  of  thedefirable  fluid; 
and  I  had  the  greater  reafon  to  do  this,  as  it  was 
aimoft  defperation  to  attempt  landing  amidft  fuch 
breakers. 

Next  day,  however,  I  fent  the  boatfwain  t') 
endeavour  to  procure  a  farther  fupply  j  but  after 

many 
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many  ineffe6tual  attempts,  he  could  not  find  one 
Ipot  where  he  could  venture  on  fhore.  Refolv- 
ing  therefore  to  hufband  what  we  had  got,  till 
we  fliould  reach  Quibio,  I  weighed  anchor,  and 
in  ranging  the  ifland,  had  the  good  fortune  to 
difcover  a  place  from  which  we  obtained  nine 
jars  more.  This  laftcd  us,  with  economy,  till  we 
reached  the  intended  ifland^  where  we  had  twice 
anchored  before. 

Here  we  con ful ted  about  furrendering  olirfelvcs 
to  the  Spaniards  at  Panama;  and  in  the  mean 
while  wooded  and  watered  at  leifure,  and  re- 
cmited  the  lick  by  the  liberal  ufe  of  the  fruits 
and  vegetables  which  Quibio  produced.  Thefe 
being  pretty  well  recovered,  we  again  fet  fail ; 
and  on  the  15th  of  May,  a  fmall  bark,  taking  us 
for  Spaniards,  bore  down  upon  us,  the  mafter  of 
which  was  in  the  utmoft  confternation,  when  he 
(iifcovered  his  mifta'ke.  Hearing,  however,  that 
xve  were  bound  to  Panama,  to  furrender  ourfelves, 
he  offered  to  pilot  us  thither;  and  as  his  veffel 
was  leaky,  he  defired  we  would  take  her  in  tow. 

I  was  pleafed  this  bark  fell  into  our  hands,  for 
iti  cafe  we  fliould  difcover  the  report  of  peace  to 
be  a  fallity,  we  might,  with  her  alliftance,  be  bet- 
ter enabled  to  profecute  our  voyage  to  India. 
Meanwhile  it  was  frequently  difputed  who  fhould 
be  intruftcd  with  the  flag  of  truce ;  for  having 
met  with  much  perfidy,  each  was  jealous  of  the 
other.  At  laft  it  was  thoujrbt  rnofl  fafe  that  mv 
Ion  Ihould  be  fent;  as  he  would  certainly,  for 
Ills  father's  fake,  take  no  partial  advantage  of  the 
truft.  Other  difficulties  were  fiarted,  which 
could  not  be  fo  eafily  obviated ;  however;  we  pro- 
Jceeded  in  the  fame  intention. 

On 
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On  the  17th  another  finall  bark  came  down 
upon  us  J  but  finding  we  were  ftrangers,  Ihc  ran 
directly  on  Ihorc,  at  the  imminent  hazard  of  the 
lives  of  every  perfon  on  board.  This  fear  made 
me  fufped,  that  the  account  we  had  heard  of  a 
ceiration  of'  arrns  was  premature. 

Soon  after,  we  faw  another  fail ;  and  being 
defirous  of  fpeaking  with  her,  we  diipatchcd  the 
prize  bark  after  her  with  four  of  our  own  people 
and  five  Spaniards  on  board.  We  gnined  little 
on  her  all  day,  but  the  baik  got  much  abend  of 
us.  Next  morning,  however,  we  came  within 
gunfiiot  of  the  chace,  on  which  I  ordered  our 
colours  to  be  fpread,  and  waved  a  flag  of  trucf. 
In  contempt  of  this,  Ihe  iiied  at  us;  which,  at- 
tributing to  miftake,  I  ordered  one  of  the  Spaniili 
prifoners  to  inform  them,  that  we  were  bound  to 
Panama,  and  defired  to  trade  peaceably,  hoping 
they  would  refpe6t  the  flag  of  truce.  Still,  how- 
'  ever,  they  continued  their  fire,  probably  from  a 
prefumption  that  we  were  unable  to  defend  our- 
felves ;  on  which  I  gave  them  fuch  a  warm  falutc, 
that  they  attempted  to"-flieer  oft'.  The  engage- 
ment continued  for  two  or  three  hours,  when  a 
gale  wafting  us  clofe  up  to  them,  their  captain  fe'i! 
as  he  was  bravely  encouraging  his  people,  ciJ 
thecrew  immediately  cried  out  for  quarter. 

Mr.  Randall  and  a  few  more  went  on  board  the 
prize,  and  found  them  in  the  molt  fuppliant  poi-j 
ture,  imploring  that  mercy  which  they  knew  they 
had  forfeited  by  their  outrageous  condu6t,  whidi 
was  contrary  both  to  the  laws  of  arms  and  na-| 
lions. 

This  flup  was  named  the  Conception  de  Reco- 
va,  belonging  to  Callao.  She  was  of  two  hun^ 
lUed  tons  burdeo^  and  was  laden  with  flom*,  i'u- 
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gar,  and  a  variety  of  preferves.  She  mounted 
lix  guns,  and  had  feventy  men.  The  captain 
and  a  negro  were  killed  in  the  engagement,  and 
afew  were  wounded.  On  our  part,  the  gunner 
was  nightly  wounded,  and  the  mainmafl  was  a 
little  injured  by  a  fliot. 

Among  the  prifoners  were  feveral  perfons  of 
note,  particularly  the  Count  de  Rofa,  who  hnd 
been  governor  of  Pifco,  and  Captain  Morel,  who 
bad  formerly  been  taken  by  Rogers.  They  were 
all  treated  with  the  utmoft  civility,  which  was 
the  more  grateful  to  them,  as  they  were  confcious 
how  little  it  was  deferved. 

The  winds  and  calms  prevented  our  joining 

the  bark  till  the  22d,  when  we  found  her  de- 

[ferted,    and    her   decks    covered    with    blood, 

[From  many  circumftances,  it  appeared  that  the 

j  Spaniards  had  furpri fed  and  butchered  the  four 

Englirtij  and  that  afterwards  they  attempted  to 

reach  the  land,  though  it  was  four  leagues  dif- 

tant.    It  is  probable,  however,  that  vengeance 

fpeedily  overtook  them,  and  that  they  all  pe- 

irillied  in  the  fea.  ' 

This  tragical  event  damped  the  pleafure  we 
[enjoyed  from  the  late  capture,  and  our  prifon- 
lers,  feeing  what  had  taken  place,  began  to  be 
lalarmed,  and  to  fear  that  they  Ihould  be  the  vic- 
Itims  of  our  revenge.  To  prevent  any  defperate 
Irefolution  in  confequence  of  this  terror,  I  order- 
leu  »hem  rH  into  the  flern  gallery,  except  the  no- 
bleman and  fome  of  the  chief  officers,  and  gave 
them  to  underftand,  that  the  laws  of  my  country 
forbade  my  indulging  revenge  J  and  that,  be/ides, 

had  a  natural  abhorrence  to  barbarity  of  any 
kind.  I  therefore  delired  they  would  difmifs  all 
fears  of  retaliatiou.    They  feemed  affedted  by 

this 
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this  generous  treatment,  and  exprefled  the  fenfe 
they  entertained  of  our  goodnefs,  for  which  they 
Ihould  never  be  able  to  make  an  adequate  return. 

We  took  out  of  the  Conception  a  year's  pro  'i- 
iion  of  bread,  flour,  and  fugnrj  and  a  like  propor- 
tion  for  tht^  Succels,  which  I  expefted  to  lind  at 
Ties  Marias.  I  alfo  took  poiFellion  of  the  launch 
and  the  negroes,  and  ti  en  returned  theiliipio 
the  prifoners,  with  whom  we  parted  on  terms  of 
peculiar  friencTThip. 

This  put  an  end  to  our  idea  of  furrcnderiiig 
ourfelves,  and  made  us«determine  on  our  voy:i<!;e 
to  the  Indies.     Our  llrcngth  was  now  <!onhder- 
ably  increafed  ;  but  yet  we  thought  it  unadvifa- 
ble  to  put  ourfelves  in  the  way  of  danger  j  and 
therefore,  inflead  of  watering  at  Quibio,  we  fleer- 
ed for  the  Ifle  of  Cano.     In  our  palfage  thither,  I 
the  preferves  being  divided  among  the  crew,  one 
of  the  failors  complained  that  he  had  a  box  of 
marmalade,  into  which  he  could  not  (lick  his 
Jtnife;  aad  delircd  it  might  be  changed.    On  ex- 
amination, I  found  it  to  be  a  cake  of  virgin  liherj 
moulded  in  that  form,  to  defraud  the  King  of 
Spain  of  his  fifths.     Several  other  boxes  we; J 
difcovered  to  be  filled  in  a  fimilar  manner.    We 
had  the  mortification,  however,  to  refle6t,  that| 
we  had  left  a  conliderable  quantity  of  thefe  boxes 
behind  us. 

Every  article  taken  In  the  Conception  was  di- 
vided according  to  the  llipulations  entered  iiitol 
before  we  left  J  nan  Fernandez,  My  Ihare  ofl 
courfe  was  very  limited.  I  h^d  Tome  difJicaltvf 
in  prevailing  on  the  crew  to  run  lo  far  northwardi 
as  California  j  but  my  arguments  at  laft  prevailf 
ed^  and  we  had  a  favourable  voyage  to  Capej 

Coriente 
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Coricntes,  with  which  we  fell  in  about  the  be- 
ginning of  Auguft. 

As  foon  as  the  inhabitants  difcovered  ns,  they 
mrdc  fires  all  along  the  fhore  j  and  towards  even- 
ing, it  falling  calm,  two  of  them  came  off  to  ns 
in  a  bark  log;  but  flood  many  entreaties  before 
they  would  venture  on  board.  They  talked  with 
great  vehemence,  the  purport  of  which  we  con- 
ciivcd  to  be,  that  they  were  glad  to  fee  us.  At 
their  departure,  we  made  a  few  prefents,  which 
lb  pica  led  them,  that  they  gave  us  an  invitation, 
by  figns,  to  go  on  Ihore  with  them. 

On  the  13th  we  anchored  at  Porto  Seguro, 
where  we  were  inflantly  furrounded  by  crowds 
©1  tiie  natives,  fome  in  bark  logs,  forae  fwim- 
niing,  and  many  more  on  the  fhore.  Our  fhip 
was  prefently  fiDed  with  naked  favages,  and 
among  the  reft  was  their  king,  who  furrendered 
lis  baton,  or  enfign  of  royalty,  which  I  immedi- 
ately returned.  This  perfonage,  notwithftanding 
ihe  wildnefs  of  his  appearance,  had  a  good  coun- 
t(  nance,  and  his  behaviour  had  fomething  engag- 
ini^  in  it. 

We  libcrnlly  diflributed  fweatmeats  among  our 
smih,  wliicli  they  reliflied  extremely  j  and  a 
irifmclfliip  being  thus  begun,  we  found  it  for 
our  interelt  lo  preferve  it  from  violation.  By 
lindneis  nnd  encouragement,  we  brought  the  na- 
tives \()luntarily  to  render  us  the  mcft  eflcntial 
Icivitcs  in  woociing  and  watering.  Three  hun- 
i<lrcd,  at  once,  weie  ibmetimes  engnged  in  aflifl- 
i:.'i^  LH. 

In  tiie  fpace  of  five  days,  with  fuch  numerous 
auxiliaries,  \\c  had  accomplilhed  our  bulincls, 
aiui  were  Kady  to  depart.  At  taking  leave  of 
|rjur  Cnliibrr.iiui  friends,  we  m?.dc  an  ample  dif^ 
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tribution  of  fuch  dainties  and  prefents  as  we  could 
Ipare  j  and  received,  in  return,  bows  and  arrows, 
and  what  they  had  to  dilpofe  of.  Many  of  the 
natives  ftaid  on  board  till  the  very  laft  moment  j 
and  when  we  were  under  way,  they  fwamalhoie 
and  joined  the  lamentations  of  their  countrymen 
for  our  lofs. 

Nothing  can  be  more  wild  and  favage  than  the 
appearance  of  thefe  people  at  firft  iight  3  but  they 
improve  on  acquaintance}  and  in  their  inter- 
courfe  with  each  other,  they  feem  to  poflefs  great 
good  nature.  Having  no  other  objc6t  to  purfue, 
but  to  procure  their  daily  fuftenance,  they  lead 
an  indolent  and  carelefs  life;  and  areftrangersto 
thofc  numerous  gratifications,  the  want  of  which 
only  multiplies  diftreffes  among  nations  that  are 
civilized  and  refined.  Contented  and  horieft, 
they  feem  to  realize  the  ideas  we  entertain  of  the 
pureft  ages,  before  difcord  and  avarice  were 
known  among  men. 

Two  things  were  very  remarkable  in  their  con' 
du6t :  they  would  neither  fuffer  us  to  take  fnuiF, 
nor  to  look  through  a  glafs  in  their  prefence.  In 
thefe  inllances  they  always  Ihewed  a  difpolition 
to  control  us,  the  caufe  of  which  we  could  never 
learn* 

On  leaving  this  place,  our  next  deftination  was 
Canton  in  China,  as  the  molt  likely  place  to  nicvi 
with  Englifli  homeward-bound  Ihips.  On  the 
21ilof  Auguft,  we  difcovered  an  ill  and,  to  which 
the  crew  gave  my  name.  In  a  fortnight  after 
the  commencement  of  our  voyage,  the  compiuiv, 
who  had  hitherto  enjoyed  good  health,  bci,:in  to 
grow  fickly.  Perhaps  this  may  in  fome  niealuic 
be  afcribed  to  the  nature  of  their  food,  particuiai- 
ly  to  the  dried  beef,  which  was  half  devoured  by 
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ants,  cock  roaches  and  other  vermin  ;  the  eggs 
and  excrements  of  which  mull  infallibly  have  a^ 
deleterious  efFeft. 

About  this  time,  too,  we  had  the  misfortune  to 
lofe  our  armorer,  to  whofe  ingenuity  and  prompt 
afliftance,  we  were  fo  much  indebted  for  our  de- 
liverance from  Juan  Fernandez.  The  crew  be- 
came daily  more  (ickly,  and  to  augment  our  dif- 
trefl'es,  the  Ihip  proved  leaky.  Involved  in  thefe 
calamities,  the  weather  was  alfo  unpropitious, 
and  the  Ihip  laboured  much.  I  likevvife  fell  vio- 
lently ill,  and  had  no  hope  of  a  recovery,  till  a  lit 
of  the  gout  gave  me  fome  relief. 

Thus  circumftanced,  we  pafled  Guam  about 
the  beginning  of  06tober  j  but,  though  oppreiTed 
with  iicknefs,  and  in  want  of  almolt  eveiy  ac- 
commodation, we  were  afraid  to  venture  in,  left 
the  inhabitants  ihould  take  advantage  of  our  re- 
duced and  feeble  ftate.  From  Guam  we  directed 
our  courfe  for  the  ifland  of  Formofa.  And  now, 
though  we  were  approaching  faft  to  the  place  of 
our  deilinatiou,  yet  iicknefs  was  making  fuch  ra- 
pid advances,  that  we  dreaded  the  final  event. 
Neither  ourfelves  nor  our  Ihip  were  any  lonjger 
fit  for  fea. 

It  was  the  middle  of  November,  however,  be- 
fore we  could  reach  Macao,  where  we  arrived 
iiuder  pilotage  of  a  filherman  whom  wc  met  with 
on  the  coalt ;  and  who,  counting  out  fo  many 
fiihes  from  hisbaiket,  gave  us  to  underftand,  that 
lor  as  many  pieces  of  lilver  he  would  bring  us  in- 
to port. 

On  entering  the  river  of  Canton,  we  found  the 
Bonita  and  Haftings,  two  Engliih  coafting  Ihips,. 
to  the  captains  of  which  I  difpatched  a  meflen- 
gt^r.  defiring  to  know  how  1  was  to  conduct  my- 
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felf  in  this  part  of  the  world ;  being  ignorant  of 
the  Chineie  port  cultoms.  Thele  gentlemen  ad- 
vifed  me  to  tranfmit  an  account  ot  my  arrival  to 
the  i'afkory  at  Canton,  with  the  realbns  wliich 
induced  me  to  put  in  here  j  which  I  accordingly 
did  next  day. 

And  now  I  hoped  to  have  fome  repofe  from  ray 
long  and  various  fatigues  j  but  the  evening  we 
anchored  at  Wampoa,  an  incident  happtned 
which  gave  me  much  trouble.  One  of  my  men, 
being  in  hafte  to  remove  hh  e*}e6ts  on  board  the 
Bonito,  was  flopped  by  a  hoppo,  or  cullom-houfe 
officer,  who  wanted  to  make  a  fearch.  The  fel- 
low, being  intoxicated,  and  fearing  left  his  pro- 
perty Ihould  be  wrefted  from  him,  fired  at  and 
killed  the  officer.  Early  next  morning,  the  corpfe 
was  laid  at  the  door  of  one  of  the  Englilh  facto- 
ries J  and  officers  were  (lationed  to  feize  the  firft 
Englilliman  of  coLfjquence  that  made  his  appear- 
ance. It  happened  that  the  fupcrcargo  of  the 
Bonito  firft  came  out :  him  they  put  in  chains, 
and  led  him,  by  way  of  example,  about  the  fuburbs 
of  Canton. 

No  intereft,  no  importunity,  could  procure  the 
releafe  of  this  innocent  and  unfortunate  gentle- 
man, till  the  aggreflbr  was  delivered  up.  All  was 
then  quiet  on  this  fcore. 

It  is  ufual  here,  to  exa6t  a  certain  fum  of  money 
for  all  foreign  veflHs,  according  to  their  tonnage, 
and  every  day  I  expected  the  hoppo  to  meafure 
my  Ihip  j  but  I  was  given  to  underftand  that  I 
mull  proceed  to  Canton  before  that  bufinels  could 
be  performed.  Thither  I  went,  and  after  a  hj 
of  two  days,  during  which  I  was  under  the  con*  I 
flant  dread  of  being  confined,  I  found  the  officer 
ready  to  accompany  me  to  execute  his  meafure- 
2  meut.| 
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ment.  Having  taken  the  dimenfions,  I  expe6ted 
to  hear  what  the  demand  was,  but  the  hoppo  de- 
clined  to  give  any  anlwer.  This  began  to  givt^ 
me  a  fufpicion,  that  the  Chinefe,  from  a  falle 
idea  of  our  great  riches,  intended  to  impofe  on 
US}  and  the  event  Ihewed  that  1  was  not  mil- 
taken. 

In  a  few  days,  I  found  myfelf  deferted  by  all 
my  officers  and  Ihip's  company ;  who,  during  my 
confinement  by  ilinefs,  had,  unknown  to  me, 
tranlported  their  property  on  board  other  Ihips 
lying  in  the  river.  In  ihort,  I  was  left  with  my 
fon,  and  a  few  negroes,  to  look  after  the  ihip ; 
and  I  found  myfelf  treated  almoft  as  an  enemy 
by  my  own  countrymen.  Over  ipy  late  crew  I 
found  it  vain  to  attempt  to  exercife  any  control. 
I  had  therefore  only  to  take  the  bell  care  of  my- 
felf that  the  circumftances  in  which  I  was  involv- 
ed would  permit. 

Having  turned  my  thoughts  to  the  obtaining 
of  a  paffage  homewards,  I  applied  to  the  captains 
of  two  Englifh  Eall  Indiamen,  and  was  given  to 
underftand,  that  one  of  them  would  be  ready  to 
receive  me  as  foon  as  I  pleated.  But  Ifoon  dil- 
covered  that  I  had  treated  with  the  wrong  pcr- 
fons ;  and  that  I  Ihould  have  addrefled  myfelf  to 
the  fupercargoes,  and  not  to  the  captains.  Pend- 
ing this  negotiation,  I  was  obliged  to  pay  lix  thou- 
fand  tael  for  anchoragej  and  to  quicken  the  djf- 
charge  of  this  exorbitant  demand,  five  hupdned 
taels  were  impofedfor  every  day's  default.  -The 
whole  fum  amounted  to  two  thoufand  one  hun- 
dred and  fixty-fix  pounds,  thirteen  ihillings  and 
fourpence,  from  which  I  could  procure  no  abate'* 
ment.  I  fold  my  Ihip  for  two  thoufand  taels, 
which  money,  and  the  reft  of  my  effedts,  I  con- 
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ligned  to  thf  Kaft  India  Company,  a  form  indif- 
penfibly  rcquiiite  to  give  feciirity. 

Thus  having  undergone  many  difficulties  here, 
where  I  expe^ed  to  have  found  none,  I  at  lall 
went  on  board  the  Cadogan,  Captain  Hill,  about 
the  end  of  December.  This  Ihip  proving  in  but 
indifferent  trim,  the  captain  put  into  Batavia, 
wliere  we  continued  ten  days  ;  and  hearing  that 
the  neighbouring  feas  fwarmed  with  pirates,  wc 
joined  the  homeward-bound  Dutch  fleet.  The 
commodore  prom  i  fed  to  a  Hi  ft  us  in  wooding  and 
watering  at  Mew  Ifland ;  but  on  our  joiniii«r 
Captain  Newftiam  in  the  Frances,  in  the  Straights 
of  Sunda,  the  Dutch  made  it  a  pretence  for  leav- 
ing us ;  and  the  fame  evening  the  Frances  del'ert- 
ed  us  Hkewife. 

We  reached  Mew  Ifland,  however,  where  we 
continued  feveral  days  j  duf ing  which  fpace  we 
carried  on  a  traffic  with  the  natives  of  Prince's 
Ifland  for  turtie  and  fruits.  Some  of  the  people 
having  difcovered  wild  cattle  grazing  near  the 
ftrand,  went  on  111  ore  to  kill  them  j  but  before 
they  advanced  fufficiently  near,  they  were  terrifi- 
ed at  the  fight  of  a  tiger,  and  returned  without 
cffefting  their  purpofe. 

From  Mew  Ifland  we  had  a  favourable  and 
pleafant  pafTage  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  By 
the  good  conduft  of  Captain  Hill,  and  his  fuperior 
(kill  in  navigation,  we  reached  the  Cape  before 
the  Frances,  though  flie  had  left  the  Straights 
of  Sunda  a  week  before  us. 
•  Nothing  of  importance  prefented  itfelf  during 
the  remainder  of  our  voyage.  We  touched  at 
St.  Helena  j  and  failing  from  thence  direft  for 
England,  anchored  under  Dungenefs  on  the  30th 
pf  July ;  and  tjie  fame  night,  fome  of  the  fuper- 
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cargoes  ard  paflcngers,  with  my i'f\f,  hired  a  vcf- 
fel  10  carry  us  to  Dover,  where  we  arrived  nes.t 
morning  ;  and  on  the  ift  of  Augult  reached  Lon- 
don. Thus  terminated  a  long  and  dilailrous 
voyage,  of  three  years,  feven  months,  and  feme 
(lays  over  j  in  tiie  courfe  of  which  wc  failed  very 
confiderahly  more  than  round  the  globe,  and  en- 
countered a  variety  of  dangers  both  at  fca  and  on 
ihore.  , 

How  the  owners  m.nft  have  been  difappointed, 
in  their  hopes  of  a  golden  harveft,  we  may  eafily 
conctive.  But  their  impolicy  defcrved  no  better 
fortune,  in  joining  two  men  in  tliC  command, 
who  it  was  impoflible  could  act  cordiaily  together. 
Shelvock  feems  to  have  been  by  far  the  moll  able, 
navigator ;  but  in  his  refentment  for  the  flight 
he  received,  he  appears  to  have  been  implacable  j 
and  though  he  Itudioufly  retorts  on  Clipperton 
every  charge  that  can  dilhonour  the  man  or  the 
officer,  we  are  led,  from  an  impartial  confidera- 
tion  of  their  difcordant  ftatements,  to  afcribe 
blame  to  botli. 
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THE  Terra  Auftralis  Incognita  was  long  an  il1u> 
fion,  which  the  fuperior  penetration  of  our 
immortal  navigator.  Cook,  at  laft  diflipated. 

About  the  clofe  of  the  feventeenth  century, 
Mr.  Roggewein,  a  gentleman  of  Zealand,  pro- 
jeded  the  difcovery  of  the  vaft  continent,  and 
the  numerous  illands,  fuppofed  to  lie  in  the  bofom 
ot  the  Southern  Ocean  ;  and  having  prefented  his 
plan  to  the  Dutch  Well  India  Company,  was  af- 
iured  of  their  zealous  co-operation.  His  death, 
however,  prevented  him  from  undertaking  the 
expedition  himfelf  5  but,  with  his  laft  breath,  he 
recommended  it  to  his  foft. 

The  young  gentleman,  having  filled  an  ho- 
nourable and  lucrative  poll  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
returned  with  an  ample  fortune  j  and  in  the  year 
1721,  prefenting  a  memorial  tQ  the  Dutch  Weft 
India  Company,  they  gave  immediate  directions 
to  furniih  him  with  three  velTels^  to  profecute  hit 
Jather'g  original  fcheme. 
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His  fqnadron  conlifted  of  the  Eagle,  of  thirty- 
fix  guns  and  one  hundred  and  eleven  men,  com- 
manded by  Job  Cofter,  on  board  of  which  em- 
barked the  commodore ;  the  Tienhoven,  of 
twenty-eight  guns  and  one  hundred  men,  com- 
manded by  Captain  James  Bownian  ;  and  the 
-African  galley,  of  fourteen  guns  and  fixty  jrien, 
commanded  by  Captain  Henry  Rbfenthall. 

This  fquadron  left  the  Texel  on  the  21ft  of 
Auguft  1721,  and  after  experiencing  a  variety  of 
weather,  while  they  were  in  expectation  of  fee- 
ing the  Canaries,  the  man  at  the  mall  head  cried 
out,  a  fail  !  On  approaching  nearer,  five  vefl'els 
were  dcfcried,  in  company,  which  fometimes 
carried  white,  fometimes  black,  and  at  lafl  red 
colours. 

The  commodore,  rightly  conje6^iIring  thefe 
Were  pirates,  made  the  lignal  for  a  line  of  battle, 
in  which  they  were  fortunate  enough  to  have  the 
weathergage.  The  pirates,  however,  advanced 
under  tlie  black  flag,  with  the  death's  head  in 
the  centre  j  and,  for  two  hours,  the  a6tion  was 
kept  np  with  great  brilknefs  on  both  fides.  At 
iaft,  thefe  marauders  finding  the  Dutch  too 
powerful  for  them,  fpread  all  their  canvafs,  and 
bore  away  from  the  engagement  j  no«"  were  the 
Dutch  inclined  to  purfue. 

In  this  confli6t  the  fquadron  had  eleven  men 
killed,  and  thirty-five  wounded. 

Having  repaired  their  damage,  they  continued 
their  voyage,  and  on  the  15th  of  November  had 
a  beautiful  profpe6t  of  the  Ifland  of  Madeira. 
From  this  ifland  they  continued  fteering  for  Cape 
Verd ;  but  having  the  advantage  of  a  ftrong 
iiorth-eafl  \vind,  they  did  not  come  to  anchor,  or 
hiiidle  a  fail  for  lix  weeks.    In  this  long  palTage, 
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the  hf^at  was  almoft  intolerable  ;  and  they  began 
to  faffer  exceiiivcly,  from  that  greatell  of  all  hu- 
man wants,  the  fcarcity  of  water. 

As  they  approached  the  line,  the  winds  be- 
came variable,  and  the  crew  began  to  fall  thick 
with  the  fcnrvy,  and  other  alarming  dilbrders, 
the  fymptom^  of  which  were  exacerbated  by 
thirlh  Some,  indeed,  became  quite  dirtra6ted, 
others  fell  into  high  fevers,  and  not  a  few  were 
convulfed.  Their  fait  provilions  only  ferved  to 
increafe  their  drought ;  and  the-/mall  quantity 
of  v/ater  they  had  remaining  was  fo  full  of 
worms,  that  it  was  almoft  death  to  drink  it. 

In  thefe  latitudes,  they  frequently  obfcrved, 
towards  evening,  that  the  fea  appeared  as  if  co- 
vered with  flaming  brimftone.  On  taking  up 
lome  of  the  water,  i^  was  found  to  be  full  of  an 
iniinite  number  of  fmall  globules,  of  the  fize, 
form,  and  colour  of  pearls,  which,  on  being  preffed 
between  the  fingers,  proved  to  be  nothing  more 
than  an  earthy,  fat  fubftance,  probably  the  grofler 
I  part  of  the  falts  in  the  water,  concreted  by  the 
Itxcetfive  heat  of  the  fun. 

At  length  they  pafled  the  line,  and  falling  in 
hvith  the  monfoon,  were  carried  at  a  great  rate 
towards  the  coaft  of  Brafil.     As  they  approached 
jthis,  they  pafled  fome  uninhabited  iilands,  and 
(afterwards   anchored   at   Porto,    in   latitude   24 
jdegrees  fouth.     Some  of  the  fhip's  company  im- 
Imediately  prepared  to  land  to  obtain  fupplies  5 
Ibut  at  firft,  a  body  of  Portuguefe,  well-armed, 
[feemed  ready  to  oppofe  them.     Coming,  how- 
ever, to  an  explanation,  the  Portuguefe  were  at 
laft  prevailed  on  to  relinquifti  hoftilities,  and  to 
fndiid  the  veifels  into  port. 
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On  entering  the  Harbour  of  Porto,  the  failors 
began  to  recover  very  faft,  and  having  taken  in 
neceiraries,  they  quickly  proceeded  to  St.  Sebaf- 
tian.  As  they  were  about  to  enter  the  road,  a 
ftorm  arofe,  which  compelled  them  to  drop  an- 
chor. Next  day,  they  faluted  the  fort  j  but  the 
Portuguefe,  either  not  being  prepared  to  return 
the  compliment,  or  taking  the  Dutch  for  pirates, 
omitted  to  notice  them. 

I'he  commodore,  however,  having  explained 
his  views  and  wiflies  to  the  governor,  received  a 
kind  of  evafive  anfwer.  But  as  good  fortune 
would  have  it,  one  Father  Thomas,  a  native  of 
Utrecht,  hearing  of  the  arrival  of  his  country- 
men,  was  fo  delighted,  that  he  immediately  came 
on  board,  and  promifed  the  intereft  of  his  order 
to  obtain  the  neceflary  refreihments. 

Meanwhile  the  Portuguefe  were  in  motion 
along  the  coaft,  to  repel  any  attempt  at  landing, 
and  a  fkirmiih  took ;  place.  The  commodore, 
feeing  that  amicable  overtures  were  not  liftened 
to,  prepared  for  attacking  the  place  ;  and  ftation- 
ed  his  fhips  accordingly.  This,  however,  was 
done  more  with  a  view  of  terrifying  the  inhabit- 
ants into  civility,  than  of  proceeding  to  extre- 
mities. 

The  efFe6t  anfwered  the  expectation  of  the 
Dutch.  The  Portuguefe  governor  now  came  en 
board,  and  entered  into  a  treaty,  by  which  all 
v/as  gained  that  the  commodore  delired.  The 
iick  were  permitted  to  land,  and  fupplied  with 
refrefhments ;  and  though  all  kinds  of  commerccj 
were  prohibited  between  the  Dutch  and  the  in- 
habitants, under  the  fevereft  penalties,  a  clandelj 
tine  exchange  of  commodities  took  place,  am 

was  carried  on  to  mutual  fatisfadion.  , 
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But  though  the  Portuguefe  inhabitants  had  no 
objection  to  their  vificors,  it  was  other  wife  with 
reiped  to  tlie  governor  j  who,  having  learned  the 
nature  of  their  voyage,  pradifed  every  artifice  to 
delay  and  diftrefs  them.    The  commodore,  pene- 
trating into  his  views  au J  motives,  diflembled  his 
chagrin  j  and  alfiduoufly  employed  his  men  ia 
getting  on  board  provilions  and  fupplies  of  every 
kind,  which  having  effe6ted,  he  obtained  a  certi- 
ficate of  his  honourable  conduct  from  the  Portu- 
guefe, and  then  took  his  leave. 
The  fquadron,  having  left  the  coaft  of  Brafil, 
a  native  ofB^^ccefsfully  profecuted  its  voyage  along  the  Ame- 
lis  country- Brican  fliore,  till  it  reached  the  latitude  of  40  deg. 
fouth.    This  was  on  the  21  ft  of  December,  when 
a  violent  hurricane,  attended  with  thunder  and 
lightning,  overtook  them,  and  feparated  them 
from  the  Tienhoyen,  which  did  not  rejoin  till 
three  months  after. 
The  commodore  and  the  African  galley  now 
not  liftenedBcontinued  their  courfe  till  they  were  in  the  height 
and  ibtion-Bof  the  Straights  of  Magellan,  where  they  difco- 
vcred  an  illand,  about  two  hundred  leagues  in 
circumference,  about  eighty  leagues  from  the 
continent.    To  this  they  gave  the  name  of  Bel- 
gia  Auftralis  j  bfecaufe  its  inhabitants  would  be 
[antipodes  to  thofe  of  the  Low  Countries.     The 
jland  appeared  extremely  beautiful,  and  chequer- 
d  with  hills  and  vales  j  but  being  unwilling  to 
ofe  time,  or  impede  their  chance  of  doabiing 
~ape  Horn,  they  did  not  think  it  advi fable  to  go 
|oQ  Ihore.  ' 

At  length  arriving  in  55  degrees  fouth  lati- 
ude,  they  began  to  imagine  they  could  not  be 
iar  from  the  opening  of  the  Straights  of  La  Mairef 
d  immediately^  after^  ^taten  Land  opened  to 
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(heir  view.  Here  the  fury  of  the  waves  nnd  (Ik- 
clalliing  of  contending  currents  expofed  tlunuo 
great  danger  and  anxiety.  For  a  long  time  tiny 
laboured  in  thefe  ftorniy  feas,  at  intervals  doubt- 
ful of  their  lituation  j  however,  on  the  loth  of 
JVIarch,  to  their  great  joy,  they  difcovered  the 
coaft  of  Chili,  and  foon  after  anchored  at  the 
illand  of  Mocha. 

Here  they  hoped  to  find  refreflimcnts ;  but  to 
their  farprife,  they  found  the  illand  deferted,  ;iik! 
that  the  inhabitants  had  tranfported  themklvti 
to  the  continent.  Having  taken  in  fuch  fupplic? 
as  the  place  afforded,  they  refolved  to  put  to  ih 
without  delay  j  and  perceiving  the  Spaniards 
every  where  on  their  guard,  they  fleered  to  the 
Illand  of  Juan  Fernandez. 

As  they  were  about  to  enter  the  bay,  they  ^vere 
alarmed  at  the  fight  of  a  Ihip,  which  fear  magni- 
fied into  a  Spanifli  or  French  man  of  war ;  but, 
to  their  infinite  fatisfa^tion,  on  a  nearer  approach, 
they  found  flie  was  no  other  than  their  conJbit, 
the  Tienhoven,  which  had  been  previoully  i'cp:i- 
rated  from  them. 

The  Ihips  being  brought  to  an  anchor,  the  lick 
■were  immediately  laudeti  j  and  the  reft  were  em- 
ployed in  fearching  for  provifions  and  refrcih- 
ments.  The  beauty  and  fertility  of  this  illand, 
and  its  advantageous  lituation,  inclined  the  com- 
iiipdorc  to  fettle  a  colony  -,  but  he  fufpended 
delign  in  hopes  of  touching  here  on  his  return. 

On  Icci  ving  Juan  Fernandez,  the  commodore pro 
poied  to  vilit  a  fouthern  continent,  laid  to  be  Jii-j 
covered  by  Davis  in  l680 ;  but  after  failing  to  tl 
latitude  of  28  deg.  fouth,  longitude  251,  where k| 
expeded  to  find  the  land,  he  had^the  mortilita 
tion  tg  iiiifi  it  j  and,  indeed,  do  modern  voyagt^ 
■-., .      •  .  ■  U 


m 


libGGEWEINS   VOYAGE. 


133 


il,\vha-eli;| 


has  been  able  to  difcover  what  has  commonly 
been  inl'erted  in  maps  as  Davis's  Land- 
Having  failed  12  deg.  weft,  accompanied  by 
flocks  of  birds,  a  certain  indidation  of  land,  they 
arrivfid  on  the  coaft  of  a  fmall  illand,  which  they 
named  Pafch,  or  Eafter  Ifland.     A  party  fent  to 
reconnoitre,  reported,  that  the  country  appeared 
very  fertile^  andwell    inhabited  j  which  intelli- 
gence difFufed  a  general  joy.     Next  day  an  In' 
dian  coming  off  to  them,  was  well  entertained, 
and  prefented  with  various  articles  of  drefs  and 
cuiiofity,  to  induce  others  £o  vifit  them.     But 
when  they  expe6ted  he  would  have  left  them,  he 
ihewed  iigns  of  the  moil  poignant  regret,  and 
with  difficulty  Was  got  into  his  canoe. 

Early  next  morning,  they  entered  a  gulph  on 
the  fouth-eaft  fide  of  the  illand,  where  numbers 
of  the  natives  met  them,  bringing  plenty  of  fowls 
and  roots.  At  the  fame  time  they  lighted  fires 
and  offered  facrifices  to  their  idols,  abundance 
of  which  were  placed  on  the  fhore.  Their  firft 
vifiter  returned,  bringing  numbers  of  his  coun- 
trymen J  among  the  reft,  a  perfon  perfe6lly 
white,  who  feemed  to  be  one  of  theix  piriefts. 

While  matters  were  going  on  in  the  moft 
friendly  train,  one  of  the  Indians  was  acciden- 
tally fliot  dead  by  a  raufket,  which  threw  the  reft 
into  fuch  confternation  and  difmay,  that  they 
haftened  to  the  ihore.  The  Dutch  foon  after 
following  them,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
landed  j  and  miilaking  the  fimp^e  curiofity  of 
the  natives  for  an  intention  of  committing  hofli- 
lities,  they  cruelly  fired  among  them,  by  which 
many  of  thefe  innocent  people  were  killed,  and 
kamong  the  reft  the  poor  Indian  who  had  beeti 
[twice  on  board. 
Vol.  IV.  N  The 
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The  iflandcrs  now  prefented  thenifelves  with 
all  the  figns  of  peace,  and,  by  the  humbleft  de- 
meanour, feemed  lolicitous  -to  mollify  the  in- 
vaders. The  Dutch,  afFefted  by  their  fubmiliion, 
appeared  to  be  reconciled  j  and  the  natives,  for- 
getting the  paft,  fupplied  them,  in  the  moll  libe- 
ral manner,  with  fowls  and  fruits.  The  Dutch 
faw  no  quadrupeds  here  -,  and  on  fliewing  the 
Indians  forae  hogs  on  board,  they  informed  them, 
by  ligns,  that  they  were  unacquainted  with  fuch 
animals. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  thefe  iilanders  did  not 
feem  to  have  any  arms  among  them,  which  ren- 
ders the  wanton  cruelty  of  the  Dutch  the  more 
inexcufable.  When  attacked,  they  fled  for  Hicl- 
ter  and  alfiftance  to  their  idols,  which  were  all  of 
Hone,  bearing  the  figure  of  a  man  with  large 
ears,  and  a  crown  on  their  heads.  Thefe  were 
fo  iijgenioufly  fcuiptured,  that  the  Europeans 
Hood  amazed  at  the  light.  A  perfeft  equality 
feemed  to  reign  among  thefe  people  :  each  feem- 
ed to  fpeak  and  a6t  with  unbounded  freedom. 
However,  the  aged  appeared  to  have  a  confider- 
able  influence,  and  were  diftinguillied  by  wear- 
ing bonnets  of  plumes. 

It  was  determined  next  day  to  make  a  more 
accurate  examination  of  this  iiland  j  but  a  ftorra 
ari^ng,  drove  them  from  their  anchors,  and  they 
were  obliged  to  put  to  fea,  to  prevent  being 
wrecked.  They  afterwards  touched  at  the  iiland 
whic^h  Schouten  named  Badwater  j  and  then  fail- 
ed upwards  of  eight  hundred  leagues  without 
coming  in  light  of.any  land.  At  lait,  in  latitude 
lj5  deg.  30  min.  fouth,  they  fell  in  with  a  lo\v 
barren  iiland,  to  which  .they  gave  the  nameotV 
CarlfliolF.    Departing  from  this^   they  became 
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entangled,  in  the  night,  among  feveral  fmall 
illands ;  and  the  African  galley  tt.ick  ft  ft  oi)  the 
rocks.  In  the  morning  ih^v  had  an  alarming 
prol"pe6t  of  the  danger  they  nad  all  been  in ;  and 
it  WHS  ibme  days  before  the  comni(;ciorc  coald 
extricate  himfelf  from  this  unform.iat'-,  fitnation. 

On  muftering  ihe  crew  of  the  Afrir-an  galley, 
which  was  totally  loli,  it  was  iound  t^hat  the 
quarter-mafter  and  four  leamcn  were  milling. 
On  enquiry  it  was  diicovered,  that  thefc  pcvple 
preferred  remaining  where  they  were  j  and 
tiiough  tiie  commodore  endeavoured  to  recover 
them,  they  were  deal  to  all  entreaties  j  and,  in 
confequence,  were  left  to  their  fate. 

Thefe  were  denominated  the  Mifchievoiis 
lilands,  from  the  iofs  which  had  been  fuftained 
nmong  them.  They  all  appeared  covered  with 
verdure,  and  thick  planted  with  trees  of  uncom- 
mon beauty.  The  inhabitants  were  of  an  extra- 
ordinary lize,  and  \vere  armed  with  pikes  or 
lances  about  twenty  feet  !ong. 

Iloggewein,  perceiving  thnt  thefe  Indians -were 
not  very  tractable,  and  that  the  coalt  was  foul 
and  roclvy,  refolved  to  purine  his  voyage.  Next 
morning  they  difcovered  an  ifland,  s.hich  they 
named  Aurora  ;  and  had  they  approached  it  only 
half  an  hour  earlier,  the  Tienhoven  muft  have 
been  dalhed  on  its  coafts.  This  alarmed  the  ma- 
riners on  board  that  iliip  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  a 
mutiny  was  the  confequence.  Seeing  what  a 
narrow  efcape  they  had  met  with,  they  inlifted 
on  ftipukitions  being  made  for  the  payment  of 
their  wages  in  full,  even  Ihould  the  thip  be  loft. 
The  commodore  liftened  to  their  reprefentations 
with  the  humanity  worthy  of  a  man  of  honour  { 
'  N2  and 
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»nd  immediately  fwore  to  dilcharge  alj  ano.nsot 
wageSj  whatever  might  happen  to  the  fliips. 

Towards  evening,  they  cariie  in   fight  ol"  an 
other  iiland,  which  they  called  Vefper.    Ii  ap- 
peared to  be  about  twelve  leagues  in  circum- 
ference }    and  was   every  where   covered  with 
herbage  and  trees. 

Continuing  their  courfe,  they  fell  in  wiili  a 
multitude  of  fmall  iHands,  from  which  they  with 
difficulty  extricated  themfelvcs.  Thcfe  were  li- 
tuated  about  twenty-five  leagues  from  Mifchiev- 
pus  Iflands,  and  obtained  the  appellation  of  the 

Labyrinth. 

In  a  few  days,  purfuing  a  weflern  courfe,  they 
<difcovered  anotlier  illand,  which,  at  a  diftance, 
r.ppeared  very  high  and  extremely  beautiful} 
but  on  a  nearer  approach  they  found  the  coaft 
yocky,  and  no  ground  for  anchorage.  However, 
they  determined  to  "land  }  and  having  reconcilfcl 
the  natives  by  fome  few  prefents,  they  brought 
off  a  quantity  of  vegetables  for  the  ufe  of  both 
Ihips. 

Next  morning  a  larger  body  of  men  was  or- 
flered  on  Ihore,  as  well  to  gather  herbs  as  to  make 
farther  difcoveries.  They  firft  prefented  the 
l^ing,  or  chief,  with  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
trinkets,  which  he  received  in  no  very  gracious 
manner;  however,  in  return  he  fent  the  Dutch  a 
quantity  of  cocoa  nuts,  than  which  nothing  could 
"^have  been  more  acceptable. 

The  women  here  Ihewed  an  indecent  attach- 
ment to  the  Europeans  j  but  this  foon  appeared 
to  be  an  artifice  fo  lull  them  into  fecurity  ;  for 
when  the  natives  thought  they  had  got  the  in- 
vaders in  thejr  power,  they  rulhed  out  from  caves 
and  clifts  of  the  rocks,  an4  affaulted  them  ^^'ith  a 
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prodigious  Ihower  of  ftones.  The  Dutch  Imme- 
diately formed,  and  difcharged  a  volley  of  fire- 
arms, which  did  great  execution  ;  and  the  chief 
was  among  the  tirft  who  fell.  The  Indians, 
howaver,  pielTed  on,  and  forced  them  to  retreat 
to  their  fhips  v/ith  fome  lofs.  Such  wns  the  re- 
folution  and  intrepidity  of  the  natives,  that  when 
a  motion  was  m  ide.  for  landing  agaii'.,  not  a  man 
on  board  offeree!  to  be  of  the  party. 

This  ifland  lies  in  l6  deg.  fouth  latitude,  and 
285  weft  longitude.  It  appeared  to  be  fertile, 
and  there  was  reafon  to  fuppofe  it  was  nor  defti- 
tute  of  rich  mines.  But  as  che  natives  were  fo 
daring  and  treacherous,  and  anchorage  was  bad, 
the  commodore  refolvcd  to  fail  without  exploring 
it  farther. 

Before  his  departure  he  communicated  his  in- 
ftruftions  to  hisoffibers,  from" which  it  appeared, 
that  if  he  did  not  make  iomr.  important  dllcovery 
near  the  latitude  and  longitude  they  were  in^  they 
iliould  return  home.  Some  of  the  council  hinted, 
that  it  would  fl;ew  pulillanimity  to  abandon  their 
enterprife  fo  foon  j  but  the  commo  lore  hlenced 
them  by  ftating,  that  they  had  ftill  a  voyage  to  the 
Eaft  Indies  to  accomplilh,  and  that  their  provilions 
already  began  to  grow  Ihort,  and  their  crews  to 
be  dimlnilhed. 

On  canvafling  the  bufinefs  farther,  it  was  ulti- 
mately refolved  to  continue  their  voyage  tO'  New 
Britain,  and  thence  by  the  Moluccas  to  the  Eaft 
Indies,  where  they  might  not  only  procure  a  fnp- 
ply  of  proviftons,  but  alfo  a  reinforcement  of  men, 
Ihould  it  be  fequifite. 

Three  days  after,  they  proceeded  on  this  new 
route,  and  fell  in  with  feveral  beai\tiful  iAands 
in  latitude  12  dcg.  loiigitudj  290^  and  fi.and 
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them  populous  apd  well  cultivated.  Thr  \nh. 
bitants  were  very  Ibriable  and  friendly,  nru!  lial 
rothing  in  tlieir  beliaviour  thai  Mas  vild  (;r  la- 
vage. To  thtle  enchanting  ides,  wJiere  ihfy 
were  received  with  much  cordiiility,  the  Duldi 
gave  the  appellation  ot'  Bovvmiin's  Illnfuls,  tVom 
the  captain  of  the  Tienhoven,  who  firlt  ililcovticd 
them. 

Many  of  the  Dutch  were  defirous  of  making 
fome  (lay  among  a  people  lb  mild,  and  in  a  conn- 
try  fb  fine,  to  allo\y  the  fick  to  recover  j  and  as 
anchpragpWas  good  all  along  the  coaft,  jKriinps, 
the  commodore  was  culpable  in  not  attending  to 
their  fuggeflions.  But  fearful  of  piithng  the 
pafterly  jnonfoon,  he  could  not  be  pre\  ailed  (;n  lo 
delay  his  voypge. 

Weighing*  therefore,  from  Bowman's  Ifliinci^, 
they  fpon  fell  in  with  others,  which  they  rcnjcr- 
tured,  from  their  Situation,  were  thofe  of  Cocoas 
and  Traitor^,  fo  named  by  Sehoutep.  They  fnon 
after  faw  two  other  ifland;^  of  large  extent,  to 
which  they  gave  the  names  of  Tienhoven  aid 
proningen,  which  being  very  long,  and  prele;  t- 
ing  an  extenfiye  coalt,  were  fuppofed  by  fome  to 
cpnftitute  a  part  of  the  7Wra  At^iraLs  lurgnita. 

Solely  intent  now  on  their  voyagp  to  the  P^afr, 
the  officers  were  unwilling  to  Itop  here,  thous;h 
the  majority  of  their  crews  were  anxious  to  make 
^  defcent,  and  to  explore  the  coaft.  It  \\'as  now  | 
t)elieved  they  would  foon  come  in  fight  of  New 
Britain  j  but  they  lailed  many  days  without  mak- 
ing any  land.  Meanwhile  the  fcurvy  was  mak- 
ing ihe  mol^  alarming  progrefs  among  them; 
and  fo  many  hands  were  Ipft,  that  it  was  in  con- 
jpmplation  to  burn  one  fliip,  and  transfer  th? 
p'rew  on  board  th^  other,  Nothing  was  to  be 
'   ■    ^    ■  ■  '-   fee^l 
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fern  or  hen  I'd  but  niifcry  aiui  lamentations  5  for 
even  tht^le  who  were  in  any  degree  capable  of 
duty,  were  reduced  lo  mere  Ikektoii!-  Difeafe, 
in  its  moll  alarming  forms,  had  t'uhdued  the 
erealcll:  part  j  and  had  they  not,  at  tljis  periodj 
(iilcovercd  New  liritain,  it  is  probable  that  none 
foiiid  have  lonp;  furvived. 

As  loon  as  they  approached  the  coaft,  the 
Dr.tch  reJolved,  at  all  hazards,  to  go  on  ihore. 
So  great  were  their  diftrelVcs,  that  prudent  cau- 
tion was  not  once  regarded,  when  put  in  the  ba- 
lanre  with  the  relief  they  expc6ted  to  find  on  land, 

Aerordingl)',  the  lliallop  was  manned,  and 
provided  with  a  great  quantity  of  trifles  by  way 
ot'  prefents.  The  natives  began  to  collect  i'li 
crowds,  well  armed,  and  fiiewed,  by  their  gef- 
tures,  that  they  meditated  oppolition.  A  Ihowcr 
of  javelins  loon  alfailed  the  Dutch,  who,  knowing 
that  force  was  tbcir  only  Iccurity,  fired  inceffant-i 
\y;  and  having  killed  many  of  the  natives,  put 
the  rell  to  flight. 

While  thus  engaged,  a  violent  •ftorm  arofe, 
which  driving  the  lliips  out  to  fea,  left  the  miler- 
able  party  in  the  fliallop  without  relief,  and  al- 
moft  deftitute  of  hope.  Their  veflTel  was  daflied 
on  a  fand  bank,  while  the  crew  catching  refolu- 
tion  from  defpair,  dragged  her  to  land,  and  thus 
their  retreat  was  cut  off  till  the  Itorm  fliould 
abate. 

Night  coming  on,  they  knew  ''>ot  where  to  fe- 
Icure  themfelves  :  every  gale  brought  the  yells  of 
the  natives,  who  had  retired  to  the  woods  ;  and 
every  inftant  they  expected  an  attack.  Soon  af- 
ter midnight,  however,  they  heard  the  flgnal  fron^ 
the  Ihips  5  and  flying  to  their  boat;,  thev  got  fafQ 
p  boards        ' 
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On  leaving  this  ifland,  the  Dutch  refolved  to 
land  on  the  next  they  caine  to,  preferring  death 
on  fhore,  to  lingering  at  fea  in  fuch  a  deplorable 
condition.  Thus  iituated,  they  foon  difcovered 
the  ille  of  Moa,  and  found  the  natives,  as  tliey 
approached,  even  the  women  and  children,  armed 
with  bows  and  arrow  s.  They,  however,  brought 
with  them  cocoa  r.uts,  Indian  figs,  and  various 
kinds  of  roots,  which  they  exchanged  without 
the  lead  lign  of  fear  or  miltrull.  The  Dutch  re- 
ceived them,  as  their  deliverers,  in  the  mod  cor- 
dial manner ;  which  induced  them  to  return  next 
day  with  more  ample  fupplies.  Among  the  reft 
they  brought  three  dogs  j  but  reduced  as  they 
were,  the  Dutch  would  not  taile  fuch  an  unufual 
food. 

,  I'he  refrefiiments  procured  here  were  fo  bene- 
ficial, that  could  the  crew  have  obtained  leave  to 
remain  a  few  days  longer,  it  would  h'ave  been  at- 
tended with  the  moft  falutary  confequences.  The 
iflanders  did  all  in  their  power  to  perfuade  them; 
but  fo  extremely  weakened  was  the  Ihip's  com- 
pany by  death  and  illnefs,  that  it  was  judged  too 
hazardous  to  trufl  themfelv^is  among  a  people  fo 
numerous  ;  and  who  were,  with  all  their  civili- 
ties, fufpefted  of  fome  latent  defign. 

They,  therefore,  began  to  make  the  neceffary 
preparations  for  continuing  their  voyage,  when 
the  iflanders,  probably,  to  prevent  the  ftrangers 
from  making  another  defcent,  voluntarily  brought 
them  two  hundred  loaded  canoes  of  different  kinds 
of  provifions,  which  they  exchanged  for  various 
merchandife. 

The  exchange  being  over,  they  parted  ami- 
cably, and  fleered  their  courfe  along  the  flioreof 
New  Guinea^  by  an  innumerous  clufter  of  fmall 
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ilbuds,  extending  to  the  Ifland  of  Gilolo.  This 
paflage  they  effected  with  theutmoft  peril ;  and  to 
their  inexpreflible  joy,  foon  lawthellland  of  Bouro, 
where  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  maintain  a 
hiclory.  Without  landing  here,  they  continued 
their  courfe,  in  hopes  of  reaching  the  coail  of  Bou- 
tin, and  refrefliing  there.  By  fonie  miftake  lh?.'y 
overlhot  that  ifland  j  and  now  they  had  no  other 
akeniative  but  to  proceed  to  Java  ;  for  wherever 
the  ihip  anchored,  they  well  knew  they  would 
be  contifcated,  in  confequence  of  invariable  or- 
ders and  maxims,  which  the  Dutch  Eait  India 
Company  inviolably  obl'erve.  All  the  men,  how- 
ever, partibularly  the  fick,  caft  a  languilhing  eye 
on  that  fertile  country  they  left  behind  them  ; 
while  their  minds  prefaged  the  melancholy  effetSts 
that  mail:  attend  a  flep  lb  incouliderate  and  per- 
nicious. 

The  commodore  having  left  the  coaft  of  Bou- 
ton,  and  pafled  through  the  channel  of  the  Mo- 
luccas, arrived  on  the  coaft  of  Java,  and  anchored 
in  the  Road  of  Japatra,  towards  the  clofe  of  Sep- 
tember 1722.  He  immediately  waited  on  the 
company's  refident,  who  was  nr.med  Kufter.  and 
informed  him  of  the  neceliity  which  had  driven 
him  thither.  This  gentleman  kindly  commir 
ferated  the  misfortunes  of  Roggewein  and  his 
ciewj  and,  indeed,  they  were  real  objects  of 
compallion.  They  had  loll  no  lefs  than  feventy* 
men,  exclufive  of  thofe  vviiO  were  killed  in  Ikir-r 
millies  with  the  Indians.  T\x  enty-fix  of  the  fur- 
vi\ors  were  extremely  ill  j  and  not  more  than' 
ten  perfons  remained  in  the  enjoyment  of  toler- 
?.':  :c  health. 

'he  (ick  were  quickly  landed  ;  but  fo  much 
cxrti  they  reduced^  that  many  of  them  paid  tho 
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debt  of  nature  foon  after  they  reached  the  ih6re. 
Mr.  Kufter  tranfmitted  an  account  of  their  arri- 
val to  the  governor  general  j  and  while  they 
"waited  for  his  anfwer  and  the  recovery  of  the 
lick,  they  pafTed  their  time  in  a  very  agreeable 
manner,  and  began  to  foi^et  the  former  miferies 
they  had  endured.  Falling  in  with  the  diflipa- 
tion  of  the  place,  they  gave  a  loole  to  intempe- 
rance and  debauchery  -,  and,  as  if  they  vere 
drenched  in  the  ftream  of  oblivion,  their  former 
vows  and  proteftations  of  a  new  and  a  regular 
life  were  totally  loft. 

After  refrefliing  themfelves  at  Japatra  for 
abofut  a  month,  they  began  to  think  of  continuing 
their  voyage  to  Batavia,  where  the  governor  ge- 
neral feemed  difpofed  to  treat  them  with  kind- 
nefs  and  IliiSlAgence.  With  a  feniible  regret>, 
however,  tmf  took  leave  of  their  friends  at  Ja* 
patra  j  and  carried  with  th^Cft  ;tbe  remembrance 
of  the  many  favours  they  hadu^rienced  therq. 

On  entering  the  Road  of  SKvia,  the  commo- 
do|e,ikkited  the  fort,  and  anMnred  his  Ihips  cipfej 
which  were  lading  fm  the  voyage  home, 
ow  flattered  themieWes  that  all  their  pains" 
over,  and  that  thejii^uld  fpeedily  proceed 
native  land.     Fat  in  this  they  were  egrc-*) 
difappointed.     As  the  commodore  wafj 
2'«.*i^ikjbout  to  wait  on  the  governor,  fome  officers  ar- 
%^Jfcgd,  and  proclaimed  the  fentence  of  confifca- 
tiS^  Both  Ihips  were,  by  this  time,,  fo  blocked 
up,  tllpl  it  was  impoflible  they  could  efcape,  andj 
ik)t  lo^  after,  both  ftrips  and  compairtes  were  fe* 
cured. 

i  Roggewelfc,  taught  by  fell  experience,  began  I 
to  repent  of  his  temerity  in  returning  by  the  way 
of  the  Eaft  Indies ,  but  repen|M|Be  was  now  tool 
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late.  He  had  neglected  the  advice  which  had 
been  given  him,  and  he  foun4  that  negleft  pu- 
niflied  by  an  arbitrary  fenteuce,  declaring  the 
fhips  good  prizes.  Every  thing  on  board  was 
immediately  put  up  to  public  falej  while  the 
crews  were  divided,  and  diftributed  among  feve- 
ral  homeward-bound  Eafl  Indiamen. 

Finding  it  impoffible  to  obtain  any  redrefs  here, 
the  commodore  was  obliged  to  profecute  his  voy- 
age home  in  one  of  the  company's  fhips.  Dur- 
ing his  paflage,  they  encountered  a  dreadful  ftorm 
on  the  eaftern  coaft  of  Africa,  in  which  they  had 
a  narrow  efcape  from  fhipwreck.  At  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  they  found  a  great  number  of 
Englifh  and  French,  as  well  as  Dutch,  fhips. 

Towards  the  end  of  March  1723,  the  fhips 
being  re-vi6tualled  and  ready  to  fail,  were  wafted 
from  die  Bay  with  a  brilk  gale,  and  arrived  at  the 
liland  of  St.  Helena,  in  the  fpace  of  three  weeks. 
On  their  approaching  the  ifland,  the  commodore 
of  the  fleet  detached  two  fhips  to  difcover  if  there 
were  any  dorfairs  on  the  coaft,  having  a  little  be- 
fore fallen  in  with  one,  which  made  him  conjec- 
ture they  might  be  in  force  about  thefe  latitudes. 

After  refrefhing  at  St.  Helena,  they  failed  for 
Afcenfion,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  turtle,  which 
is  generally  to  be  found  here  in  great  abundance. 
On  leaving  this  ifland,  they  found  the  heat  much 
I  more  moderate  than  they  could  hav^  expected  j 
for,  as  the  fun  was  turning  towards  the  fouth,  they 
enjoyed  pretty  briik  gales,  which  refrefbed  tlie  air. 
As  they  approached  the  line,  they  began  to  fee 
the  north  flair,  which  had  been  hid  from  them 
for  many  months  ;  and  it  is  fcarcely  to  be  con- 
ceived, how  much  this  natural  incident  rejoiced 
[ihefailors.  It  gave  them  the  welcome  foretafte 
2  of 
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of  home ;  and  the  idea  of  home  always  prefTci 
with  greater  force  on  the  mind  as  diltance  lellens, 
and  objects  that  are  familiar,  ferve  to  recal  pait 
enjoyments,  or  anticipate  future  delights. 

As  they  advanced  to  the  northward,  they  Avere 
overtaken  by  hard  gales  of  wind,  which  drove 
them  within  light  of  the  Azores.  Their  fielli 
provilions  being  now  pretty  far  fpent,  this  devi- 
ation from  their  intended  courfe  gave  them  an 
opportunity  of  recruiting  at  Flores,  where  they 
llaid  three  days. 

Sailing  round  the  coafls  of  Ireland  and  Scot- 
land, they  at  laft  came  in  fight  of  th6  Orkneys, 
and  foon  after  fell  in  with  a  fquadroh  of  men  of 
war,  waiting  to  convoy  them  home.  They  ar- 
rived in  the  Texel  on  the  11th  of  July  1723. 

On  the  return  of  Commodore  Roggewein  to 
his  native  country,  and  his  reprefentations  to  the 
Weft  India  Company,  they  immediately  com- 
menced a  fuit,  to  obtain  fatisfaftion  fortht  injury 
done  them  by  the  Eaft  India  Company  j  while 
the  Eaft  India  Dire6tors  juitified  the  proceedings 
of  the  governor  general.  The  affair,  at  lengtli, 
being  'rought  to  an  iflue,  their  High  Might!- 
nefles  the  States  Greneral  decreed,  that  the  Eaft 
India  Company  ftiould  make  reftitution,  and  in- 
demnify the  adventurers  for  all  lofles  fuftained 
through  their  injuftice.  This  decifion  feems  to 
have  been  founded  in  equity  and  reafon  j  and 
the  cafe  that  gave*  rife  to  it  proves,  how  prone 
men  are,  in  high  offidal  ftation?,  at  a  dirtance 
from  home,  to  abufe  their  power,  and  a£t  the  ty- 
rants. 

With  regard  to  Roggewein'is  difcoveries,  they 
were  not  unimportant  j  though  he,  failed  in  the 
principal  object  of  his  expedition.     But  howi 
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foiild  he  fucceed,  when  this  objc6t  was  a  non- 
entity? A  Southern  Continent,  however,  conti- 
nued for  half  a  century  more  to  araufe  the  theo- 
rift,  and  {Simulate  tjje  adventurer.  The  prefent 
race  of  men  have  the  fatisfaftion  of  knowing  the 
real  limits  of  the  terraqueoni  globe,  and  probab- 
ly all  its  conftituent  parts.  I'his  knowledge  re- 
fieds  honour  on  the  age  -,  but  falls  with  a  double 
luftre  on  thofe  who  unlocked  its  fources^  and 
opened  its  channels. 
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GEORGE  ANvSON  was  defcended  from  an 
ancient  and  honourable  family  in  Stafford- 
lliire.  He  was  born  on  the  23d  of  April  1697  5 
and  having  early  devoted  himfelf  to  the  naval  fer- 
vice  of  his  country,  went  through  the  fubordinate 
ftations  with  applaufe ;  and  in  due  time  was  pro- 
moted to  the  command  of  a  man  of  war.  In  this 
capacity,  being  diftinguiihed  for  courage  and 
condud,  he  was  appointed  commodore  of  the  cele- 
brated expedition  we  are  about  to  relate ;  and  af- 
ter his  return  was  raifed  progreflively  to  the  high- 
eft  rank  in  his  profeflion  j  was  defervedly  honour- 
ed with  a  peerage,  and,  for  fome  years,  prefided 
as  firft  commiffioner  of  the  board  of  admiralty. 
His  public  fervices  were  various  and  important : 
the  laft  in  which  he  was  engaged,  was  the  con- 
veyance of  her  prefent  Majefly  to  England,  in 
1761.  On  the  6th  of  July,  1 762,  he  paid  the 
debt  of  nature,  in  the  fixty-fixth  year  of  his  age, 
more  full  of  honour  than  of  days. 

This  Jhort  notice  of  a  man  fo  eminent  and  {o 
uleful,  cannot  fail  to  be  acceptable  to  thofe  who 
read  his  voyage. 

Towards  theclofe  of  the  year  1739,  a  war  with 
Spain  appearing  inevitable,  government  wifely 
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conceived,  that  the  moft  effedual  ftep  it  could 
take  to  diftrels  the  enemy,  was  to  attack  them  in 
their  diftant  fettlements,  and  thus  cut  off  their 
lupplies  of  money,  which  are  the  principal  fwews 
of  war. 

This  plati,  {o  politic,  and  to  appearance  foeafily 
practicable,  futi'ered  various  delays ;  and  at  Jaft 
was  carried  into  execution  on  a  contra 6ted  fcale, 
and  with  inadequate  force.  George  Anion,  efq. 
then  captain  of  the  Centurion,  was  originally 
intended  to  have  the  command  of  a  fquadron ; 
but  his  dcllination  was  altered  from  Manilla  to 
the  South  Seas  J  and,  after  thelapfeof  ten  months 
from  his  firll  appointment,  notwithftanding  all 
his  endeavours,  he  found  his  fleet  very  indifferent- 
ly manned ;  while  his  land  force  conlifted  only  of 
five  hundred  men,  fele6ted  from  the  moft  aged 
and  infirm  of  the  out-penfioners  of  Chelfea  Col- 
lege, and  from  raw  and  undifciplined  marines 

The  length  of  time  that  had  elapfed,  fiuce  the 
expedition  was  firft  proje6ted,  had  given  the  ene- 
my an  opportunity  of  being  prepared  to  counter- 
aft  its  intentions  j  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
finally  equipped  feemed  to  fruftrate  any  expec- 
tations of  advantage  to  be  derived  from  its  exer- 
tions J  and  to  this  add,  the  feafon  of  the  year  was 
now  the  moft  unfavourable  for  fuch  a  diftant  and 
dangerous  navigation. 

The  commodore,  however,  though  he  might 
be  chagrined,  was  not  difpirited.  On  the  1 8th 
of  September  174O,  he  let  fiul  from  St.  Helen's; 
and  though  the  wind  was  contraiy  when  he  weigh- 
ed, he  cleared  the  Channel  in  four  days.  The 
fquadron  under  his  command,  confifted  of  the 
Centurion  of  fixty  guns,  and  four  hundred  men, 
George  Anfon^  eft^.  commai^der  and  commodore; 
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the  Gloucefter  of  fifty  guns,  and  three  hundred 
men,  commanded  by  Captain  Norris ;  the  Severn 
of  fifty  guns,  and  three  hundred  men,  command- 
ed by  the  Honourable  Captain  Legg  j  the  Pearl  of 
forty  guns,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  corn- 
manded  by  Captain  Mitchel ;  the  Wager  of  twenty 
eight  guns,  and  one  hundred  and  fixty,  men  com- 
manded by  Captain  Kidd  ;  and  the  Tryal  Sloop  of 
eight  guns,  and  one  hundred  men,  commanded 
by  the  Honourable  Captain  Murray.  Two  vic- 
tuallers, one  of  four  hundred  and  the  other  of 
two  hundred  tons,  attended  them. 

Not  only  the  winds  were  contrary,  but  the 
progrrfs  of  the  fquadron  was  impeded  by  the 
care  of  a  convoy  to  n  certain  latitude  ;  and,  in 
confequence,  the  palTage  to  Madeira  took  \:\)  no 
lefs  a  fpace  than  ihirty-feven  days,  though  it  is 
frequently  performed  iii  a  third  part  of  the  time. 

Madeira  is  well  known  to  be  a  fine  and  falu- 
brious  climate,  and  to  produce  a  fpecies  of  wine 
of  the  highell  value  and  repute,  which  improves 
by  heat}  and  therefore  feems  defigned  by  Provi- 
dence to  folace  the  inhabitantsof  the  torrid  zone. 

The  only  town  of  importance  or  commerce,  is 
Fonchiale,  which  (lands  on  the  fouth  part  of  the 
iHand,  at  the  bottom  of  a  large  bay.  Towards 
the  fea  it  is  well  defended,  both  by  nature  and 
art :  a  violent  furf  continually  beats  on  the  beach ; 
and  much  danger  attends  thofe  who  are  unac- 
quainted with  tKe  navigation. 

Here  the  commodore  remained  about  a  week, 
taking  in  water,  wine,  and  other  refrefhments. 
On  account  of  ill  health,  the  captain  of  the 
Gloucefter  folicited,  and  obtained  leave,  to  relin- 
quifh  his  command ;  and  feme  changes  and  pro- 
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motions  of  confequence  took  place  throughout  the 
Iqundron. 

While  Mr.  Anfon  lay  at  Madeira,  he  was  in- 
formed by  the  governor,  that,  a  few  days  before 
his  arrival,  feven  or  eight  Ihips,  fuppofcd  to  be 
Spaniards,  had  appeared  to  the  weftward  of  that 
ifiand.  On  this  intelligence,  a  Hoop  was  dif- 
patchcd  in  the  track  they  had  been  obferved,  to 
procure  more  certain  information  :  but  the  offi- 
cer, to  whom  this  fervice  had  been  delegated,  re- 
turned without  making  any  farther  difcovcry. 
The  commodore  immediately  fufpetted,  that  thofe 
Ihips  were  intended  to  watch  his  motions,  and 
traverfe  his  projects  j  and  fubfequent  events  prov- 
ed, that  his  apprehenfions  were  right.  The 
dreadful  cataftrophe  attending  the  Spanifli  Ar- 
mament, as  it  was  not  effefted  by  onr  force,  fhall 
be  feparately  narrated,  at  the  conclufion  of  this 
voyage.  The  diftrelles  of  Don  Jofeph  Pizarro 
might  ferve  as  a  counterpart  to  Byron's  narrative. 

Mr.  Anfon,  on  leaving  Madeira,  gave  orders, 
that,  in  cafe  of  feparation,  the  fquadron  Ihould 
rendezvous  at  the  Illand  of  St.  Catharine,  on  the 
coafl  of  Brafil.  During  this  long  run,  the  wea- 
ther was  variable,  and  the  trade  winds  were  found 
confiderably  different  from  the  journals  of  former 
navigators.  The  crews  became  fickly  in  the  ex- 
treme, and  notwithftanding  the  precaution  of  ad- 
mitting frelh  air  between  the  decks,  by  means  of 
fcuttles,  many  died.  The  general  diforder  was 
a  fpecies  of  fever,  endemial  in  warm  climates,  and 
known  by  the  appellation  of  a  calenture.  This 
malady  is  not  only  very  fevere,  during  its  firft  at- 
tack J  but  frequently  proves  fatal  after  the  pa- 
tient appears  in  a  convalefcent  flate  j  and  always 
icav^s  g  languor  whicli  vuinerves  and  deprefles. 
■  The 
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Tlie  rage  of  this  dir(.rdci-  was  daily  felt  with  in- 
creafing  force  ;  nor  could  any  nbntcmcnt  of  its  vio- 
lence be  hoped  for  at  fca.  It  was  theretore  willi 
the  niort  lively  joy,  that  tliey  dii'eovered  theeoart: 
ot'Bralil,  about  the  middle  of  December,  and  in 
two  days  after,  came  to  anchor  off  the  iiland  of 
St.  Catharine. 

The  paflage  between  the  illand  and  the  m.i'ii 
being  guarded  by  two  forts,  the  comnHxiovc  hacl 
the  concern  to  fee,  that  colours  were  liojit::!  and 
fignal  guns  fired,  which  convinced  him  that,  hh 
fqiiadron  had  alarmed  the  coail.  Tj  Jo  awj^y, 
asfoon  as  pollible,  the  ill-fonnded  a'j'^prelietwions 
cf  an  enemy  being  in  view,  he  fetiv  arj  oflie-.r  on 
fnore  to  pay  his  compliments  to  tUe  governor,  nr.d 
to  requeft  a  pilot  to  condui*^  the  vellc  Is  into  the 
road.  The;  reqiieft  being  readily  granted,  g.^d 
civilities  intercliangcd,  the  lliips  tirit  ancbored  io 
Ti  large  comnu7dious  bay,  on  the  continent,,  called 
Bon  Port  by  the  French  navigators,  and  next  day 
moored  at  St.  Catharine's. 

On  iiriX  defcrying  the  coaft  of  Brafil,  it  appear- 
ed high  and  mountainous,  ftretehing  from  welt 
to  welt  foutb-weft.  The  Ifland  of  St.  Catha»-ine, 
v;here  the  Ihips  lay,  is  about. nine  leagues  loiig 
and  two  broad  }  aiid  being  flat,  compared  to  the 
main  land,  is  not  pererptiblc  at  any  con Tid": fable 
diftaneefrom  the  coall.  i'oreds  of  perpetual  ver- 
dure adorn  this  ifle  ;  bvit  owing  to  the  quantity 
of  underwood,  it  forms  alm<  It  an  i.tipenetrable 
thicket,  except  whcrg  the  natives  have  cut  a  few 
narrow  tra<$ts  to  fa'-iiitate  their  communication, 
A  few  Ipots  on  the  Ihore,  facing  the  continent, 
are  the  only  cultivated  parts.  But  nature  has 
been  fo  luxuriant  and  bountiful,  that  the  woods 
fpontaiicQufly  produce  many  of  the  nioft  delicious 
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fruits ;  and  the  prodnttions  of  almoft  every  cli- 
mate flourifti  here  without  the  labour  of  culti- 
vation. Aromatic  trees  and  Ihrubs  perfume  the 
air.  Pheafants  are  numerous  j  as  are  wild  cattle, 
refembiing  buffaloes ;  and  fifh  are  found  in  great 
variety.  The  water,  too,  is  moll  excellent ;  and 
like  tiiat  of  the  Thames,  poflcifes  the  property  of 
purifying  itfelf,  which  renders  it  peculiarly  valu- 
able for  long  voyages. 

Nature,  however,  always  diftributes  her  fa- 
vours with  a  frugal  hand.  The  advantages  we 
have  enumerated,  are  counterbalanced  by  many 
inconveniences.  The  free  circulation  of  air  is 
impeded  by  the  woods  and  hills  furrounding  the 
harbour:  the  nights  are  loft  in  vapours,  arilin?^ 
from  too  luxuriant  a  vegetation;  and  the  plca- 
fures  of  the  day  are  interrupted  by  fwarms  of 
mufquittoes,  whofe  fting  is  well  known  to  be  ve- 
nomous. Thefe  fmall,  though  active  enemies  to 
human  enjoyment,  are  fncceeded  by  an  infiniie 
number  of  fand  flies,  which  come  abroad  at  eve, 
and  which,  though  too  minute  to  be  readily  per- 
ceived by  the  naked  eye,  are  equally  as  haralling 
as  the  harveft  bug,  or  red  afcarus  of  England. 

From  this  defcription,  whatever  charms  this 
Illand  maypoflefs,  to  gratify  the  eye,  it  is  plain  it 
cannot  be  healthful  j  and  of  this  a  melancholy 
proof  was  exhibited,  by  the  death  of  twenty-eight 
perfons  on  board,  the  Centurion  only;  and  yet 
the  fick-lift  was  increafed. 

The  firft  object  that  engaged  the  commodore's 
attention,  on  arriving  at  St.  Catharine's,  was  the 
care  of  the  fick.  Thefe  \yere  landed  in  confider- 
able  numbers  J  but  it  has  been  already  oblerved, 
that  this  fituation  was  inimical  to  health.  The 
next  duty  was  to  fumigate,  cleanfe,  and  wafli  the 
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vciTels;  and  to  prepare  the;in  in  the  beft  manner 
that  could  be  deviled,  for  the  tcmpelluous  wea- 
ther that  was  to  be  expected  in  doubling  Cape 
Horn. 

The  form  of  governmenl,  and  fome  recent  re- 
gulations eftablilbed  here,  prelented  many  diffi- 
culties. Formerly  the  ellablilhment  nt  St.  Ca- 
tharine's  was  low  ;  and  the  governor  and  natives 
were  happy  to  exchange  provifions  for  clothes,  or 
other  articles  of  common  traffic.  But  lince  the 
difcovery  of  the  gold  and  diamond  mines  on  the 
oppofity  coaft,  this  fettlement  had  rifen  in  import- 
ance ;  and  the  vahie  of  mone'y  being  decreafed, 
the  demands  for  necelfaries  were  proportionally 

high. 

The  governor  lived  in  a  fplendid  flill,  and  ex- 
sfted  as  much  as  he  pleated  for  the  rcquilite  re- 
frelhmcnts.  But  this  was  not  the  ^vorlt  part  of 
his  condu6t:  being  engaged  in  an  illicit  traffic 
with  the  Spaniards,  by  which  the  fovereigns  of 
both  nations  were  defrauded  of  the  cuflomary 
fifth  from  the  produce  of  the  mines,  to  ingratiate 
himfelf  ftill  more  with  his  confederates,  he  trea- 
cheroufly  difpntchcd  information  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  Sj)ani(h  expedition,  who  then  lay 
in  the  river  La  Hata.  We  will  not  tire  the  reader 
with  other  in  fiances  of  his  artifice  and  chicanery. 

(^wing  to  ibme  necellary  repairs,  a  month  was 
ipent'  before  the  fcpiadron  was  ready  to  put  to 
lea.  This  being  effected,  the.  commodore  gave 
out  to  the  refpedive  captains,  the  fuccellive 
places  of  rendezvous  from  hence  to  China ;  and 
on  the  18th  of  January,  the  expedition  proceed- 
ed from  the  lafl  amicable  port  it  was  intended 
to  touch  at,  to  encounter  the  danger  of  boifterous 
feas,  anc4  defert,  inhofpi table  coafts. 

In 
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In  three  days,  a  violent  llorm  arofe,  attended 
with  a  fog,  fo  thick,  that  the  fhips  could  nnt 
difcover  eai:h  other,  at  no  more  than  double  tl^^ir 
lengths.  Fortunately,  however,  next  day  at  no(jn, 
it  cleared  up  ;  when  all  the  ftiips  were  in  fight, 
except  the  Pearl,  which  did  not  join  for  a  Qiontli, 
The  Tryal,  too,  was  driven  a  great  way  to  Ito 
ward  J  and  having  loft  her  mainmaft,  and  receiv- 
ed other  damage,  the  Gloucefter  was  ordered  to 
take  her  in  tow. 

On  the  18th  of  February,  a  fail  was  efpied; 
and  the  Severn  and  Gloucefter  were  detached  iu 
purfuit.  The  commodore  foon  difcovered  it  to 
be  the  miffing  Pearl ;  and  having  recalled  the  Se- 
vern, ordered  the  Gloucefter  to  continue  the 
chacc  To  the  furprife,  however,  of  the  whole 
fquadron,  it  was  obferved,  that  as  the  Gloucefler 
approached,  the  Pearl  crowded  fail  from  her  j  aiid 
when  at  laft,  by  dint  of  fleetnefs,  ihe  came  up 
wlih  her,  it  was  feen  that  the  Pearl  was  prepar- 
ed for  a6tion. 

Lieutenant  Salt,  who  commanded  this  vcffel, 
on  his  rejoining  the  fquadron,  informed  the  com- 
modore, that  he  had,  a  few  days  before,  fallen  in 
with  five  Spanifh  men  of  war,  which  at  tirft  he 
miftook  for  the  Britiih  fleet,  and  before  he  dif- 
covered his  error,  had  nearly  been  captured  j  and 
only  efcaped  at  laft  by  fuperior  failing.  This 
was  one  of  the  many  hair-breadth  eftapes  which 
Anfon  and  his  fquadron  experienced  in  the  courl'e 
of  the  voyage. 

The  commodore  now  came  tp  an  anchor  in  the 
Bay  of  St.  Julian  ;  and  finding  an  enemy  of  lu- 
perior  force  in  his  vicinity,  would  have  made  a 
very  fhort  ftay,  had  not  the  refitting  of  the  Tryal 
compelled  him  to  rifque  the  event. 
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The  coaft  of  Patagonia  beir  pr  ftill  but  little 
known,  a  brief  defcription  wiil  be  requilite. 
This  country  extends  from  the-  Spanifh  Settle- 
ments to  the  Straights  of  Magellan.  To  the  north 
of  the  Plate  River,  the  whole  territory  abounds  in 
trees  of  great  magnitude ;  while  to  the  fouth  of 
that  river,  few  or  none  are  to  be  feen  for  a  fpace 
of  twelve  hundred  miles.  '' 

But  though  the  country  be  deftitute  of  wood, 
it  is  in  many  places  rich  in  pafturage;  and  feeds 
immenfe  herds  of  black  cattle,  which,  being  iirft 
introduced  by  the  Spaniaids,  have  increafed  to  a 
great  degree,  and  are  free  for  thofe  who  chufe  to 
kill  them.  The  hunters  (laughter  many  thoufands 
of  them  annually  for  the  fake  of  their  hides  and 
tallow,  ^while  the  llefli  is  left  to  putrify,  or  to 
feed  the  wild  beads  and  the  birds. 

Some  of  thefe  cattle,  however,  are  taken  alive, 
and  employed  in  agriculture.  In  this  purfuit, 
the  hunters  fliew  almoft  incredible  dexterity. 
Being  mounted  on  horfeback,  they  are  provided 
with  a  thong  feveral  fathoms  long,  having  a  run- 
ning noofe  at  one  end  j  this  they  hold  in  the 
right  hand  J  and  the  reft  of  the  thong  being  coil- 
ed up,  and  faftened  to  the  faddle  at  the  oppofite 
end,  they  ride  at  a  herd}  and  having  felefted 
their  prey,  throw  the  noofe  with  fuch  unerring 
aim,  that  they  never  fail  to  fix  it  about  the  horns. 
Another  hunter  then  entangles  the  hind  legs  j 
and  in  this  manner,  with  little  variation,  they 
catch  horlcs,  and  even  tigers. 

The  horfes  are  likcwife  of  Spanifli  origin  ;  for 
America,  before  its  difcovery,  poffeiTed  none  of 
thofe  ufeful  animals.  Thefe  are  extremely  wild, 
and  though  very  fine,  fo  numerous  4ire  tliey,  that 
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the  very  beft  of  them  may  be  purchafed  in  the 
neighbouring  fettlements  for  a  dollar. 

Throughout  this  whole  country,  there  are  alio 
a  conliderable  number  of  vicunnas,  or  Peruvian 
ilieep  J  but  being  at  once  very  ihy  and  fleet,  they 
are  with  difficulty  fecured.  The  eaftern  coalt 
abounds  in  feals,  and  in  a  prodigious  variety  of 
marine  fowls,  the  moft  remarkable  of  which  are 
penguins.  As  they  have  only  the  rudiments  of 
wings,  and  are  generally  feen  in  an  ere6t  poftare, 
Sir  John  Narborough  has  whimfically  compared 
them  to  little  children  ftandi'g  up,  with  white 
aprons  before  them.  One  greiat  difadvantage, 
however,  attends  this  country  3  a  fcarcity  of  frelh 
water. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Port  St.  Julian,  there  feems 
to  be  but  few  inhabitants,  and  thefe  feldom  make 
their  appearance  in  parties.  Towards  Buenos 
Ayres,  however,  they  arte  much  more  numerous, 
and  excel  in  bravery  and  fpirit.  In  point  of  dar- 
ing, they  nearly  refemble  the  gallant  Indians  of 
Chili,  who  have  frequently  let  the  power  of 
Spain  at  defiance,  ravaged  the  ufurped  dominions 
of  that  nation,  and  Hill  retain  their  own  original 
independence.  They  are  diflinguifhed  for  their 
adroitnefs  in  equettrian  exercifes,  and  their  ufe 
of  all  military  weapons,  except  fire  arms,  of 
which  they  are  kept  in  ignorance  by  the  jealous 
vigilance  of  the  Spaniards.  No  plan,  hov/evcr, 
feems  fo  judicious  and  pra6ti cable,  to  humble  the 
Spanifli  power,  as' to  grant  encouragement  to  the  | 
natives  of  this  coafl  to  annoy  their  invaders. 

Sir  John  Narborough  has  obferved,  that  the  I 
Port  of  St.  Julian  produces  excellent  fait,  and  in| 
the  utmoft  abundance  j  but  the  commodore,  hav- 
ing difpatched  an  officer  to  the  fait  pond,  to  pro 
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cure  a  quantity,  for  the  ufe  of  the  fquadron,  it 
was  found  to  be  neither  good  nor  plenty  ;  which 
was  probably  occafioned  by  the  wetnefs  of  the 
preceding  feafon. 

The  Tryal  being  now  refitted,  which  was  tlie 
principal  caufe  of  their  detention  in  this  port,  a 
council  was  held  on  board  the  Centurion,  when 
the  plan  of  operations  was  divulged.  The  com- 
modore informed  his  olhcers,  that  he  propofed  to 
attack  Baldivia  j  the  propriety  of  which  being 
univerfally  allowed,  ne^  inllruftions  were  given 
out  reipe6ting  the  places  of  rendezvous,  and  the 
period  of  continuance  at  each ;  and  it  was  far- 
ther enjoined,  that  no  ihip  lliould,  if  pollible,  be 
more  than  two  miles  diftant  from  the  Centurion, 
as  they  proceeded  on  their  voyage. 

Thefe  regulations  being  eilabliihed,  the  fqua- 
dron weighed  on  the  'i/th  of  February  j  but  the 
Gioucefter,  having  made  fome  ineffectual  at  .  ^pts 
to  purchafe  her  anchor,  was  left  a  confiderable 
way  allern ;  and  at  laft  was  obliged  to  cut  her 
cable  in  order  to  recover  her  ftation. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  they  came  in  fight  of 
Cape  Virgin,  and  the  afternoon  b^ing  bright 
Hiid  ferene,  the  fuperior  officers  embraced  the  op- 
portunity of  paying  their  refpe6ts  to  the  commo- 
dore. While  they  were  in  company  on  board  the 
flag-fliip,  they  were  all  greatly  alarmed  by  a  fud- 
den  flame  burfting  fron.  the  Gloucefter,  fucceed- 
ed  by  a  cloud  of  fmoke  j  but  their  apprehenfions 
were  foon  allayed  by  the  information,  that  the 
apparent  danger  arofe  from  an  accidental  fpark 
falling  on  fome  loofe  gunpowder  preparing  for 
ufe,  and  that  the  fhip  had  not  received  the  leaft 
(damage. 
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In  thrfc  liigli  latitudes  they  found  fair  weather 
of  fliort  duration,  and  generally  the  prelude  to  a 
ftorm.  The  line  afternoon,  juft  mentioned,  was 
fucceeded  by  a  turbulent  night,  which  gradually 
dcejH^ned  into  a  florm ;  when  this  abated,  they 
found  themfelves  within  view  of  Terra  del  Fue- 
go,  which  prefented  a  profpe6t  the  mod  uncoin- 
fcrtable  and  uninviting  in  nature. 

On  the  /th  they  began  to  open  the  Straights, 
when  Statenland  appeared  in  fuch  a  wild  and 
horrific  afpe6t  as  they  had  never  witnefled  before 
in  any  climate.  It  feemed  entirely  compofed  of 
inaccelfible  rocks,  terminating  in  ragged  points, 
riling  to  an  amazing  height,  and  every  where  en- 
veloped in  fnow.  The  chafms  between  thefe 
mountainous  rocks  were  deep  and  gloomy,  and 
betrayed  their  volcanic  origin. 

The  fquadron  was  hurried  through  thefe 
Straights  by  the  rapidity  of  the  tide  at  the  rate  of 
ten  or  twelve  knots  an  hour  5  and  now  they  be- 
gan to  flatter  themfelves,  the  dangers  of  the  na- 
vigation .were  nearly  at  an  end,  and  that  they 
ihould  foon  reach  the  coafts  where  all  their  willies 
centered.  The  golden  dream,  wbich* imagination 
had  formed,  was  heightened 'by  tlie  brightnefs  of 
the  Iky  and  the  ferenity  of  the  weather;  but 
fcarcely  had  they  reached  the  fouthern  extremi- 
ty of  the  Straights  of  La  Maire,  when  all  their 
pleafing  hopes  were  lofl  in  the  profpe6t  of  imme- 
diate deltruttion.  The  iky  on  a  fudden  became 
black,  the  wind  lliifted  to  the  fouth,  and  the  tide, 
which  had  hitherto  fo  propitioully  wafted  them 
on,  turned,  and  drove  them  with  prodigious  ra- 
pidity to  the  eaftward  j  while  the  Wager  and  the 
Anna  Pink,  the  tternmoil  lliips,  were  in  the  mo- 
mentary! 
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mentary  danger  of  being  dalhed  on  the  ihore  of 
Slatenland. 

Next  morning,  inftead  of  being  able  to  pnrfue 
their  intended  courfe  to  the  fouth-well,  they 
found  theml'clves  (even  leagues  to  the  ea  ft  ward  of 
the  Straights  of  La  Maire.  Indeed,  for  the  long 
fpace  of  three  months,  they  llruggled  with  fuch 
dangers  and  diftrefles  as  are  fcarcely  to  be  paral- 
leled; and  had  a  continual  fucceflion  of  fuch 
tenipeHuous  weather  as  aftoniihed  the  oldeft  and 
moft  experienced  mariners,  who  confcfled,  that 
hitherto  they  had  no  conception  of  ftorms,  when 
compared  with  the  violence  of  thefe  winds,  which 
railed  the  fea  into  mountains,  and  tilled  them 
with  the  inceflant  dread  of  fome  wave  breaking 
over  them,  which  infallibly  would  have  fent 
them  to  the  bottom. 

The  Ihips  rolled  without  intermlflion,  and  the 
men  were  in  perpetual  danger  of  being  dalhed  to 
pieces  againft  the  decks  and  lides  of  the  Ihips ; 
and,  notvvithftanding  all  the  precautions  they 
could  ufe,  many  of  them  were  killed  or  difabled. 
Thefe  tempefts  were  rendered  more  milbhievous 
from  the  manner  of  their  approach ;  for,  if  at  any 
time  a  momentary  calm  tempted  them  to  fpread 
their  fails,  fo  fudden  was  the  return  of  the  wind, 
that  it  tore  the  fails  to  pieces  before  they  could 
be  furled.  To  increafe  the  calamity,  great  quan- 
tities of  fnow  and  fleet  generally  accompanied 
theie  ftorms,  which  freezing  on  the  rigging,  made 
the  cordage  brittle  and  infecure;  at  the  fame 
time  that  the  limbs  of  the  mariners  were  numb- 
ed by  the  intenlity  of  the  cold,  and  not  a  few  had 
their  toes  and  fingers  mortified. 

It  were  needlefs  to  enumerate  all  the  difafters 
which  befel  t^ie  fquadron.    The  Centurion,  in 
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particular,  by  labouring  in  this  lofty  fea,  grew 
lo  loofe  in  her  upper  works,  that  flie  admitted 
the  water  at  every  learn,  and  fcarcely  any  of  tliu 
officers  had  ever  the  comfort  of  lying  in  dry 
beds. 

On  the  23d  of  March,  a  violent  guft  fprung  the 
main  yard  of  the  flag  Ihip,  and  in  fpite  of  ;ill 
their  endeavours  to  lave  it,  much  the  greater 
part  was  blown  overboard.  A  deceitful  calm 
fucceeding,  they  lay  by  to  repair  the  damage; 
but  in  lels  than  twenty-four  hours,  the  Ibrm 
coming  on  with  renewed  force,  the  Centurion 
flill  futtered  more  and  greater  injuries  j  nor  was 
it  pollible,  from  the  fogs  which  fometimes  inter- 
vened, to  keep  the  fquadron  together  without  tiic 
Utmoft  vigilance. 

On  the  laft  day  of  March,  the  main  yard  of 
the  Glouccfter  was  broke  in  the  flings,  and  to 
prevent  thieir  being  detained  in  that  inhofpitable 
clime,  the  commodore  ordered  feveral  carpenters 
on  board,  that  the  damage  might  be  repaired  with 
the  utmoft  expedition.  Next  day,  the  iky  look- 
ed unufually  dark  and  gloomy,  and  on  the  3d  of 
April,  the  liorm  which  had  been  gradually  riling, 
became  fo  infuriate,  that  in  violence  and  dura- 
tion it  exceeded  all  they  had  hitherto  encounter- 
ed. The  Centurion  fuftered  feverely  :  fignals  of 
diftrefs  were  made  from  the  different  fliips,  and 
in  this  conflid  of  the  elements,  it  was  impolli'ole 
to  yield  relief. 

According  to  their  reckoning,  they  were  forae 
degrees  to  the  weft  of  Terra  del  Fuego  by  tiie 
end  of  March}  and  by  ftanding  to  the  north, 
with  as  much  expedition  as  the  turbulence  of  the 
weather  would  permit,  they  began  to  indulge  the 
Jiopes  of  foon  reaching  a  more  propitious  climate; 
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but  this  only  rendered  their  difappointment  more 
terrible  -,  for  on  the  14th  of  April,  the  weather 
clearing  up  from  a  thick  haze,  the  Anna  Pink 
made  a  fignal  for  feeing  land  right  ahead,  at  the 
(liflance  of  no  more  than  t\\  o  miles  j  and  had  the 
wind  blown  with  its  uiual  violence,  or  the  Iky 
been  obfcured,  every  fliip  muft  have  perilhed  on 
the  lliore.       ■ 

This  land,  to  their  great  amazement,  they  found 
to  be  Cape  Noir,  though  they  imagined  they 
were  ten  degrees  more  wefterly.  The  currents 
had  deceived  them  fo  much,  that  they  had  not 
advanced  more  than  half  the  way  they  reckoned. 

They  were  now  obliged  to  fteer  once  more  to 
th^  fouthward,  and,  inltead  of  approaching  a 
warmer  climate,  were  again  to  combat  thofe 
terrible  blafts  which  had  tilled  the  moft  intrepid 
with  confternation.  Meanwhile  th^^meii  were 
fickening  and  dying  apace.  ThreeS^s  before 
this  difcovery  of  land,  the  Severn  and  Pearl  had 
feparated,  nor  did  they  ever  fee  them  more ; 
whence  they  concluded  that  thefe  fliips  had  been 
daflied  on  the  fhore  in  the  night. 

Filled  with  the  moft  defponding  thoughts,  they 
flood  away  to  the  fouth-weft,  and  for  fome  days 
had  as  favourable  weather  as  could  be  expe^ed  j 
but  on  the  24th  of  April,  the  wind  again  blew  a 
perfect  ftorm,  and  four  other  fliips  of  the  fqua- 
dron  feparated,  nor  did  any  of  them  rejoin  the 
commodore  till  his  arrival  at  Juan  Fernandez.  In 
this  tempeft  the  Centurion  had  her  fails  rent  to 
pieces,  and  moft  of  her  rigging  broke. 

This  total  and  almoft  inllantaneous  feparation 
Was  the  more  wonderful,  as  they  had  kept  toge-  ^ 
ther  for  feven  weeks,  through^  all  the  reiterated 
tempefts  of  this  turbulent  climate.    The  crew  of 
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the  Centurion  now  began  to  refle6l  that  tlirir 
pallage  would  probably  he  iliortcr,  as  they  were 
no  longer  retarded  by  the  misfortunes  of  oth('r 
ihips ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  they  knew  that 
they  were  (x poled  to  danger  without  the  polii- 
bility  of  reliel  from  others  j  and  in  cafe  of  their 
being  driven  on  ihore,  they  had  no  profpedt  but 
of  ending  tlieir  days  on  that  defolate  coatt. 

Thefcurvy,  which  had  long  begun  to  make  its 
inroads,  now  fprend  tofueh  an  aflonilhing  degree, 
that  it  carried  off  no  lefs  than  forty-three  of  the 
Centurion's  crew  only,  in  the  month  of  April, 
and  double  that  number  in  May.  The  nume- 
rous forms  in  which  this  deftru6tive  malady  at- 
tacks the  human  form,  are  as  aftoni thing  as  they 
are  unaccountable.  Scarcely  any  two  felt  it  in  a 
manner  exactly  fimilar.  Its  general  fymptoms, 
however,  were  large,  difcoloured  fpots  over  the 
whole  body,  fwelled  legs,  putrid  gums,  extraor- 
dinary laliitude,  and  a  deje6tion  of  fpirits  which, 
while  it  diimped  the  kind  afpirings  of  hope,  add- 
ed new  vigour  to  the  dillemper. 

It  often  produced  the  jaundice,  plcurifics, 
rheumatic  pains,  and  putrid  fevers  j  but  what  is 
moll  extraordinary,  it  opened  the  fears  of  wounds 
which  had  been  healed  for  feveral  years,  and  dif- 
folved  the  callus  of  bones  long  fihce  broken; 
fo  that  the  fra6lure  feemed  as  if  it  had  never  been 
confolidated. 

On  the  8th  of  May,  the  Centurion  arrived  off 
the  Ifland  of  Socoro,  the  firft  rendezvous  ap- 
pointed for  the  fquadron ;  here  fhe  cruifed  for 
feveral  days,  amidft  prodigious  fqualls,  in  one  of 
which,  accompanied  with  thunder,  the  lightning 
bur  ft  on  the  deck,  and  wounded  fcvejal  of  the 
officers  and  men, 

To 
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To  recite  all  the  difafters  and  terrors  thefe  un- 
fortunate mtn  underwent,  would  be  painful  to 
hiiinaiiify.  Their  evils  teemed  to  be  increafing 
till  the  22d  of  May,  when  the  fury  of  all  the 
ftorins  they  had  hitherto  experienced,  feemcd  to 
bi  united,  and  to  have  confpired  for  their  de- 
ftruttion.  Almoft  all  the  fails  of  the  Centurion 
were  now  fplit  and  her  rigging  broke;  while  a 
mountainous  lea  gave  her  fuch  a  prodigious  Ihock, 
that  the  ballalt  and  llores  fliifting,  threw  her  ou 
one  tide. 

By  this  tremendous  blow,  the  people  were 
thrown  into  the'utmoft  conllernation,  from  tlie 
dread  of  immediately  foundering;  but  the  wind 
abating,  they  fet  about  repiiring  the  dnmage, 
and  while  thus  employed,  were  driven  ailiore  on 
the  Ifland  of  Chilo-  .  Providenee  once  more  fa- 
Tonred  them :  they  got  again'  into  deep  v.  ater 
with  all  hands  employed  j  even  the  chaplain  af- 
lifted  at  the  helm. 

This  was  the  laft  ftorm  they  met  with  In  this  cli- 
mate. Alter  a  fortnight's  cruife,  without  feeing 
any  of  the  other  Ihips,  the  Centurion  bore-  away 
for  Juan  Fernandez,  as  the  only  chance  ct  faring 
the  remainder  of  the  crew  from  perifhin*^  at  H^a. 
At  this  period  indeed  generally  four  or  live  died 
daily. 

Standing  diredly  for  the  iiland,  they  were  fo 
unfortunate  as  not  to  find  it  in  the  polition  they 
cxpefted ;  and  though  the  commodore  was  firm- 
ly perfuaded  that  he  defcried  it  on  the  28th,  his 
officers  fuppofing  it  to  be  only  a  cloud,  he  was 
induced  to  ftand  to  the  eallward  in  the  parallel 
of  the  place  j  and  on  g  uning  a  view  of  the  Con- 
tinent of  Chili  two  days  atter,  had  the  mortificc  • 
tion  to  find,  that  they  had  needlefsly  altered  their 
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courfe,  when  jull  on  the  point  of  making  the 
iiland. 

This  new  difapolntment  fpread  univerfal  de- 
jeftion,  and  exacerbated  the  virulence  of  dif- 
ealc.  Nor  was  the  miftake  to  be  remedied  bat 
with  much  delay.  Th,e  winds  and  calms  were 
now  equally  uniavourable  for  regaining  the  poll- 
tion  they  had  loft.  They  fptnt  nine  days  in  cf- 
fefting  thlsj  and  v^hen  they  faw  the  wilhed-for 
Iiland  of  Jaan  Fernandez,  not  more  than  ten 
foremaft  men  in  a  watch  were  capable  of  doing 
their  duty.  Between  fevcnty  and  eighty  men 
fell  martyrs  to  this  protracted  courfe  at  fea  5  yet 
^t  will  appear  in  the  fequel,  that  to  this  very 
caufe  it  is  to  be  afcribed,  that  the  means  of  pre- 
ferving  the  furvivors  were  not  wholly  loft.  So 
ignorant  is  mankind  of  what  will  ultimately  be 
for  their  good,  anJMb  kind  is  Providence  in  often 
denying  what  we  moft  anxioufly  crave  ! 

The  light  of  land,  it  might  have  been  fuppofed, 
would  have  had  a  reviving  eft'e6i  on  the  moft  reduc- 
ed J  yet  fuch  was  the  general  debility  of  the  crew, 
that  it  was  with  the  utmoil  difficulty  a  fufficient 
llrength  could  be  muftered  to  bring  the  Ibip  to 
anchor.  Three  months  before,  the  Centurion  had 
between  four  or  five  hundred  men  in  health  and 
full  vigour ;  but,  by  the  diftreffes  they  had  un- 
dergone, fcarcely enough  remained  tomantheihip. 
The,  dreadful  fate  which  attended  this  expedi- 
tiop",  however,  has  taught  fucceeding  mariners  to 
feize  the  proper  fealon  for  attempting  this  diffi- 
cult navigation,  and  poflerity  will  profit  by  the 
experience  of  Anfon. 

When  the  miferable  vi6tims  of  difeafe  faw  the 
vegetables  and  water,  for  which  they  panted,! 
within  their  view^  it  is  impoflible  to  defcribe  the 

tranfports 


anson's   VOYAGR.  K).! 

triinTports  they  expreiftkl.  T\u:  liinorlnn  of  tJie 
voyage  very  elc;gantly  obiervcs,  **  That  tliolc  on- 
ly who  \\[\\t'.  eiuinrcj  a  long  leiies  of  third,  and 
c:;n  rcnchly  ircal  the  dclirc  and  agitation  which 
the;  iilecis  ali)nc  of  rpriiig>i  and  brooks  have  at  thnt 
time  excited,  eui  jadi;e  of  the  emotion  with 
whic'li  ihey  eyed  a  large  calcade  of  the  uioll 
tnnl'pnrent  water,  which  precipitated  itfelf  from 
a  rock,  near  one  hundred  feet*  high,  at  a  fniall 
dilbnce  from  the  lliip." 

One  of  the  lieutenants  was  early  difpatehed 

I  with  the  cutter  to  difcover  the  bay  they  fought 

for,  and  foon  returned  laden  with  feals  and  grafs. 

Even  graft  was  now  efteemed  a  delicacy,  and  was 

eaocrlv  devoured.  * 

I      ^         ' 

it  was  not  long  after  the  Centurion  had  been 
Iftcured  iu  her  dellined  llation  before  they  difco- 
htred  a  fail,  which  proved  to  be  the  Tr3'al  Hoop. 
iTIie  commodore  immediately  fent  fome  hands  to 
lalfift  her  to  come  to  an  anchor,  when  her  com- 
mander informed  him,  that  he  had  loft  thirty- 
Itour  n)en  out  of  his  fmall  complement,  and  that 
only  himfelf,  his  lieutenant  and  three  of  his  men, 
|wcre  able  to  ftand  by  the  fails. 

Anfon's  principal  attention  was  now  dlre<9:ed 
Ito  the  eredion  of  tents  on  lliore,  for  the  reception 
lof  the  lick.  It  was  fome  days,  however,  before 
fills  bufmefs  could  be  completed  ;  when  one  hun- 
dred and  hxty-feven  perfons  were  landed,  belides 
Itwelve  or  fourteen  who  died  in  the  boats  before 
pey  could  reach  the  ihore. 

h  was  nearly  three  weeks  before  the  mortality 
[ealed ;  and  for  the  firft  ten  or  twelve  days,  they 
pdom  buried  fewer  than  fix  daily,  and  thofe  who 
pvived  recovered  by  How  degrees. 

The 
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The  Ifland  of  Juan  Fernandez  has  been  fre- 
quently mentioned  in  forrnci'  voyages,  we  Ihall 
not  therefore  repeal  the  ddcription.  The  rom- 
modore  was  parucalary  induftiious  in  direding 
the  oafls  and  roads  to  be  furveyed  for  the  bene- 
fit of  future  navigators  j  and  his  obfervations, 
though  littlr  no^f;J,  Ihew  much  aocurncy  of  re- 
mark, and  a  laudable  defire  of  being  ufeful. 

The  goat.^  uitli  which  this  ifland  was  once 
abvuid::nti)^  flocked,  were  very  much  redaced  by 
a  breed  of  dogr.,  which  the  Spaniards  had  pur- 
pofely  turned  loofe  here  to  leflen  the  fupplies 
"which  the  buccaneers  ufed  to  derive  from  this  I 
place.  'Amorg  them,  however,  they  found  fonie 
of  a  molt  venerable  afpeft,  which,  from  having 
their  ears  flit,  they  kaew  to  have  been  formcriy 
caught  by  Selkirk  *. 

As  the  failors  could  feldom   kill  above  one  I 
goat  in  a  day,  and  grew  tired  of  fifli,  they  at  kill 
condefcended  to  eat  feals,  w^hich  by  degrees  they 
reliflied,  and  gave  their  flefli  the  appellation  of  | 
lamb. 

Befides  thefe,  which  are  very  numerous,  the  I 
fhores  of  this  ifland  are  repleniflied  with  another 
amphibious  animal,  the  fea-lion,  whofe  flelh  theyl 
ate  under  the  name  of  beef.  The  conformationl 
of  thefe  animals  refembles  the  feal  j  but  they  arcl 
much  larger.  When  full  grown,  they  are  lioml 
twelve  to  twenty  feet  in  length,  and  from  eight] 
to  fifteen  in  circumference  ;  and  are  fo  extreme- 
ly fat,  that  the  Inrgeft  of  them  frequently  yiekledj 
a  butt  of  oil.  Their  ikins  are  a  light  dun,  butl 
their  tails  ard  feet  are  black.    The  males  have  al 


•  See  the  voyage  of  Captain  Woodes  Rogers  in  the  prcced^ 
ing  volume. 
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large  trunk  or  fnout,  depending  fix  inches  below 
the  upper  jaw,  which  appendage  is  not  found  iij 
the  females. 

The  largeft  fea-lion  was  mafter  of  the  flock, 
and  kept  a  numerous  herd  of  females  to  himfelf, 
driving  off  all  competitors ;  from  whence  he  was 
appropriately  named  the  bafhaw.  During  fum- 
mer  they  keep  the  fea ;  but  come  on  ihore  the 
beginning  of  winter,  when  they  engender  and 
bring  forth  their  young. 

As  they  are  of  a  very  lethargic  difpolition,  it  is 
obferved  that  each  herd  places  fome  of  iis  males 
as  fentinels,  who  always  give  the  alarm  when- 
ever an  attempt  is  made  to  approach  or  moleft 
them.  The  males  had  often  furious  battles  with 
jeach  other,  chiefly  refpeding  their  mates. 

They  are  eafily  killed,  lince  their  motion  is  as 
I  unwieldy  as  can  be  conceived  j  yet  if  not  minded, 
they  are  capable  of  doing  much  niifchief.  A 
failor  being  carelefsly  employed  in  Ikiiuiing  a 
young  one,  the  female,  from  which  it  was  taken, 
approachei^  him  unperceived,  and  feizing  his 
head,  notched  the  Ikull  fo  dreadfully  with  her 
teeth,  that  the  unfortunate  man  died  in  a  few 
days,  in  fpite  of  medical  aflillunce. 

But  the  moft  delicious  repafl  they  found  here 
Iwas  filli,  with  which  thcr  bay  was  plentifully 
Iftored.  The  fpecies  are  very  numerous,  compre- 
Ihending,  among  various  others,  large  cod,  cava- 
lliers,  gropers,  congers  of  a  pecuUar  kind,  and 
Ibreams.  Even  fome  of  the  fea  crawfifli  weighed 
pight  or  nine  pounds :  thefe  were  of  a  moft  ex- 
pellent  flavour  and  very  nutritious. 

Some  time  elapfing,  and  no  Ihips  making  their 
Appearance,  the  commodore  began  to  defoair  of 
W  feeing  them  again.     However,  ou  the  26th 
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of  June,  they  defcried  the  Gloucefter,  and  as 
there  could  be  no  doubt  of  lier  diftreiied  Inua- 
tim,  a  boat  laden  with  refreihruents  A^as  ordered 
elf  to  her  aflilUnce.  Never  indeed  uas  a  crew 
in  more  fo^-lorn  circumflances.  Already  they 
had  committed  to  the  deep  two-thirds  of  their 
complerient,  and  fcarcely  one  was  capable  of  du- 
ty, lave  the  officers  and  lervants.  Their  water, 
after  being  lorg  at  fliort  allowance,  was  almoil 
Wiiolly  exhaufled  j  and,  in  ihort,  they  were  reduc- 
ed to  the  laft  extremities. 

Captain  Mitchel  was  under  the  neceiTity  of| 
detaining  the  boat's  crew,  as  he  had  not  futiicienti 
ftrength  to  navigate  the  Ihip  ;    yet  with  all  thdr| 
exertions  they  were  a  fortnight  attempting  to 
come  in,  without  being  able  to  fetch  the  road, 
On  the  ()th  of  July,  fiie  was  obferved  ib'etchijigj 
away  to  the  eaftward,  with  a  defign,  as  was  fip- 
pofed,  of  getting  to  the  fouthward  of  the  illajid;j 
but  as  Ihe  did  not  appear  for  nearly  a  week,  tin  y 
were  under  the  moll  terrible  apprehcnfions  lur| 
her  late.     On  the  Hith  Ihe  was  again  feen  mak- 
ing fignals  of  difirefs,  when  the  long  boat  Mas | 
lent  otf  with  water  and  refrelhnients,  with  po!i- 
tive  orders  to  return  directly.      But  the  weatlierl 
])roving  flormy,  it  was  three  days  b'^fore  they  ]i;id 
a  light  of  her  again,  M'hen  with  difficulty  flie  was 
towed  into  the  harbour  by  the  cutter. 

The  commodore   now  received   tlie  anV.(5tind 
news  that  the  Gloucefter  had  fcarcely  a  n]aii  in 
health  on  board,  except  the  few  he  had  fcnt.ii 
iirft  light  otf  to  her,  and  that  the  mortalitv  wasl 
extreme. 

Thefe  calamities  were  the  more  deplorahlej 
as  they  feemed  irremediable  -,  for  this  diftreilldl 
vellcl  had  already  fpent  a  month  in  endeavour- 
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Ing  to  fetch  the  bay,  and  was  no  farther  advanc- 
ed than  the  firft  day  ihe  attempted  it ;  and  the 
people  on  board  began  to  be  overwhelmed  with 
delpair.  But  this  very  day  her  fituation  became 
more  defperate  than  ever }  for  after  llie  had  re- 
ceived the  laft  fupply  of  refrelliments,  Ihe  once 
more  difappeared.  Thus  were  the  miferable  men 
in  this  velfel  bandied  about  within  a  few  leagues 
of  fecurity  and  plenty,  without  being  able  to 
reach  them. 

At  laA,  on  the  23d  of  July,  llie  was  again  feen 
to  open  the  north-weft  point  of  the  bay  with  a 
flowing  fail  j  when  the  commodore  difpatching 
all  his  boats  to  her  alfiftance,  Ihe  was  within  an 
hour  fafely  anchored  by  the  Centurion. 

Her  crew  by  this  time  was  reduced  to  eighty, 
and  the  greateft  part  of  thofe  was  deplorably  ill. 
However,  by  prompt  aflillance  they  were  in  ge- 
neral reftored  to  health  in  a  much  Ihorter  fpace 
than  thofe  had  been  who  were  landed  from  the 
Centurion. 

After  taking  care  of  the  lick,  the  commodore 
dlici^ed  his  attention  to  watering  and  cleaninp- 
his  Ihip,  under  the  idea  of  being  obliged  fpeedily 
to  leave  the  illand  j  for  on  their  lirft  landing, 
they  difcovered  recent  traces  of  the  Spaniards, 
and  as  it  was  apprehended  they  might  fpeedily 
return.  Indeed  as  the  fole  bufinefs  of  the  Spa- 
niards at  fea  was  to  intercept  the  Englifh  fqua- 
idron,  it  was  moft  probable  they  would  watch 
this  ifland  as  the  likelieft  place  to  meet  their  ob- 
jeft.  Every  thing  requilite  for  the  early  recom- 
itiencement  of  their  voyage  was  expedited,  and 
before  the  arrival  of  the  Gloucefter  they  had 
aade  very  confiderable  progrcii. 
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Captiiin  Mitchel  informed  the  commodore, 
that  in  his  laft  abfence  he  had  been  forced  as  tar 
us  Mafa  Fuero,  a  fmall  illand^  about  t\venty.t\vo 
leagues  from  Juan  Fernandez,  and  obferving 
fome  water,  he  had  endeavoured  to  procure  a  fup- 
ply,  but  in  vain,  on  account  of  the  iurf.  Though 
this  ifland  had  been  always  rcpreftnted  as  pcr- 
it&.\y  lleril.  Captain  Mitchel  found  it  covered 
with  trees  and  verdure,  and  thought  it  probable 
that  it  might  aftbrd  fome  anchoring  place. 

This  defcription  gave  rile  to  a  conie6ture  that 
fome  of  the  milling  Ihips  might  have  fallen  in 
with  that  ifland,  and  miflnken  it  for  the  true 
place  of  rendezvous.  To  afcertain  this,  the  Tr ,  - 
al  was  fitted  for  fea,  and  ordered  to  explore  it. 

On  the  l6th  of  Auguft,  after  giving  her  whol- 
ly up  for  loll,  the  Anna  Pink,  their  vi^hialler, 
was  ^ifcovered  coming  in.  Her  arrival  diflured 
univerfal  joy ;  and  each  Ihip's  company  was  im- 
mediately reftored  to  a  full  allowance  of  bread, 
which  had  been  fufpended,  from  a  prefumptioii 
that  they  had  no  relburces  of  this  kind  to  expcd. 

It  appeared  that  the  Anna  had  been  fome  time 
in  port,  on  which  account  her  crew  exhibited 
little  appearance  of  debility  or  dillrefs.  On  the 
lOih.  of  May  they  fell  in  with  land,  in  45  deg. 
15  min.  Ibuth  latitude;  and  a  few  hours  after, I 
dropped  anchor  otF  the  Ifland  of  Inchin.  i^till, 
however,  they  continued  driving,  and  feeing  no 
appearance  of  a  harbour  along  the  coalt,  they  ex- 
pected every  moment  to  be  dafhed  on  the  rocks 
which  lined  it.  Juft  as  they  were  in  the  inftant 
expectation  of  the  Ihip's  ftriking,  they  oblerveda| 
fmall  opening  in  the  land,  which,  on  entering, 
proved  to  be  a  clxaiinel  between  an  UidnU  and! 
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the  continent.  Here  they  anchored  in  fecurity, 
anil  nil  their  horrors  v'anilhcd. 

The  frelh  provitions  which  tiiey  found  in  thii 
vicinity  Ipeedily  rellored  the  health  of  the  crew, 
who  liad  begun  to  fall  with  the  fcurvy.  Delica- 
cies, iiid*ied,  they  could  not  expert :  their  vegeta- 
bles were  nettle  tops  and  celery  j  they  had  plenty 
ot'  gee/e,  ihags,  and  penguins  j  and  the  fea  af- 
forded cockles  and  mufcles  in  abundance. 
Though  it  was  tiie  depth  of  winter,  the  trees 
were  not  deliitute  of  verdure,  nor  was  the  climate 
fo  inliofpitable  as  the  Spanilli  hiftorians  have 
given  out. 

There  feem  to  be  but  few  inhabitants  on  this 
coaft.  During  the  time  that  the  Anna  lay  here, 
they  only  faw  one  Indian  family,  con  lifting  of  a 
man,  his  wife,  and  two  children.  Thefe  people 
were  detained  on  board,  left  they  ihould  difcover 
the  fliip  to  the  Spaniards  j  but  their  lituation  was 
made  as  comfortable  as  poflible ;  and  except  re- 
ftraint,  perhaps  they  were  much  better  provided 
for  than  ever  they  had  been  before.  The  love  of 
liberty,  however,  fo  natural  to  man,  made  the 
Indian  attempt  an  efcape,  in  which  he  fucceeded 
by  the  favour  of  a  dark  night.  He  feemed  a 
perlbn  of  good  natural  parts ;  and  the  manner  in 
which  he  eluded  the  vigilance  of  his  keepers, 
proved  that  he  was  not  wanting  in  the  art  of 
dexterous  management. 

After  the  Anna  had  refreOied  her  crew  in  this 
fituaticn,  and  taken  in  wood  and  water,  Ihe  pro" 
ceeded  for  the  rendezvous  at  Juan  Fernandez, 
where,  as  has  already  been  mentioned,  Ihe  arrived 
in  fafety.  Only  three  fhips  were  now  milling,  the 
iievern,  the  Pearl,  and  the  Wager  ftore-lhip. 
The  two  tirft  had  parted  company  off  Cape  Noir, 
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and  put  back  to  the  Brafils  j  the  latter,  as  it  af- 
terwards appeared,  had  the  misfortune  to  be 
wrecked,  while  feme  of  her  fnrviving  crew  r;m 
through  a  feries  of  adventures  almolt  without  a 
parallel  *.  The  coaft  where  the  Wager  was  loft, 
It  appeared,  was  not  more  than  thirty  leagues  dif- 
tant  from  the  harbour  where  the  Anna  Pink  lay 
at  the  fame  time.  Had  this  circumftance  been 
known,  how  much  mifery  might  have  been 
faved  !  It  is  even  faid  that  the  evening  gun,  fired 
by  the  Anna,  was  heard  by  the  miierable  iliip- 
wrecks  at  Wager  Ifland. 

It  has  been  previoufly  mentioned,  that  the 
Tryal  iloop  had  been  fent  to  the  Illand  of  Mafa 
Fucro,  called  the  leffer  Juan  Fernandez,  by  the 
Spaniards,  to  look  after  the  miffing  iliips  j  but  flic 
foon  returned  without  making  any  difcoveries. 
In  the  interim  the  Anna  Pink  had  come  in.  On 
unloading  this  vefl'el  it  was  found,  that  great 
part  of  the  provifions  was  fpoiled  by  the  fea  wa- 
ter, and  that  the  Ibip  was  unfit  for  farther  fer- 
vice.  The  crew  was  therefore  transferred  on 
board  the  Glouceller.  Indeed  the  whole  com- 
plement belonging  to  the  three  thips,  was  not 
fufficient  to  man  the  Centurion  alone. 

As  the  feafon  for  navigating  thefe  feas  ap- 
proached, every  exertion  was  made  to  get  the 
iliips  ready.  On  the  8th  of  September,  they  dii- 
covered  a  fail  Handing  in  for  the  ifland,  which  at 
firft  was  imagined  to  be  one  oi  the  miffing  fliips; 
but  on  her  afterwards  lieering  an  ealtern  courle, 
file  was  known  to  be  a  Spaniard.  The  Centuri- 
on immediately  put  to  fea,  in  order  to  come  up 
with  her;  but  next  morning  they  had  the  morti- 

*  S;e  Byron's  Narrative,  volume  tc«  of  this  work. 
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fication  to  find  that  llie  was  not  difcoverable 
from  the  mall  head.  However,  on  the  12th,  an- 
other Tail  came  in  light,  which  was  captured  at 
the  firil  tire.  She  proved  to  be  the  Nueltra  Senora 
del  Monte  Carmelo,  laden  with  fugar,  cloth, 
cotton,  and  tobacco  j  bolides  fome  trunks  of 
wrought  plate,  and  a  conliderable  quantity  of 
fpecie  in  dollars. 

From  letters  difcovered  on  board  this  lliip,  and 
oral  information  received  from  the  prifoners,  the 
force  and  deilination  of  Admiral  Pizarros  fqua- 
dron  was  afcertaincd  with  precilion,  and  great  as 
the  misfortunes  were  which  attended  Anton's 
fquadron,  it  was  found  that  thofe  of  Pizarro  were 
not  lels. 

On  the  25th  of  September,  the  Centurion  faw 
two  fail  to  the  eaftward,  and  giving  chace,  came 
clofe  up  to  one,  and  was  about  to  lire ;  when  the 
prudence  of  Anfpn  fuggefted  to  him  to  hail  the 
chace  in  Spanilh,  on  which  Mr.  Hughes,  lieute- 
nant of  the  Tryal,  anfwered  in  Englilh  j  and  in- 
formed them  that  tins  vefl'el  was  a  prize  to  the 
Tryal,  taken  fome  days  ago ;  that  llie  was  about 
fix  hundred  tons  burd  ui,  and  had  nearly  the  fame 
kind  of  lading  as  the  Carmelo. 

The  Tryal,  which  had  taken  this  lliip,  after 
a  very  long  chace,  had  now  the  misfortune  to 
fpring  her  main  maft,  and  in  other  relpe6ts  was 
in  great  diftrefs.  This  was  the  more  deplorable 
as  the  wind  blew  too  haixi  for  any  boat  to  live* 
that  might  be  fent  to  her  aliiftance.  The  com- 
modore, however,  lay  to  for  forty-eight  hours,  in 
order  to  fuccour  this  dillreired  Ihip,  as  fcon  as 
the  weather  would  permit. 

Acalmfucceeding,the  captain  of  the  Tryal  came 
on  board  the  commodore,  on  the  27th,  when  it  ap- 
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peared  that  hi  s  fhip  was  i  ncapable  of  being  repaired, 
under  their  prclent  circumftnncef? ;  and  then^forr, 
to  keep  up  their  apparent  force,  the  Spanifii  prize 
w^s  manned  with  the  Tryal's  crew,  and  the  ibrcs 
and  valuables  being  transferred  on  board  the  for- 
mer, the  latter  was  fcuttled  and  funk.  This  new 
acceffion  to  the  fquadron  was  called  the  Inal's 
Prize. 

Cruifing  orders  having  been  iflued  to  the  dif- 
ferent Ihips,  the  commodore  took  his  ftation  oil 
Valparaifo;  but  waiting  fome  time  without  fee- 
ing any  of  his  conforts,  he  refolved  to  join  Cap- 
tain Mitchel  off  Paita,  in  order,  by  uniting  their 
ftrength,  to  be  able  to  give  a  w^arm  reception  to 
any  fliips  that  might  be  fitted  out  againft  them 
at  Callao. 

With  this  view,  ftanding  to  the  northwa/d,  on 
the  5th  of  November,  they  came  in  fight  of  the 
high  land  of  Barranca,  and  foon  had  the  fatisliic- 
tion  to  capture  the  Santa  Terefa  de  Jefus,  a  vd- 
fel  of  three  hundred  tons,  bound  from  Guiaquil 
to  Callao.  Her  cargo  was  not  very  valuable  to 
the  Engliih  j  for  as  the  Spaniards  had  ftrift  or- 
ders never  to  ranfom  their  fhips,  many  articles 
being  ufelefs  or  cumbrous  to  the  captors,  were  of 
no  other  advantage  to  them,  than  as  their  lofi 
diftreflfed  the  enemy. 

Befides  the  crew,  there  were  ten  paflengers  on 
board  this  new  prize,  among  whom  were  a  mo- 
ther and  two  daughter,  the  eldeft  twenty  one, 
tlie  youngeft  fourteen.  Thefe  women  were  ex- 
tremely terrified  at  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
Kiiglilii,  whom  they  had  been  taught,  by  an  art- 
ful policy,  to  confider  as  i\ie  molt  barbarous  and 
brutal  of  mankind.  The  former  outrages  of  the 
buccaneers  probably  gave  forae  colour  to  the  iu- 
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limiations  of  priefts  to  the  prejudice  of  our 
countrymen  j  and  it  was  uitU  great  difficulty., 
that  there  unfortunate  females  could  be  brought 
to  repofe  any  confidence  in  the  profellions  that  were 
made  them  of  fafety  and  honourable  treatment. 
The  uncommonbeauty  of  the  youngefl  heighten- 
ed their  apprehenfions :  at  firll  they  hid  them- 
Iclves,  and  could  fcarcely  be  perfuaded  to  come 
to  the  light ;  but  the  commodore  having  ordered 
their  former  apartments  to  be  prefcrved  inviolate 
lur  them,  and  the  Spanilh  pilot  to  a6t  as  their 
protcdor,  they  gradually  recovered  from  their 
confternation,  and  fcemed  to  entertain  a  grateful 
leiife  of  the  companionate  and  honourable  behu' 
viour  they  had  experienced. 

The  Centurion  being  now  joined  by  her  con- 
forts,  they  proceeded  to  the  northward,  fpreading 
in  fuch  a  manner  that  it  was  hardly  polfible  for 
any  of  the  enemy's  velfels  to  efcape  them.  No- 
thing, however,  occurred  for  fome  days.  Being 
now  in  about  eight  degrees  fouth  latitude,  they 
began  to  be  attended  by  a  vaft  number  of  bonitos 
and  flying-filh,  which  they  had  feen  lall  on  the 
coa(t  of  Bralil ;  hence  it  appeared,  that  thefe  filli 
extended  to  a  much  higher  latitude  on  the  eall 
than  on  the  weft  lide  of  the  South  American 
continent,  which  may  be  afcribed  to  the  differ 
rent  degrees  of  heat.  Indeed  the  temperature  of 
a  place  depends  more  on  local  circumllances  than 
its  proximity  to  the  equator.  Thus  it  was  found, 
that  though  the  coaft  of  Brafil  is  extremely  ful- 
try,  yet  the  coaft  of  the  South  Sea,  in  the  fame 
latitude,  is  perhaps  as  temperate  e^s  any  part  of 
the  globe. 

On  the  coaft  of  Peru,  and  even  under  the 
I  equinoctial  itfdf,  every  circutnftance  confpired  to 
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render  tlie  open  air  and  day  light  dcfirahlc.  In 
this  delightful  climate,  the  fun  never  darts  hit 
^  ivid  beams,  and  the  rains  never  fall.  The  orl) 
of  day  rarely  ihines  out,  but  there  is  conftantly  a 
cheerful  grey  iky,  juft  fufficient  to  fcreen  the  fun 
and  to  mitigate  the  violence  of  h^s  perpendicular 
rays,  without  tinging  the  light  with  a  melancho- 
ly hue. 

It  IS  not  to  be  doubted  that  this  happy  com- 
plexion of  the  heavens  is  chiefly  owing  to  the 
vicinity  of  the  Andes,  which  intercept  the  caflern 
winds,  and  by  having  their  tops  covered  with 
fnow,  keep  a  large  part  of  the  atmofphere  per- 
petually cool.  Thei'e  mountains,  by  fpreadiiig 
the  influence  of  their  frozen  crefts  to  the  neigh- 
bouring coafts  and  feas  of  Peru,  are  unqueftiona- 
bly  the  caufe  of  the  happy  temperature  and  equa- 
bility that  prevails  there  j  and  which  are  not 
found  where  their  chain  is  difccntinued. 

On  the  10th  of  November,  the  commodore  be- 
ing oft'  Lobos  faw  a  fail,  and  fent  Lieutenant 
Brett  to  attack  her.  She  fl:ruck  on  the  firft  vol- 
ley of  fmall  (hot,  and  proved  to  be  the  Nueftra 
Senora  del  Carmin,  deeply  laden  with  fteel,  iron, 
cedar,  pepper,  cinnamon,  and  other  valuable  com- 
modities, the  prime  coft  of  which  amounted  to 
more  than  four  hundred  thoufand  dollars. 

From  the  paflTengers  on  board  this  veflel.  Lieu- 
tenant Brett  obtained  fome  important  informa- 
tion, from  which  it  appeared  that  the  Gloucefter 
had  chafed  a  veflel  into  Paita  a  few  days  before, 
and  that  the  coafl:  was  alarmed  j  in  confequence  I 
of  which,  much  treafure  had  been  removed  to  an 
inland  place,  named  Piura  j  but  that  a  conlidera-| 
ble  quantity  of  money  ftill  remained  in  the  cuf- 
tom  houfe  of  Paita,  which  was  about  to  be  lbip*| 
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The  commodore  finding  they  were  dlfcovcred, 
knew  that  cruiling  with  any  realbnable  prolped 
of  advantage  was  now  at  an  end  j  and  therelore 
determined  to  lurprile  Paita  that  very  night. 

On  minutely  enquiring  into  the  llrength  of 
the  place,  he  found  that  it  had  no  other  protec- 
tion than  the  fort ;  that  the  garrifon  confined  of 
only  one  weak  company;  and  that  the  town 
could  not  arm  more  than  three  hundred  men.  To 
aclagaiufl  this  force,  he  picked  out  fifty-eight  men 
well  furniflied  with  arms  and  ammunition  j  and 
putting  them  on  hoard  the  boats,  gave  the  com- 
mand of  the  expedition  to  Lieutenant  Jirett. 
Two  Spanilh  pilots  were  tocondu6tthe  party  to 
the  moll  convenient  landing  place,  and  to  dire<!^ 
them  on  fliore ;  and  to  fecure  the  fidelity  of  thefe 
guides,  the  prifoners  were  informed  that  they 
Ihouid  be  all  fet  at  liberty  on  the  faithful  dif"- 
charge  of  their  office ;  while  the  pilots  were  given 
to  und' rftand,  that  if  they  were  guilty  of 
treachery  6r  mifcondu«St,  they  fiiould  inftantly  be 
iliot,  and  their  countrymen  carried  prifoners  to 
England. 

Matters  b<  ng  thus  arranged,  the  boats  put 
cfF,  and  arri-  d  at  the  mouth  of  the  bay  before 
they  were  pei  ived  j  but  fome  perfong,  on  board 
aveffel  riding  at  anchor  there,  quickly  fpreading 
the  alarm  to  the  town,  the  whole  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes was  fecn  by  the  lights  to  be  in  motion. 

Brett  encouraged  his  men  to  a6t  with  vigour, 
and  to  allow  the  enemy  a%  little  time  as  polfible 
to  prepare  for  their  defence;  but  before  they 
I  could  reach  the  lliore,  a  gun  was  dirc6ted  againft 
the  landing  place,  which,  however,  was  fired 
without  doing  them  any  damage.  Before  a  fe- 
|Cond  gun  could  be  difcharged,  they  had  made 
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good  their  landing  ;  and  being  condu6led  by  the  I 
pilots  into  a  narrow  ftreet,  where  theywere  Ihel- 
tered  from  the  fire  of  the  fort,  they  formed  in  the 
Dell  manner  they  could,  and  inftantly  marched  to 
the  f(]uare,  in  which  the  governor's  houfe  and 
the  fort  were  fituated.  The  vociferation  of  the 
failors,  the  noife  of  the  drums,  and  the  darkucfs 
of  the  night,  all  ferved  to  convey  to  the  enemy 
the  idea  of  a  much  fuperior  force,  and  made  them 
lather  think  of  flight  than  refiftance.  However, 
the  merchants  who  owned  the  treafure  then  in 
town,  and  a  few  of  their  partizans,  had  ranged] 
themfelves  round  the  governor's  houfe,  and  dif- 
charged  a  volley  j  but  they  quickly  abandoned  | 
their  poll. 

On  this  fuccefs  the  lieutenant  divided  hismeni 
into  two  parties,  one  of  which  was  to  endeavourl 
to  fecure  the  governor,  the  other  to  march  againlll 
the  fort.  The  fort  was,  to  their  great  furprife| 
and  pleafure,  entered  without  the  leaft  oppofi- 
tion }  and  in  lefs  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  froml 
their  firft  landing,  they  were  in  pofleffion  of  thcl 
place  with  the  lofs  of  only  one  man  killed  and! 
two  wounded. 

Guards  were  now  placed  at  the  fort  and  thcl 
governor's  houfe,  and  fentinels  ftationed  at  the! 
different  avenues  of  the  town,  both  to  prcventl 
furprife  and  embezzlement.      The  governor  had) 
efcaped  half  naked  among  the  reft  of  the  fugi-j 
tives,  leaving  his  wife,  a  young  lady  of  about| 
feventeen  years  of  age,  to  whom  he  had  beer 
married  only  a  few  days,  to  be  carried  off  by  i 
couple  of  fentinels,  in  her  bed  clothes,  juft  as  the 
detachment  arrived  before  the  houfe.      The  k\i 
inhabitants  who  remained  in  the  tpwn  were  conj 
iined  in  one  of  the  churches  under  a  guard,  t^ 
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cept  fome  ftout  negroes,  who  were  employed  in 
allifting  to  convey  the  treal'ure  from  the  cullom 
Ijoafe  to  the  fort. 

Though  the  party  was  a6tively  employed  all 
night  in  fecuring  the  fpoils,  they  could  not  be 
prevented  from  entering  the  houfes  which  lay  in 
there  way  j  and  as  moft  of  the  inhabitants  had 
ied  naked,  they  eafily  furnilhed  themfelves  with 
Spanilh  dreffes,  which  being  generally  very  (liowy, 
made  a  truly  grotcfque  appearance  over  dirty 
jackets  and  trowfers.  Some  had  even  equipped 
themfelves  in  women's  gowns  and  petticoats, 
which,  provided  they  were  fine,  feemed  to  pleafe 
3s  well  as  the  mafculine  attire.  In  fliort  Mr. 
Brett  could  fcarcely  know  his  own  men;  fo 
much  had  they  metamorphofed  themfelves. 

When  morning  opened,  the  Ihips  were  ap- 
proaching Paita  under  an  eafy  fail,  and  had  thc^ 
piealure  to  fee  the  Engliih  flag  flying  on  the  fort. 
Some  of  the  treafure  was  now  fent  on  board  the 
Centurion,  and  every  exertion  was  ufed  to  col- 
left  and  fecure  the  whole.  Meanwhile  the  ene- 
my affembled  from  all  parts  of  the  country  on  a 
liill  behind  the  town,  and  with  them  were  two 
hundred  horfe  apparently  well  equipped.  They 
paraded  with  great  oftentation,  pra6tiflng  every 
«rt  to  intimidate  the  party  on  (hore,  and  to  make 
jthem  abandon  the  town  before  the  pillage  was 
completed. 

The  bufinefsj  however,  was  carried  on  with 
much  expedition,  and  the  enfuing  night  every 
recaution  was  taken  to  prevent  a  furprifal.  It 
as  now  found  of  what  confequence  it  would 
ave  been  to  have  fecured  the  governor.  Man^ 
arehoufes  wore  filled  with  rich  commodities 
liich  could  nqt  b€  received  on  board;    and 
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thouglrmeflrages  were  iViiit  to  the  governor  to  of- 
fer the  ranlbm  of  the  town  on  the  moll  moderate  I 
terms,  he  was  fo  arrogant  that  he  would  not  even  I 
deign  to  return  an  anlwer. 

The  third  night  that  the  Englifti  had  been  in  I 
poirellion  of  this  place,  they  were  given  to  under- 
Itand  that  the  Spaniards,  who  had  now  collected 
a  formidable  force,  meant  to  llorm  it  j  but  the 
vigilance  and  precaution  which  the  enemy  faw 
ufed  to  counteract  their  defigns,  damped  their] 
refolution  -,  and  the  night  paiied  in  quiet  as  be- 
fore. 

The  treafure  being  aUconveycd  on  board,  the! 
third  morning  was  employed  in  carryings  off  the! 
mod  valuable  effe6ts  remaining;  and  the  com-I 
raodore  intending  to  lail  in  the  afternoon,  the! 
Spanilli  prifoners,  to  the  number  of  eighty-eight»| 
were  fet  on  iliore.  Lieutenant  Brett  at  the  famel 
time  received  orders  to  burn  all  the  town  exceptl 
the  churches,  which  commilhon  he  executed  with) 
fudi  promptners,  that  the  whole  was  fpeedily  iii[ 
a  blaze. 

When  the  Spaniards  faw  the  Englifli  retreat- 
ing, they  made  a  faint  to  purfue  them ;  but  no 
fooner  had  Mr.  Brett  ordered  his  party  to  halt! 
and  face  them,  than  it  put  a  ilop  to  their  career! 

The  detachment  being  fafe  on  board,  the  comj 
modore  immediately  prepared  for  failing.  Ad 
coming  into  the.  bay,  he  found  fix  of  the  enej 
my's  veflels  at  anchor,  one  of  which  being  reputj 
ed  a  prime  failor,  he  reiblved  to  take  with  hiraj 
The  reit  were  fcuttled  and  funk.  The  commaiKT 
of  tlie  new  vefl'el  was  given  to  Mr.  Hughes,  tiij 
lieutenant  of  the  Tryal.  The  fquadron  was  no\i 
augmented  to  fix  fail,  the  whole  of  which  weigh] 
ed  and  ilood  out  for  fca, 
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Paitfl,  fo  often  devoted  to  plunder,  is  fituated 
in  a  barren  lull,  in  5  deg.  12  min.  Ibuth  latitude, 
ind  is  chiefly  valuable  tor  its  port,  efteemed  the 
bcft  on  that  part  of  the  coallj  and  is,  therefore, 
much  frequented  by  veli'cls  coming  from  the 
north.  The  town  does  not  contain  more  than 
two  hundred  houies,  which  are  principally  built 
of  Iplit  cane  and  mud,  and  thatched  with  leaves. 

Ihe  lofs  of  the  Spaniards,  by  the  deftrudion  of 
this  place,  was  very  considerable ;  fince  much 
valuable  property  was  confumed,  exclufive  of 
what  was  carried  away.  The  wrought  plate  and 
coin  a  mounted  to  thirty  thoiiiand  j>ounds  fterling, 
bciides  rings,  bracelets,  and  jewels,  whofe  value 
could  not  be  determined.  The  plunder,  that  be- 
came the  property  of  the  immediate  captors,  was 
alio  very  great  5  and,  on  the  whole,  this  was  the 
moft  important  acquilition  they  had  made. 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  all  the  pri- 
foners  were  liberated  at  Paita,  among  wliom  w  ere 
feme  perlbns  of  diftin6lion,  particularly  a  youth 
of  about  feventcen  years  of  age,  the  fon  of  the 
vice-prefjdent  of  the  council  of  Chili.  In  com- 
mon with  the  other  natives  of  thele  countries, 
he  had  been  prepofTefl'ed  with  the  moft  terrible 
ideas  of  the  cruelty  of  the  Englilh,  and  at  firft 
I  bemoaned  his  captivity  in  the  moft  moving  terms  j 
but,  by  the  reiterated  proofs  he  received  of  the 
commodore's  humanity  and  attention,  he  becatne 
fowell  reconciled,  and  feeuied  to  have  contract- 
ed fo  great  an  aflc6tion  for  him,  that  it  is  doubt- 
ed, whether  he  would  not  have  preferred  a  voy- 
age to  England,  to  his  being  immediately  fet  on 
liliore.  • 

Indeed,  to  the  honour  of  the  national  cliara6ler, 
Ibe  it  known,  that  the  prifoners  in  general,  from 
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the  treatment  they  had  experienced,  began' to 
entertain  very  favourable  fentiments  of  the  Eng- 
liili.    The  ladies,  in  particular,  were  fo  lenfible 
of  the  obligations  they  owed  him  for  his  delicate 
attention,  that  they  abfolutely  refiifed  being  let 
on  {hore,  till  they  had  perfonally  waited  on  him 
to  return  their  thanks.    Among  the  captives  was  j 
a  jefuit  of  fome  diftin6tion,  who  likewife  made 
his  acknowledgments  in  the  name  of  his  coun- 
trymen, and  declared,  that  he  ihould  feel  it  his  I 
duty  to  do  the  commodore's  chara6ter  jufticejl 
and  added,  that  his  condu^  towards  the  male  I 
prifoncrs  could  never  be  forgot,  but  that  his  be- 
haviour to  the  women  was  fo  ej^traordinary,  that  I 
he  doubted  whether  it  would  be  credited.    This) 
eccleliafiic,  it  feems,  as  well  as  the  other  prifon- 
crs, did  not  withhold  their  panegyric  when  they  I 
reached  Lima;    and  the  jefuit,  in  particular, 
Ihewed  a  delire  to  interpret  the  article  of  hisi 
church,  which  aflerts  the  impoliibility  of  hereticsl 
being  faved,  in  a  lax  and  hypothetical  fenfe,j 
when  he  contemplated  the  chara6ter  of  Anfon. 

Soon  after  they  left  Paita,  a  jealoufy  arofe  be- 
tween the  ihips  crews  and  the  party  on  fhore,  inl 
refpe6t  to  private  plunder,  which  was  carried  to| 
Co  great  a  height,  that  the  admiral  thought  fit  to 
interpofe  his  authority,  to  prevent  roifchievoii^ 
confequences.  He  fet  before  the  party,  who  had 
carried  the  town,  the  juttice  of  the  reil  partici*! 
pating  in  thefpoils  j  and,  ordering  the  whole  to 
be  produced  on  deck,  made  an  equitable  divifionJ 
according  to  rank  j  but  as  an  encouragement  ta 
thofe  who  had  behaved  fo  well  in  the  attack,  ba 
gave  his  own  entire  ihare  to  be  dillributed  amonj 
them.  / 


m 


AWSOWS  V0YA61. 


183 


This  troublefome  affair  being  adjufted  to  the 
fatisfadtion  of  all  thofe  who  were  capable  of  per- 
ceiving the  force  of  equity,  they  immediately 
after  had  the  good  fortune  to  fall  in  with  the 
Gloncefter,  whofe  captain  informed  them,  that 
during  his  abfence  he  had  taken  only  two  prizes, 
one  of  which  had  about  feven  thoufand  pounds 
in  fpecie  on  board,  while  the  other,  though  no 
more  than  a  launch,  carried  treafure  to  the 
amount  of  twelve  thoufand,  in  double  doubloon  A 
and  dollars,  curioully  concealed  in  cotton.  This 
treafure  was  going  to  Paita,  and  belonged  to  the 
merchants,  who  were  the  proprietors  of  the  great* 
eft  part  of  the  money  found  in  that  town. 

It  was  now  refolved  to  proceed  to  the  north  to 
I  crnife  for  the  Manilla  galleon,  which  was  known 
jto  be  at  fea  j  and  as  it  was  now  only  the  middle 
I  of  November,  and  that  veffel  was  not  expected 
January,  they  did  not  doubt  of  being  able  to 
Iwrive  foon  enough  to  intercept  her,  after  taking 
I  in  a  fupply  of  water  at  Quibo.  Two  of  the  prizes 
which  had  been  added  to  the  fquadron,  proving 
bcavy  failers,  were  ordered  to  be  ftripped  and 
I  burned. 

On  the  22d,  after  fomc  trivial  arrangements 
land  preparations,  they  paffed  the  equinodial, 
when,  ftanding  towards  the  ifthmus,  they  experi- 
jenced  an  extraordinary  alteration  of  the  climate* 
Ihaving.  frequent  calms  and  heavy  rains,  which 
Ifoon  made  it  neceflary  to  caulk  the  decks  and 
Ifides  of  the  Centurion. 

About  the  beginning  of  December  they  an- 
chored at  Quibo,  which  they  found  extremely 
«'ell  adapted  for  wooding  and  watering.  The 
i^hole  ifland,  except  one  part,  vifes  to  a  moderate 

linence^  and  its  furface  is  covered  with  woods 
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of  pc^rpetual  venlurr.  Among  the  trers  t!iej 
found  abuijdanceof  Cartin  ;  but,  notwitliftmding 
th«  climate  and  tlie  flu;ltcr  of  the  woods,  they 
faw  but  few  birds,  except  of  the  parrot  kind. 

The  animals  moll  plentiful,  were  monkeys  nnd 
gujjnoes,  which  they  frequently  killed  lor  food. 
They  faw  fome  herds  of  deer,  but  found  it  vcr/ 
diflicult  to  get  near  them. 

The  fea  is  infefted  with  a  great  number  of  al« 
ligators  of  an-  extraordinary  lize,  and  the  people 
often  obfervcd  a  large  kind  of  flat  ftlh,  which 
they  fuppofed  to  be  of  that  fpccies,  fo  fatwil  to  the 
pearl  divers,  by  clalping  them  in  its  fins.  While 
the  fliips  lay  at  anchor  here,  the  commodore,  with 
fome  attendants,  went  in  a  boat  to  ejiamine  a  bay 
to  the  northward,  and  afterwards  ranged  along 
the  eaftern  lide  of  the  illand.  On  the  north-eaft 
extremity  they  di [covered  a  cafcade,  fuperior  t9| 
any  thing  of  the  kind,  which  human  art  or  indul- 
try  had  ever  produced.  It  was  a  river  of  tran« 
fparent  water,  about  forty  yards  wide,  which  pre- 
cipitated itlelf  down  a  declivity  of  one  hundred | 
and  fifty  feet.  The  channel  down  which  it  flow- 
ed was  entirely  compofed  of  rocks,  whofe  broken  I 
fragments  kept  the  water  in  cpnflant  agitation. 
The  banks  were  beautifully  fringed  with  wood,| 
and  even  the  huge  maffes  of  rock  jvhich  over- 
hung the  water,  and  by  their  various  projedionsl 
formed  the  inequalities  of  the  channel^  were| 
clothed  with  lofty  fortft  trees. 

In  this  expedition  they  faw  no  inhabitants,  butl 
many  huts  on  the  fhore,  and  large  heaps  of  iinci 
mother  of  pearl,  which  had  been  left  by  the  pearil 
fllhcrs  from  Panama.  Thefe  oy iters  arc  large,[ 
but  very  tough  and  unpalatable.  Such  as  pro-l 
duce  the  beft  pearls  are  found,  at  a  coiifiderablcl 

depil^l 


AN  son's  votage.  185 

dfpth,  and  it  is  generally  feen,  that  the  pearl  par- 
lakes  of  the  quality  of  the  hot  torn. 

Negro  flavefi  are  employed  in  thefe  valuable, 
ihougii  dangerous,  lilheries  j  and  it  is  faid,  they 
iic  not  reckoned  complete  divers,  till  they  can 
jirotraft  their  (lay  under  water  fo  long,  that  the 
blood  gufhes  out  from  their  mouth,  nofe,  and 
cars ;  and  when  this  has  once  happened,  they 
praftife  their  vocation  with  more  facility  than  be- 
fore, nor  ever  are  fubje6l  to  a  repetition  of  tho 
fame  evacuations. 

Though  the  pearl  oyfter  was  no  veiy  tempting 
food,  yet  that  difappointment  was  amp'y  compen- 
fated  for  by  the  turtle,  which  is  here  found  in 
the  moll  exuberant  plenty,  and  the  greateft  per- 
feftion.  There  are  ufually  reckoned  four  fpecies ; 
the  loggerhead,  the  trunk-turtle,  the  havvkibill, 
and  the  green.  The  two  iirft  are  rank  and  un- 
wholefome  ;  the  hawklbill,  which  produces  the 
tortoifelhell,  is  fomewhat  better  j  but  the  green 
turtle  is  the  mod  delicious  of  all  animal  food, 
I  Df  thefe  they  procured  an  ample  fupply  ;  and,  in 
[general,  they  weighed  two  hundred  pounds. 

By  the  liberal  ufe  of  frelb  provifions  and  vege- 

I tables,  during  the  fpace  of  feven  months,  they 

buried  only  two  men ;  an  indifputable  proof  of 

the  ^ilubrity  of  the  climate,  and  the  wholefome- 

pefs  of  the  fare  on  which  they  fublifted. 

It  is,  hpwever,  remarkable,  that  notwithftand* 
ling  the  fcarcity  of  other  provifions  on  fome  parts 
of  this  coall,  the  Spaniards  Ihouid  hold  turtle  in 
lib  little  cftimation.  Moft  of  them  conlider  this 
kiqd  of  food  as  dangerous,  if  not  abfolutely  poi* 
Ifonous.  Some  of  the  Indian  and  negro  ilaves  on 
Iboard,  having  imbibed  the  prejudices  of  the  coun- 
Itry,  wprc  Jiitoniihed,  when  they  obfervcd  the  Eiig- 
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lifh  feeding  on  turtle  ;  and  it  was  not  till  after 
repeated  proofs  of  its  innocence,  that  they  would 
venture  to  tafte  it  themfclves.  However,  at  lalt 
they  began  to  relilh  it  extremely,  and  congratu- 
lated each  other  on  the  luxuries  and  plentiful  re- 
palls  that  it  would  always  be  in  their  power  to 
procure,  when  they  recovered  their  liberty. 

Having  left  Quibo  on  the  9th  of  December, 
they  next  day  took  a  I'mall  bark,  laden  with  rock 
fait  and  oakum.  On  the  I'iih,  they  came  up 
with  the  Glouceftcr,  which  had  feparated  from 
them  before  their  arrival  at  the  lalt  Ihition.  TLc 
commodore  now  delivered  fre(h  inllru6tions  to 
the  different  commanders,  and  appointed  new 
places  of  rendezvous,  in  cafe  of  feparation.  It 
was  particularly  recommended,  to  endeavour, 
with  all  polHble  difpatch,  to  get  to  the  north- 
ward of  the  harbour  of  Acapulco  j  and,  as  they 
expedited  to  fall  in  with  the  trade  wind,  they  did 
not  doubt  of  being  able  to  gain  this  flation  iti 
due  time.  However,  they  were  baffled,  for  near 
a  month,  by  tempelluous  weather  and  dead  calms; 
and,  at  length,  beginning  to  defpair  of  intercept- 
ing the  Manilla  Ihip,  they  gave  way  to  defpon- 
dency.  At  laft  they  ifell  in  with  the  trade  wind, 
which  ferved  to  revive  their  hopes  j  and  though 
the  ufual  tinje  of  the  galleon's  arrival  at  Acapal- 
CO  was  already  elapfed,  they  flattered  themielveS 
that  the  fame  caufes  which  delayed  their  pro- 
grefs,  might  have  detained  the  enemy  alfo. 

At  ten  at  night,  on  the  2Sth  of  January,  the 
Tryal's  prize  made  a  fignal  for  feeing  a  fail.  As 
no  body  doubted  but  what  they  faw  w:v,s  a  iliip's 
light,  they  were  animated  with  the  Ann  perfua- 
flon,  that  it  was  the  Manilla  galleon  ;  and  every 
preparation  was  accordingly  made,  which  hu-l 
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guinehopc  and  the  profpeft  of  immediate  wealth 
could  diftate  or  infpirc.  The  Centurion  prefl'ed 
fonvard  with  all  her  cauvafs ;  the  Glouccl^er  was 
directed  to  do  the  fame,  iuid  tlieu  ihey  chai'cd  the 
light,  under  tlxe  expertation  of  engaging  within 
the  fhort  fpace  of  half  an  hour.  Sometimes  they 
fancied  themfelves  witliin  a  mile  of  their  prize, 
at  others,  within  reach  of  their  guns  j  und  there 
were  not  wanting,  who  fancied  that  they  could 
perceive  her  fails.  The  commodore  himlelf  wag 
1o  fully  impreffed  with  the  belief  that  he  ihould 
ibon  come  up  with  the  chace,  that  he  ordered  the 
guns  to  be  ready  for  a  broadiide,  and  directed 
that  they  Ihould  not  fire  till  within  piftol  fliot. 

In  this  conllant  and  eager  expectation  they  re- 
mained all  night  j  but  when  morning  came  on, 
they  awaked  as  from  a  dream.  The  object  of  all 
their  buftle  and  hope  was  found  to  be  no  other 
than  a  fire  on  a  mountain,  which  continued  burn-* 
ing  for  fcveral  days  j  and,  probably,  arofe  from 
heath  or  Hubble,  confuming  for  the  puipofes  of 
agriculture. 

Thus  fruftrated,  the  commodore  difpatched 
the  barge  in  fearch  of  the  Harbour  of  Acapulco, 
and  to  afcertain  whether  the  galleon  was  at^ually 
anived.  On  the  lyth  of  February  ihe  returned, 
and  reported,  that  they  had  difcovered  the  har- 
bour; and  that,  having  got  within  the  ifland 
^\■hich  forms  its  mouth,  they  difcerned  a  fmall 
light  near  the  furface  of  the  water,  which  they 
found  proceeded  from  a  fiihing  canoe.  By  good 
fortune  they  fecured  the  three  negroes  who  be-: 
longed  to  it  J  and  turning  the  canoe  adrift,  to 
give  thole  on  Ihore  the  idea  that  her  crew  wertj 
drowned,  tlicy  brought  them  fafe  off, 
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From  thefc  per  Ions  the  commodore  wr.s  foon 
fatisfied,  refpcding  the  molt  material  pointt 
which  had  long  kept  them  in  fufpeiicc.  They 
inforiped  him,  that  tlic  galleon  arrived  oii  the 
18th  of  January  3  but  revived  his  hopes  by  add- 
ing, that  Ihe  was  taking  in  water  and  provifioni 
in  order  to  return,  and  that  her  departure  was 
fixed  for  the  14th  of  March. 

The  laft  part  of  this  intelligence  clifTufed  a  ge- 
neral joy  among  the  mariners,  and  they  prorailed 
themfelves  a  richer  prize  than  they  had  formerlj 
miifed,  as  fhe  would  now  be  chiefly  laden  with 
fpecie.  Depending  on  the  accounts  they  had  re- 
ceived, they  waited  for  the  important  moment 
with  the  utmoft  impatience  ;  and  employed  them- 
felves in  bringing  the  fquadron  into  the  moll  ad- 
vantageous trim. 

When  the  expe6ted  day  was  approaching,  the 
commodore  ranged  his  ihips  in  a  circular  line, 
that  nothing  might  pafs  uudifcovercd,  within  an 
extent  of  twenty-four  leagues.  Every  precaution, 
indeed,  was  ufed  to  prevent  failure,  and  eyery 
plan  fettled  that  could  enfure  fuccefs. 

As  the  morning  dawned,  that  was  to  brinjf 
them  the  expeded  light,  neither  the  duties  of  the 
ihip,  nor  the  calls  of  hunger,  could  divert  tlie 
eyes  of  the  men  from  the  port  of  Acapuko.  But, 
to  their  extreme  vexation,  both  that  day  and  the 
fucceeding  night  pafled  without  any  figns  of  the 
galleon.  Hopes  and  fears  now  alternately  pof- 
feifed  them,  till  the  commencement  of  paliioi\ 
week,  when  no  Spanilh  fhip  is  permitted  to  leave 
tjie  port }  and  this  induced  them  to  defer  thcii; 
expectations  till  the  week  following,  when  theii 
}iO|)es  became  as  fanguin^  sfi  ^yer, 
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The  time,  however,  being  now  far  fpent,  a  ge- 
neral dejection  and  dcrpondi-nc  V  took  place  j  and 
\t\wy  concluded,  that  they  had  been  dit'covertd  j 
which  w   •.  indeed,  the  truth ;  and  that  the  gal- 
lon would  not  be  penniUed  to  lail  till  the  luc- 
|cecding  year. 

The  commodore  now  concerted  a  plan  for  the 
cipture  of  Acapulco  itfelf }  but  when  he  en- 
quired into  the  circumftances  of  the  place,  lie 
found  infuperable  difficulties  in  his  way,  and  was 
obliged  to  abandon  the  enterprife. 

On  the  24lh  of  March,  the  fhips  being  all 

I  joined,  the  commodore  made  a  fjgnal  to  ipeak 

I  with  their  commanders,  and  finding  that  the 

Hock  of  freih  water  began  to  run  low,  it  was  re- 

I  folved  to  procure  a  freih  fupply  at  Seguatanio,  or 

I  Chequetan  ;  but  lefl  the  galleon  ihould  ilip  out, 

the  Centurion's  cutter  was  to  cruife  twenty-four 

days  off  the  port  of  Acapulco,  to  be  ready  to  cou- 

\uy  the  earlieft  information  of  this  event. 

Storms  and  adverfe  currents  prevented  them 
from  reaching  fo  far  as  Seguatanio  till  the  Hi  of 
April,when  two  boats  were  fent  off  to  difcover  the 
watering  place.  They  returned  on  the  5th,  and 
having  found  a  place  fit  for  their  purpofe,  which 
appeared  to  be  the  Harbour  of  Chequetan,  about 
(even  miles  to  the  weft,  the  Centurion  and  Glou- 
Icefter  anchored  there  the  fame  evening. 

The  i>ort  of  Chequetan  is  a  place  of  confider- 
lable  importance,  being  the  only  fecure  harbour, 
except  Acapulco,  in  a  vaft  extent  of  coall.  It 
lies  in  17  deg.  36  min.  north,  about  thirty  leagues 
jfrom  the  lail  mentioned  place. 

As  the  country  appeared  to  be  well  peopled 
land  cultivated,  the  commodore  wa  in  hopes  of 
Ipipcuring  fome  frefli  proviiions  a^id  other  j-e*AJh' 

/  ments. 
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ment3,"\X'ithout*ditficulty ;  and  with  this  view,  hel 
ordered  a  party  of  forty  men  well  armed  to  pene- 
trate into  the  countrj',  to  difcover  fome  town  or 
viilage,  and  to  oi>en  a  correfpondence  with  thft 
natives.  Thefe  men  were  enjoined  to  behave 
with  the  iifmoft  circumfpe{^Ion,  and  to  avoid  any 
appearances  of  a  hotlile  intention. 

I'he  attempt,  however,  to  open  an  amicable  I 
traffic  proved  ineffeftual ;  and  they  returned  iii| 
the  evening  fatigued  and  exhaul^ed.     After  pre- 
cceding  fome  miles  inland,  they  reached  a  large] 
plain,  on  one  fide  of  which  they  difcovered  a  fen- 
tinel  on  horfeback.     At  their  firft  approach  they! 
fuppofed  he  was  afleep,*  for  his  horfe  ftartingat 
the  glittering  of  their  arms,   fuddenly  turned  | 
round,  and  had  nearly  thrown  his  matter ;  how- 
ever, be  recovered  his  feat,  and  efcaped  with  the  I 
lofs  of  his  hat  and  a  piftol,  which  he  dropped  on 
the  ground.  The  party  purfned  his  track,  in  hoped 
of  difcovering  the  vilLige  or  habitation  to  wliich 
he  iliould  retreat ;  but,  after  fatiguing  themfelvesi 
in  vain,  they  were  obliged  to  deli  ft. 

Anxious,  however,  to  make  fome  difcoveryJ 
they  proceeded  farther  on,  and  in  their  way  ftud 
up  feveral  poles,  to  which  they  affixed  written 
declarations,  in  Spanifli,  of  their  with  to  purchafc 
provifions,  with  the  ftror.geft  aflurances,  that  the;! 
would  honourably  pay  for  what  the  natives  niightl 
bring  in.     But  this  flep  too  was  ineffe<5tual ;  fori 
none  of  the  inhabitants  vifited  them  during  thcitj 
(lay  at  Chequetan. 

Indeed,  the  timidity  of  thefe  people  is  extreme.] 
Lieutenant  Brett  being  fent  out,  with  two  boat 
and  lixteen  men,  to  reconnoitre  the  coailto  thetlfti 
ward,  fell  in  with  three  fmall  fquadrons  of  horfe,] 
^iiich  Teemed  determined  to  oppofe  his  landing  i 
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but  when  they  perceived  that  he  was  not  daunt- 
ed, they  iired  feme  diftaat  Ihot,  and  receiving  a 
foiley  from  the  Englilh,  immediately  fled  in  great 
confufion,  and  flieltered  themfelves  in  a  wood. 
Thus,  nearly  two  hundred  Spanifli  horfemen  were 
1  afraid  to  face  fixteen  EngUfli  failors  ! 

The  commodore  finding  it  impoflible  to  open 
I  a  friendly  correlpondence  with  the  natives  for 
pecelfaries,  turned  his  attention  to  the  procuring 
|of  fuch  retVefliments  as  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
port  lupplied.    The  fea  was  ftored  with  excel- 
lent filh,  of  which  they  caught  confiderable  quan- 
I  titles.    They,  likewile,  found  here  the  torpedo> 
fo  well  known  to  produce  a  numbnefs  over  the 
iiuman  frame,  particularly  of  that  limb  with 
which  it  comes  in  contact.     The  hiftorian  of  this 
royagefiys,  that  he  had  a  conliderable  degree  of 
numbnefs  conveyed  to  his  arm,  by  touching  this 
animal  with  a  walking  cane.     Its  furprifing  ef- 
feds,  however,  are  immediately  loft  with  its  life: 
when  dead,  it  may  be  handled,  or  even  eaten, 
Iwithout  the  leaft  inconvenience. 

The  guanoes  were  the  molt  numerous  of  the 
lanimals  they  met  with  on  Ihore  j  and  by  fome 
Itky  are  reckoned  delicious  food.  They  faw  no 
Ibeafts  of  prey,  but  were  convinced  that  the  woods 
lilieltered  tigers,  as  the  prints  of  their  feet  were 
Ifrequentiy  to  be  difcerned.  Of  birds  they  had 
Imany  fpeci&i,  particularly  pheafants,  of  varl' us 
llinds. 

Fruits  and  vegetables  were  fcarcei  and  by  no 
neans  of  the  firfl  quality.    Limes>  plums,  and 

)alis  were  the  only  fruits  they  difcovered,  an 

*i'e  neither  good  nor  plentiful.    Brooklime  wa 
lie  beft  vegetable  they  met  with^  which,  though 

extremely 
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extremely  bitter  and  unpalatable,  was  highly  ef-l 
teemed  for  its  antifcorbutic  virtues. 

An  incident  happened  at  this  place,  which 
proved  the  means  of  conveying  information  to| 
jtngland,  of  the  previous  tranfadions  of  the  fqua- 
dron.     Lewis  Leger,  the  commodore's  cook,  ai 
Frenchman  by  birth,  and  fufpeded  to  be  a  papiftj 
being  found  miUiiig,  it  was  immediately  conclud- 
ed,  that  he  had  deferted,  with  a  view  of  betrayinirj 
them  to  the  enemy,  and  of  enjoying  the  price  of| 
his  pcrtidy  with  Icfs  hazard  to  himfelf.    Tins  fur- 
mifc,  fo  natural  to  form,  when  a  Frenchman  isi 
in  the  pay  of  England,  was  in  this  particular  carcl 
found  to  be  unjuft.     The  poor  man,  it  feciiis,! 
ftraying  beyond  the  u*'aal  bounds,  had  been  takeul 
prifoner  by  fome  Indians,  by  whom  he  was  car-l 
ricd  to  Acapulco ;  and  after  ibme  delays,  was  put! 
on  board  a  velFel  at  Vera  Cruz,  which  was  boundl 
/yT  Old  Spain.     By  fome  accident,  this  vellHl 
being  obliged  to  put  into  Lilbon,  Leger  efcapcd,! 
and  making  himfelf  known  to  the  Britifli  confulJ 
obtained  a  paflage  for  England,  where  the  iiitel-| 
lisrence  he  had  to  communicate  made  him  favour* 
ably  received. 

Having  unladen  the  Tryal's  prize,  the  Carmej 
lo,  and  Carmin  of  their  molt  valuable  articles  and 
ftores,  thefe  veflels  were  towed  on  Ihore  and  fcutj 
tied,  and  a  quantity  of  combnfiibles  were  dirtn-] 
buted  in  their  upper  works.  Next  morning,  the 
28th  of  April,  the  Centurion  and  Gl()i\celte| 
weighed  anchor,  after  leaving  a  canoe  fixed  to  J 
grapnel,  in  the  midll  of  the  harbour,  with  a  let] 
tcr  for  Mr.  Hughes,  who  commanded  the  cutte 
that  had  been  ftationed  off  Acapulco,  in  cafe  \\\ 
fliould  put  in  tliere.  This  letter  afterwards  fell 
■■•....  im 
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I  into  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards  ;  but  was  couch- 
ed m  inch  ambiguous  terras,  as  deceived  rather 
I  than  informed  them. 

As  the  commodore  had  no  farther  views  in  the 
I  American  feas,  it  was  no  I'mall  mortification  to 
bim,  to  be  detained  by  the  abfence  of  the  cutter, 
the  time  of  whofe  cruife  had  been  long  expired. 
border  to  rejoin  her  more  fpeedily,  it  was  re- 
lolved  to  proceed  towardis  Acapulco  j  and  in  cafe 
ilie  could  not  be  found,  attempts  were  to  be  made 
Itoai'certain  whether  Ihe  had  been  captured. 

Having  advanced  within  three  leagues  of  Aca- 
Ipulco,  without  any  light  of  this  miifing  velfel, 
they  began  to  give  her  over  for  loft,  and  to  be- 
wail the  fate  of  her  crew,  wiiom  they  generally 
concluded  to  be  in  captivity.    However,  to  bring 
this  fuppolition  to  an  early  proof,  the  commodore 
fent  a  letter  to  the  governor  of  the  town,  offer- 
ing to  releafe  all  the  prifouers  he  had  on  board, 
in  exchange  for  the  cutter's  crew,  confifting  of 
the  lieutenant  and  fix  picked  men  of  tried  refo- 
Kuion.     The  officer,  who  carried  this  letter,  had 
iiltewife  a  petition  from  the  prifouers,  in  which 
they  earneilly  befought  the  governor  to  comply 
I  with  the  terms  propofed. 

To  an  offer  fo  generous  it  was  not  doubted  the 
I  Spaniards  would  readily  accede,  and  accordingly 
they  kept  near  the  land,  in  order  to  receive  an 
anfwer  at  the  time  limited  ;  but  being  driven  out 
to  fea,  on  the  4th  day  after  the  propofal  was  fent, 
they  were  fourteen  leagues  from  the  harbour  of 
Acapulco,  which  they  were  indefatigably  ftriving 
[to  regain. 

While  thus  ftanding  in  with  a  favourable  wind, 
|a  boat  under  fail  was  defcried  at  a  confiderable 
Idiftance.    This  they  fuppofed  might  be  convey- 
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ing  the  cxpcfted  mefTage,  and  in ftantly  edged  toj 
wards  her  j  but  on  a  nearer  approach  they  found| 
to  their  unfpeakable  joy,  that  it  was  their  owi 
cutter.  At  firfl  it  was  imagined  they  had  beei 
difcharged  by  the  Governor  of  Acapulco,  biii 
when  they  drew  nearer,  the  pale  and  meagrJ 
countenances  of  the  crew,  and  their  emaciated 
forms,  convinced  every  one,  that  thefe  poor  peoj 
pie  muft  have  undergone  fufferings  much  greatei 
than  thofe  of  a  Spaniih  prifon.  In  lliort,  it  ap| 
peared,  that,  after  they  had  finiflied  their  cruil'ti 
they  endeavoured  to  rejoin  the  fquadron,  hut  be] 
ing  carried  by  currents  far  to  the  eaflvvard,  and 
•their  water  all  expended,  they  were  obliged  td 
fearch  the  coaft  for  a  landing  place,  in  order  to  gel 
a  freih  fupply.  In  this  diftrefs  they  ran  upwardj 
of  eighty  leagues,  but  were  every  where  prcventei 
from  landing  by  a  violent  furf.  Some  days  paft  in 
this  dreadful  fituation,  during  which,  their  thiill 
being  increafed  by  the  heat  of  the  climate,  thej 
had  no  other  means  of  allaying  it,  but  by  killins 
turtle  and  fucking  their  blood.  Juft  as  they  werlj 
abandoned  to  defpair.  Providence  fent  them  fiicii 
a  plentiful  lliower,  as  filled  their  cafks,  and  ena] 
bled  them  to  profecute  their  voyage  in  quell  o| 
the  commodore,  whom  they  luckily  fell  in  witli 
in  lefs  than  fifty  hours,  after  an  abfence  of  forty] 
three  days. 

Anfon  had  too  much  greatnefs  of  foul  to  fporj 
with  the  feelings  of  the  unfortunate.  As  he  hatf 
promifed  the  prifoners  their  liberty  on  condition! 
which,  it  appeared,  could  not  be  performed,  he  waj 
determined  not  to  difappoint  their  hopes.  The 
were  all  fent  afliore  in  two  launches  to  the  numj 
ber  of  fifty-fevcn  j  and  it  was  afterwards  kno^vl[ 
that  they  landed  in  fafcty,  and  made  the  moll  ho 
4  iiourablj 
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Ltfrable  mention  of  the  humanity  with  which 
my  had  been  treated.  Before  their  arrival,  it 
Ifeems  the  (jovernorof  Acapulco  had  returned  an 
obliging  aniwer  to  the  commodore's  letter,  Jic- 
companied  w  ith  two  boats*  load  of  the  choiceil 
Irefreihments  and  provilionsj  but  thefe  not  find- 
ing the  Englilh  Ihips,  were  obliged  to  return; 
and  encountering  a  ftorm,  were  compelled  to 
Itlirow  their  lading  overboard,  to  fave  their  lives. 

The  Centurion  and  Gloucefter,  having  difmill- 
Ifd  the  prilbners,  immediately  fet  fail  to  the  fouth- 
weft,  with  a  view  of  falling  in  with  the  trade 
wind,  which  they  had  been  taught  to  expc6l  with- 
in feventy  or  eighty  leagues  from  the  land  j  and 
on  the  6th  of  May  they  loft  fight  of  the  moun- 
tains of  Mexico.  Notwithftanding  all  their  exer- 
tions, however,  it  was  feven  weeks  before  they 
fell  in  with  the  true  trade  wind  j  by  which  time 
both  fiiips  were  become  extremely  crazy,  and  the 
Centurion  fprung  a  leak.  Meanwhile  the  Glou- 
cefter made  a  fignal  of  diftrefs  -,  and  on  enquiry 
It  was  found,  that  her  mainmait  was  fo  decayed 
[as  to  be  unfit  for  fupporting  a  fail. 

Thefe  accidents  occafioning  delay,  and  the 
Ifcurvy  again  beginning  to  appear,  they  were  in 
the  greateft  anxiety  about  their  future  fafety. 
They  had  indeed  flattered  themfelves  that  in  this 
warm  climate,  fo  difi^erent  from  that  of  Cape 
Horn,  the  violence  of  this  difeafe  and  its  fatality 
might  be  in  fome  degree  mitigated.  As  they  had 
ufed  the  utmoll  precaution  in  cleanlinefs,  and  had 
generally  lubfilled  on  frelh  provifions,  it  was  lit-> 
tie  apprehended  that  the  fcurvy  would  be  felt 
with  its  ufual  virulence ;  but  all  the  care  they 
took  could  neither  flop  the  progrefs,  nor  abat« 
the  malignity  of  this  fatal  difeafe* 

.  S  2  Whea 
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When  they  reached  the  trade  wind,  it  feldor 
blew  with  fuch  ftrength,  as  to  endanger  the  Cen- 
turion whatever  iail  Ihc  carried,  and  they  might 
have  made  a  rapid  progrels ;  but  the  Gloiicellei 
having  loft  her  mainmaft,  failed  fo  heavily,  thnt 
it  was  found  impoifible  to  keep  her  compaii) 
without  rilking  the  lives  of  all.  It  was  there- 
fore determined  to  transfer  her  crew  and  trea- 
fure  on  board  the  Centurion,  and  then  to.fet  the 
former  on  fire.  She  blew  up  when  the  commo- 
dore was  about  four  leagues  dillant,  and  with  her 
an  immenfe  quantity  of  valuable  goods  was  loft,| 
which  could  not  be  carried  off. 

The  Centurion,  being  now  freed  from  the  de- 
lays occalioned  by  her  confort,  and  having  in- 
creafed  her  complement,  might  have  been  expeft- 
ed  to  proceed  with  increafed  fpeed  j  but  they  hac 
new  difficiilties  to  ftruggle  with.  The  ftorms  andl 
currents  had  driven  them  near  four  degrees  to  the! 
north  of  the  parallel  they  had  propofed  to  keep,! 
in  order  to  reach  the  Ille  of  Guam,  and  as  theyj 
were  ignorant  how  near  they  were  to  the  meridi- 
an of  the  Ladrones,  they  were  apprehcnlive  of 
miffing  them.    In  that  cafe  tlie  only  chance  theyj 
had  was  the  continent  of^  Afia,  where  theweftern| 
monfoon  being  in  full  force,  they  could  not  expe^ 
to  get  in ;  and  indeed  they  were  now  in  fuch  alau- 
guilliing  condition,  that  they  could  expe6t  nothingl 
but  deftrudion  before  they  could  complete  fuchl 
an  extenfive  navigation.    For  now  no  day  paff-' 
ed  without  their  burying  ten  or  twelve  of  their 
men  j  and  ficknefs  regularly  increafed. 

After  llruggling  with  various  difficulties,  onl 
the  22d  of  Auguil  they  had  the  fatisfaaion  toj 
find  that  the  current  had  Ihifted  and  carried  theraj 
to  the  fouthward,  and  next  morning  they  werel 

cheered 
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[cheered  with  the  fight  of  two  illands  to  the  well. 
[Xhis  I'erved  to  rail'e  their  drooping  fpirits,  and 
gave  them  inexprelfible  joy  j  as  they  had,  for 
I'ome  time  dcfpaired  of  ever  feeing  land  again. 
The  neareft  of  thefe  iilands  was  Anatacan,  the 
lother  was  Serlgan.     They  were  very  anxious  to 
[reach  the  former,  in  hopes  of  difcovering  anchor- 
age and  refrcfliments  for  the  fick ;  but  the  boat 
lent  out  to  reconnoitre  the  coait,  returned  with- 
|out  finding  any  road  for  a  fliip  to  anchor  in,  and 
reported  that  fomeof  tliecrew,  having  with  diffi- 
culty landed,  faw  fome  groves  of  cocoa-nut  trees> 
but  no  water. 

This  intelligence  diflfufed  a  general  melancho- 
|]y;  and  their  defpondency  was  increafed,  when> 
as  they  were  attempting  to  get  off  fome  cocoa- 
nuts,  the  wind  blew  fo  ilrong  that  they  were  dri- 
ven too  far  to  the  fouthward  to  be  able  to  regain 
the  illand.  Their  only  chance  now  was,  fome  one 
[of  the  Ladrone  Illands,  and  as  their  knowledge  of 
them  was  extremely  imperfe6t,  they  were  to  trufl 
entirely  to  fortune  for  their  guidance. 

Soon  after  lofing  fight  of  Anatacan,  they  were 

[  again  overjoyed  with  a  view  of  Saypan,  Tinian, 

and  Aguigan,  on  which  they  immediately  fteered 

for  Tinian,  themiddlemofl:5  but,  owing  to  acalm> 

they  were  long  before  they  could  get  near  it.    As 

they  approached  they  faw  a  proa  under  fail,  from 

[  which  they  concluded  that  thefe  illands  were  in- 

I  habited ',  and  accordingly,  in  cafe  of  .oppofition, 

they  muftered  all  hands  capablfe  of  ftanding  to 

I  their  arms,   to  conceal  their  wretched  circum-!' 

fiances,  and  difplayed  Spaniili  colours,  in  order  to 

jpbtain  fome  authentic  intelligence. 

The  cutter  was  now  difpatch^^d  to  find  a  pro^ 
llier  bi:|:tl^  for  the  ihiv,  and  it  was  foou  perceive^ 
'        •  8  ^  \^% 
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that  a  proa,  taking  the  Centurion  for  the  Manilla  I 
{hip,  put  oft'  from  the  iiland  to  meet  the  cutter.  | 
The  Englilh  immediately  fecured  the  crew,  con- 
fiding of  a  Spaniard  and  four  Indians,  and  brought  I 
them  on  board  the  commodore. 

The  information  received  from  thefe  people  | 
was  flattering  in  the  extreme.  They  faid  that  the  { 
iiland  was  little  peopled,  and  had  no  force  on  it ; 
and  yet  that  the  accommodations  to  be  procured 
were  equal  to  thole  of  the  mott  cultiv>ited  coun- 
tries. Among  thefe  were  plenty  of  water,  incre- 
dible numbers  of  cattle,  hogs,  and  poultry,  and 
the  moft  delicious  fruits,  one  of  which  fupplied 
the  place  of  bread.  It  farther  appeared,  that  the 
Spaniards  at  Guam  made  ufe  of  this  ifland  as 
.  a  ftore  for  fupplying  the  garrifon,  on  which  ac- 
count the  priloners  had  been  fent  thither  to  jerk 
beef,  w  hich  they  were  to  tranfport  to  Guam  in  a 
fmall  bark  then  lying  near  the  lliore. 

Thus  they  were  providentially  brought  to  this 
delightful  iiland,  by  means  which  they  had  at  firlt 
coniidered  as  the  grcatell  misfortune  j  for  had 
the  winds  and  currents  been  fiivourr^ble  to  their 
wilhes,  it  is  probable  they  might  have  mifl'ed  it, 
and  with  it  all  opportunity  of  refrelhing  their  ex- 
haufted  crew. 

The  commodore  being  folicitous  to  prevent  any 
communication  with  Guam,  fecured  the  bark,  and 
the  fame  evening  call  anchor  in  twent}'^- two  fathoms 
water.  But  though  the  weather  was  almoft  calm, 
and  all  the  vigour  and  fpirit  pofleffed  by  the  crew 
were  excited  on.  their  going  to  land  on  this  little 
terreltrial  paradiic,  they  were  lb  weak  that  it 
took  five  hours  to  furl  the  fails.  Indeed,  the  whole 
Kumbcr  of  hands  now  capable  of  duty,  wa^  rt- 
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jd  to  feventy-one,  though  the  colle6live  forcd 

ileaving  England  conlilledof  one  thoufarid  men. 

As  the  coilimodorc  was  unacquainted  with  the 

itimeiits  of  the  natives,  he  fent  a  party,  well 

[irmed,  to  Tecure  the  landing  place,  when  it  was 

md  that  the  Indians  had  tied,  and  left  their 

iiats  on  the  Ihorei  which  fupplied  the  place  of 

[(ents. 

One  of  thefe,  which  had  been  ufed  as  a  ftore- 

jufe,  was  immediately  converted  into  an  hofpi- 

1}  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  fickmen 

re  brought  on  fliore.     Many  of  thcfe  were  fd 

lelplefs,  that  the  commodore  and  his  officers,  with 

humanity  which  did  them  honour,  indifcrimi- 

Itely  aflifted,  by  carrying  them  from  the  boats 

iMeir  lliouldevs. 

Notwithftanding   their  prefent   debility,   the 
Ueft  part  of  the  lick  foon  felt  the  fil^jQtary  in- 
ice  of  the  land  j  for,  thougli  twenty^one  men 
re  buried  on  that  and  the  fubfe(iu^*  day,  dur- 
a  ftay  of  two  months,  they  did  n%  lofe  above 
more.     The  choice  fruits  with  which  they 
ere  plentifully  fupplied,  had  fuch  a  beneficial 
that  within  a  week  mod  of  them  were  fo 
icU  recovered  as  to  be  able  to  move  without  af- 
lance. 

The  Ifle  of  Tinian  lies  in  15  deg.  8  min.  north 
itude,  and  114  de?.  50  min.  weft  longitude 
wi  Acapulco.  It  is  about  twelve  miles  long 
ttd  fix  broad.  The  land  rifes  in -'gentle  ilopes 
irotu  the  beach  j  hxxH  the  afcent  itf'  frequ(  ntly 
troken  by  vallies  of  ^  moderate  de^h,  fome  of 
pich  irregularly  ir^jl^ri'e  the  coun^,  Thefe 
[allies,  and  the  gradtwNweUings  of  the  ground, 
which  their-dift'erdBpcombinations  gave  rife, 
|fe  beautifully  ^erfili^li}'  the  mutual  approach 
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of  woods  and  lawns,  which  border  on  each  other,! 
find  extend  in  large  tracks  over  the  whole  iflandJ 
The  woods  are  compofed  of  tall  fpreading  trees,! 
pttimable  both  for  their  fruit  and  utility.    Thcl 
]awns  are  covered  with  an  uniform  turf,  conipof. 
ed  of  very  fine  trefoil,  intermixed  with  varioua 
flowers.     Hence  arofe  a  great  diverfity  of  the 
mod  luxuriant  profpe6ts,  according  to  tire  differ- 
ent blendings  of  thefc  woods  and  lawns,  throughj 
the  vallies  and  along  the  dopes. 

The  animals  which  enliven  the  landfcnpe,  par- 
take of  the  romantic  caft  of  the  ifland  itfelf,  aiit 
greatly  increafe  its  beauty.  Hundreds  of  cattlej 
9II  milk  white  except  their  ears,  muy  be  feeu 
feeding  together ;  and  the  flocks  of  domeliit 
poultry,  with  difcordant  mufic,  give  the  perfe^ 
idea  of  the  vicinity  of  farms  and  villages. 

The  cattle  of  Tinian  are  calculated  to  amount 
^o  ten  thoufand.  Their  flelh  was  extremely  well 
flavoured }  and  the  fowls  were  moft  delicious  ano 
ealily  fecured,  Indeed  no  delicacy  was  wanting 
to  pleafe  the  niceft  palate,  or  to  fuit  the  weakef 
liomach.  Ducks,  teals,  and  curlews  were  abund'| 
ant,  and,  of  the  wh|ftUng  plover,  they  found  proj 
digious  plenty. 

The  hogs  were  numerous  and  aiforded  excelj 
lent  food  j  but  being  very  fierce,  they  were  obligj 
ed  to  be  Ihoti  or  hunted  with  large  dogs,  witl 
•which  the  ifland  had  been  (looked  from  Guam  k 
that  exprefs  purpofe.  ' 

Nor  were  the  vegetable  productions  of  lefs  vaj 
lue.  The  woods  produced  fweet  and  four  orange 
limes,  guavoyes,  pocoa-nuts,  and  a  peculiar  kind 
of  fruit,  called,  by  the  Indians,  Rhyniai  but  by  thj 
Centurion's  people,  the  bread  fruit,  vhiclnva 
ponflantly  ufed  iniitead  of  breadj,  ^d  eyeo  preferi 
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ifdtoit.    This  valuable  pHxiuftion  grows  on  ai 

liDOileratcly    high    tree,    with    largo    Ipreadiiig 

branches  near  the  top.    The  fruit  is  fomevvhat 

loval,  covered  with  a  rough  rind,  and  is  ufaalty 

Ifeven  or  eight  inches  long.  It  is  bed  when  green, 

but  when  fall  grown  and  roalled  in  the  embers, 

hasfome  refeniblance  to  the  talteof  an  artichoke. 

■As  it  ripens,  it  turns  yellow,  and  has  a  delightful 

Italic,  not  unlike  that  of  a  ripe  peach.       •  ^ 

It  is,  however,  impoffible  to  enumeratd'all  the 
Ibeautiful  and  falutary  plants  which  thU"  illand 
ftipplies  J  nor  did  it  fail  to  excite  the  wonder  of 
theEnglilh,  that  a  fpot,  fo  highly  favoured  by  na- 
ture, ihould  not  be  colonized.    To  account  for 
itlus,  it  lliould  be  obferved,  that  about  half  a  cen- 
llury  before  the  Centurion  touched  here,  it  was  a 
[populous    country,    containing    thirty-thoufand 
Ifouls;  but  a  iicknefs  raging  at  Guam  and  fome 
lof  the  neighbouring  iilands,  the  Spaniards,  to  re- 
Icrait  the  people  of  that  favourite  fettlement, 
Itranfported  all  the   natives  of  Tinian   thither, 
Iwhere,  languiihing  for  their  native  land,  in  a  few 
jycars  the  greatett  part  of  them  died  of  grief.        • 
The  iiland,  indeed,  ftill  aftbrds  remains  which 
Iflicw  it  to  have  been  once  extremely  populous  j 
Ifor  in  all  parts  it  is  covered  with  ruins  of  build- 
|ings>  fome  of  which  were  faid  to  be  of  religious 
origin. 

It  muft  not  be  omitted,  that  all  thefe  local  ad- 
vantages are  much  enhanced  by  the  falubrity  of 
llic  climats,  by  the  breezes  which  conftantly  pre- 
vail, and  by  the  genial  Ihowers  with  which  it;  is 
watered. 
But  nature,  where  mod  propitious,  always  dif- 
ributes  her  favours   with  fome  referve.     The 
[>i(]uitoe8  are  excclfively  troublefume,  and  there 

are 
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are   feveral   poifonous  reptiles.    However,  the! 
greateft  exception  to  this  place,  is  the  inconveni-| 
cnce  of  its  road,  which,  in  Ibme  feafous,  affords 
l)ut  very  indifferent  ihelter  for  Ihips  at  anchor. 

As  the  iick  were  landing,  four  of  the  Indians 
on  the  ifland  prefented  themfelves  to  the  commo- 
dore, one  of  whom  offered  to  direft  them  to  tlie 
inoft  convenient  place  for  killing  cattle;  and  twc 
of  the  crew  were  ordered  to  attend  him  on  that 
fervicej  but  on  one  of  them  triuling  him  witl 
a  firelock  and  piftol,  he  efcaped  with  them  intc 
the  woods.  His  countrymen,  apprehenfive  o^ 
fuffeVing  for  his  perfidy,  deiired  leave  to  fetd 
back  the  arms,  and  to  perfaade  the  reft  to  fubj 
mit.  The  commodore  granted  their  requeft,  anc 
the  arms  were  produced,  but  it  being  pretended 
that  none  of  the  Indians  were  to  be  met  withj 
Anfon  began  to  fufpeft  fome  treachery  was  me] 
ditated,  and  ordered  thofe  he  had  in  cuftody  tob( 
carrijpd  on  ftiip  board,  and  to  have  no»intercourf| 
with  the  fhore. 

Meanwhile  the  repairs  of  the  (hip  were  carried 
on  witii  as  much  expedition  as  pollible,  and  atl 
tempts  were  made  to  ftop  her  leak ;  but  that  waj 
found  impoffible,  till  ffie  could  be  heaved  dowi 

By  the  12ih  of  September,  thofe  who  were  fufl 
ficiently  recovered,  were  fent  on  board,  and  thej 
the  commodore,  being  himfelf  ill  of  the  {cufvi 
caufed  a  tent  to  be  ere6ted  afliore,  whither  Ii| 
went,  with  a  view  of  remaining  a  few  dayslo 
the  recovery  of  his  health ;  being  well  awarq 
from  what  he  had  feen,  that  living  on  land  vj 
tlie  moft  expeditious  method  of  removing  thi| 
dreadful  difeafe. 

The  caiks  were  now  fent  to  be  filled  5  and  1 
the  new  inoon  was  approaching,  whep  violeij 
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gales  were  apprehended,  every  precaution  was 
ufedto  arm  the  anchors,  and  to  lecure  the  iliip 
from  danger.  Some  days  elapfed  in  fec^rity,  but 
0!ithe!i2d  of  September,  it  blew  with  fuch  fury, 
that  the  people  on  board  defpaired  of  riding  out 
the  ftorm.  The  commodore  and  moft  of  the 
hands  were  on  Ihore,  and  as  all  commanicatioa 
between  them  and  the  Ihip  was  cut  off,  all  their 
hopes  of  fafety  feenied  to  depend  on  their  putting 
Itoiea. 

As  night  approached,  the  llorm  increafed,  and 

Itheir  cables  parting,  they  fired  guns  and  fhewed 

lights,  as  fignals  of  diftrefs,  but  without  the  hopes 

of  relief.     At  one  o'clock,  amid  darknels  extreme, 

and  thunder  and  lightning,  they  were  forced  out 

ho  fea,  utterly  unprepared  to  ftruggle  with  the 

Itmited  fury  of  the  winds  and  waves,  and  in  the 

[momentary  expe6lalion  of  going  to  the  bottom. 

The  violence  of  the  ftorm,  and  the  inceflant 
Italhes  of  lightning,  had  prevented  the  fignals 
Ifrom  being  obferved  on  Ihore  j  and  at  day  break, 
Iwhen  they  perceived  the  lliip  was  miffing,  it  ja 
Ibpoflible  to  exprefs  their  confternation,  or  to  en- 
|ter  into  their  feelings.  Much  the  greater  part 
pe  her  over  for  loft  j  while  thofe  who  believed 
b  might  be  fafe,  had  fcarcely  any  expe6tatioii 
pf  her  ever  being  able  to  regain  the  ifla^,  as  fhe 
kas  neither  manned  nor  equipped  for  ftruggling 
pith  the  difficulties  of  fnch  a  navigation. 

The  fate  of  the  party  on  ftiore  in  either  cafe 
ws  the  fame.  Unlefs  the  fhip  returned,  they 
ound  themfelves  doomed  to  a  perpetual  refidence 
the  fpot,  and  that  they  muft  bid  an  eternal 

iieu  to  all  their  domei'ftlc  and  focial  endearments 

their  native  land.    It  was  farther  apprehend- 
tUt  th^  Governoi  of  Guam  might  difcover 
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and  treat  them  as  pirates,  for  which  he  coukl  no( 
want  a  pretext,  as  all  their  commiliions  were  lu 
with  the  (hip. 

Under  thele  gloomy  impreflions,   the  fiigaclt 

of  the  commodore  fuggefted  a  fcheme  of  extricat 

ing  them  from  their  prcfent  anxious  lituation 

and  having  confulted  fome  of  the  moft  intelligcn 

perlbns  about  him,  he  was  fatistied  that  \vhatli 

propofcd  was  pradtieable ;    and  endeavoured  t 

animate  his  people  with  the  fame  rcfolutiofi  an 

belief.     He  opened  the  bufinefs  by  obferviiig,  ii 

was  not  without  hopes,  that  the  Centurion  woui 

return  in  a  few  days  j  but  that  the  wovd  tiie 

had  to  apprehend  was,  that  flie  might  be  fprce 

to  bear  away  for  Macao  in  China  3  in  which  caii 

they  mull  prepare  themfelves  to  follow  her,  b 

enlarging  the  Spanilh  bark,  they  had  detaint 

fo  as  to  receive  them  all  on  board.    The  carpci 

ters  agreed,  that  this  plan  might  be  carried  int 

efl:e6t ;  and  accordingly  the  bark  was  fawed  alu 

der,  and  preparations  were  made  to  lenthen  h 

twelve  feet.  The  commodore  declared  his  promp 

titude  to  aliiil  in  this  undertaking,  and  tlu 

fliould  defire  no  more  of  any  man,  than  he  w; 

willing  to  perform  himfclf. 

Notwithllanding  this  fpurto  a6tlon,  while an| 
hope  remained  of  feeing  the  Ihip,  the  talk  feemi 
irkfome,  and  the  bulinefs  went  on  but  Howl 
iJut  when  the  expectation  was  loll  of  a  moi 
•agreeable  alternative,  the  labour  began  tobeci 
ried  on  with  a61;ivity  and  vigour,  and  tlieexpi 
dicnts  they  hit  on  to  fupply  the  want  of  ma 
iieceifaries,  not  to  be  found  on  Ihore,  did  honoi 
to  their  ingenuity. 

lu  the  interim  two  boats  were  defcried  at  fo 
•  diiiance  fiom  the  iljaud^  which  at  liril  the  ecu 

modoi 
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fflodore  fuppofed  were  bringing  back  the  remains 
|jl  his  Ihipwrecked  crew,  and  this  melancholy  idea 
prelVed  fo  ftrongly  on  his  mind,  that  he  retired  to 
pve  vent  to  his  feelings,  and  patfed  fome  bitter 
moments  in  the  full  belief,  that  every  hope  of  lig- 
aalizing  his  expedition,  by  fome  important  ex- 
ploit, was  now  at  an  end.  From  thefe  dillreffing 
thoughts  he  was,  however,  foon  relieved, .  by  dif- 
covering  that  the  veflels  were  Indian  proas  j  but 
though  he  gave  orders  to  remove  every  thing  that 
could  render  thefe  people  fufpicious  of  landing, 
he  had  the  mortification  to  find,  that  after,  ap- 
proaching the  Ihore,  they  flood  on  to  the  fouth- 
ward. 

About  the  fame  time  another  incident  happen- 
ed, which  occafioned  fome  fpeculation.  The 
commodore  and  fome  of  his  officers,  making  the 
lour  of  the  illand,  obferved  a  fmall  thicket  in  a 
valley  below  them,  with  a  progreffive  motion. 
After  overcoming  the  firft  farprife  at  this  Itrange 
light,  they  perceived  that  a  party  of  men  had  hit 
on  this  expedient  to  conceal  themfelves  j  and  that 
the  apparent  thicket  was  only  fome  large  cocoa 
biilhes  held  in  a  dire6tion  to  fcreen  them  from 
[view.  Anfon  immediately  endeavoured,  but  in 
vain,  to  come  up  with  them.  However,  he  had 
the  good  fortune  to  difcover  a  cell,  through  which 
they  had  made  their  efcape,  where  he  found  plen- 
ty of  provifions,  and  fat  down  with  his  officers  to 
a  plentiful  dinner,  which  the  Indians  had  pro- 
vided for  themfelves.  It  was  impofiible  to  trace 
the  natives  farther,  which  the  commodore  fincere- 
ly  regretted,  as  he  wilhed  to  enter  into  an  amica- 
ble correfpondence  with  thera,  and  to  engage 
their  fervices  and  fupport. 
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As  the  completion  of  the  bark  advanced  apace 
it  was  now  thought  time  to  conlidcr,  iiow  (lie  val 
to  be  rigged  and  vi^^ualled,  and  this  importanl 
bafineft  too,  was  in  great  forwardnels,  when  all 
their  labours  were  at  once  fufpended,  and  a  ncJ 
direction  given  to  their  objc6ts  and  purluits.  o{ 
the  afternoon  of  the  11th  of  06lober,  one  of  tlJ 
mariners,  being  on  a  hill  near  the  middle.^f  th| 
illand,  faw  the  Centurion  at  a  diftance,  and  rar 
with  the  utuioft  fpecd  towards  the  landing  place 
crying  out,  *'  the  Ihip !  the  fliip!"  This  joyoiil 
found  reaching  Mr.  Gordon,  a  lieutenant  of  mal 
rines,  he  eafily  outftripped  the  original  diicovcrer 
and  had  the  happinefs  of  firft  communicating 
thefe  glad  tidings  to  the  commodore. 

All  was  now  the  perturbation  of  joy.  Evrrji 
perfon  left  bis  work  and  ran  to  the  beach  to  fcali 
his  eyes  with  a  light  fo  long  and  engerly  willia 
for.  A  boat  being  fent  off  with  eighteen  .nen,  ai 
a  reinforcement,  and  fome  refrelhn;ients,  the 
was  next  day  brought  to  anchor  in  the  road,  aii^ 
tlie  commodore  went  on  board  amidll  the  mof 
joyful  acclamations. 

Soon  after  the  Centurion  had  been  driven  td 
fea,  it  appeared  that  the  was  in  imminent  dangej 
of  being  wrecked  on  the  coaft  of  Aguigan,  froiif 
which  fate  nothing  could  have  faved  her  but  th| 
force  of  the  currents.  The  ftorra  continued  ioj 
three  days  without  abatement,  during  which  pe| 
riod,  it  is  itnpofiible  to  defcribe  their  toils  an(| 
feelings.  When  the  weather  began  to  grov 
moderate,  tlicy  reckoned  they  were  forty-fcMi 
leagues  to  the  well  of  Tinian  j  but  on  the  ift 
Odtober,  having  run  the  calcalated  dillance,  tkj 
were  unhappily  diiappoiRted  in  feeing  the  lilm 
and  reduced  to  the  grcijjtfei^  perplexity  and  diftrefJ 
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Next  day,  however,  they  had  a  view  of  Giiain, 
[which  ennbling  them  to  alcertain  their  lituation> 
Ithey  kept  plying  to  the  eaftward,  with  exceflive 
Ifatigue  and  adverfe  winds,  till  the  Uth,  which 
Ifas  the  nineteenth  day  from  their  departure, 
jihen  they  arrived  at  Tinian,  as  has  been  previ-^ 
|oufly  ftated,  to  the  inexpreflfible  pleafure  of  all.    ^ 

The  commodore  now  determined  to  haflen  his 
Idepanure,  and  every  preparation  was  accordingly 
Inwde  for  this  purpofe  j  but  on  the  3d  day  after 
Iher  return,  a  fudden  guft  of  wind  drove  the  Cen-( 
Iturion  a  fecond  time  to  fea,  while  feventy  of  the 
Icrew  remained  on  Ihore.  The  weather,  howeveri 
Iproving  favourable,  in  five  days  Ihe  was  again 
[lirought  back  to  he?  (lation  at  Tinian. 

Having  fpeedily  laid  in  fuch  a  fupply  of  water 
land  other  provilions  as  were  judge j|ifufficient  to 
Icarry  them  to  Macao,  they  immediately  got  un-» 
Ider  fail,  and  fteered  for  the  fouthem  extiemity  of 
|the  Ille  of  Formofa.  ? 

The  Ladrone  Iflands,  of  which  Tinian  is  one^ 
Ihave  frequently  been  defcribed  by  voyagers.  Thejr 
lare  generally  reckoned  twelve  in  number,  exolu* 
llive  of  fome  iilets  and  rocks.  The  three  princi* 
Ipal  ones  arc  Guam,  Tinian  and  Rota.  The  twd 
llatter  had  fcarcely  any  inhabitants  on  them  at 
[this  period,  and  Guam,  which  was  about  thirtjr 
Mgues  ia.circumference,  had  no  more  than  fout 
[thouliind.  At  this  ifland,  the  Manilla  fhip  gene- 
[rally  touches  for  refrelhments,  in  her  palfage  from 
Uapulco  to  the  Philippines. 

The  Ladrone  Indians  are  a  ftrong,  well  formed, 

bfolute  people,  and  are  not  deficient  in  ingenuity. 

heir  flying  proas  are  of  iingular  conftruftionj 

iiid  are  faid  to  be  capable  of  running  twenty 

)lles  in  an  hour^  with  a  favourable  gal«.    Indeed 
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they  arc  excellently  adapted  for  fpeed,  every  pnri 
of  their  ilru6ture  tending  to  this  importnnt  end. 
It  was  the  21ft  of  06tober  when  the  Centiirior 
left  Tinian,  and,  after  doubling  the  fouthern  exj 
treriiity  of  Formofa,  they  were  alarmed  by  the  crj 
of  lire  in  the  forecaftle.  On  examination,  it  wa^ 
found  to  have  orij^'nated  from  the  bricks  in  the 
furnace  being  over-heated,  which  communicated 
the  fire  to  the  adjacent  wood  work  j  but  beinc^ 
timely  difcovered,  it  was  got  under  without  anj 
confiderable  damage. 

The  following  night  they  got  fight  of  the  mair 
land  of  China,  and  foon  found  themfelves  fur-j 
rounded  by  an  incredible  number  of  fifhing  boats] 
which  feemed  to  cover  the  furface  of  the  fea  aJ 
far  as  the  eye  could  reach.     The  commodore  waj 
in  hopes  of  linding  a  pilot  among  them  j  butthej 
could  not  be  made  to  comprehend  his  meaningJ 
nor  did  they  take  the  leaft  notice  of  the  fliip] 
though  fuch  a  fight  muft  have  been  a  novelty  tc 
them.     Next  day,  being  within  two  leagues  of 
the  coaft,  and  ftill  funounded  with  boats,  they 
perceived  one  ahead  of  them  with  a  red  flag,  and 
a  man  blovving  a  horn.     They  immediately  coiij 
jcftiired,  that  this  was  intended  as  a  fignal  to 
warn  themoffome  danger,  or  to  inform  thed 
they  might  be  fnpplied  with  a  pilot.     In  this] 
however,  they  were  miftaken.     The  boat  belongj 
cd  to  the  commodore  of  the  whole  fiiliery,  and 
his  horn  was  blown  as  the  fignal  that  they  wcrd 
all  to  return  on  Ihore,  whi' li  i  f.ey  inftantly  obeyedi 
After  much   difficulty,    a  Chinefe  pilot  \m 
at  laft  procured,  who  offered,  in  broken  Portuj 
guefe,  to  carry  the  fhip  to  Macao  for  thirty  dol-l 
lars.     Thefe  being  paid,  he  unuertook  his  chargej 
apd  on  the  12th  of  November  brought  the  iliij 
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liafely  to  an  anchor.     In  this  amicable  port  thejr^ 
expected  the  fatisi'adion  of  receiving  letters  from." 
tlieir  friends  and  rehuions,  and  of  meeting  with 
many  of  their  countrymen  who  had  lately  arrived 
Ifroni  Britain. 

No  fooner  had  they  come  to  an  anchor,  than 
I  the  commodore  difpatched  an  officer  to  the  Por- 
taguefe  governor,  defiring  his  advice  how  to  pro- 
ceed, in  order  that  he  might  give  no  offence  to 
the  Chinefe  government,  and  yet  at  the  fame 
time  efcape  the  exactions  of  port  dues.    The  go- 
|venu)r's  opinion  was,  that  it  would  be  raoft  advif- 
able  to  proceed  to  the  harbour  of  Typa,  whither 
he  would  fend  a  pilot  to  condudl;  him.    To  this 
the  commodore  acceded,  and  next  day  reached 
Typa,  about  lix  miles  dillant  from  Macao.     Here 
[it  was  prefumed  he  might  efcape  embroiling hira- 
[felf  or  the  Englilli  Ealt  India  Company  with  the 
Chincfc;  but  the  fequel  will  Ihew  that  Anfon's 
[caution  was   ufelefs,  and  that  the  government 
of  ('hina  never  recedes  without  force,  from  any 
[of  their  pofitive  infUtutions. 

As  they  were  in  wart  both  of  a  fupply  of  pro- 
vifions  and  naval  ftorcs,  the  commodore  waited  on 
the  Portuguefe  Governor  next  day,  to  foHcit  his 
aliiftance ;  but  though  this  gentleman  feemed  in- 
clined to  render  him  all  the  ferviccs  in  his  power, 
he  frankly  confeifed,  that  hccould  not  grant  his  re- 
queft  without  an  order  from  the  viceroy  of  Canton, 

On  this  declaration,  Mr.  Anfon  re folved  to  pro- 
ceed to  Canton,  to  wait  on  the  viceroy  in  pcrfon3 
but  jull  as  he  was  going  to  embark  in  a  hired 
boat,  the  hoppo,  or  cuflomhoufe  officer,  refufcd 
a  permit,  and  ordered  the  watermen  to  j^rdceed  at 
I  their  peril.  When  entreaties  were  found  tu  be. 
[Of  aoav^l,  the  commodore  refoiuidy  told  the 

T3  •    officer^ 
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officer,  that  if  he  threw  any  farther  impeclinientj 
in  his  way,  he  would  arm  the  Centurion's  boats 
and  then  it  would  be  feon  who  would  dare  to  op^ 
pofe  him. 

This  appeal  to  force  had  the  defired  effect ;  but 
upon  Anion's  conful ting  the  fupercargoes  and  of- 
fleers  of  the  Englifli  (hips,  in  refpeft  to  a  fupply  oi 
his  wants,  they  referred  him  to  fome  Chintf^ 
merchants,  who  having  cajoled  him  day  by  dav 
for  a  month,  at  lalt  threw  off  the  malk,  and  tolc 
him,  that  the  viceroy  was  too  great  a  man  for 
them  to  approa(;h  on  any  occafion. 

The  commodore  being  now  undeceived,  and 
convinced  of  his  falfe  delicacy,  immediately  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  viceroy,  bating  his  lituation  anc 
pretenfions.  Two  days  after  a  mandarin  of  the 
lirft  clafs,  with  two  other  inferior  mandarins,  anc 
a  large  retinue  arrived, in  eighteen  half  gallies, anc 
were  immediately  received  on  board  the  Centuri- 
on, with  all  the  attcption  due  to  their  rank,  anc 
all  the  ceremony  that  could  be  paid.  Some  Chi-| 
nefe  carpenters  having  examined  the  fliip,  report-| 
ed  that  it  Avas  impoflible  flie  could  proceed  to  h 
without  being  repaired,  which  correfpondinc 
with  the  commodore's  reprefentations,  removed 
fome  degree  of  that  jealous  fufpicion  of  foreign^ 
crs,  which  feems  implanted  in  their  hearts,  as  the 
befl:  fecurity  for  their  independence. 

Tke  fuperior  mandarin  appeared  to  be  a  perfon 
of  much  intelligence,  and  was  endowed  mil 
more  honeft  franknefs  than  is  common  among  hi^ 
countrymen.  He  was  curious  and  inquifitive,  mij 
nutely  examined  every  part  of  the  fliip,  and  feeraj 
cd  particularly  (truck  with  her  weight  of  mctalJ 
The  commodore  thought  this  gave  him  an  opporj 
tunity  of  enforcing  the  prudence  of  promptly  lup 
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plying  his  demands.  He  complained  of  the  con" 
duel  of  the  cuftorahoiife  officers,  and  the  difficnl' 
tieshe  had  fubmitted  to  in  regard  to  provilions  i 
though,  as  he  wiflied  it  to  be  underftood,  he  pof' 
felTed  fufficient  force,  not  only  to  fupply  himfelf 
with  what  he  wanted,  but  to  deftroy  the  whole 
pavigation  of  the  port.  He  therefore  thought  it 
[iiard,  that  he  iliould  be  debarred  the  privilege  of 
laying  out  his  money  for  neceflaries,  which  was 
I2II  the  favour  he  wanted. 

The  mandarin  acquiefced  in  the  juftnefs  of  his 
Irealbning,  and  promifed  to  call  a  council  imme- 
diately on  his  return,  when  he  did  not  doubt  of 
bring  able  to  fettle  every  thing  to  the  commo- 
dore's wifli.  In  the  mean  time,  on  his  own  au* 
thority,  he  gave  an  order  for  a  daily  fupply  of 
jpiovifions,  which  was  punctually  complied  with. 

This  bufinefs  adjufted,  the  mandarins  were  in- 
Ivited  to  dinner,  but  they  were  much  embarraiTed 
pith  knives  and  forks  j  but  though  inexpert  in 
tlie  European  mode  of  eating,  they  appeared  no 
novices  in  drinking.  The  commodore  pleaded 
liilnefs  as  an  excnfe  for  not  being  intemperate ; 
[when  the  mandarin,  obferving  a  florrid  gentleman 
[in  the  company,  clapped  him  on  the  Ihoukler, 
land  told  him  by  the  interpreter,  that  he  was  fure  ■ 
Ik  had  no  excufe  to  make  pn  the  fcore  of  health, 
land  that  he  expeded  he  would  bear  him  company. 
iTliey  difpatched  feveral  bottles  of  Frontiniao, 
p'ithout  appearing  ruffled  j  and  after  that,  having 
[nearly  finiflied  a  bottle  of  citron  water,  they 
Itook  their  leave,  not,  however,  without  receiving 
[the  ufual  prefents. 

After  fome  obftacles  from  the  council,  to  which 
^he  mandarin  had  referred  the  claims  of  the  com- 
aodorc;;,  an  orde^  was  at  lad  obtained  for  repair- 
ing 
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ing  the  Centurion  j  and  a  great  number  of  CIil- 
iieie  carpenters  and  imilhs  went  on  bonrd,  andl 
letlled  the  terms  ot  the  work  tliey  were  to  per  J 
form.     Tlieir  charges   were  fufficiently  exoibi-l 
tant ;  bnt  fome  abatements  being  made,  the  com- 
nu)dore  at  lafl  contra6ltd  with  them  for  the 
wiiole. 

Hy  the  3d  of  March,  the  Centurion  was  once 
more  in  a  fi-ite  fit  for  refiflance  or  attack,  to  the 
gnat  joy  of  the  crew,  who  began  to  be  apprc' 
henfivc  that  the  Spaniards  wov«ldfeize  the  oppor- 
tunity of  tlieir  defencelefs  Hate,  to  deftroy  herJ 
Indeed,  it  appeared,  that  the  Governor  of  Manilln, 
hearing  that  the  Centurion  intended  to  careeu| 
in  the  Typa,  made  a  propofal  to  burn  her  while 
Ihe  lay  there  j  and  it  was  reported,  that  the  fcheme 
was  a6tuaUy  otVercd  to  be  carried  into  execulionj 
on  the  payment  of  forty  thoufand  dollars. 

In  the  beginning  of  April,  the  fliip  being  in 
every  refpedt  equipped  and  fit  for  fea,  the  Chi] 
nefe,  who  had  long  been  uneafy  at  their  flay,  a| 
laft  preffed  them  to  leave  the  port;  and,  to  enforcd 
this  mandate,  they  prohibited  any  farther  fuppliej 
of  provifions.  The  commodore  indeed  had  lid 
defire  to  lofe  one  day  unneceffarily  in  this  place 
and  having  completed  his  water  by  the  l^thj  hj 
weighed  and  ftood  to  fea. 

While  he  lay  here,  a  few  of  his  officers  hai| 
been  permitted  to  return  in  one  of  the  Englil 
Eaft  India  Company's  Ihipsj  and  he  had  engageil 
leveral  new  hands. 

While  in  port,  he  had  conftantly  given  0115 

that  he  was  bound  to  Batavia,  and  thence  to  Eiii 

Jand  ;  but  when  once  fairly  at  l^a,  he  fummonel 

all  his  people  on  the  quarter  deck,  and  informe 

them  oi  his  reiblutiou  to  cruiie  fur  the  two  ei 


ANSON  S    VOYAGE. 


213 


liefted  Manilla  fliips  of  that  year  j  told  them  he 
Icoukl  chufe  a  ftation  where  they  could  not  tail 
|to  find  them  j  and  added,  that  if  they  behaved 
[with  their  ufual  fpirit,  they  might  be  lure  of  fe- 
Icuring  one,  if  not  both. 

This  addrefs  was  received  with  lotid  applaufe, 
land  they  declared  their  relblution  to  fucceeJ, 
lorperifli  in  the  attempt.  All  their  hopes  were 
ligain  revived  of  returning  home  ladeu  with  the 
|fpoils  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  20th  of  May  they  difcovered  Cape 
lEfpiritu  Santo,  near  which  they  were  to  cruife  ; 
Ikut  knowing  that  fentinels  were  placed  there  to 
[make  (ignals  to  the  Acapnlco  Hiip,  when  llie  ihR 
mils  in  with  land,  the  commodore  tacked  and 
kept  his  dillance,  at  the  fame  time  ordering  the 
[top  gallant  fails  to  be  taken  in,  the  better  to  pre- 
sent being  difcovered.  But  notwithftanding  all 
lliis  care,  it  has  lince  appeared  that  he  was  feen 
Ifrem  land,  and  intelligence  conveyed  to  Mnnilla, 
|wher6  preparations  were  made  to  attack  him  on 
liis  ftation. 
Having  got  into  the  cruifing  latitude,  the  men, 
all  of  zeal  to  diftingnifli  themfelves,  were  dailr 
exercifed  in  the  ufe  of  fmall  and  great  guns  ;  and 
[every  ftep  was  taken  to  fecure  a  favourable  ilTuc 
fotlie  expelled  conteft. 

As  the  month  of  June  advanced,  their  impati- 
Icnce  increaffid;  and  on  the  laft  dayof  that  month, 
pe  certainty  of  feeing  the  galleons  was  dwindled 
fown  to  a  mere  poUibility.  However,  next  day, 
kt run-rife,  a  fail  was  ilefrricd  from  the  maft  head ; 
m  it  is  neecdlefs  to  depi6t  the  joy  which  bright- 
pied  every  face. 

The  Centurion  immediately  flood  towards  her, 
N,  to  the  commodore's  furprife,  the  galleon  did 
fot  change  her  courfe,  but  bore  down  upon  him. 

This 
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This  mfidfrhim  at  full  fuppofe  that  fhe  took  hii 
for  a  txiulbrlj  but  ho  was  afterwards  undtce.ived] 

At  one  in  the  afreninon  they  were  within  gum 
iliot  of  each  other,  whenAnfon,  perceiving  tlia 
the  Spaniards  had  not  yet  finiflied  clearing  ihcij 
fhip  for  adion,  immediately  ordered  fomeof  th^ 
cliacc  guns  to  be  filed,  to  interrupt  them  inthcij 
en*;agements.  The  gallron  returned  the  fire,  aiu 
on  the  Centurion's  making  fome  difpofitions  foj 
boarding,  the  Spaniards,  by  way  of  bravado,  die 
the  fame.  They  were  now  within  piflol  Ihot) 
when  the  engagement  commenced  in  earneft  j  nol 
did  the  galleon  fhew  the  leaft  fymptom  of  fear) 
Soon  after,  the  mats,  with  wjiich  ihe  had  ftuffd 
her  netting,  taking  fire,  and  blazing  violently! 
filled  the  enemy  with  the  utmoft  terror,  and  alfd 
alarmed  the  commodore,  left  flie  fliould  be  conj 
fumed.  The  Spaniards,  however,  at  laft,  turn! 
bled  both  theflaming  netting  and  mats  intothefeaj 
to  efcape  the  horrors  of  a  general  conflagration. 

This  accident  had  a  fatal  efFe6l  on  the  galleon'j 
crew,  and  in  the  mean  while,  the  Englifh  plyin/ 
them  from  their  tops  with  fmall  arms,  which  die 
amazing  execution,  killing  or  wounding  nioft  ol 
the  officers,  they  began  to  fall  into  confufion  anij 
to  defert  their  quarters.  The  oflacers  having 
ineffedually  tried  to  rally  the  intimidated  and 
linking  crew,  at  laft  fubmitted.  But  on  i\\\ 
whole,  it  has  feldcm  been  found,  that  the  Spanij 
ards  difplayed  more  intrepidity,  or  combatcf 
with  more  perfeverraicc  than  on  this  occafion. 

This  valuable  prize,  which  was  to  recompenfJ 
all  their  toils,  was  named  the  Noftra  Signora  df 
Cabadpnga,  commanded  by  Don  Jeronimo  di 
Montero,  a  Portuguefe  officer  of  ftiill  and  conm^t 
She  carried  five  hundred  and  fifty  men,  andtbirj 
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.fix  gun«i  mionntcd  for  a6tion,  befides  patercvoes. 

jIn  the  attic  n  Ihe  had  (ixty-feven  men  killed  and 

Iflghty-four  wounded  j  while  the  Centurion  only 

lloll  two,  and  had  a  lieutenant,  and  lixtecn  men 

rounded,  all  ot  whom  recovered,  lave  one.     The 

property  on  board  the  prize,  amounted  to  a  million 

jnda  half  of  dollars.  It  isiiupoliible  to  deleribe  the 

llranfports  of  the  Englifli,  when  they  faw  thcm- 

Iftlves  mafters  of  this  Ihip  :  it  was  heightened  by 

|the reflection  on  their  former  difappointments. 

At  this  very  moment  of  exultation,  the  com- 

nodore  was  fecretly  informed  by  one  of  the  lieu- 

lleiiants,  that  the  Centurion  was  on  fire  near  the 

|po\\'der  room.     Without  apparent  emotion,  he 

«ave  orders  for  preventing  the  dreadful  cataftro- 

|phe,  and  providentially  the  fire  was  got  under 

nthout  material  damage. 

A.11  the  Spanifli  prifoners,  except  fuch  as  were 
bought  neceifary  to  allift  in  the  navigation  of 
he  galleon,  being  fen t  on  board  the  Centurion, 
from  them  the  commodore  learned  that  the  other 
lanilla  fliip,  whofe  departure  he  had  hilt  year 
jitlayed,  failed  at  an  earlier  feaibn  than  ul'ua), 
nd  was  probably  fafe  in  Manilla  before  this  time. 
The  treafure  was  fccurcd  on  board  the  Centu- 
linnj  but  the  prifoners  being  double  the  number 
WtheEnglilb,  it  was  refolved  to  return  to  the 
lliver  Canton  ;  and  on  the  11th  of  July,  they  an- 
liored  off  Macao.  It  was  now  found  that  the 
|reafure  t^ken  from  the  Spaniards,  did  not  amount 
lefs  than  four  hundred  thouljind  pounds  Ber- 
ing, exclulive  of  the  ill  ips  and  goods  either  burn- 
or  deflroyed,  which  might  be  calculated  at  fix 
landred  thoufand  more.  Hence  the  aggregate 
Ks  to  the  enemy  could  not  be  lefs  than  a  million 
[om  this  expedition. 

While 
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While  the  Centurion  lay  at  anchor  without  th| 
Bocca  Tigris,  a  meflenger  arrived  from  the  mar 
darin  who  commanded  the  forts,  to  make  th| 
ufual  enquiries.     Anfon  explained  himfelf  with 
out  equivocation,  and  avowed  that  he  was  goinj 
into  Canton  river,  to  Ihelter  himfelf  from  the  a{ 
preaching  hurricanes,  after  which  he  would  fal 
for  England.    The  Chinefe  officer,  on  learning  hj 
force,  appeared  terrified,  and  remarked,  tliat  nl 
iliips  ever  came  into  Canton  river  armed  in  ih 
manner ;  and  it  is  ftippofed,  that  he  ordered  th| 
pilot  not  to  condu6t  tlie  commodore  through  di| 
Itraights. 

'  Anfon,  however,  was  determined  not  to  expo f 
his  fliip  to  danger  by  delay :  he  inlifted  on  tlil 
pilot  carrying  him  through  the  Bocca  Tigris  i[ 
fafcty,  on  pain  of  being  immediately  hung  u{ 
Terrified  by  thefe  threats,  he  complied ;  but  nei 
ther  the  mandarin,  who  commanded  the  forts  tha 
guarded  the  paffage,  nor  the  pilot  who  had  invc 
luntarily  yielded  his  afliftance,  efcaped  the  releii 
ment  of  the  government.     The  commodore  attei 
wards  rewarded  the  latter,  as  a  recompencc  fd 
the  punifliment  inflidted  on  him  by  his  countr)| 
men. 

On  the  iGth  of  July,  Anfon  fent  his- fecor 
lieutenant  to  Canton,  with  a  letter  to  the  vicero]| 
explaining  the  reafon  of  putting  his  into  por 
and  announcing  an  intended  vifit  to  his  excelleij 
cy.  This  officer  was  civilly  received,  and  a  pr(f 
mife  was  made  of  an  early  anfwer. 

Meanwhile  the  commodore  had  permitted  fonj 
of  the  officers  of  the  galleon  to  vifit  Canton,  wt 
were  ftridly  examined  by  the  regency,  and  the  aj 
fwers  they  gave,  tended  to  heighten  Anfon  in 
opinion  of  the  Chinefe.  In  a  word,  though  enl 
1  i^'l 
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Imics  and  prifoners,  they  a6ted  like  men  of  honour, 
ind  paid  many  due  compliments  to  the  humani- 
ty and  bravery  of  their  captors^* 

On  the  20th,  an  order  arrived  from  the  viceroy 
|of  Canton,  for  a  daily  fupply  of  provilions,  and 
Ifor  pilots  to  convey  the  Ihips  a  little  farther  up  the 
jriver.  Excufes  were  alfo  made  why  the  viceroy 
[could  not  immediately  receive  the  commodore. 

The  mandarins  now  began  to  enter  on  the  fub- 

Ijeft  of  port  duties  ;  but  the  commodore  gave  them 

Ipeiemptorily  to  underftand,  that  as  he  did  not 

come  for  the  purpofe  of  trade,  he  v/ould  fubmit 

to  none  j  nor  was  it  ufual  for  men  of  war  to  make 

[acknowledgments  for  anchoring  in  any  port. 

The  mandarins  next  folicited  the  relcafe  of  the 
Iprifoners  on  board  the  galleon,  lell  it  Ihould  in 
?olve  the  Chinefe  in  difputes  with  the  Spaniards. 
[Anfon,  though  extremely  defirous  to  get  rid  of 
them,  to  enhance  the  favour,  raifed  fome  difii- 
culties  J  but  at  laft  fuifered  himfelf  to  be  prevail- 
ed on  to  declare  that,  out  of  compliment  to  the 
Viceroy  of  Canton,  they  ihould  be  liberated  as 
[foon  as  he  pleafed  to  fend  boats  to  convey  them. 
In  a  lew  days  two  Chinefe  junks  took  them  up  j 
and  he  felt  happy  in  being  thus  honourably  freed 
Irom  fuch  an  encumberance. 

The  chicanery  and  artifice  of  the  Chinefe  dif 
played  itfelf  on  a  variety  of  occafions,  too  numcr- 
|ous  to  particularize;  and  the  fpirit  with  which 
this  was  fomctimes  refented,  had  nearly  embroiled 
the  commodore  with  them;  but  his  prudent 
firmnefs  always  brought  him  off,  though  not  with- 
I  out  fome  facrifices  on  the  fcore  of  expcnce. 

Towards  the  end  of  September,  Anfon,  finding 
that  he  was  deceived  by  thofe  who  had  contra6ted 
to  fupply  him  with  fca  ftores,  and  that  the  vice- 
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roy  had  not  Invited  him  to  an  interview,  ac^ 
cording  to  his  promife,  determined  to  proceed  tc 
Canton.  His  boat's  crew,  to  .the  number  of  cioh, 
teen,  were  drelfed  in  fcarlet  jackets,  and  blu(j| 
lilk  v^'aillcoats,  trimmed.  They  had  filver  but- 
tons on  their  clothes,  and  badges  of  the  fame  me-l 
tal  on  their  jackets  and  caps.  As  it  was  appre- 
hended that  the  payment  of  the  cuilomary  duties] 
might  be  iniifted  on,  before  a  licence  could  be  obi 
tained  to  victual  the  lliip,  and  the  comaiodorcj 
was  determined  never  to  fan6tion  fuch  an  impofii 
tion,  he  appointed  Mr.  Brett  to  be  captain  iiihi^l 
abfence,  dire6ting  him,  in  cafe  any  difpiite  ihouidl 
arife  at  Canton  on  account  of  the  duties,  to  de- 
llroy  the  Centurion's  prize,  and  then,  repairing! 
the  Bocca  Tigris,  to  wait  till  farther  orders. 

On  the  13th  of  06tober,  the  commodore  fetl 
out  for  Canton  in  his  own  barge,  attended  by 
all  the  fupercargoes  belonging  to  the  Englilh,] 
Danifli,  and  Swedilh  Ihips,  and  a  numerous  reti- 
nue in  boats.      On  his  arrival,  he  was  vilited  by 
the   principal    Chinefe    merchants,   who   again 
promifed  to  exert  themfelves  to  fecond  his  views; 
but,  after  various  difappointments,  he  addrelTedl 
another  letter  to  the  viceroy,  which  he  committed 
to  a  mandarin  to  deliver,  after  he  had  traullated 
it  into  Chinefe. 

Two  days  after  the  letter  was  difpatched,  a  I 
fire  broke  out  in  the  fuburbs  of  Canton.  Anion, 
on  the  firft  alarm,  repaired  to  the  fpot  to  alli't 
the  Chinefe,  attended  by  his  officers  and  bolt's i 
crew.  It  appeared  to  have  begun  in  a  Aulor's 
filed,  and  by  the  llightnefs  of  the  buildings  and 
the  timid  awkwardnefs  of  the  people,  was  ra- 
pidly advancing.  The  commodore  obfervingit 
was  running  along  a  wooden  coinice^  which 
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Ifonld  have  foon  communicated  the  conflagration 
to  a  great  diftance,  ordered  his  men  to  begin 
with  pulling  the  cornice  do^nj  but  being  in- 
jomied  that,  unlefs  they  atted  by  the  order  of  a 

I  mandarin,  he  would  be  made  refponiible  lor  what 
was  deraoliilic.d  ;  he  difmiired  his  attendants, 
with  directions  to  ailift  the  Englifli  fiidory  in  I'e- 

[furing  their  treafure  and  c]p^c6ts,  in  cale  the  iire 
Ihouid,  approach  fufnciently  near  to  endanger 
tiiera.  > 

All  this  while  the  Chinefe  contented  them- 
felves  with  viewing  the  progrels  of  the  fii.me, 
and  now  and  then  prefenting  little  idols  near  it, 
as  if  to  check  its  devaftation.  At  laft,  a  manda- 
rin arrived,  attended  by  four  or  five  hundred 
firemen,  who  made  fome  feeble  efforts  to  pull 
down  the  neighbouring  houies;  but  by  this  time 
the  lire  had  fpread  prodigioully  among  the  mt  r- 
diants  warehoufe.  ;  and  the  Chinefe  firemen  be- 
ing dellitute  both  of  Ikill  and  Ipirit,  nothing  lets 
than  a  general  conflagration  of  the  whole  city 
was  expe6ted. 

In  this  extremity  the  viceroy  himfelf  went 
thither,  and  by  a  meflage,  entreated  the  commo- 
dore to  yield  his  allifiance,  giving  him  at  the 
fame  time  a  difciCtionaiy  power  to  a6t  according 
to  the  bell  of  his  judgment.  On  this,  Anfon  a 
fecond  time  repaired  to  the  Icene  of  conflagration 
with  about  forty  of  his  people,  who  exerted  rhem- 
felves  in  fuch  an  extraordinary  manner  as  was  al- 
together unparalleled  in  that  country.  Cool 
amidft  danger,  and  rather  animated  than  deterred 
by  the  flames,  they  fliewcd  fuch  refolution  and  ac- 
tivity, that  the  progrefs  of  the  fire  was  foon  flop- 
ped^ aud  the  whole  was  quickly  extinguiflied. 
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The  Chinefe  firemen  flood  aftonifiied  fpe6ka- 
tors  of  the  intrepidity  of  the  Engliih,  who,  not- 
withllanding  their  daring  fpirit,  cfcaped  with  a 
few  inconiiderable  burns  and  bruifes. 

By  this  fire,  one  hundred  ihops  and  eleven 
Hreets  full  of  warehoufes  were  confumed,  fo  that 
the  damage  amounted  to  an  amazing  fum.  One 
Chinefe  merchant,  well  known  to  the  Engliili, 
was  faid  to  have  loft  near  two  hundred  thoufaad 
pounds  fterling.  The  violence  of  the  conflagra- 
tion was  increafed  by  large  quantities  of  camphor 
in  the  warehoufes,  which  produced  a  coUmin  of 
white  flame  that  blazed  to  a  prodigious  height. 

While  the  fire  was  likely  to  become  general, 
fome  of  the  moft  confiderable  merchants  had  ap- 
plied to  the  commodore  for  one  of  his  foldiers,  as 
they  ftyled  his  boat's  crew,  to  guard  their  proper- 
ty, which  they  dreaded  being  plundered  by  the 
populace.  Their  requeft  w^as  granted  j  and  to 
the  honour  of  the  failors,  their  fidelity  and  dili- 
gence were  univerfally  applauded. 

The  Englilh  chara6ter  now  ftood  high  in  Can- 
ton. Next  morning  many  of  the  principal  inha- 
bitants waited  on  the  commodore,  and  frankly 
confcfled  that  to  him  they  were  indebted  for  the 
prelervation  of  the  city.  Soon  after  the  viceroy 
fixed  his  audience  for  the  30th  of  November; 
and  to  the  fignal  fervices  performed  by  Mr.  An- 
ion and  his  people,  this  condefcenfion  was  proba- 
bly owing. 

The  commodore  now  began  to  prepare  to  wait 
on  the  viceroy,  and  was  full  of  pleafing  prefaces 
that  his  bufinefs  would  be  favourably  adjulled. 
He  engaged  a  Mr.  Flint  to  a6t  as  his  interpreter 
in  the  conference,  a  man  who  had  fpent  the 
greatefl  part  of  his  life  in  China^  ijpoke  die  Ian- 
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guagc  with  facility,  and  'v^ii.s  of  the  moft  rfTcntial 
fervice  to  the  Engliih  on  many  occaftous. 

On  the  morning  of  the  chiy  appointed,  a  man- 
darin came  to  inform  *he  commodore,  that  tlie 
Ticeroy  expected  him,  and  was  ready  y  on  which 
the  procertion  immediately  fet  out.  On  entering 
the  outer  gate  of  the  city,  two  hundred  foldicrji 
condufted  the  commodore  and  retinue,  vith 
much  parade,  to  the  palace,  where  ten  thoufand 
men  were  drawn  up  under  arms,  all  new  clothed 
for  the  occalion.  Anfon  and  his  party  having 
pafled  through  the  middle  of  them,  wns  conduct- 
ed to  the  great  hall  of  audience,  where  the  vice- 
roy was  feated  under  a  rich  canopy,  with  a  nume- 
rous council  of  mandarins  attending  him.  The 
commodore  was  placed  the  third  from  the  vice- 
roy, the  chiefs  of  the  law  and  treafury,  who  in 
China  take  precedence  of  all  military  othcers,  be- 
ing immediately  above  him. 

Anfon  now  began,  through  his  interpreter,  to 
enumerate  the  difficulties  he  had  found  in  obtain- 
ing an  audience,  the  delays  and  infincerity  he 
had  experienced  from  the  natives,  and  his  having 
been  obliged  at  lad  to  fend  his  own  officer  to  his 
excellency's  gate  with  a  letter.  The  viceroy  here 
interrupting  the  interpreter,  bid  him  alfui«e  the 
commodore,  (hat  the  firft  knowledge  he  had  of 
his  being  at  Canton,  was  derived  from  that  let- 
ter. The  commodore  then  went  on  to  ftate  the 
grievances  futfered  by  the  Englifh  Eall  India 
Company,  from  the  impofitions  of  merchants  and 
cuftomhoufe  officers ;  and  at  laft  concluded  with 
a  requeft,  that  he  might  be  favoured  with  a  li- 
cence to  fhip  off  his  own  provifions  and  ftores,  as 
he  intended  fpeedily  to  fail  for  England. 
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The  viceroy  promiled  that  the  licence  fliould 
"be  immediately  ifliied,  and  that  the  following 
day  every  thing  fhould  be  ordered  on  board.  Af- 
ter fome  general  converlation  and  thanking  the 
commodore  for  his  important  fervices  in  faving 
the  city  from  being  confumed,  he  wilhed  him  a 
good  voyage,  and  the  conference  broke  up. 

No  fooner  had  the  commodore  left  the  hall  of 
audience,  than  he  was  importuned  to  partake  of 
an  entertainment  in  an  adjoining  apartment  j  but 
finding  that  the  viceroy  did  not  intend  to  honour 
him  with  his  prefence,  he  declined  the  invita- 
tion, and  retired  in  the  fame  manner  as  he  came; 
receiving  a  falute  of  three  guns  as  he  left  the 
city. 

To  his  great  fatisfa6tion,  Anfon  had  now  fi- 
nilhed  his  provifion  bufinefs,  and  eftablilhed  an 
authentic  precedent  by  which  his  majefty's  Ihips 
of  war  will  for  the  future  be  exempted  from  port 
duties  throughout  the  Chinefe  dominions. 

The  provilions  arriving  according  to  the  vice- 
roy's promife,  the  commodore  embarked  to  go  on 
board  his  Ihip,  and  fuch  expedition  was  ufed  to 
equip  her  for  fea,  that  they  had  reached  Macao 
by  the  1 2tJi  of  December.  Here  Anfon  fold  the 
galleon  for  lix  tlioufand  dollars ;  and  on  the  15th 
the  Centurion  got  under  fail,  and  after  wooding 
and  watering  at  Prince's  Illand,  they  ftood  for  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  where  they  anchored  on  the 
11th  of  March. 

The  commodore  llaid  here  till  the  beginning 
of  April,  to  refrefti  his  crew,  highly  delighted 
with  the  pi6turefque  appearance  of  the  country, 
the  falubrity  of  the'  air,  and  the  extraordinary 
fertility  of  the  place.  Leaving  the  Cape,  they 
«;a]ue  in  iight  of  St.  Helena  on  tlie  19th  of  April, 
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but  did  not  land.  Nothing  worthy  of  notice  oc 
curred  till  the  10th  of  June,  when  they  fell  in 
with  an  li^ngliih  fhip,  which  gave  thetn  the  firft 
intelligence  of  a  French  war  j  and  though  a  con- 
iiderable  fleet  belonging  to  that  nation  was  then 
cruiling  in  the  mouth  of  the  Channel,  the  Cen- 
turion had  the  good  fortune  to  pafs  them  in  a 

fog.  ^ 

On  the  15th  of  the  fame  month,  to  the  inex- 
preUible  joy  of  the  crew  and  alfo  of  the  nation^ 
they  caft  anchor  at  Sjjithead  j  and  thus,  after  a 
feries  of  the  moft  extraordinary  adventures  and 
dreadful  fcenes  of  diiirefs,  they  completed  the 
circumnavigation  of  the  globe  in  three  years  and 
nine  months. 

The  treafures  taken  by  the  Centurion  were 
conveyed  in  many  waggons,  adorned  with  Spa- 
nifh  flags,  through  the  llreets  of  London  to  the 
Tower,  attended  by  the  Joud  acclamations  of  the 
multitude.  The  commodore  was  loaded  with 
honours  3  and  the  humbleft  failor  who  furvived 
the  dangers  and  calamities  of  the  vrvage,  had 
not  only  the  fatisfadion  of  contributing  to  the 
humiliation  of  the  enemies  of  his  country,  but  of 
alfo  being  enriched  with  their  fpoils. 

It  has  already  been  feen  that  the  Spaniards  had 
fitted  out  a  fquadron  to  countera6t  the  deligns  of 
the  En';lilh.  The  fate  of  that  armament  is  nes- 
ceflarily  conne6ted  with  the  hittory  of  this  voyr 
age :  it  prefents  features  of  correfponding  dif- 
trefs,  unbrightened  by  ultimate  fuccefs. 

The  fquadron  deftined  by  the  Spaniards  to 
watch  the  motions  of  Commodore  Anion,  conlift- 
ed  of  the  Alia  of  lixty-fix  guns,  and  feven  hun- 
dred men,  commanded  by  Admiral  Don  Jofeph 
Pizarro  -,  the  Guipuicg^i  qf  feven ty- four  guns,  and 
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feven  hundred  men  j  the  Hermione  of  fiflv-fonr 
guns,  and  five  hundred  nricnj  the  Elperanza  of 
fifty  guns,  and  three  hundred  and  fifty  men  ;  the ! 
St.  Eltevan  of  forty  guns,  and  three  hundred  and 
fifty  men,  and  the  Pet  ache  of  twenty  guns.  They 
hnd  likewife  on  beard  an  old  Spanilh  regiment  of 
intantry.  This  formidable  equipment,  which,  in 
point  of  ftrength,  was  far  fuperior  to  Anfon's, 
having  cruifed  fome  days  to  the  leeward  of  Ma- 
deira, before'  he  arrived  at  that  ifland,  fteered  for 
the  River  Phite  j  and  anchored  in  Maldonada  Bay 
on  the  5th  of  January  174I . 

Pizarro  immediately  fent  to  Buenos  Ayres  for  a 
fupply  of  provifionsj  but  receiving  intelligence 
of  Anfon's  arrival  at  St.  Catharine's,  from  the 
treaclierous  governor  of  that  place,  refolved  to 
get  before  him  j  and  in  confequence  left  the  port 
without  waiting  for  the  expected  fupplies.  Not- 
withftanding  his  precipitate  departure,  the  Eng- 
lilh  had  got  the  Hart  of  him  by  four  days}  and  foon 
after  the  Pearl  being  leparated  from  the  reft,  fell 
in  with  Pizarro's  fleet,  and  narrowly  efcaped  be- 
ing captured. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  February,  the  Spaniards 
endeavoured  to  double  Cape  Horn  j  but  a  violent 
Itorm  overtaking  them,  the  Guipufcoa,  the  Her- 
mione, and  the  Lfperanza  were  feparated  from  the 
admiral.  The  Hermione  was  fuppofed  to  have 
foundered,  as  flie  never  was  heard  of  more ;  and 
the  Guipufcoa  was  run  aftiore,  and  funk  on  the 
coafl:  of  Brafil. 

The  calamities  they  now  fuffered  arc  almoft 
incredible.     la  addition  to  the  ills  the  Englilh 
had  undergone,  they  had  to  firuggle  with  fa- 
jnine  j  for  having  only  four  months  provifions  on| 
bo«rd  when  they  left  Spaia,  and  railUy  leaving  1 

the 


AKSON  S    VOYAGE. 


225 


the  River  Plate  two  days  before  a  fiipply  of  pro- 
vlfions  could  arrive,  they  were  totally  unprovided 
for  fuch  a  tedious  navigation.  To  fuch  a  deplor- 
able condition  were  they  reduced,  that  iliip  rats, 
when  they  could  be  caught,  fold  for  four  dollars 
a  piece';  and  a  failor  who  died  on  board,  had  his 
death  concealed  for  fome  days  by  his  own  brother, 
who  lay  in  his  hammock,  merely  to  obtain  the 
dead  man's  allowance  of  provifions. 

In  this  dreadful  fituation  they  were  alarmed, 
if  their  horrors  were  capable  of  augmentation, 
with  the  difcovery  of  a  confpiracy  on  board  the 
admiral's  (liip,  which  arofe  from  the  hunger  they 
endured,  which  had  ilimulated  one  part  to  at- 
tempt the  maflacre  of  the  reft,  in  order  to  increafc 
their  allowance.  The  deligns  of  the  confpirators 
were  fortunately  difcovered,  juft  as  they  were 
ripe  for  execution,  and  fome  of  the  ringleaders 
I'uffered  death.  But  though  this  confpiracy  was 
fiippreflfed,  their  other  calamities  admitted  of  no 
alleviation,  but  eveiy  day  grew  more  deftru6tive. 

By  the  complicated  ills  of  dileafe,  fatigue,  and 
famine,  the  three  Ihips  which  efcaped,  loft  the 
greatert  part  of  their  men  j  and  of  the  entire  re- 
giment of  foot,  only  fifty-eight  were  now  alive. 

Pizarro  being  in  want  of  all  kinds  of  fupplies, 
and  unable  to  procure  any  from  the  neighbouring 
fettlements,  difpatched  an  advice  boat  with  a  let- 
ter of  credit,  to  purchafe  what  was  abfolutely  re- 
quifite,  from  the  Portuguefe  at  Rio  Janeiro  j  and 
3t  the  fame  time  fent  an  exprefs  over  land  to  the 
Vicerpy  of  Peru,  requefting  a  remittance  from  the 
royaj  cheft  at  Lima,  to  enable  him  to  attempt  the 
paffage  to  the  South  Seas  a  fecond  time,  and  to 
traverfe  the  views  of  the  Englifli.  The  viceroy, 
however,  remitted  him  no  more  than  one  half 
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that  was  folic! ted  j  and  the  Portuguefe  at  Rio 
Janeiro,  though  they  fupplied  him  with  ibme  iii'.- 
val  liores,  could  neither  furnifli  mads  nor  yards. 

Notwithftanding  thole  diiappointments,  Piz.ir- 
ro  found  means  to  relit  the  Alia  and  the  St.  Kite- 
van,  and  with  thefe  he  was  proceeding  to  double 
Cape  Horn,  when  the  latter  veflel,  in  fiiiling 
down  the  River  Plate,  ran  on  a  llioal,  and  receiv- 
ed fuch  damage,  that  Ihe  was  obliged  to  be  broke 
up.  The  admiral  was  now  fingly  to  attempt  this 
dangerous  navigation,  when  the  Alia  loll  iier 
mails,  and  was  a  fecund  time  obliged  to  abandon 
her  defign. 

As  the  flag  fliip  had  greatly  fufFered,  the  Ef- 
peranza  was  ordered  to  be  refitted,  and  the  com- 
mand was  given  to  Mindinuetta,  who  had  been 
captain  of  the  Guipafcoa.  This  officer  failed  in 
November  1/42,  and  arrived  fafe  on  the  coaft 
of  Chili,  where  he  was  met  by  Pizarro,  who  had 
palled  over  land. 

It  mnft  here  be  obferved,  that  in  the  exprefs 
which  had  been  difpatched  to  the  Viceroy  of  Pe- 
ru, to  obtain  a  remittance,  it  had  been  intimated 
that  it  was  polfible  a  part  of  the  Engliili  Iqua- 
dron  might  reach  the  South  Seas,  and  therefore, 
it  would  be  advilable  for  his  excellency  to  fend 
what  Ihips  he  could  to  intercept  them  lingly,  be* 
fore  they  could  reach  any  port.  In  conlequence 
of  this  advice,  four  fhips  of  confiderable  force  | 
were  fent  from  Callao,  which  were  to  have  join- 
ed Pizarro,  on  his  arrival  on  the  coafl  of  Chili.  I 
Three  of  thefe  were  (lationed  off  Conception: 
the  other  was  difpatched  to  Juan  Fernandez, | 
where  Ihe  cruifed  till  within  a  few  days  of  Com- 
modore An  foil's  arrival  j  but  defpairing  of  find- 
ing him^  aud  thinking  it  was  impoHible  he  couldl 
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keep  the  lea  fo  long,  ihe  quilted  that  ftation,  and 
returned  to  Callao.  l^ortune  then  favoured  the 
Englilh  ;  and  the  delays  they  met  with,  were  the 
very  means  of  their  prefervation. 

But  to  return.  Pizarro  had  not  yet  filled  up 
themeafure  of  his  calamities.  In  \745  he  return- 
ed from  Chili  to  Buenos  Ayres,  aceoinpanied  by 
Mindinuetta ;  when  they  found  the  Afia  at 
Monte  Vedis,  which  they  had  left  nearly  three 
years  before,  and  rcfolved  to  return  to  Europe. 
They  refitted  her  in  the  beft  manner  poflible  -, 
and  to  fupply  the  deficiency  of  hands,  they  prefi- 
cd  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  place,  fome 
Portuguefe  fmugglers,  and  a  party  of  Indians, 
among  whom  was  a  chief,  named  Orellana. 

"With  this  motley  and  ditatl'e6led  crew,  Pizarro 
fet  fail  about  the  beginning  of  November,  1/45  j 
having  on  board  fome  Englifii  prifoners,  whom 
the  native  Spaniards  treated  with  much  feverity, 
as  well  as  the  forced  companions  of  their  voyage. 
Orellana  fuffered  every  infult  and  cruelty  that 
malice  could  inflift,  merely  to  ihew  fuperiority  : 
this  he  bore  with  apparent  refignation,  while  re- 
venge rankled  in  his  breath  He  cultivated  am 
intimacy  with  fuch  of  the  Englilh  prifoners  as 
could  fpeak  Spanilh,  a  language  he  ufed  with 
fluency,  and  founding  them  at  a  diftance,  to  learn 
their  I'entiments  which  were  not  fufficiently  vin- 
di^ive  to  draw  out  his  confidence,  he  determined 
to  trull  to  the  refolution  often  faithful  followers 
[alone,  of  his  own  people,  to  emancipate  himfelf 
I  and  them  from  the  flavery  of  their  prefent  condi- 
jtion. 

Revenge  is  ingenious  in  executing  its  barba- 
Itous  defigns.  Orellana  had  furniflied  himfelf  and 
|adlterents  with  iharp  pointed  knives  3  and  at  their 
2  ieifure 
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leifure  hours  they  had  fecrctly  cut  out  thongi 
from  raw  hides,  which  they  armed  with  double 
headed  ihot.  This,  wlien  fwung  routed  the  head, 
was  a  dangerous  and  deltru6tive  weapon,  and  in 
its  ufe  the  Indians  were  very  expert. 

Irritated  by  reiterated  indignities  and  injuries, 
lie  now  haftened  to  feek  redrefs.  One  evening,  as 
many  of  the  principal  officers  were  enjoying  the 
freilmefs  of.  night  air  on  deck,  Orellana  and  his 
confederates  having  prepared  their  weapons, 
poured  in  a  body  to  the  door  of  the  great  cabin; 
for  which  they  were  reprimanded,  and  ordered 
to  be  gone.  Immediately,  as  had  been  concert- 
ed, two  Indians  drew  off  to  each  gang  way,  when 
the  chief  and  fix  others  let  up  the  mott  hor- 
rid war  cry,  and  brandifliing  their  double  head- 
ed Hiot  in  one  hand,  while  they  held  their  drawn 
knives  in  the  other,  in  an  inftant  they  laid  forty 
Spaniards  at  their  feet^  twenty  of  whom  were 
killed  on  the  fpot. 

The  confufion  now  fpread  from  this  unexped- 
ed  attack  is  not  to  be  delcribed  :  many  of  the  of- 
ficers rulhed  into  tho  great  cabin,  where  they 
barricadoed  the  door  and  extinguilhed  the  lights; 
fome  concealed  themfclves  among  the  cattle; 
while  others  fecured  themfclves  in  the  tops  or 
rigging.  All  were  afraid  to  relift,  or  met  with 
death  in  the  attempt. 

Thus  with  an  intrepidity,  perhaps  unparalleled,  j 
did  thefe  eleven  Indians,   almoft  in  an  inllant, 
poflefs  themfclves  of  the  quarter  deck  of  a  Ihip 
carrying  five  hundred  men  and  fixty-lix  guns. 
Meanwhile  the  admiral  and  liis  oflScers  in  the  ca- 
bin, being  panic  ftruck,  were  long  incapable  ofl 
forming  any  project  for  their  deliverance.    Th«i| 
yells  of  the  Indians^  the  groans  of  the  wounded, 
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[the  clarknefs  of  the  night,  and  the  uncertainty  of 
Itlie  extent  of  the  confpiracy,  filltid  the  minds  of 
lilie  Spaniards  with  horror,  and  drove  fome  of 
tliem  to  the  delpcrate  refolution  of  throwing 
thenifelves  into  the  il*a,  rather  than  perifli  by  the 
|hands  of  enraged  confpirators. 

The  Indians  having  cleared  the  quarter  deck, 
[the  tumult  in  a  great  meal'ure  fubfided  j  for  thoic 
who  efcaped  were  kept  fileiit  by  their  fears.  At 
length  Pizarro,  having  found  means  to  converfe 
through  the  windows  and  port  holes  with  fome 
ot  his  crew,  found,  to  his  great  fatisfadtion,  that 
the  Engliih,  whom  he  dreaded  Wioll,  were  all  fafo 
below  and  quiet  j  and  it  was  gradually  difcover- 
ed  that  the  Indians  alone  were  concerned  in  the 
|niutiny. 

This  information  recalled  the  refolution  of  Pl- 
izarro  and  his  officers.  Tiiey  relblved  to  attack 
the  Indians  immediately,  before  the  dilafFe6ted 
could  recover  their  furprife  and  join  them  ',  and 
irming  themfelvcs  with  pi  Hols,  the  only  weapon^ 
within  their  reach,  they  flightly  opened  the  cabin 
door,  and  lired  feveral  ihot  among  the  conlpira- 
tors,  without  effett.  At  laft  Mindinuetta  had  the 
good  fortune  to  flioot  Orellana  dead  on  the  fpot, 
when  his  faithful  companions  abandoning  all 
thoughts  of  farther  reliftance,  inftantl)  leaped  i*- 
|to  the  fea,  and  periihed  to  a  man. 

Thus  this  lingular  infurredion  was  quelled, 
land  the  quarter  deck  regained,  after  it  had  been 
two  hours  in  the  poilellion  of  this  intrepid,  but 
|unfortunate  chief  and  his  countrymen. 

Pizarro  now  continued  his  voyage  without  in- 
herruption,  and  arrived  on  the  coaft  of  Gallicia, 
in  the  beginning  of  1746,  atKT  having  been  ab- 
Ifent  from  Europe  confulcraMy  more  than  four 
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years.  By  this  expedition,  the  .Spaniards  lol 
nearly  as  much  as  by  the  luccefles  of  Anfon ;  an] 
on  the  whole,  the  policy  of  attacking  Spain  in  thl 
lame  quarter  in  any  future  wars,/  was  conrirmeJ 
beyond  a  doubt,  and  the  event  will  furnilh  ai 
example  to  lateil  pofterity. 
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T  O 


g^outlj  amrrica^ 


THE  Spaniards  are  by  no  means  a  literary  na- 
tion, and  as  far  as  an  intimate  knowledge 
of  their  American  fettlements  extends  j  foreign- 
ers, from  want  of  opportunity,  muft  be  confelfed- 
I  ly  deficient.  It  is  therefore  w^ith  pleafure  we 
enter  on  the  prefent  voyage,  not  lefs  dittinguiih- 
ed  for  accuracy  and  fidelity,,, than  for  the  abilities 
[of  the  writer,  and  the  ample  fcope  his  lituation 
gave  him  for  enquiry  and  remark. 

Tiie  expedition,  which  gave  rife  to  this  narra- 
tive, was  undertakeqj|by  the  command  of  the 
King  of  Spain,  and  the  original  was  publiihed  at 
Madrid  by  his  diredion.  In  order  to  determine 
tlie  true  figure  of  the  earth,  it  was  a  defideratum 
to  mei&fure  a  degree  of  the  meridian  near  the 
e<luator.    For  this  purpole,  Louis  XV.  had  appli- 
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cd  to  the  Spanifli  monarch  to  be  permitted  t 

fond  lome  of  the  Royal  Acadenny  of  Sciences  a 

Paris  to  Quito,  which  is  lituated  near  the  equator,! 

that  they  might  make  the  neceflary  obfervation 

for  folving  a  problem  of  fuch  importance  to  thd 

fciences  in  general,  and  to  thole  of  geography 

and  navigation  in  particular.  The  King  of  Spain, 

not  only  yielding  to  this  honourable  folicitation, 

but  animated  with  a  defire  of  fharing  in  the  glory 

of  fo  noble  a  delign,  appointed  Don  George  Juan 

and  Don  Antonio  de  Ulloa,  both  captains  in  the 

Spanifli  navy,  and  very  able  mathematicians,  to 

accompany  the  French  delegates  to  Quito,  and  tc  ^ 

aflift  them  in  an  undertaking  at  once  arduous  and  | -'^^"Hrication 

important.  %   '  ^ruded 

Thefe  gentlemen  embarked  at  Cadiz  on  the  ^-'^'^^ "0"p' 
26th  of  May  1735  ;  and  after  fome  impediments        ^ ''"  "'*' 
from  contrary  winds,  without  any  other  material 
occurrence,  came  to  an  anchor  in  Carthagena 
Bay,  on  the  gth.  of  July.     . 

The  city  of  Carthagena  (lands  in  10  deg,  25 
min.  48|  fee.  north  latitude,  and  in  the  longitude 
of  282  deg.  28  min.  36  fee.  from  the  meridian  of 
Paris.  Tlie  variation  of  the  needle,  they  alfo, 
from  feveral  obfervations,  found  to  be  eight  de- 
grees eafterly.  * 

The  advantageous  fituation  of  Carthagena,  the 
extent  and  fecurity  of  its  bay,  and  the  great  lliare 
it  attained  of  the  commerce  of  that  Ibutliern  con-  ■fufticiently 
tinent,  foon  caufed  it  to  be  erected  into  a  city;  Whing  of  po^ 
and  the  fame  circumftanceilpntributed  to  its  pre-  ■^lieui  want 
fervation  and  increafe,  fo  that  it  foon  became  the  I  The  jurif 
mod  efteemed  fettlcment  and  ftaple  of  the  Spa-  fc''-a  reacht 
niards  j  but,  at  the  fame  time,  thefe  advaatages  Plagdalena, 
nlfo  drew  on  it  the  hoftilities  of  foreigners'^ho,  f  ^v^»  it  boi 
thirJfting  after  its  riches,  or  induced  by  thjEi  im-  |^eiice  it  (li 
.    w  portance 
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ortance  of  the  place  itfelf,  have  feveral  times 
[taken  and  plundered  it. 

The  city  is  fituated  on  a  fandy  illand,  which, 
forming  a  narrow  paliage  on  the  fouth-weft,  opens 

communication  with  that  part  called  Tierra 
Bomba,  as  far  as  Boca  Chica.  The  land  is  fo 
laarrow  on  the  north  lide,  that,  originally,  the 
Idiltaiice  from  fea  to  lea  was  only  thifty-five  fa- 
Ithonis ;  but  afterwards  enlarging,  forms  another 
liiland  on  this  lide ;  and  the  whole  city  is,  except- 
liiig  thefe  two  places,  which  are  very  narrow,  eU" 
Jtiidy  furrpunded  by  the  fea.  Eaftward,  it  com 
Imunicates  by  means  of  a  wooden  bridge  :  the 
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duousanu!^'^^'"'^*^^^^**^"'**  both  of  the  city  and  fuburbs,  are 
iruded  in  the  modern  form,  and  lined  with 
,iL;e  Itone. 

The  city  and  fuburbs  of  Carthagena  are  well 
jlaid  out,  the  ftreets  being  ftraight,  broad,  uni- 
form, and  \y-ell  paved.  I'he  houfes  are  built  of 
tone,  except  a  few,  which  are  of  brick  ;  but  con-, 
filtchiefly  of  only  one  llory  above  the  ground  ftoorj 
the  apartments,  however,  are  well  conti'ivcd.  <t 
All  the  houfes  have  balconies  and  lattices  of 
[wood,  as  being  more  durable,  in  this  climate, 
than  iron,  which  is  foon  corroded  and  dedroyed 
by  the  moiilure  §|id  acrimonious  quality  of  tho 
nitrons  air.  ^ 

All  the  churches  and  convents  are  elegant  and 
liern  con-  Bfutficiently  capacious ;  but  there  appears  fome- 
to  a  city;  Bthing  of  poverty  in  the  ornaments,  and  fome  of 
to  its  pre-  ■tlieni  want  what  even^jecency  requires, 
ecame  the  I  The  jurifdidtion  of  me  government  of  Cartha- 
the  Spa-  K^iia  reaches  eaftward  to  the  great  River  de  la 
dvaatages  flagdalena,  and  along  it  fouthward,  till  winding- . 
lers^ls^ho,  J^v^y,  it  borders  on  the  province  of  Antioguia  : 
thjfe  im-  l^lience  it  ftretches  weftward  to  the  Hivcr  of  ^*< 
portanceB  5Cg  ri^'jr 
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rien  j  and  thence  northward  to  the  ocean,  all 
along  the  coalls  between  the  mbulhs  of  thefe  two 
rivers.  There  is  a  tradition,  that  all  thefe  coun-l 
tries  formerly  abounded  in  gold,  and  fome  vefJ 
tiges  of  the  old  mines  of  that  metal  are  dill  to  be 
feen  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Simiti,  San  LucasJ 
and  Guamaco  j  but  they  are  now  negleftedj 
being,  as  imagined,  exhaulled.  But  what  equal- 
ly contributed  to  the  riches  of  this  country,  ws 
the  trade  it  carried  on  with  Choco  and  DarienJ 
from  whence  they  brought,  in  exchange  for  this 
metal,  the  feveral  manufactures  of  which  theyl 
ftood  in  need.     , 

To  the  above  circumftantial  defcription  of  thel 
city  of  Carthagena,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  add  al 
Ihort  account  of  its  inhabitants,  which  may  bel 
divided  into  different  calls  or  tribes,  who  derive| 
their  origin  from  a  coalition  of  whites,  negroes 
and  Indians.  It  will,  therefore,  be  neceflary  to| 
treat  of  each  particularly.  ' 

The  whites  may  be  divided  into  two  clafles, 
the  Europeans  and  Creoles,  or  whites  born  in  thel 
country.     The  former  are  commonly  called  cha-l 
pitones,  but  are  not  numerous :    moft  of  them! 
either  return  into  Spain,  after  acquiring  a  com- 
petent fortune,  or  remove  up  into  the  inland  pro- 
vinces, in  order  to  jncreafe  it.    Thofe  who  arel 
fettled  at  Carthagena,  carry  on  the  whole  trade 
of  that  place,  and  live  in  opulence,  whilft  thel 
other  inhabitants  are  indigent,  and  reduced  to| 
have  recourfe  to  mean  anil  hard  labour  for  fub- 
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liftence.  The  families  oflhe  white  Creoles  com-l 
pofe  the  landed  intereft  j  fome  of  them  have  largel 
eftates,  and  are  highly  refpe6ted,  becaufe  theirj 
anceftors  came  into  the  country  invefted  with  ho- 
|i(mrable  pofls^  bringing  their  families  with  themJ 
:#  vrhec 
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Iffhen  they  fettled  here.     Befides  thefe,  there  are 
loilier  whites,  in  mcaii  circumftances,  who,  either 
lovve  their  origin  to  Indian  families,  or,  at  leail,  . 
Itoan  intermarriage  with  them  ;  fo  that  there  is 
I'ome  mixture  in  their  blood  :  but  when  this  is  ' 
liiot  difcoverable  by  their*  colour,  the  conceit  of  ■ 
Ibeing  whites  alleviates  the  preflure  of  every  other 
Icalamity. 

Among  the  other  tribes,  which  are  derived 
Ifrom  an  intermarriage  of  the  whites  with  the  ne- 
groes, the  firft  are  the  mulattoes,  fo  well  known, 
hhat  there  is  no  neceliity  for  faying  any  thing 
farther  on  this  head.  Next  to  thele  are  the  ter- 
Icerones,  produced  from  a  white  and  a  mulatto, 
vith  fome  approximation  to  the  former,  but  not  • 
fftuear  as  to  obliterate  their  origin.  After  thefe 
follow  the  quarteroncs,  proceediivg  from  a  white 
and  a  terceron.  Tlie  laft  are  the  quinterones, 
who  owe  their  origin  to  a  white  and  a  quarteron. 
This  is  the  laft  gradation,  there  being  no  vifible 
difference  between  them  and  the  whites,  either 
iii  colour  or  features ;  nay,  they  are  often  even 
fiirer  than  the  Spaniards  themfelves.  The  child- 
ren of  a  white  and  quinteron  are  alio  called  Spa- 
niards, and  confider  themfelves  as  free  from  all 
taint  of  the  negro  race.  Every  perlon  is  fo  jea- 
lous of  their  tribe  or  caft,  tl^at  if,  through  any  inv 
advertence,  without  the  leaft  intention  to  affront, 
you  call  them  by  a  degree  lower  than  what  they 
I  actually  are,  they  are  highly  offend*^. 

Before  they  attiain  the  clafs  of  the  quinterones, 
Itherearefeveral  intervening  circumftances  which 
throw  th'em  back  j  for,  between  the  mulatto  and 
the  negro,  there  is  an  intermediate  race,  which 
they  call  fambos,  owing  their  origin  to  a  mixture 
I  between  one  of  thefe  with  s^  ludian,  or  among 
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themfclvcs.  They  are  alio  diftingulflied  accord- 
to  the  cafls  their  fathers  were  of.  Betwixt  the 
tercerones  and  the  muhittoes,  the  quart erones  and 
the  tercerones  are  thofe  called  tente  en  el  ayrc, 
fufpended  in  the  air  ;  becaule  they  neither  ad- 
vance nor  recede.  Children,  whole  parents  are 
a  quartcron  or  a  quinteron,  and  a  mulatto  or  ttr- 
ceron,  are  falto  atras,  retrogrades  j  becaufe,  in- 
Itead  of  advancing  toward  being  whites,  they 
have  gone  backwards  towards  the  negro  race. 
AU  the  children  between  a  negro  and  a  quarte- 
r6n,  are  called  fambos  de  negro,  de  mulatto,  de 
terceron,  &c. 

Thel'e  are  the  mod  known  and  common  tribes 
or  cafts.  There  are,  indeed,  feveral  others,  pro- 
ceeding from  their  intermarriages ;  but  being  lb 
various,  even  they  themlelves  cannot  ealily  dif- 
tinguiih  them. 

Thefe  calls,  from  the  mulattoes,  all  affc(5t  the 
Spaniih  drefs,  bat  wear  very  flight  ftulfs,  on  ac- 
count of  the  heat  of  the  climate.  Thefe  are  the 
mechanics  of  the  city ;  the  whites,  whether  Cre- 
oles or  chapitones,  difdaining  fuch  mean  occupa- 
tion.^, follow  nothing  below  merchandife.  But 
it  being  impoliible  for  all  to  mcceed,  great  num- 
bers, not  being  a4)le  to  procure  I'nfHcient  credit, 
become  poor  and  miferable,  from  their  averliou 
to  thofe  trades  they  follow  in  Europe  >  and,  in- 
ftcad  of  the  riches,  which  they  flattered  them- 
felves  with  pofl'elflng  in  the  Indies,  they  experi- 
ence the  moft  complicated  wretchednels. 

The  clafs  of  negroes  is  divided  into  two  parts, 
the  free  men  and  the  flaves;  the  latter  are  em 
ployed  in  the  farms  and  villages,  and  part  in  the 
city.    Thofe  in  the  city  are  obliged  to  perform 
tbc  moft  laborious  fervices>  and  pay  out  of  their 
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[wages  a  certain  quota  to  their  makers ;  fubfift- 
jing  themfelves  on  the  fnlall  remainder.  The 
jviolpncc  al  the  heat  not  permitting  thcni  to  wear 
jail/  clothes,  their  only  covering  is  a  fmall  piece 
lot  cotton  Ihirt'  about  *^  ir  wailt ;  the  female 
|ll;n'e-»  go  in  the  lame  manner.  Some  of  theie 
Jive  at  the  farm  houfes,  being  married  to  the 
|lLivr.s  who  work  there  ;  while  tholb  in  the  city 
Iteli  in  the  markets  all  kinds  of  eatables,  and  dry 
Ifraits,  fw'eetmeat'?,  cakes  made  of  maize  and  caf- 
|fava,  and  feveral  otljer  things  about  the  flreets. 

rhofe  who  have  children  fucking  at  their  breads, 

arry  them  on  their  llioulders,  in  order  to  have 
Itheir  arms  at  liberty ;  and  when  the  infant  is 
Ikngry,  they  give  them  the  breaft,  either  under 
lihe  arm  or  over  the  flioulder,  without  taking 
Idiem  from  their  backs.     This  will,  perhaps,  ap- 

sar  incredible,  but  their  brealls  being  left  to 
Igrow,  without  any  prelTure  on  them,  often  hang 
pown  to  their  very  waills. 

In  the  houfe,  the  whole  exercife  of  the  ladies 
bnfills  in  fitting  in  their  hamaiocks,  and  fwing- 
jing  themfelves  for  air.  This  is  fo  general  a  cuf- 
lioin,  that  there  is  not  a  houfe  without  two  or 
Jhree,  according  to  the  number  of  th^  family.  In  " 
lliele  they  pafs  the  greater  part  o#  the  day  j  and 
loften  men,  as  well  as  women,  fleep  in  them,* 
without  minding  the  inconveniency  of  not  flretch- 
|iiig  the  body  at  full  length. 

Both  fexes  are  obferved  to  be  poflefled  of  a 
fereat  ihare  of  wit  and  penetration,  and  alio  of  a 
|enius  proper  to  excel  in  all  kinds  of  mechanic 
prts.    This  is  particularly  confpicuous  in  thofe 

ilio  apply  themfelves  to  literature,  and  who,  at  a 
fender  age,  ihew  a  judgment  and  perfpicacity, 
pich,  in  other  climates,  is  attained  only  by  a 

long 
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long  ferics  of  years,  and  the  greateft  application  J 
This  happy  difpofition  continues  till  they  are  be- 
tween twenty  and  thirty  years  of  age,  after \sliichl 
they  generally  decline  as  faft  as  they  rofe ;  aiKlj 
frequently,  before  they  arrive  at  that  age,  wImA 
they  lliould  begin  to  reap  the  advantage  of  their) 
ftudies,  a  natural  indolence  checks  their  fartherl 
progrels,  and  they  forfake  the  fciences,  leavingl 
the  furprifing  eftefts  of  their  capacity  imperfeft. 

The  principal  cauie  of  the  Ihort  duration  of 
fuch  promiling  beginnings,  and  of  the  indolentl 
turn  fo  often  feen  in  thefe  bright  geniules  is,| 
doubtlefs,  the  want  of  proper  obje6ts  for  exercii- 
ing  their  faculties,  and  the  fmall  hopes  of  being! 
preferred  to  any  poll  anfwerable  to  the  pains| 
they  have  taken  :  for,  as  there  is  in  this  coun- 
try neither  army  nor  navy,  and  the  civil  em-l 
ployments  very  few,  it  is  not  at  all  furprifingJ 
that  the  defpair  of  making  their  fortunes  by  tliisl 
method,  fliould  damp  their  ardor  for  excelling  inl 
the  fciences,  and  plunge  them  into  idlenefs,  thel 
fure  forerunner  of  vice.    The  fame  is  evident  inl 
the  mechanic  arts,  wherein  they  early  excel  ai)d| 
fpeedily  decline,  from  the  caufes  already  men- 
tioned. 

Charity  Is  a  virtue  in  which  all  the  inhabitants! 
of  Carthagena,  without  exception,  may  be  fliidl 
pcirticularly  to  excel  j  and  did  they  not  libeially| 
exert  it  towards  European  ftrangers,  who  gene- 
rally come  hither,  as  they  phrale  it,  to  feek  theirl 
fortune,  they  would  often  periHi  with  ficknelsl 
and  poverty.  This  appears  a  fubje^t  of  fuch  im-| 
portance,  though  well  known  to  all  who  have  vi- 
lited  this  part  of  the  world,  that  a  word  or  twol 
mull  be  added  on  it,  in  order  to  iindeceive  thofel 
who,  not  contented  with^  perhaps,  a  competentT 

eftalq 


JUAN    AKD   UtLOA. 


'23^ 


e'ftate  in  Iheir  •own  country,  imagine  that  it  is 
only  fetting  their  foot  in  the  Indies^  and  their 
fortune  is  made*. 

Thofe  on  board  the  galleons,  who  are  called 
Pulizones,  are  men  without  employment,  llock, 
or  recommendation  j  who  leave  their  country  as 
fugitives,  and,  without  licence  from  the  officers, 
come  to  feck  their  fortune  in  a  country  where 
they  are  utterly  unknown.    Thefe,  after  traverf- 
ing  the  ftreets  till  they  have  nothing  left  to  pro- 
care  them  lodging  or  food,  are  obligfed  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  Tail  extremity,  the  Francifcan 
Hofpital,  where  they  receive,  not  in  a  quantity 
fiifficient  to  fatisfy  hunger,  but  barely  to  keep 
them  alive,  a  kind  of  pap  made  of  calfava,  which, 
as  the  natives  themfelves  will  not  eat  it,  the  tafte, 
to  wretched  mortals  never  ufed  to  fuch  food,  may 
be  eafily  conceived.     As  this  is  their  food,  fo 
their  lodging  is  the  entrance  of  the  fquares  and 
the  porticoes  of  churches,  till  their  good  fortune 
throws  them  in  the  way  of  hiring  themfelves  to 
feme  trader  going  up  the  country,  and  who  wants 
a  fervant :  for  the  city  merchants,  ftanding  in  no 
need  of  them,  Ihew  no  great  countenance  to  thefe 
adventurers.     AfFe6led  by  the  difference  of  the 
climate,  aggravated  by  bad  food,  dejected  and 
11  H^^'"*^^'*^'^  ^y  ^^^^  entire  difappointment  of  their 
libeia  yBjomantic  hopes,  they  fall  into  a  thoufand  evils, 
|ho  g^J^^'Bwhich  cannot  well  be  reprefented ;  and  among 
—Others,  that  diftemper  called,  at  Carlhagena,  Cha- 
,"^/^"^'*lpelanada,  or  the  diftemper  of  the  Chapitones, 

ijich  i"l'Bwithout  any  other  fuccour  to  fly  to  than  Divine 
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ve  tiJui^«Kfpeaivc  colonial  fettlemcnts,  and  weil  deferves  the  atuntion 
mpetentBit  the  young  and  unexperienced. 
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Providence  ;  for  none  find  admiltance  into  th 
Holpital  of  St.  Juan  de  Dips,  bnt  tliofe  who  are  abl 
to  pay  J  and  conlcquently  poverty  becomes  an  ab 
folate  exclufion.  Novi^  it  is  that  the  charity  o 
thefe  people  becomes  confpicuous.  I'he  nign 
and  mulatto,  and  other  free  women,  moved  a 
their  deplorable  condition,  carry  them  to  tliti 
houfcs,  and  nurfe  them  willi  the  greatelt  care  nmi 
afre6tion.  If  any  one  dies,  thf  y  bury  him  by  th 
charity  they  procure,  and  even  caufe  maifes  to  h 
faid  for  him.  The  general  ilfue  of  this  endear 
ing  benevolence  is,  that  the  chapitone,  on  hi 
recovery,  during  the  fervour  of  his  gratitudcj 
marries  either  his  negro  or  mulatto  bcnefaftrdj 
or  one  of  her  daughters  5  and  thus  he  is  fettled, 
but  much  more  wretchedly  than  he  could  liav 
been  in  his  own  country,  though  he  had  only  hi 
labour  to  fubfift  on. 

The  difintereftednefs  of  thefe  people  is  fuchj 
that  their  compaliion  toward  the  chapi tones  mul] 
not  be  imputed  to  the  hopes  of  producing  a  iiisi 
riagc,  it  bemg  very  common  for  them  to  retiilj 
offers  with  regard  to  themfelves  or  their  daugh 
ters,  that  their  mifery  may  not  be  perpetual ;  bu 
endeavour  to  find  them  a  mafi;er,  whom  they  ma 
attend  up  the  country,  whither  their  inclinatioi; 
or  fairer  profpefts  lead  them. 

Thofc  who  remain  in  the  city,  whether  bouni 
by  one  of  the  above  marriages,  or  become  waterl 
men  ind  labowrers,  or  fuch  like  mean  occii 
pations,  arc  fo  harafled  with  labour,  and  thei 
wages  fo  fmall,  that  their  condition  in  their  o\v 
country  mufl.  have  been  miferable  indeed,  if  th 
have  not  reafon  to  regret  their  quitting  it.  A 
the  height  of  their  enjoyment,  after  toiling 
day  and  part  of  the  night,  is  to  regale  themlHvi 
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Iflth  fome  bananas^  a  cake  of  maize,  or  cafava^ 
[which  ferves  for  breads  and  a  flice  of  cafajo,  or 
hung  beef)  without  ever  tailing  any  wheat  bread 
[during  the  whole  year. 

Others,  and  not  a  few,  equally  unfortunate 
[with  the  former,  retire  to  fome  fmall  farm  houfe> 
[where,  in  a  bujio,  or  draw  hut,  they  live  little 
[different  from  beafts,  cultivating,  in  a  vely  fmall 
[fpot,  fuch  vegetables  as  are  at  hand,  and  fubiift* 
jJQg  on  the  fale  of  them. 

Among  the  reigning  cuftoms  here,  fome  are 
JTcry  different  from  thofe  of  Spain,  or  the  moft 
Known  parts  of  Europe.  The  principal  of  thefe 
lare  the  ufe  of  brandy,  cocoa,  honey,  fweetmeats, 
[and  fmoking  tobacco,  which  fhall  be  taken  notice 
of  in  their  proper  places. 

The  ufe  of  brandy  is  fo  common,  that  the  moft 
jregnlar  and  fober  perfons^  of  all  degrees,  never 
omit  drinking  a  glafs  of  it  ever^  morning  about 
eleven  o'clock,  alleging  that  this  fpirit  ftrehgth- 
ens  the  ftomach,  weakened  by  copious  and  con- 
lant  perfpiration,  and  iharpens  the  appetite. 
hcer  las  once,  to  do  the  eleven,  that  is,  to  drink 
glafs  of  brandy^  is  the  common  phrafe.  This 
|;aflon(i,  not  eileemed  pernicious  by  thefe  people, 
irhen  ufed  with  moderation,  has  degenerated  into 
^ice ;  many  being  fo  fond  of  it,  that  during  the 
irhole  day,  they  do  nothing  but  hacer  Us  once. 
Chocolate,  here  known  only  by  the  name  of 
kocoa,  is  fo  conomon,  that  thtre  is  not  a  negro 
lave  but  conftantly  allows  himfelf  a  regale  of  it 
tter  breakfaft)  and  the  negro  women  fell  it 
idy  made  about  the  ftreets,  at  the  rate  of  five 
iings  fterling  for  a  diih.  This,  is,  however^ 
far  ^om  being  all  cocoa,  that  the  principal  Inr 
Irediept  is  maize:  but  that  ufed  by  the  better 
VVoL.IV.  y  fort 
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fort  is  neat,  and  worked  as  in  Spain.  This  the 
conftantly  repeat  an  hour  after  dinner,  but  neve: 
ufe  it  fafting,  or  without  eating  fomething  wit 
It.  They  alfo  make  a  great  ule  of  fwcetmeat 
and  honey  j  never  Co  much  as  drinking  a  ghUso 
water  without  previoufly  eating  fome  fweet meats 
Honey  is  often  preferred  as  the  fweeter,  to  con 
lerves  or  other  fweetmeats,  either  wet  or  dry. 

Their  fweetmeats  are  eaten  with  wheat  bread 
which  they  ufe  only  with  thefe  and  chocolate 
the  honey  they  fpread  on  cafava  cakes. 

The  paUion  for  fmoking  is  no  lefs  univerfal 
prevailing  among  perfons  of  all  ranks  in  hot 
lexes.  The  ladies,  and  other  white  women,  fmok 
only  ii.  their  houfes,  a  decency  not  obferved  eithe 
by  the  women  of  the  other  cafts,  nor  by  the  me: 
in  general,  who  regard  neither  time  nor  place 
The  manner  of  uling  it  is,  by  (lender  rolls  com 
pofed  of  the,  leaves  of  that  plant ;  and  the  womci 
liave  a  particular  method  of  inhaling  the  fmokei 
They  put  the  lighted  part  of  the  roll  into  thei 
mouths,  and  there  continue  it  a  long  time,  with 
out  its  being  quenched,  or  the  lire  incommodiii 
them.  A  compliment  paid  to  thofe  for  who: 
they  profcfs  an  intimacy  and  eileem,  is  to  ligh 
their  tobacco  for  them,  and  to  hand  it  around  t 
thofe  who  vifit  them.  To  refufe  the  offer  woul 
be  a  mark  of  rudenefe  not  eafily  digcfted  3  and] 
accordingly,  they  are  very  cautious  of  paying  tlil 
compliment  to  any  but  thofe  whom  they  previ 
Dufly  know  to  be  ufed  to  tobacco. 

One  of  the  moft  favourite  amufements  of  tb 
natives  here,  is  a  ball,  or  fandango,  after  th 
manner  of  the  country.  And  thefe  are  the  dif 
tinguiflied  rejoicings  dn  ffeftival*  and  remarkabli 
days.    Thefe  diverfions,  in  houfes  of  diftin^tio 
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IjfC  conduced  in  a  very  regular  manner  j  the/ 
lopt'ii  with  Spanilh  dances,  and  are  fucccedcd  by 
lihole  of  the  country,  which  are  not  without  fpi- 
|rit  and  gracefuhiels, 

Tlie  fandangos,  or  balls  of  the  populace,  confjft 
Iprincipally  in  drinking  brandy  and  winfi,  inter- 
Imixed  with  indecent  and  fcandaluus  mot -ons  i  nd 
Igeftures  J  and  thefe  continual  rounds  of  d'iiikiri^ 
Ifoon  give  rife  to  quarrels,  which  often  trAiag  en. 
Inisfortunes.  When  any  (Irangers  of  rii;.k  vilU  tf\e 
Icity,  they  are  generally  at  the  CNpeti'^.e  of  Lb*  le 
plls,  and  as  the  entrance  is  free  to  nll.aiut  nc  wmH 
Ui  liquor,  they  need  give  thcmr^lvcfci  no  onctai 
|lbout  the  want  of  company. 

Tlieir  burials  and  mourninga  are  nlfo  Tome' 
Itbing  lingular,  as  in  this  particular  they  endea- 
Irour  to  difplay  their  grandeur  and  dignity,  ojq 
loften  at  the  expence  oi  their  tranquillity.  If  the 
Ideccartd  be  a  perfon  pf  condition,  his  body  is 
Iplaced  on  a  "pompous  catafalco,  ere^led  on  fhe 
Ipiincipal  apartment  of  the  houle,  antidil  a  blaze  of  , 
Itapers.  In  this  manner  the  corpfe  lies  twenty-four 
lljoiirs,  or  longer,  for  the  acquaintance  of  the 
Ifamily  to  vifit  it  at  all  hours  j  and  likewife,  tha 
[lower  clafs  of  women,  among  whom  't  is  a  caf- 
Itom  to  come  and  lament  tlie  deceafod.  '^he  iu* 
Iner^l,  alfo,  is  accompanied  with  the  like  aoify 
llamentations  ;  and  even  af.;er  the  corple  is  depo- 
Ifited  in  the  grave,  the  mouruing  U  continued  in 
[the  houfe  for  nine  dnys. 

Th^  French  mathematicians  arrived  at  Cartha- 

gena  on  the  l6th  of  November  1735,  where  they 

vere  joined  by  .the  Spaniih  artifts  j  and  on  the 

tth,  they  all  embarked  on  board  a  French  frif 

gate  for  Porto  Bello.    The  palfage  was  very  ihort 

nd  pleafant  3  fo  that  on  the  29th  of  ilie  fame 

¥2  month. 
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ttionth,  they  came  to  an  anchor  in  Porto  Belk 
harbour. 

The  town  of  St.  Philip  de  Porto  Bello,  accord* 
ing  to  their  obfervations,  ftands  in  9  deg.  3^ 
min.  35  fee.  north  latitude.  This  harbour  was 
difcovered  on  the  2d  of  November  1502,  by  ChriJ 
ftopher  Columbus,  who  was  fb  charmed  with  id 
extent,  depth,  and  fecurity,  that  he  gave  it  ih 
name  of  Porto  Bello,  or  the  Fine  Harbour. 

The  town  ftands  near  the  fea,  on  the  declivitj 
of  a  mountain  furrounding  the  whole  harbourj 
Many  of  the  houfes  arc  built  with  wood,  but  ii 
fome  the  firft  ftory  is  of  ftone,  and  the  remaindei 
of  wood  :  they  are  about  one  hundred  and  thirty 
in  number,  and  moft  of  them  large  and  fpaciousj 
It  is  under  the  jurifdiftion  of  a  governor,  mil 
the  title  of  lieutenant-general,  under  the  PrefiJ 
dent  of  Panama.  At  the  eaft  end  of  the  town  i^ 
a  quarter  called  Guinea  j  becaufe  there  all  the 
jiegrocs,  whether  flaves  or  free,  have  their  habi- 
tat ionS.  This  quarter  is  much  crowded,  when  the 
galleons  are  in  the  harbour,  moft  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  town  entirely  quitting  their  houfej 
at  that  feafon,  for  the  advantage  of  letting  themj 

In  a  large  track  between  the  town  and  Gloria 
Caftle,  barracks  are  ere6ted,  and  principally  iilld 
with  the  Ihips  crews,  who  keep  ftalls  of  fweet^ 
meats,  and  other  kinds  of  eatables,  brought  fror 
Spain.    But  after  the  concluiion  of  the  fair,  whenl 
the  fhips  are  failed,  all  thofe  buildings  are  takenl 
down,  and  the  town  returns  to  its  former  traih 
^uillity  and  emptinefs. 

The  Harbour  of  Porto  Bello  is  extremely  com- 
modious for  all  forts  of  fhips  or  veflelsj  andJ 
though  its  entrance  is  very  wide,  it  is  well  den 
ftnded  by  Fort  St.  Philip  de  todo  Fierro.  I« 
"  •  -  ftanc 
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fends  on  the  north  point  of  the  entrance,  which 
if  about  fix  hundred  fathoms  broad ;  but  tlie 
fouth  lide  being  full  of  ridges  of  rocks,  extend- 
ing to  fome  diftance  from  the  ihore,  a  fhip  is 
obliged  to  ftand  to  the  north,  through  thedeepefl; 
part  of  the  channel,  which  lies  in  the  middle  of 
the  entrance,  and  thus  continues  in  a  Ilraight  di-^ 
I  region. 

On  the  fouth  lide  of  the  harbour,  and  oppofite 
Ito  the  anchoring  place,  is  a  large  caftle,  called 
Santa  Jago  de  la  Gloria  ;  to  the  eaft  of  which,  at 
the  diflance  of  about  a  hundred  fathoms,  begins 
the  town,  having  before  it  a  point  of  land  pro- 
jeding  into  the  harbour.  On  this  point  f^ood  a 
liinall  fort,  called  St.  Jerom,  withii:  ten  toifes  of 
I  the  houfes.     All  thefe  were  demoliflied  by  Ad- 

iral  Vernon,  who,  in  1739»  made  himfclf  ma^ 
iter  of  this  port. 

Among  the  mountains,  which  fnrround  the 
[whole  Harbour  of  Porto  Bello,  beginning  from 
St.  Philip  de  todo  Fierro,  or  the  Iron  Caftle,  and 
Iwithout  any  decreafe  of  height,  extending  to  the 
loppolite  point,  one  is  particularly  remarkable  by 
[its  fuperior  altitude,  as  if  deiigned  for  the  baro- 
Imeter  of  the  country,  by  foretelling  every  change 
lof  weather.  This  mountain,  dilUnguilhed  by 
hhe  name  of  Capiro,  ftands  at  the  utmolt  extre- 
jmity  of  the  harbour,  in  the  road  to  Panama. 

Its  top  is  always  covered  with  clouds  of  a  den- 
Ifity  and  darknefs  feldom  feen  in  this  atmofphere  ; 
land  from  th^fe,  which  are  called  the  capiJlo,  or 
leap,  has"  poilibly  been  corruptly  formed  the  name 
lof  Monte  Capiro.  Whep  thefe  clonds  thicken, 
lincreafe  their  blacknois,  and  f.nk  below  their 
llifual  ftation,  it  is  a  fure  lign  of  a  tempeft:  while, 
|oa  the  other  hand^  their  clearnefs  and  al'cent  as 

y  3  certainly 
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certainly  indicate  the  approach  of  fair  weather.  I^ 
rtiuft,  however,  be  remembered,  that  thefe  changes 
are  very  frequent,  and  almoft  inftantaneous. 

The  jurifdiftion  of  the  lieutenant-general  go- 
vernor of  Porto  Bello  is  limited  to  the  town  anc 
the  forts ;  the  neighbouring  country,  over  whici 
it  might  be  extended,  being  full  of  mountains^ 
covered  with  impenetrable  forells,  except  a  few 
valleys,  in  which  are  thinly  fcattercd  fomo  fmall 
farms. 

The  inclemency  of  the  climate  of  Porto  Belle 
is  fufficiently  known  all  over  Europe.  Not  onl) 
ftrangers  who  come  thither  are  affected  by  it,  but 
even  the  natives  themfelves  fuffer  in  various  man- 
ners. It  dellroys  the  vigour  of  nature,  and  otter 
untimely  cuts  the  thread  of  life.  The  heat  is  ex« 
ceflive,  being  augmented  by  the  fituation  of  th^ 
town,  which  is  furrounded  with  high  mountainsj 
without  any  interval  for  the  winds,  whereby  i( 
might  be  refreilied.  The  trees  on  thefe  moiini 
tains  iland  fo  thick  as  to  intercept  the  rays  o^ 
the  fun ;  and  confequently  hinder  them  fror 
drying  the  earth  under  them  :  hence  copious  exJ 
halations  form  large  clouds,  which  precipitatd 
themfelves  in  violent  torrents  of  rain.  But  thefij 
are  no  fooner  over,  than  the  fun  breaks  forth 
^frefli,  and  ihines  with  his  former  fplendori 
thouffh  fcarcely  has  the  activity  of  his  rays  dried 
the  iurface  ot  the  ground,  till  the  atmofpherd 
is  again  clouded  by  another  collection  of  thicl( 
vapours,  and  the  fun  again  concealed  j  the  nighj 
is  alfo  fubjeft  to  the  fame  viciflitudes, 
*  Thefe  torrents  of  rain  are  accompanie4  witli 
fuch  tempers  of  thunder  and  lightning,  9s  muij 
daunt  the  moil  rcfolute, 

.    '  •    '  .  .      '         - Till 
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This  continual  inclcmenc/,  added  to  the  fa-: 
Itlguc  of  the  feamen  in  unloading  the  Ihips,  ren- 
ders them  weak  and  faint  j  and  they,  in  order  to 
recruit  their  fpirits,  have  recourfe  to  brandy,  of 
Which  there  is,  on  thefe  occafions,  an  incredible 
confumption.     The  exceffive  labour,  immoderate 
drink,  and  the  inclemency  and  unhealthfuinefs 
of  the  climate  muft  jointly  deftroy  the  beft  con- 
ftitutions,  and  produce  thofe  deleterious  difeafes 
fo' common  in  this  country.    But  it  is  not  the 
feamen  alone  who  arc  fubjedt  to  thefe  difeafes  ; 
others,  who  are  ftrangers  to  the  feas,  and  not  con^- 
cerned  in  the  fatigues,  are  alfo  attacked  by  them  j 
land,  confcquently,  is  a  fufficient  demonftration, 
that  the  other  two  are  only  collateral,  though 
they  tend  both  to  fpread  and  inflame  the  diftem- 
Ipcr.    On  fome  occaflons,  phyficians  have  been 
lent  for  from  Carthagena,  as  being  fuppofed  to 
be  better  acquainted  with  the  propereft  methods 
of  curing  the  diftempers  of  this  country,  and, 
confequently,  more  able  to  recover  the  feamen  : 
I  but  experience  has  ihewn^  that  this  intention  has 
I  been  fo  little  anfwered,  that  the  galleons,  or 
other  European  ihips,  which  ftay  any  time  here, 
feldom  leave  it  without  burying  half,  or  at  leaft 
I  one-third,  of  their  men ;  and  hence  this  city  has, 
I  with  too  much  reafon,  been  termed  the  grave  of 
the  Spaniards ;  but  it  may,  with  much  greater 
ipropriety)  be  applied  to  thofe  of  other  nations 
[Who  vifit  it. 

The  number  qf  the  inhabitants  of  Porto  Belle, 

I  by  reafon  of  its  (faiallnefs,  and  the  inclemency  olf 

its  climateii  is  very  inconfiderable,  and  the  greateft 

I  part  of  thefe  are  negroes  and  mulattoes,  there 

I  being  fcarce  thirty  white  familie? ',  for  all  who, 

ty  commerce  or  their  eiUites^  areii^  eafy  circum* 

dances. 
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ftance^,  remove  to  Panama,  fo  that  thofe  only  ftayl 
at  Porto  Bello,  whofe  employments  oblige  them| 
to  it. 

Provifions  are  fcarce  at  Porto  Bello,  and  confe- 
quently  dear,  particularly  during  the  time  of  the! 
galleons  and  the  fair,  when  there  is  a  neceHity 
for  a  fupply  from  Carthagena  and  Panama.  The 
only  thing  in  plenty  here  is  lilh,  of  which  there 
is  a  grciit  variety,  and  very  good.  It  alfo  abounds 
in  lugar-canes,  fo  that  the  chacaras,  or  fafm 
houl'es,  if,  indeed,  they  deferve  that  name,  are] 
built  of  them. 

Frelh  water  pours  down  in  ftreams  from  the  I 
mountains,  fome  running  without  the  town,  and 
olfeers  croffing  it.  Thefe  waters  are  very  light 
and  digeftive,  and,  in  thofe  who  areufed  to  them, 
good  to  create  an  appetite ;  qualities,  which,  in 
other  countries,  would  be  very  valuable,  but  are 
here  pernicious.  This  country  feems  lb  curled 
by  nature,  that  what  is  in  itfeU"  good,  becomes 
here  dcflrudive.  For,  donbtlefs,,  this  water  is 
too  fine  and  a6tive  for  the  itomachs  of  the  inha- 
bitants ;  and  thus  produces  dyfenteries,  the  laft 
ftage  of  all  other  diftempfers,  and  which  the  pa- 
tient very  feldom  furvives.  The  rivulets,  in  their 
defcent  from  the  mountains,  form  little  refervoirs 
or  ponds,  whofe  coolnei's  is  incpealed  by  the  Ihadel 
of  the  trees  j  and  in  thefe  all  the  inhabitants  of  | 
tlie  town  bathe  themlelv^s  conftantly,  every  day, 
at  eleven  in  the  morning  j  and  the  Europeans] 
fail  hot  to  follow  an  example  ib  pleaiknt  and  con- 
ducive to  health. 

As  the  foreils  almoft  border  on  the  houfes  of  I 

the  town,  the  tigers  often  make  incurfions  intol 

the  ftreets,  during  the  night,  carrying  off  fowls,! 

.4ogs,  aod  othe£  dvmeitic  cxv'ataresj  aud  fome-l 

tiuicsJ 
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Itimes,  even  boys  have  fallen  a  prey  to  them  j  and 
it  is  certain,  that  ravenous  beafls,  after  tailing 
human  iielh,  prefer  it  to  all  others.  Befide  the 
hnares  ufually  laid  for  them,  the  negroes  and  mu- 
lattoes  are  very  dexterous  in  encountering  the 
tiger ;  and  fome,  even  on  account  of  the  llendcr 
reward,  feek  them  in  their  retreats.  The  arms, 
in  this  onfet,  are  only  a  lance  of  two  or  three 
yards  in  length,  made  of  a  very  ftrong  wood,  with 
the  point  of  the  fame  hardened  in  the  fire  j  and 
a  kind  of  cimeter,  about  three  quarters  of  a  yard 
in  length.  Thus  armed,  they  flay  till  the  creature 
makes  an  aifault  on  the  left  arm,  which  holds  the 
lance,  and  is  wrapped  up  in  a  (hort  cloak  of  bays. 
Sometimes  the  tiger,  aware  of  the  danger,  feems 
to  decline  the  combat;  but  his  anta^'  niift  pro- 
yokes  him  with  a  flight  touch  of  the  lance,  in 
order,  while  he  is  defending  himfelf,  to  (Irike  a 
a  fure  blow :  for  as  foon  as  the  creature  feels  the 
lance,  he  grafps  it  with  one  of  his  paws,  and  with 
the  other  ftrikes  at  the  arm  which  holds  it.  Then 
it  is  that  the  perfon  nimbly  aims  a  blow  with  his 
dmeter,  which  he  kept  concealed  in  the  other 
hand)  and  hamflrings  the  tiger,  which  immedi- 
ately draws  back  enraged,  but  returns  to  the 
charge  j  when,  receiving  another  fuch  ftroke,  he 
is  totally  deprived  of  his  moll  dangerous  weapons, 
and  rendered  incapable  of  moving.  After  which 
the  perfon  kills  him  at  his  leifure  ;  and  Gripping 
off  his  ikih>  and  cutting  off  the  head,  and  the 
fore  and  hind  feet,  returns  to  the  town,  difplayr 
|iDg  thofc  as  the  trophies  of  iiis  viftory. 

Among  the  great  variety  of  animals  in  this 
Icountry,  one  of  the  moft  remarkable  is  the  Pericp 
lUgero,  or  Nimble  Peter,  an  ironical  name  given 
|k  QJfi  accQunt  of  its  extreme  fluggiihnefs.    Thi| 

difgufting 
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difgufting  creature  is  well  known  to  naturalif^j 
by  the  name  of  the  lloth.  When  he  moves,  ever> 
effort  is  attended  with  iiich  a  plaintive,  and  al 
the  lame  time  lb  difagreeable,  a  cry,  as  at  oncfJ 
produces  pity  and  dilguft.     In  this  cry  confilts 
his  whole  defence  j  for,  it  being  natural  for  himj 
to  fly  at  the  firft  hoftile  approach  of  any  beaft,  he| 
makes,  at  every  mo^on,  fuch  bowlings  as  arc 
even  inlupportable  to  his  purfuer,  who  loon  quits 
him,  and  even  flies  beyond  the  hearing  of  his 
horrid  noile.     Nor  is  it  only  during  the  time  he 
is  in  motion  that  he  makes  thefe  cries  j  he  re»| 
peats  them  while  he  refts  himfelf,  continuing  al 
long  time  molionlefs  before  he  takes  ifnotherl 
inarch.     The  food  of  this  creature  is  generallyj 
wild  fruits ;  and  when  he  can  And  none  on  thel 
ground,  he  looks  out  for  a  tree  well  loaded,! 
which,  with  a  great  deal  of  pains,  he  climbs  j| 
and,  in  order  to  fave  himfelf  fuch  another  toil* 
fome  afcent,  plucks  off  all  the  fruit,  throwingj 
them  on  the  ground  j  and  to  avoid  the  pain  of 
defcending  *he  tree,  forms  himfelf  into  a  ball,! 
and  drops  from  the  branches.     At  the  foot  of 
,  this  tree  he  continues  till  all  the  fruit  is  confumed,| 
never  ftirring  till  hunger  forces  him  to  itek  agaii 
for  food. 

Serpents  here  are  very  numerous,  and  very  de« 
ftruftive,    ^Toads  alfo  fwarm,  not  only  in  thel 
damp  and  marlhy  places,  as  in  other -countries, 
but  even  in  the  ftreets,  courts  of  hoiiib^,  and  all| 
open  places  in  general.    Nothing  can  be  imagin- 
ed more  difmal  than  their  croakings,  during  the] 
night,  in  all  parts  of  the  town,  ..woods,  and  ca- 
verns of  the  mountains. 

The  town  of  Porto  Bello,  fo  thinly  inbabited] 
by  reafon  of  its  noxious  air,  tlic  fcarcity  of  pro- 

vilionsJ 
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hiiions,  and  the  barrennefs  of  its  foil,  becomes^  at 
Ithe  time  of  the  galleons,  one  of  the  moft  popu- 
llous  places  in  dll  South  America.  Its  fituation 
Ion  the  illhmus,  betwixt  the  fouth  and  north  fea, 
[the  goodnefs  of  its  harbour,  and  its  fmall  diftance 
[from  Panama,  have  given  it  the  preference  for 
Ithe  rendezvous  of  the  joint  commerce  of  Spain 
land  Peru  at  its  fair. 

On  advice  being  received  at  Carthagena,  that 
Ithe  Peru  fleet  has  unloaded  at  Panama,  the  gal* 
lleons  make  the  beft  of  their  way  to  Porto  Bello, 
m  order  to  avoid  the  diftempers  which  have  their 
Ifource  from  idlenefs.  The  concourfe  of  people 
Ion  this  occaiion  is  fuch,  as  to  raife  the  rent  of 
[lodgings  to  an  excelBve  degree ;  a  middling 
[chamber,  with  a  clofet,  lets,  during  the  fair,  for 
\i  thoufand  crowns,  and  fome  large  houfos^  for 
[four,  five,  or  fix  thoufand. 

As  foon  as  the  fhips  are  moored  in  the  harbour, 
[a  fquare  font,  covered  with  the  Ihip's  fails,  is 
[eie^ed  for  receiving  the  cargo  j  at  the  landing 
of  which  the  proprietors  of  the  goods  are  prc- 
[fent,  in  order  to  claim  their  own  bales.  Thefe 
[are  drawn  on  fledges  to  tlveir  refpedlivc  places, 
|by  the  crew  of  every  fliip. 

While  the  feamen  and  European  traders  are 
[thus  employed,  the  land  is  covered  with  droves 
lof  males  from  Panama,  loaded  with  chefls  of  gold 
[and  fllver,  on  account  of  the  merchants  of  Peru  : 
yet,  notwitkftapding  ait  this  hurry  and  confufion, 
|no  theft,  lofe,  or  difturbance,  is  ever  knowm  He 
ifho  has  feet^  Po^to  Bello  ^t  other  tatacsj  folitary, 
and  a  p^?ii£itua)  fllenceiTetgning  every 
[where,  the  hat%our  quite  empty,  and  every  place 
|l^;iring  a  melancholy  afpe^;;  fmiltbe  filled  with 
pontflunetvt  »{  the  iUddea  dis^n^  to  fee  the 

,  bu^liiog 


252 


VOYAGE   OP 


buttling  multitudes,  every  houfe  crowded,  th< 
fquare  and  ftreets  encumbered  with  bales,  ant 
ehefts  of  gold  and  iilver,  and  the  harbour  full  o| 
ihips  and  veifels.  In  fhort,  he  will  fee  a  fpot,  at 
other  times  deteiled  for  its  deleterious  qualitiesj 
become  the  ftaple  of  the  riches  of  the  old  anc 
new  world,  and  the  fcene  of  one  of  the  mof 
confiderable  branches  of  commerce  in  the  whole 
earth. 

Soon  after  the  Spaniih  and  French  mathema- 
ticians arrived  at  Porto  Bello,  they  fent  advice  o^ 
it  to  the  Prelident  of  Panama,  requeding  him  to 
fend  feme  of  the  veifels  ufed  in  the  navigation  o^ 
the  River  Chagre,  to  carry  them  to  Panama  j  aa 
their  inftruments  rendered  it  impoflible  for  ther 
to  travel  through  the  narrow  craggy  roads  lead^ 
ing  from  Porto  Bello  to  that  city.  He  readilj 
complied  with  their  requeft,  and  immediatelj 
difpatched  two  veflels  to  Porto  Bello ;  on  board 
which  they  all  embarked  on  the  22d  of  Decem-j 
ber,  and  rowed  out  of  Porto  Bello  Harbour,  aoo 
at  four  in  the  evening,  landed  at  the  cuftomj 
houfe,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rivei"  Chagre. 

This  river  has  its  fource  in  the  mountains  nea^ 
the  town  of  Cruces.     Its  entrance  at  the  nort 
fea  is  defended  by  a  fort,  fituated  on  a  deep  rocl 
near  the  fea  ihore,  on  the  eail  fide  of  the  riverj 
About  twenty  yards  from  ,this  fort  is  the  town  o( 
San  Lorenzo  de  Chagres^  -  .  <-&», 

Perhaps  nothing  can  excel  the  pro^£ts  whicll 
the  rivers  of  this  country  exhibit.  The  moH  ferj 
tile  imagination  of  a  painter  can  never  equal  thj 
magnificence  of  the  rural  Jandfcapes  which  arj 
here  to  be  fecn. .  The  groves,  which  Ihade  thj 
the  plains,  and  extend  their  branches  to  the  rivei[ 
$i:e  inhabited  by  aniofioite  yariety  of  creature 
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The  different  fpecies  of  monkeys,  Ikipping  in 
troops  from  tree  to  tree,  hanging  from  the 
branches;  In  other  places  fix  or  eight  of  them 
linked  together,  in  order  to  pafs  a  river  j  the  dams 
[with  their  young  on  their  Ihoulders,  throwing 
themfelves  into  odd  poflure>i ;  and  making  a 
Ithoufand  grimaces,  will  perhaps  appear  fi6titious 
to  thofe  who  have  never  feen  them.  But  if  the 
birds  be  added,  our  reafon  for  admiration  will  be 
I  greatly  increafed  :  for  here  is  an  amazing  abun- 
dance, whofe  plumage  glitters  with  all  the  co- 
I  Jours  of  the  rainbow. 

On  their  arrival  at  Cruces,  they  were  enter- 
tained by  the  alcalde  of  the  town  j  and  on  the 
27th  fet  out  on  their  journey  to  Panama,  which 
they  reached  in  the  evening.  They  firft  waited 
on  the  prefident,  who  received  them  all  in  the 
moft  cordial  and  endearing  manner. 

Some  indifpcnfable  preparations  detained  them 
longer  at  Panama  than  they  expelled.  But  at 
length  every  difficulty  being  furmounted,  they 
embarked  in  the  Bay  of  Panama,  and  dire6ted 
their  courfe  towards  the  River  Guiaquil. 

Panama  is  built  on  an  ifthmus  of  the  fame 
name,  the  coaft  of  which  is  wailied  by  the  South 
Sea.  From  the  obfervations  thofe  mathemati- 
cians made  here,  the  latitude  of  this  city  appears 
to  be  8  deg.  5  min.  48 j  fee.  north.  With  regard 
to  its  longitude  it  is  Hill  doubtfurj.  whether  it  is 
on  the  ea&  or  wed  fide  of  the  meridian  of  Porto 
Bello. 

The  houfes  in  general,  when  our  artiils  vifited 

this  cityi  were  of  wood,  of  one  ftory,  and  a.  tiled 

roof,  but  large ;  and  their  difpoiition,  and  the 

I  Symmetry  of  thrir  windows,  made  a  handforae 

appearance ;  a  few  were  of  ftone*  ..,TiiQJfe:^.t?, 
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both  of  the  city  and  iuburbs>  arc  (Iraight,  broad, 
and,  for  the  moft  part  paved. 

In  this  city  is  a  tribunal,  or  royal  audience,  ia| 
which  the  governor  of  Panama  presides  j  and  tc 
this  employment  is  annexed  the  captain-lhip-l 
general  of  Terra  Firaia,  which  is  generally  conJ 
^rred  on  nn  oAicer  of  didin^on,  though  hit| 
common  title  is  that  of  Prefident  of  Panama:  it 
a  bifhopric,  and  has  alio  a  court  of  inquifuion  ap-| 
pointed  by  the  tribunal  of  inquiiition  at  Cartha* 
gena. 

The  liarbour  of  this  city  is  formed  in  its  road,! 
by  the  Ihcltcr  of  feveral  iilands,  particularly  IlU| 
de  Naos,  de  Pcrico,  and  Flamencos ;  and  the  an- 
choring place  is  before  thefecond,and  thence  call-l 
cd  Perico.  The  (liips  here  lie  very  fafe,  and  their 
diftance  from  the  city  is  about  two  leagues  and  a 
half,  or  three  leagues.  Both  the  road  and  the 
whole  coaft  abound  in  a  great  variety  of  excellent 
fifli,  among  which  are  two  kinds  of  oyfters,  one 
fma-Uer  than  the  other ;  but  the  (malleli  are  muchj 
tlie^ft. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  fea  are  a  great  number  of  I 
pearls  j  and  the  oyfters  in  which  they  are  found,! 
are  remarkably  delicious.     This  kind  of  tilheiy 
is  of  great  advantage  to  the  inhabitants  of  ail  th6| 
iilands  in  this  bay. 

The  harbour  of  Pcrico  is  the  rendezvous  of  the  I 
J*cru  fleet,  during  the  time  of  the  feirj  and  is 
tiever  without  barks  loaded  with  provilions  from 
the  ports  of  Peru,  and  a  great  number  of  coafting 
veffels  going  from  thence  to  Choco,  and  parts  od| 
the  weftetn  coaft  of  that  kingdom. 

Th6  inhabitants  of  Panama  greatly  refemblel 

thofe  of  Carthagena  in  their  difpoiitions,  except! 

'ia  tb«irb«ing'tiM>repaffiaionious,  and;  morede-l 
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fgnin| :  the  women  imitate  the  drefs  of  the  la- 
dies oi  Peru.  They  wear  girdles,  and  five  or  fix 
diaplets,  or  rows  of  fine  beads,  about  their  necks, 
iTgethcr  with  two  or  more  gold  chains,  1  'ving 
Ibme  relics  api)endant  from  tht^m.  Round  their 
inns  they  wear  bracelets  of  gold,  and  llrings  of 
pearls,  corals,  or  beugles. 

Provifions  of  all  kinds  are  very  dear  in  this  ci- 
\iy  and  its  difirid,  occafioned  by  the  large  quanti- 
ty required,  and  the  great  diftance  which  they 
are  brought  ^  but  this  is  amply  compenlated  by 
the  multitude  and  value  of  the  pearls  found  in 
the  oyfiers  of  the  gulph  ;  and  particularly  thofe 
Dear  tlie  Iflands  del  Rey  Tabago,  and  others  to  tho 
number  of  forty-three,  forming  a  fmall  archipe- 
lago. There  are  few  perfons  of  fubftance  near 
Panama,  who  do  not  employ  all,  or  at  leaft  part 
of,  their  flaves  in  this  filhery ;  the  manner  of 
which  not  being  commonly  known,  it  will  not 
I  be  improper  to  defcribe  it  here. 

The  owners  of  the  negroes  employ  the  moft 

[proper  perfons  for  this  fifliery  j  which  being  per- 

I  formed  at  the  bottom  of  the  fea,  they  muft  be 

both  expert  fwimmers,  and  capable  of  holding 

their  breath  a  long  time.    Thele  tWey  fend  to 

the  iflands,  where  they  have  huts  built  for  their 

[lodgings,  and  boats  which  hold  eight,  ten,  or 

twenty  iw.groes,  under  the  command  of  an  ofliicer. 

In  thtfe  boats  they  go  to  fuch  parts  as  are  known 

I  to  produce  pearls,  and  where  the  depth  of  the 

water  is  not  above  ten,  t^velve,  or  fifteen  fathoms. 

Here  they  come  to  an  anchor ;   and  the  negroes 

having  a  rope  fattened  round  their  bodies,  and 

I  the  other  end  to  the  fide  of  the  boat,  they  take 

with  them  a  fmall  weight  to  accelerate  their 

{&B^i^$»  and  plunge  tnto^the  water.    On  reach- 
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ing  the  bottom,  they  take  up  an  oyfter,  whicHJ 
they  put  under  the  left  armj  the  fecond  they 
hold  in  their  left  hand,  and  the  third  in  their 
right:  with  thcfe  three  oyllers,  and  fometimcs 
another  in  their  mouthi  they  rife  to  breathe,  and 
put  them  in  a  bag.  When  they  have  refted| 
thcmfelves  a  while  and  recovered  their  breath,  they 
dive  a  fecond  time ;  and  thus  continue,  till  they 
have  either  completed  their  taik,  or  ftrength  fails 
them.  Every  om:  of  thofe  negro  divers  is  obliged 
daily  todeliver  his  mailer  a  certain  fixed  number  of  | 
pearls  j  fo  that  when  they  have  got  the  requifitc 
number  of  oyfters  in  their  bag,  they  begin  to 
open  them,  and  deliver  the  pearls  to  the  officer, 
till  they  have  made  up  the  number  due  to  their 
mailer.  The  remainder  is  t]ie  property  of  the 
negroes. 

Belide  the  toil  of  this  filhery,  from  the  oyfters 
ftrongly  adhering  to  the  rocks,  they  are  alfo  in  no 
fmall  danger  from  fome  kinds  of  fiili,  which  ei- 
ther feize  the  negroes,  or  by  ftriking  on  them, 
cruih  them  to  the  bottom.  The  filliery  on  the 
whole  coalt  is  obnoxious  to  the  fame  danger  from 
thofe  fifhj  but  they  are  much  more  frequent  where 
fi^ch  riches  abound.  The  taberones  and  tintore- 
tas,  which  are  of  an  enormous  fize,  feed  on  tlic 
bodies  of  thefe  unfortunate  filhermen  j  and  the 
mantas,  or  quilts,  either  prefs  them  to  death,  by 
wrapping  their  fins  about  them,  or  crufli  them 
with  their  prodigious  weight. 
^  Every  negro,  to  defend  himfelf  againft  thefeani- 
mals,  carrieswith  him  a  fharp  knife,  with  which,if 
the  fifti  offers  to  alTault  him,  he  endeavours  to  ftrike 
it  in  a  part  where  it  has  no  power  to  hurt  him ; 
on  which  the  filh  immediately  flies.  The  officers 
keep  a  watchful  eye  on  Chefe  voracious  creatures. 
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\mA  o»  difcovering  them,  ihake  the  rape,  fallen- 

\tA  to  the  negroes  bodies^  that  they  may  be  upon 

I  their  guard. 
Bende  thcfe  pearls,  the  kingdom  of  Terra  Fir- 

jma  was  formerly  equally  remarkable  for  the  fine 
jold  produced  by  the  mines  in  its  territories  j  and 
whicn  confcquently  proved  a  very  confulerable 
iddition  to  its  riches.  Part  of  thcfe  mines  were 
in  the  Province  of  Veraguas,  others  in  that  part 
of  Panama  j  but  mioft,  alio  the  richeft,  and  whofe 
ir.tal  was  of  the  lineft  quality,  were  in  the  I'rO' 
fince  of  Darien  ;  and,  on  that  account,  the  con- 
fiant  obje^s  of  the  miners.     But  the  Indians  re- 

jfoltiDg,  and  making  thcmfelves  makers  of  the 
vhole  province,  there  was  a  necellity  for  aban- 
lioning  thefe  mines,  by  which  means  the  greateft 
part  of  them  were  lolt ;  a  few  only  remaining  on 
the  frontiers^  which  fiill  yield  a  fmall  quantity 
ofgc^d. 

Among  the  creatures  eaten  by  the  inhabitants 
of  Panama,  is  an  amphibious  creature  called  gu- 
ana. It  refembles  a  lizard  in  thape,  but  is  con- 
fiderably  larger,  being  generally  about  a  yard  in 
length.     It  is  of  a  yellowilh' green  colour,  but  of 

I  a  lighter  yellow  on  the  belly  than  on  the  back, 

I  where  the  green  predominates.  It  has  four  legs 
like  a  lizard,  but  its  claws  are  much  longer  in 
proportion  :  they  are  joined  by  a  web  which 
covers'them,  and  is  of  tlie  fame  form  with  thofe 
of  geefe,  except  that  the  talons  at  the  ends  of  the 
toes  are  much  longer,  and  projed  entirely  out  of 
the  web  6r  membrane.  Its  Ikin  is  covered  with 
a  thin  fcale  adhering  to  it,  and  which  renders  it 
rough  and  hard  j  and  from  the  crown  of  its  head 
to  the  beginning  of  its  tail,which  is  generally  about 
half  d'yardj  runs  a  line  of  vertical  fcales^  each 
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fcale  being  from  one  to  fix  lines  in  breath,  andi 
three  or  four  in  length,  feparated  fo  as  to  make  a  I 
kind  of  faw :  but  from  the  end  of  the  neck  to] 
the  root  of  the  tail,  the  Icales  gradually  leTen,  fo  \ 
that  they  are  fcarce  vifible  at  the  latter  part.  Its 
belly  is,  in  largenefs,  very  difproportionable  to  its  | 
body ;  and  its  teeth  are  feparated  and  very  iharp 
pointed.     On   the  water  it  rather  walks  than 
iwims,  being  fupported  by  the  webs  of  its  feet  j 
and  on  that  element  its  fwiftnefs  is  amazing,  be- 
ing out  of  fight  in  an  infl[ant  j  whereas  on  the 
land,  though  far  from  moving  heavily,  its  celerity 
is  much  lefs.    When  pregnant,  its  belly  fwells  to 
an  enormous  fize ;  and  indeed  they  often  lay  fix- 
ty  eggs  at  a  time,  each  of  which  is  about  as  large 
as  that  of  a  pigeon.       Thefe  eggs  are  reckoned  a 
great  dainty  in  every  part  of  America  where  the 
creature  is  found.    The  flelh  of  the  guana  is  ex- 
ceedingly white,  and  greatly  admired  ;  but  few 
Europeans  can  be  perfuaded  to  eat  it. 

Every  thing  being  now  ready  for  their  depart- 
ure, they  embarked  on  board  the  St.  Chriftopher, 
commanded  by  Captain  Don  Juan  Manuel  Mo- 
rel }  and  on  the  pth  of  March,  about  three  in  the 
evening,  they  came  to  an  anchor  in  Manta  Bay  j 
being  defirous  of  viewing  this  coafl,  in  order  to 
know  whether  by  forming  their  firft  bafe  in  one 
of  its  plains,  the  feries  of  triangles  could  be  con- 
tinued to  the  mountains  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Quito. 

Accordingly  they  went  on  fhore  in  the  evening 
of  the  fijth,  and  repaired  to  the  village  of  Monte 
Chriflo,  about  three  leagues  from  the  coafi: ;  but 
foon  found  that  geometrical  operations  were 
jmpradicable  there,  the  country  being  every 
where  extremely  mountainous,  and  almoft  whol- 
,    .  -  ...  I7 
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ly  covered  with  prodigious  trees,  an  infurmount- 
iblc  obftaclc  to  i^ny  fuch  dclign :  they  therefore 
determined  to  puiTue  their  voyage  to  Ouiaquil, 
and  thence  to  Quito, 

The  Bay  of  Manta  was  formerly  renoarkable 
for  a  confidemble  pei***!  fiibery,  but  it  has  been 
iSifcontinued  for  fome  time.     The  bay  has  proba- 
bly its  name  from  the  great  quantity  of  mantas 
in  thofe  parts  J    the  Indian  inhabitants  being 
chiefly  employed  in  taking  that  fifli,  ^hich  they 
fait,  and  carry  to  the  inland  provinces.     Europe- 
ans cannot  help  admiring  their  dexterity  in  this 
kind  of  fifliery,  which  they  carry  on  in  the  fol 
lowing  manner :    they  throw  into  the  water  a 
log  of  wood,  fuch  as  they  ufe  in  making  a  balza, 
being   about  five   or   iix  yards  in  length,  and 
near  a  foot  In  diameter.    This  log  will  "be  fuffi- 
cient  to  fupport  the  weight  intended,  which  con- 
iifts  of  a  net  lying  acrofs  one  end  of  it,  and  an 
Indian  (landing  in  an  ere6t  poiition  on  the  other. 
On  this  tottering  veflel,  aflifted  by  only  a  lingle 
oar,  he  puts  ojfFto  fea,  about  the  diftance  of  half 
a  league,  where  he  (hoots  his  net.  Another  Indian 
follows  him  on  a  iimilar  log,  takes  hold  of  the 
rope  fattened  to  one  end  of  the  net,  by  which 
means  the  whole  is  expanded,  and  both  the  Indi- 
ans move  towards  the  land,  where  their  partners 
wait  to  draw  the  net  on  ihore.     In  this  occupa- 
tion the  dexterity  and  agility  of  the  Indians,  in 
maintaining  an  equilibrium  on  the  round  logs, 
is  truly  amazing  -,  for  the  continual  agitation  of 
the  fea  renders  it  abl'clutely  neceffary  for  them  to 
be  continually  changing  their  polition,  and  mak* 
jng  different  motions  with  their  bodies :    and 
what  ftill  heightens  the  difficulty  is,  that  the  In- 
dian is  at  fame  time  obliged  to  mind  both  his  oar 
tnd  Jbis  net^  in  drawing  it  towards  the  land. 
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On  the  13th. of  March,  they  left  the  B&yof  | 
Manta,  and  coafled  along  Hiore,  within  th6  liland 
de  la  Plata.  On  the  18th,  they  anchored  in  the 
mouth  of  the  River  Tumbez,  where  they  remain- 
ed till  the  20th;  when  at  fix  in  the  morning 
they  got  under  fail,  and  on  the  25(h,  at  five  in 
the  evening,  landed  at  Guiaquil,  which  {lands  in 
2  deg.  11  min.  21  fee.  fouth  latitude. 

Guiaquil  is  of  confiderable  extent,  taking  up, 
along  the  banks  of  the  river,  from  the  lower  part 
of  the  old  town  to  the  upper  part  of  the  new,  a 
fpace  of  near  half  a  league  j  but  the  breadth  is 
not  at  all  proportional,  every  perfon  being  fond 
of  having  a  houfe  near  the  river.  A.II  the 
houfes  of  both  towns  are  built  of  wood,  and  many 
of  them  covered  with  tiles ;  though  the  great- 
eft  part  of  thofe  in  the  old  town  are  only  thatch- 
ed :  but  in  order  to  prevent  the  fpreading  of  fires, 
by  which  this  city  has  feverely  fuft'eied  on  fe- 
deral occafions,  fuch  covering  is  now  prohibited, 
Moft  of  thefe  conflagrations  owed  their  rife  to  the 
malevolence  of  the  negroes,  in  order  to  revenge 
fome  punifliments  infli£ted  on  them  by  their  ma- 
fters.  As  a  farther  precaution  againft  fire,  which 
they  have  fo  much  reafon  to  dread,  the  kitchens 
ftand  twelve  or  fifteen  paces  froni  the  houfes; 
with  which  they  communicate  by  means  ot  a  long 
open  gallery,  refembling  a  bridge ;  but  fo  liight- 
}y  built,  that,  on  the  leaft  appearance  of  fire  in 
the  kitchen,  it  is  demolilhed  in  an  inftant  j  by 
which  means  the  houfe  is  preferved. 
^  The  ground  on  which  the  new  city  is  built, 
and  the  favannas  in  its  neighbourhood,  are  not 
to  be  travelled  over  either  on  foot  or  horfeback 
during  the  winter  j  for  being  a  fpungy  chalk,  it 
^s  every  where  fo  level,  that  there  is  no  declivity 
ior  carrying  oflf  \ik^  w^ter :  aud  therefor^  on  the 

firft 
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firft  rain  it  becomes  a  general  flough.  In  this  re- 
fpe6t  the  old  town  has  the  advantage,  being  built 
on  a  gravelly  foil,  which  is  never  impaflable. 
This  city  is  defended  by  three  forts  j  two  on  the 
river  near  the  city,  and  the  third  behind  it,  guard- 
ing the  entrance  of  a  ravin.  Thefe  are  all  built 
after  the  modern  method  of  fortification,  but  be- 
fore they  were  eroded,  it  had  only  a  platform, 
which  is  ftill  remaining  in  the  old  town.  All 
the  churches  and  convents  are  of  wood,  except 
that  of  St.  Domingo,  ftill  ftanding  in  the  old 
town,  which  is  of  ftone ;  the  great  folidity  of  the 
ground  in  that  part  being  fuSicient  foR  fupport- 
ing  buildings  of  this  kind. 

The  city  and  its  jurifdi6iion  are  under  a  corregi- 
dor,  nominated  by  the  king,  who  holds  his  office 
during  five  years.  Notwithftanding  he  is  fubor- 
dinate  to  the  prefident  and  audience  of  Quito,  he 
appoints-the  deputies  in  the  feveral  departments 
ot  his  jurifdiftion,  both  for  the  police  and  civil 
government.  Guiaquil  contains,  in  proportion 
to  its  dimeniions,  as  many  inhabitants  wi  any  city 
in  r.ll  America  ;  the  continual  refort  of  ftrangers, 
drawn  thither  by  commerce,  contributing  very 
greatly  to  increafe  the  number,  generally  comput- 
ed at  twenty  tlioufand. 

Though  the  heat  here  is  equal  to  that  of  Pana- 
ma or  Carthagena,  yet  the  climate  diftinguilhes 
itfelf  in  the  colour  of  the  human  fpecies  j  and  if 
a  certain  author  has  ftyled  it  the  equinoAial  low 
countries,  in  allufion  to  the  refemblance  it  bear* 
to.  the  Netherlands  of  Europe;  it  may,  with 
fqual  propriety,  bear  that  appellation  from  this 
Angularity,  namely,  that  all  the  natives,  except 
tbofe  born  from  a  mixture  of  blood,  are  frelli  co* 
loured,  and  fo  finely  featured,  as  juftly  to  be  callr 
(vLthe  bandfomefi,  both  in  the  Province  of  Qui- 
to, 
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to,  and  even  in  all  Peru.  To  thefe  perlonal  ad- 
vantages, beltowed  by  nature  in  a  diflingiiiihed 
manner  on  the  inhabitants,  it  has  added  the  no 
lefs  pleafing  charms  of  elegance  and  politenefs. 

From  the  commerce  ot  this  city,  a  (Iranger 
would  imagine  it  richer  than  it  actually  is.  Eu- 
ropeans, who  have  railed  any  thing  of  a  fortune 
here,  when  they  have  no  immoveable  goods  to  de- 
tain them,  retire  to  Lima,  or  fome  other  civy  of 
Peru,  where  they  may  improve  their  flocks  with 
greater  fecurity. 

The  cocoa  tree  abounds  in  this  diflri6t,  and  is 
generally  not  lefs  than  eighteen  or  twenty  feet 
high.  It  begins  from  the  ground  to  divide  itfelf 
into  four  or  five  Items,  according  to  the  vigour  of 
the  root,  from  whence  they  all  proceed.  They 
are  generally  between  four  and  feven  inches  in 
diameter ;  but  their  firft  growth  is  in  an  oblique 
diredion,  fo  that  the  branches  are  all  expanded 
and  feparatcd  from  one  another.  The  length  of 
the  leaf  is  between  four  and  fix  inches,  and  its 
breadth  three  or  four.  It  is  very  fmooth,  foft, 
and  terminates  in  a  point,  like  that  of  the  China 
orange  tree,  but  with  fome  difference  in  colour. 
From  the  ftem,  as  well  as  the  branches,  grow  the 
pods  which  contain  the  cocoa. 

The  firft  appearance  is  a  white  bloffom,  not 
rery  large,  whofe  piUil  contains  the  embryo  of 
the  pod,  which  grows  to  the  length  of  fix  or  fe- 
ven inches,  and  four  or  five  in  breadth,  refembiing 
a  cucumber  in  (hape  ;  and  ftriated  in  a  longitu* 
dinal  direftion,  but  deeper  than  the  cucumber. 

The  colour  of  the  pod,  while  growing,  is  green, 
nearly  refembiing  that  of  the  leaf}  but  when  ar- 
rived at  its  full  perfedion,  it  gradually  changci 
to  9L  yelicw.  The  (adl  which  covers  it  is  thin, 
*  '    iinooth,! 
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finoothy  and  clear.  When  the  fruit  is  airived  at 
its  full  growth,  it  is  gathered,  and  being  cut  into 
flices>  its  pulp  appears  white  and  juicy,  with  fmall 
feeds,  regularly  arranged  j  and  at  that  time  of  no 
greater  conlifience  than  the  reft  of  the  pulp,  but 
whiter,  and  contained  in  a  very  line,  delicate 
membrane,  full  of  liquor,  refembling  milk,  but 
tranfparent,  and  fomething  vifcid.  Its  tafte  is  a 
fweetiih  acid  j  but  'n  this  country  is  thought 
promotive  of  fevers.  The  yellownefs  of  the  pod 
indicates  that  the  cocoa  begins  to  feed  on  its  fub- 
ftance,  to  acquire  a  greater  confiftence,  and  that 
the  feeds  begin  to  fill  j  the  colour  gradually  fad- 
ing- till  they  are  fully  completed ;  when  th6 
dark  brown  colour  of  the  fhell,  into  which  the 
yellow  has  deviated,  indicates  the  proper  time  to 
gather  it. 

This  tree  produces  its  fruit  twice  a  year,  and  in 
the  fame  plenty  and  goodnefs.  The  quantity 
gathered  throughout  the  w^hole  jurifdidion  of 
Guiaquil  amounts  at  leaft  to  fifty  thouland  car- 
goes. 

The  cocoa  trees  delight  fo  exceffively  in  water, 
that  the  ground  where  they  are  planted  muft  be 
reduced  to  a  mire  j  and,  if  not  carefully  fupplied 
with  water,  they  die.  They  muft  alfo  be  planted 
in  the  lliade,  or  at  leaft  defended  from  the  per- 
pendicular rays  of  the  fun.  Accordingly  they 
sre  always  placed  near  other  large  trees,  under 
the  ihelter  pf  which  they  grow  and  flourifti. ' 

ThernavigfSble  part  of  the  river  of  Gaiaquil 
extends  from  tlie  city  to  the  cuftomhoufe  at  Ba- 
bahoyo,  the  place  where  the  goods  are  landed. 
This  diftance  is  twenty- four  leagues  and  a  half  j 
and  to  Caracol,  the  luiding  place  in  winter,  twen- 
ty^eight  and  df  hair. 

The 
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The  borders  of  this  river,  together  with  thoft 
of  its  creeks  and  canals,  are  decorated  with  coun- 
try feats,  and  cottages  of  poor  people  of  all  carts, 
having  here  both  the  convenience  of  filliing  and 
agriculture;  and  the  intermediate  fpaces  tilled 
with  fuch  a  variety  of  thickets,  that  art  would 
find  it  difficult  to  imitate  the  delightful  land* 
fcape  here  exhibited  by  nature. 
.  The  principal  and  moft  common  materials  ufed 
in  building  on  thefe  rivers,  are  canes ;  thcle  alfo 
form  the  inward  parts,  as  walls,  floors,  aud  raiU 
of  the  flairs.     The  larger  houfes  differ  only  in 
fome  of  the  principal  pieces,  which  are  of  wood. 
The  method  of  building  is,  to  fix  in  the  earth 
eight,  ten,  or  twelve  pieces  of  wood,  more  or  lefs, 
according  to  the  dimenfions  of  the  hbufe,  forked 
at  the  top,  and  of  a  proper  length ;  all  the  apart- 
ments being  on  the  firft  ftory,  without  any  ground 
floor.      Beams  are    then   laid   acrofs  on   thefe 
forks,  at  the  diftance  of  four  or  five  yards  from  the  i 
ground.      On  thefe  beams,  canes  are  laid  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  form  a  kind  of  rafters;  and  ovcr| 
thefe,  boards  of  the  fame  canes,  a  foot  and  a  half] 
in  breadth,  which  form  as  firm  and  handfome  a 
flooring  as  if  of  wood.    The  partitions  of  the  fe- ! 
veral  apartments  are  of  the  fame  materials;  but  I 
the  outer  walls  are  generally  htticed,  for  the  free 
admifiion  of  the  air.     The  principal  beams  of  the 
roof  of  large  houfes  are  of  timber,  the  rafters  of 
cane,  with  fmaller  ones  in  a  tranfverfe  dire6tion, 
and  over  thefe  vijaua  leaves.    Thus  a  houfe  ii 
built  with  very  little  expence,  thoueh  containing 
all  the  neccfTary  conveniencies.     With  regard  to 
the  poorer  fort,  every  one's  own  labour  fervesto 
procure  him  a  habitation.     The  lower  part  both 
of  thefe  houfes,  as  well  as  thofe  in  the  gvciteil  i 
...  1  part 
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part  of  the  jurifdidion  of  Guiaquil,  are  entirely 
open,  without  having  any  fence,  except  thepofts 
ami  ftancheons  by  which  the  building  isfupport- 
c(l.  The  ground  floor  is  wholly  ulelefs  in  tlie 
winter,  when  all  the  country  is  turned  to  mud. 
Such  houfes,  however,  as  ftand  beyond  the  reach 
of  inundations,  have  ground  floors,  furnilhed  like 
I  the  other  apartments. 

All  the  inhabitants  have  their  canoes  for  paffing 
I  from  one  houfe  to  another ;  and  are  fo  dexterous 
in  the  management  of  thefe  IkifFs,  that  a  little 
girl  ventures  alone  in  a  boat  fo  fmall  and  flight, 
that  another  lefs  Ikilful  would  overfetin  ftepping 
into  it. 

The  continual  rains  in  winter,  and  the  flight- 

nefs  of  the  materials  with  which  thefe  houfes  are 

I  built,  render  it  neceflary  to  repair  them  during 

the  fummer ;  but  thofe  of  the  poorer  fort,  which 

j  are  low,  muft  be  every  year  rebuilt. 

The  veflels  ufcd  upon  this  river  are  chatas,  ca- 
noes, and  balzas,  or  rsfts,  a  name  which  fufficient- 
I  ly  explains  their  conllru6tion,  but  not  the  method 
of  managing  them  j  which  thefe  Indians,  ttrangers 
to  arts  and  fciences,  have  learned  from  ijeceflity. 
The  balzas,  called  by  the  Indians  jangadas,  are 
compofed  of  live,  <even,  or  nine  beams,  of  a  fort 
of  wood,  which,  though  known  here  only  by  the 
name  of  balza,  the  Indians  of  Darieh  call  p'  lero  j 
and,  in  all  appearance,  is  the  ferula  of  the  Latins, 
mentioned  by  CoUumella.  It  is  a  whitifli,  foft 
I  wood  J  and  fo  very  light,  that  a  boy/ can  eafily 
carry  a  log'of  it,  three  or  four  yards  in  length, 
i  and  a  foot  in  diameter. 

Balzas  are  not  only  ufed  on  rivers,  but  fmall 
I  voyages  are  made  at  fea  on  them  3  and  fometimes 
I  they  go  as  far -as  Pa;it5i.'    Their  dimenflons  being 
V0.L.  IV.  A  a    ,  -  different. 
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different,  they  are  alio  applied  to  different  ufes 
feme  of  them  being  fidiing  balzas  j  fome  carry  al 
forts  of  goods  from  thecullomhoufe  to  Guiaquil 
and  from  thence  to  Puna,  the  Salto  de  Tumbez, 
and  Paitaj  and  others,  of  a  more  curious  and  de 
gant  conflrudion,  ferve  for  removing  families  t 
their  eftates  and  country  houfes,  having  thefam 
convenience  as  on  lliore,  not  being  in  the  kali 
agitated  on  the  river ;  and  that  they  have  lutfici 
ent  room  for  accommodations,  may  be  inferre 
from  the  lengtli  of  their  beams,  wliich  are  twelv 
or  fifteen  fathoms,  and  about  two  feet,  or  twi 
and  a  half  diameter  j  fo  that  the  nine  beams,  o: 
which  they  confift,  form  a  breadth  of  betwee 
twenty  and  twenty-four  feet,  and  proportional  i 
thofe  of  feven,  or  any  other  number  of  beams. 

The  thickelt  beam  of  thofe  which  compofe  tb 
balza,  is  placed  fo  as  to  projeft  beyond  the  other] 
in  its  after-parts,  and  to  this  is  lafhed  the  fir 
beams  on  each  fide,  and  thus  fucceffively  till  th 
whole  are  I'ecured ;  that  in  the  middle  being  th 
principal  piece,  and  thence  the  number  of  beamsl 
is  always  odd.    The  larger  fort  of  balzas  gene 
rally  carry  between  four  and  five  hundred  quin-| 
tals,  without  being  damaged  by  the  water;  fo 
the  waves  of  the  fea  never  jrun  over  the  balzaj 
neither  does  the  water  fplaih  up  between  tin 
beams,  the  balza  always  yielding  to  the  motion  o: 
the  waves. 

Hitherto  we  have  only  mentioned  the  conftruc 
tion  and  ufes  th^y  are  applied  to  j  but  the  greateft 
iingularity  of  this  floating  vehicle  is,  that  it  fails, 
tacks,  and  works  as  well,  in  contrary  winds,  as 
flvips  with  a  keel,  and  makes  very  little  lee-way. 
This  advantage  it  derives  from  another  method 
of  jfteering  than  by  a  rudder  j  namely^  by  fome 
2  boards, 
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boards,  three  or  four  yards  in  length,  and  half  A 
yard  in  breadth,  called  gneras,  which  are  placed 
vertically  both  in  the  head  and  ftern,  between 
the  main  beams,  and  by  thriifting  Ibme  of  thefe 
deep  in  the  water,  and  railing  others,  they  bear 
away,  luff  tip,  tack,  lay  to,  and  perform  all  the 
other  motions  of  a  regular  Ihip. 

The  increafe  of  filh  in  this  river  is  greatly  hin- 
dered by  the  prodigious  numbers  of  alligators  :  an 
amphibious  creature,  found  both  in  the  rivers 
and  the  adjacent  plains ;  though  it  is  not  often 
known  to  go  far  from  the  banks  of  the  river. 
When  tired  with  fwimming,  they  leave  the  water 
to  ba(k  themfelves  in  the  fun,  and  then  appear 
more  like  logs  of  rotten  wood,  thrown  alhore  by 
the  current,  than  living  creatures  j  but  upon  per- 
ceiving any  veffel  near  them,  they  immediately 
throw  themfelves  into  the  water.  Some  are  fo 
large,  as  to  exceed  five  yardS  In  length.  During 
the  time  they  lie  balking  on  the  iliore,  they  keep 
their  huge  mouths  wide  open,  till  filled  with 
flies  and  other  infers,  when  they  fuddenly  Ihut 
their  jawsj  and  fwallow  their  prey.  Whatever 
may  have  been  written  with  regard  to  the  fierce- 
neCs  and  rapacity  of  this  animal,  our  company  of 
artifts  found,  from  experience,  that  they  avoid 
a  man  ;  and  on  the  approach  of  any  one,  imme- 
diately plunge  into  the  water.  Its  whole  body 
is  covered  with  fcales,  impenetrable  to  a  mulket 
ball,  unlefs  it  happens  to  hit  him  in  the  belly, 
near  the  fore  legs,  the  only  part  vulnerable. 

The  alligator  is  an  oviparous  creature.  The 
female  makes  a  large  hole  in  the  fand,  near  the 
brink  of  a  river,  and  there  depofits  her  eggs, 
which  are  nearly  equal  to  thofe  of  an  oftrich,  and 
as  white  as  thofe  of  a  hen,  but  much  more  folid, 

A  a  2  She 
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She  generally  lays  about  a  hundred,  contlnnin^l 
in  the  fame  place  liil  they  are  all  depofited,  whii  h 
is  a  day  or  two.     She  then  covers  them  with  the] 
fluid  5  and  the  better  to  conceal  them,  rolls  hir- 
felf,  not  only  over  her  precious  depolitum,  biu  tol 
a  conlidf' I  able  di (lance.     After  this  pra'aution,! 
flio  returns  to  the  water,  till  natural  inltinct  in- 
forms her,  that  it  is  time  to  deliver  her  young 
from  their  confinement,  when  Ihe  comes  to  the 
fpot,  followed  by  the  male,  and  tearing  up  the 
fand    begins  breaking  the  eggs,  but  fo  carefully, 
that  ftarce  a  fingle  one  is  injured,  and  a  whole 
fwarm  of  little  alligators  are  feen  crawling  about. 
The  female  then  takes  them  into  the  water;  but| 
the  watchful  gallinazos,  a  large  bird,  very  com- 
mon in  thefe  parts,  makes  ufe  of  this  opportuni- 
ty to  deprive  her  ot  fome  j  and  even  the  male  al- 
ligator, who  indeed  comes  for  no  other  end,  de- 
vours what  he  can,  tilithv^  female  has  reached  thel 
water  with  the  remaining  j  for  all  thofe  which] 
either  fall  from  her  back,  or  do  not  fwim,  (lieher- 
felf  eats ;  fo  that  out  of  fuch  a  formidable  brood,  I 
happily  not  more  than  four  or  five  efcape. 

When  thefe  creatures  cannot  find  fifli  to  ap- 
peafe  their  hunger,  they  betake  themfelves  to  the] 
meadows  bordering  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and 
devour  calves  and  colts;  and,  in  order  to  be  more 
fecure  in  feizing  their  prey,  take  the  opportunity 
of  the  night,  that  they  may  furprife  them  in  their 
fleepj  and  it  is  obferved,  that  thofe  alligators, 
which  have  once  tailed  flelh,  become  fo  fond  of  | 
it  as  never  to  take  up  with  fifli,  but  in  cafes  of  ne- 
ceflity.  Their  voracity  has  been  often  felt  by  the 
boatmen,  who,  by  inconfiderately  fleeping  with 
one  of  their  arms  or  legs  hanging  over  the  fide 
9f  the  boat,  thefe  aninaals  have  f(?ize4,  and  drawn 
»,  -  the! 
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|thc  whole  body  into  the  water.  The  inhabitants 
of  thore  phices  where  they  abound,  are  very  in- 
Idiiftrious  in  catching  and  dellroying  them.  Their 
ul'ual  method  in  by  a  calouate,  or  piece  of  hard 
I  wood,  Iharpened  at  both  ends,  and  baited  with 
the  lungs  of  Ibme  animal.  This  calbnate  they 
fallen  to  a  thong,  the  end  of  which  is  fecured  to 
the  Ihore.  The  alligator,  on  feeing  the  lungs 
floating  on  the  water,  fnaps  at  the  bait,  and  thus 
both  points  of  the  wood  enter  into  his  jaws,  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  he  can  neither  Jhut  nor  open  his 
mouth.  He  is  then  dragged  alhore,  w^here  the 
Indians  bait  him  like  a  bull,  knowing  that  the 
greateft  damage  he  can  do,  is  to  throw  down  fuch 
as,  for  want  of  care  or  agility,  do  not  keep  out  of 
bis  reach. 

As  fopn  as  the  French  and  Spanifti  artifts  arriv- 
ed at  Guiaquil,  the  corregidor  dtfpatched  a  mef- 
fcager  to  the  magillrate^gd^Guaranda,  that  he 
might  order  carriages  to  the  port  of  Caracol,  for 
conveying  them  and  their  baggage  to  the  moun- 
tains ;  '  It  the  paffage  being  then  impradicable, 
they  w  re  obliged  to  continue  at  Guiaquil  till  the 
fiimmei  when,  on  receiving  advice,  that  the 
mules  p.uvided  by  that  magillrate  were  on  the 
road  to  Caracol,  they  ir^mediately  embarked,  on 
the  3d  of  May  1736,  on  board  a  large  chata,  and 
reached  that  place  on  the  1 J  th.  The  tortures  they 
endured  on  the  river,  from  the  mofquitoes,  were 
beyond  imagination.  The  n^ioft  ^ilhpal  night 
they  fpent  in  this  pafl?ige,  was  when  they  came 
to  an  anchor  near  a  large,  handfome  houfe,  but 
uninhabited,  for  they  had  no  fponer  feated  them- 
feWes  in  it,  than  they  were  attacked  on  all  fides 
with  innumerable  fwarms  of  mofquitoes,  fo  that 
it  was  impQlUbie  iox  a  perfoi;  fuiipeptible  q(  i^ei^ 
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ing  to  be  one  moment  quiet.  In  fliort,  no  cxpt- 
dient  .  ".s  of  any  ufe  againft  their  numbers.  The 
fmokc  of  the  trees  they  burnt,  to  dilperle  thefe 
infernal  inleds,  befides  xiimoit  choaking  themj 
feemed  rather  to  augment  than  diminilh  theii 
multitudes. 

At  day  break,  they  could  not  without  concerr 
look  upon  each  other  j  their  faces  were  fwelled, 
and  their  hands  covered  with  painful  tumoiirs,| 
which  fufficiently  indicated  the  condition  of  the 
other  parts  of  their  bodies,  expofed  to  the  attacks| 
of  thefe  infeds.  The  following  night  they  toot 
up  their  quarters  in  a  houfe  inhabited,  but  not 
free  from  mofquitoes,  though  in  much  lefs  num- 
bers than  before.  On  informing  the  hoft  of  thel 
deplorable  manner  in  which  they  had  fpent  thel 
preceding  night,  he  gravely  told  them,  that  thel 
houfe  they  fo  greatly  complained  of,  had  been] 
forfaken  on  account||j||||its  being  the  purgatory  of 
a  foul :  to  which  one  of  the  company  wittily  an- 
i\/ered,  that  it  was  much  more  natural  to  think  itl 
was  forfaken  on  account  of  its  being  a  purgatory! 
for  the  body. 

AH  the  road,  from  Caracol  to  the  Ojibar,  is  fol 
deep  and  boggy,  that  the  beafts,   at  every  ftep, 
funkalmoft  up  to  their  bellies  j  but  along,  the 
banks  of'  that  river,  they  found  it  more  firm  and 
commodious.  The  houfe  they  lodged  in  had  been 
for  fometime  forfaken,  like  that  already  men-] 
tioned  on  Guiaquil  river,  and  was  become  a  neft  | 
of  mofquitoes  of  all  kinds,  fo  that  it  was  impofli- 1 
ble  to  determine  which  was  the  worft.     Some, 
to  ^void   the  torture  of  thefe  infects,  ftripped| 
themfelves  and  went^  into  the  river,  keeping  only 
their  heads  above  water  j  but  the  face,  being  the 
only  part  expofed,  was  immediately- covered  with 
•  ..*  c  ..    .       ■  themil 


<h6m,  fothat  thoic  who  had  recoiirfe  to  thtaex- 
pedient,  were  fooii  forced  to  deliver  up  theU* 
whole  body  to  thefe  tormenting  creatures.  / 

On  the  l6th,  at  noon,  they  pafted  t^  a  place 
called  Memarurai,  or  Mother  of  Stone,  where 
there  is  an  inconceivably  beautiful  cafcad6.  The 
rock,  from  which  the  water  precipitates  itfelf,  is 
nearly  perpendicular,  and  fifty  fathoms  in  height; 
and  on  both  fides  bordered  with  lofty  and  fprcad- 
ing  trees.  The  clearnefs  of  the  fluid  dazzles  the 
fight,  which  is,  at  the  fame  time,charrhed  with  the 
luflre  of  the  volume  of  water  formed  in  its  fall  j 
after  which  it  continues  its  courfe  in  a  bed  along  a 
fmall  defcent,  and  is  eroded  by  a  road.  From 
thence  they  continued  their  journey,  and  after 
Crofling  the  river  twice  on  bridges,  but  with  equal 
danger  as  in  fording  it,  they  arrived,  at  two  in 
the  evening,  at  a  place  caUed  Tarigagua,  where 
they  refted  in  a  large  flrq^fjp'e  of  timber,  covered 
with  vijaua  leaves,  built  for  their  reception. 

At  Tarigagua  the  traveller  often  fees  inliances 
of  the  efFetts  of  two  oppofite  temperatures,  in  two 
perfons  happening  to  meet,  one  of  them  coming 
from  Guiaquil,  and  the  other  from  the  mountains; 
the  latter  finds  the  heatfo  great,  that  he  is  fcarce 
able  to  bear  any  clothes,  while  the  former  wraps 
himfelf  up  in  all  the  garments  he  can  procure. 
The  one  is  lb  delighted  with  the  warmth  of  the 
water  of  the  river,  that  he  bathes  in  it ;  the  other 
thinks  it  fo  cold,  that  he  avoids  being  fpattered 
by  it.  Nor  is  the  cafe  very  difFerent,'Cven  in  the 
fame  perfon,  who,  after  a  journey  to  the  moun- 
tains, is  returning  to  Guiaquil ;  or  vice  verfa» 
provided  the  journey  and  return  be  made  at  the 
Dune  feafon  of  the  year. 
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At  H  quarter  paft  nine  in  the  morning,  they  I 
begun  to  alcend  the  mountain  o^  San  Antonio,  the  | 
foot  of  which  is  at  Tarigagua,  and  at  one,  reach- 
ed a  plaee  called,  by  tlie  Indians^  Guamac,  or| 
Crofs  of  Canes,  where  they  baited.  ' 

The  ruggednefs  of  the  road  from  TarigagiiaJ 
leading  up  this  mountain,  is  not  calily  defcriled. 
It  gave  our  artifts  more  trouble  and  fatigue,  befides 
«U  thedangers  they  were  every  moment  expofed  to, 
than  all  they  had  experienced  in  their  former  jour- 
neys. In  fome  parts  the  declivity  is  fo  great,  that  the  i 
mules  can  fcarce  keep  their  footing ;  and  in  others 
the  acclivity  is  equally  difficult.    In  many  places, 
the  road  is  fo  narrow,  that  the  mules  have  fcarce 
room  to  fet  their  feet;  and  in  others  a  continued 
feries  of  precipices.    Beiides  thefe  roads,  or  ra- 
ther paths,  are  full  of  holes,  or  camelones,  near 
three  quarters  of  a  yard  deep,  in  which  the  mules 
put  their  fore  and  ilttk  feet;  (o  that  fometimes 
they  draw  their  bellies  and  rider's  legs  along  the 
ground.     Indeed  thefe  holes  ferve  as  Heps,  with- 
out which  the  precipices  would  be  in  a  great  mea-  j 
fure  impracticable,   But  fliould  the  creature  hnp- 
pen  to  put  his  foot  between  two  of  thefe  holes,! 
or  not  place  it  right,  the  rider  falls,  and  if  on  the] 
fide  of  the  precipice,  inevitably  periihes. 

Thel^  holes,  or  camelones,  as  they  are  called,! 
render  all  this  road  very  toilfome  and  dangerous, 
being,  as  it  were,  fo  many  obftacles  to  the  poor 
mules }  though  the  danger  is  even  greater  in  thofe 
parts  where  they  are  wanting  J  for,  as  the  tracks  are 
extremely  fteep  and  {lippery>  from  the  fqii,  which 
U  chalky,  and  continually  Mret,  fo  they  >^uld  be 
quite  impra6bicable,  did  not  the  Ii^di^ns  go  before 
and  dig  little  trenches  acrofK  the  roa^,  with  fmall 
fpades^  which  they  carry  with  them  for  tl^t  pur- 
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|jK>re  J  tttid  thus  both  the  difficulty  and  danger  of 
tliefe  craggy  paths  are  greatly  leirened.     This 
work  is  continual ;  every  drove  requiring  a  repc- 
|tition  of  it :  for  in  lefs  than  a  night,  the  rain  ut-. 
terly  dcftroys  all  the  trenches  cut  by  feveral  handv 
the  preceding  day*    The  trouble  of  having  peo- 
ple going  before  to  mend  the  road,  the  pains  arif* 
ing  from  the  many  falls  and  bruifes,  and  the  dif-» 
agreeablencis  of  being  covered  with  dirt,  and  wet 
to  the  Ikin,  might  be  the  more  cheerfully  fup-  . 
ported,  were  they  not  augmented  by  the  light  of 
I'uch  frightful  precipices  and  deep  abyfles,  as  muft 
fill  the  traveller's  mind  with  terror.  t 

The  manner  of  descending  from  thefe  heights 

lis  not  lefs  difficult  and  dangerous.     In  order  to 

Iflnderftand  this,  it  is  neccflary  to  obferve  that,  in 

thefe  parts  of  the  mountains,  the  exceilive  fteep- 

uefs  will  not  admit  of  the  camelones  being  laft-^ 

ing  J  for  the  waters,  by  lillr  continually  foften* 

I  ing  the  earth,  waih  them  away.  The  mules  them* 

felves  are  fenfible  of  the  caution  requilite  in  thefe 

defcent?  J  for  comipg  to  the  top  of  an  eminence, 

they  Hop,  and  having  placed  their  fore  feet  clofe 

together,  as  in  a  pofture  of  flopping  themielves, 

they  alfo  put  their  hinder  feet  together,  but  a  lit- 

|tle  forwards,  as  if  going  to  lie  down. 

In  this  attitude  having,  as  it  were,  taken  a  fur-  ^ 
|vey  of  the  road,  they  Hide  down  with  the  fwift* 
nefs  of  a  meteor.  AH  the  rider  has  to  do,  is  to 
keep  himfelf  faft  in  the  faddle,  without  checking 
his  bead ;  for  the  lead  motion  is  fufficient  to  dif'- 
order  the  equilibrium  of  the  mule,  in  which  cafe, 
they  both  rmavoldably  perifli.  The  addrefs  of 
this  creature  is  here  truly  wonderful,  for  in  this 
rapid  motion,  when  they  feem  to  have  loft  all 
government  pf  thcmfelvea^  they  follow  exa^y 

tht 


VJA 


voYAdt  or 


.f# 


the  diffcfent  windings  of  the  road,  as  if  they  had 
before  accurately  reconnoitred,  and  previoudy  fet- 
tled in  their  minds,  the  route  they  were  to  follow, 
»nd  taken  every  precaution  for  their  fafetyamidft 
fo  m  a  ny  i  rregalari  ties . 

But  the  longed  pra6tice  of  travelling  thefe 
roads,  cannot  entirely  free  the  mules  from  a  kind 
of  dread  or  horror,  which  appears  when  they  ar- 
rive at  the  top  of  a  deep  declivity  :  for  they 
dop  without  being  checked  by  the  rider  ;  and  if ! 
he  inadvertently  endeavours  to  fpur  them  on, 
they  continue  immoveable  j  nor  will  they  ftir 
from  the  place  till  they  have  put  themlelves  in 
the  above-mentioned  pofture.  Now  it  is  that 
they  feem  to  be  a6tuated  by  reafon  j  for  they  not 
only  attentively  view  the  road,  but  tremble  and 
fnort  at  the  danger  j  which,  if  the  rider  be  not 
accudomed  to  thefe  emotions,  cannot  fail  of  till- 
ing him  with  terribl#f8eas.  The  Indians  go  be- 
fore, and  place  themfelves  along  the  iides  of  the 
fnountain,  holding  by  the  roots  of  trees,  to  ani- 
mate the  beads  with  (houts,  till  they  at  once 
dart  down  the  declivity. 

They  now  began  to  defcend  with  more  eafe 
towards  the  province  df  Chimbo,  attended  by 
the  proviq^ial  alcalde,  and  the  mod  eminent  pqr- 
fons  of  tlie  town.  After  Complimenting  them  in 
•the  mod  cordial  manner  on  their  arrival,  they 
proceeded  together,  and  within  a  league  of  the 
town  were  met  by  the  pried,  a  Dominican,  ac- 
companied by  feveral  of  his  order,  and  a  number 
of  the  inhabitants,  who  alfo  left  the  town  on 
the  fame  friendly  occafion  :  and,  to  heighten  the 
cerejuony,  had  brought  with  them  a  troop  of 
cliolos,  pr  Indian  boys.  In  this  manner  the  ca- 
yisilcade  entered  the  town>  on  which  all  the  bells 
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5n  the  place  were  rung,  and  every  houfe  refound- 
ed  with  the  noife  of  trumpets,  tabors,  and  pipes. 

On  expcefling  to  the  corregidor  their  lurprile 
at  this  reception,  as  a  compliment  far  above  their 
rank,  he  informed  them,  that  it  was  not  at  all 
fmgular,  it  being  no  more  than  what  was  com- 
monly pra6ti fed,  when  perfons  of  any  appearance 
entered  the  town  j  and  tha^  there  was  no  linall 
emulation  between  the  feveral  towns  in  paying 
thofe  congratulations. 

After  they  had  paiTed  the  mountains  beyond 
Pucara,  the  whole  country,  within  the  reach  of 
the  eye,  during  a  paiTage  of  two  leagues,  was  9. 
level  and  open  plain,  having  neither  trees  nor 
mountains,  and  being  covered  with  fields  of 
wheat,  barley,  maize,  and  other  grain,  naturally 
gave  our  artifts  great  pleafure. 

The  corregidor  entertained  them  in  his  houfe 
atGuaranda  till  the  21  ft  of  the  fame  month,  when 
they  continued  their  journey  to  Quito  j  whither 
they  arrived,  without  meeting  with  any  remarfc- 
|able  occ'irrences,  in  a  few  days. 

At  the  extremity  of  a  fpacious  plain,  called 

|Tura  Bamba,  Itands  the  city  of  Quito ,  on  which 

they  entered  at  five  in  the  evening  on  the  29th. 

The  prefident  of  the  province,  befides  providing 

apartments  for  them  in  the  palace  of  the  audencia« 

I  entertained  them  the  firll  three  days  with,  great 

fplendor,  during  which  they  were  vifited  by  the 

I  biihop,  the  auditor,  the  canons,  the  regidores,  and 

all  other  perfons  of^'any  diftindion,  who  feemed  to 

I  vie  with  each  other  in  their  civilities. 

Our  artiUs  found,  from  accurate  obfervations, 
I  that  the  city  of  Quito  is'fituated  in  latitude  0  deg» 
13  min.  33  fee.  fouth,  and  in  298  deg.  15  min. 
|4^(ec.  or  Ql  deg.  44auu.  15  fee.  weit  lcDgltude« 

from 
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irotn  the  meridian  of  Teneriti'e.     It  Hands  in  the! 
inland  parts  of  the  continent  of  South  AmeriiaJ 
und  on  the  eaftern  ikirts  of  the  Weil  Cordillera 
of  the  Andes.    Its  diftance  from  the  coall  of  thc| 
$outh  Sea  is  about  thirty-five  leagues  weft.   Con.- 
tiguous  to  it,  on  the  north-wefty  are  the  mouii- 
tainsof  Pichincha^not  lefs  famous  among  ftrangersl 
for  their  great  height,  than  among  the  natives  for 
the  great  riches  they  are  imagined  to  contain. I 
The  city  is  built  on  the  acclivity  of  that  moun- 
tain, and  furrounded  by  others  of  a  middlingl 
height,  among  the  breaches,  or  guaycos,  as  they] 
are  called  here,  which  form  the  eminences  of  Pi- 
chincha.     Some  of  thefe  breaches  are  of  a  conli- 
derable  depth,  and  run  quite  through  it,  fo  that! 
great  part  of  the  buildings  ftand  upon  arches. I 
This  renders  the  ftreets  irregular,  and  extremely 
uneven,  fome  parts  of  the  city  being  built  on  the 
afcents,  defcents,  and  fummits  of  the  breaches. 
The  city,  with   regard  to  magnitude,   may  be 
compared  to  one  of  the  fecond  order  in  Europe ;] 
but  the  uuevennefs  of  its  lituation  is  a  great  dil- 
advautage  to  its  appearance. 

Near  it  are  two  ipacious  plains  :  both  of  which  | 
are  interfperfed  with  feats  and  cultivated  lands, 
which  greatly  add  to  the  profped  from  the  city,! 
being  continually  covered  with  a  lively  verdure. 
Thele  two  plains  contraft  as  they  approach  the 
city  J  and  at  their  junction,  form  a  neck  of  land,! 
covered  with  thofe  eminences,  on  which  part  of| 
Quito  ftands.    It  may,  perhafls,  appear  itrange, 
that  notwithftanding  two  fuch  beautiful  and  ex^ 
teniive  plains  are  fo  near  die  city,  a  lituation  Ibj 
very  inconvenient  fhouid  be  preferred  to  either. 
.But  the  firii  founders  feem  to  have  had  lefs  re-j 
gard  for  convenience  and  beauty,  than  for  pre* 
^■..;^"  ^  fcrvingl 
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ierving  the  remembrance  of  their  conquers,  by 
building  on  the  iite  of  the  ancient  capital  of  tho 
Indians,  «who  made  choice  of  fuch  places  for 
erecting  their  towns ;  probably  from  their  being 
better  adapted  for  defence,  Beiides,  the  Spani<* 
ardSy  during  the  infancy  of  their  conqueft,  little 
imagined  this  place  would  ever  increafe  to  its 
prel'ent  magnitude.  Quito,  however,  was  for- 
merly in  a  much  more  flouriihing  condition  than 
at  prefent. 

Pichincha,  in  former  times,  was  a  volcano; 
and  even  fome  fiery  eruptions  have  been  known 
Unce  the  conqueft.  At  prefent  no  fire  is  ejeded, 
nor  does  there  any  fmoke  iflue  from  it.  The 
higheft  part  of  Pichincha  is  covered  with  ice 
and  fnow,  coniiderable  quantities  of  which  are 
brought  down  to  the  city,  and  mixed  with  the 
liquors  drank  by  people  of  fafhion. 

The  principal  fquare  in  Quito  has  four  fides, 
in  one  of  which  ftands  the  cathedral,  and  in  the 
oppolite  the  epifcopal  palace ;  the  third  fide  is 
taken  up  by  the  townhoufe  3  and  the  fourth  by 
I  the  palace  of  the  audience.  It  is  very  fpacious» 
and  has  in  the  centre  an  elegant  fountain.  It  is, 
indeed,  rather  disfigured  than  adorned  by  the  pa- 
lace of  the  audience;  which,  inHead  of  being 
kept  in  repair,  the  greatefl  part  of  ft  has  been 
fufiered  to  fall  into  ruins  3  only  a  few  halls  and 
txffices  being  taken  any  care  of.  The  principal 
ftreets  are  paved ;  but  thofe  which  at^  not,  are 
almofl  impafiable  after  rain,  which  is  here  very 
I  common. 

Befide  the  principal  fquare,  there  are  twe 

I  others  in  Quito,  and  both  very  fp^^eious,  together 

with  feveral  others  that  are  fmaller.    In  thefe 

the  greatefl  part  of  the  convents  are  fituated^  and 

Vol.  IV.  Bb  thenco 
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thence  make  a  very  handfome  appearance;  the  I 
fronts  and  portals  of  thofe  edifices  dedicated  to 
religion,  being  adorned  .with  all  the  embellifh* 
ments  of  architefture,  particularly  the  convent  of 
the  Francifeans,  which  being  wholly  of  free  ftone,  f 
mull  have  coft  an  immenfe  fum.  The  cathedra], 
befides  the  richnefs  of  its  furniture,  is  fplendidly 
adorned  with  tapeftry  hifngings  and  other  coftly 
decorations. 

Among  the  courts,  whofe  feflions  are  held  at 
Onito,  the  principal  is  that  of  the  royal  audience, 
inftituted  in  lab3,  and  coniiils  of  a  prefident, 
four  auditors,  and  a  royal  fifcal,  all  perfons  in 
other  high  official  lituations  in  the  province. 
There  is,  likewife,  another  fifcal,  called  protestor 
de  los.Indios,  who  foUcits  for  the  Indians ;  and 
when  Injured,  pleads  in  their  defence.  The  ju- 
rifdi£tion  of  this  court  extends  to  the  utnioft  limits 
of  the  province,  and  from  its  decifions  lies  no 
other  appeal  than  to  the  council  of  the  Indies. 

Here  are  alfo  efiablilhed  a  tribunal  de  cruza- 
da;  a  treasury  for  the  effe6ls  of  perfons  deceafetl, 
a  very  excellent  inllitution,  though,  frequently 
abufed  ;  and  a  court  of  inquifition,  under  acom- 
miflary  and  familiars  appointed  by  the  holy  o^Sice 
of  Lima. 

The  cathedral  chapter  confifts  of  the  bilhop, 
dean,  and  other  dignitaries,  who  eiijoy  confider- 
able  revenues.  This  church  was  erefted  into  a 
cathedral  in  1545,  and  among  other  fefiivals  ce- 
lebrated in  it  with  extraordinary  magnificence, 
are  thofc  of  Corpus  Chrilli,  and  the  Conception 
»f  our  Lady  ;  at  which  all  perfons  of  eminence 
afiill.  But  the  fingular  pomp  of  the  procellion 
o£  the  holt  in  the  former,  and  the  dances  of  the 
ladtass  muii  not  be  omitted. 
'.  ^monih 
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'A  month  botbre  the  celebration  of  the  fea(U» 
it  is  cuiloniary  tor  the  parilh  prielh,  throughout 
the  provinces  to  icle^  a  number  of  Indians*  who 
are  to  be  the  dancers.  Thefc  immediately  begin 
to  pra6tilc  tli;:  dances  they  ufed  before  their  con- 
verlion.  Tlteir  muiic  is  the  pipe  and  tabor ;  and 
the  mod  extraordinary  of  their  motions  are  a  few 
awkward  .capers,  little  fuited  to  the  European 
tafte.  Within  a  few  days  of  the  folemnity,  they 
drefs  themfelves  in  a  doublet,  ihirt,  and  woman's 
petticoat,  adorned  with  the  utmoil  finery.  Over 
their  (lockings  they  wear  a  kind  of  buikins,  with 
a  number  of  l^ells.  Their  faces  are  covered  with 
a  fort  of  maik  formed  of  vnrious-coloiu'ed  ribbons. 
Dreired  in  this  fantaftical  garb,  they  proudly  call 
themfelves  angels,  fpend  the  day  in  roving  about 
the  flrcets,  and  dancing  to  gain  the  applaufe  of 
the  ignorant  multitude.  But  what  is  moll  fur* 
priling,  without  any  pay  or  view  of  interell,  they 
continue  this  exercife  a  whole  fortnight  before 
the  grand  feiiival,  and  a  month  after  it,  regard- 
lefs  of  their  families,  their  duties,  or  themfelves*. 

Soon  after  our  artifts  arrived  at  Quito,  they  den 
termined  to  continue  the  feries  of  the  triangles 
for  meafuring  an  arch  of  the  meridian  to  the 
fouth  of  that  city :  the  company  accordingly  di- 
vided themfelves  into  two  bodies,  confiiling  of 
French  and  Spaniards,  and  each  retired  to  the 
part  aliigned  them.  Don  George  Juan  and  M^ 
Godin,  who  headed  one  party,  went  to  the  moun^ 
tain  of  Pambamarca  j  while  M.  Bouger,  De  la 

*  Such  are  the  arts  of  popery  to  gain  converts,  by  amudng 
weak  minds  with  unmeaning  ihows  and  ridiculous  ceremonie?. 
The  I n.Uan  converts  to  Chriftianity,  in  general,  are  indulged 
la  all  their  original  abfurdities :  if  they  arc  fubn^iifive  to  thd 
frle&f  it  is  enough. 

B  b  2  Condamine^ 
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Condamine,  and  Don  Ulloa,  with  their  afliftnnts, 
climbed  up  to  the  higheft  fummit  of  Pichinrlia. 

Both  parties  fufFered  extremely  from  Ihe  leve- 
rity  of  the  cold  and  the  impetiiofity  of  the  winds, 
which,  on  thofe  heights,  blew  with  inceflant  vio- 
lence. Thus,  in  the  torrid  zone,  nearly  under 
the  cquinottial,  where  it  was  natural  to  fuppofe 
they  had  moft  to  fear  from  the  heat,  their  greateft 
pain  was  occalioned  by  the  intenlity  of  the  cold. 

Their  firft  fcheme  was  to  pitch  a  field  tent  for 
each  company  j  but  on  Pichincha,  the  narrow- 
nefn  of  the  fummit  would  not  admit  of  this,  and 
the  party  were  obliged  to  be  cdhtented  with  a 
hut  of  the  fmallell  dimenlions,  fo  that  they  could 
fcarcely  all  creep  into  it.  Their  ftation  was  on 
one  of  the  higheft  crags  of  a  rocky  mountain, 
one  hundred  fathoms  above  the  higheft  part  of 
the  defert  of  Pichincha.  The  afcent  up  this  ftu- 
pendous  rock  was  fo  craggy,  for  a  confiderable 
way,  as  only  to  be  climbed  on  foot ;  and  to  per- 
form it,  coft  them  four  hours  continual  labour 
and  pain,  from  the  violent  efforts  of  the  body, 
and  the  extreme  fubtilty  of  the  air. 

The  artifts  generally  kept  within  their  hut, 
which  they  were  obliged  to  do,  to  Icreen  them- 
fclves  from  the  fcverity  of  the  weather.  They 
were  involved,  likewife,  in  fuch  a  thick  fog,  that 
an  objed;  at  {jy^  or  eight  paces  diftance  was  hardly 
difcernible.  When  at  any  time  the  fog  cleared 
up,  the  clouds  below  api^ear  like  a  vaft  fea,  while 
they  feemed  infulated  on  its  centre,  in  this  cafe, 
they  heard  the  burtt  of  ftorms  which  were  dif- 
charging  themfelves  on  Quito  and  the  neigh- 
bouring country  ;  they  faw  the  lightning  ilfue 
from  the  clouds,  and  heard  the  thunder  rolling 
far  beneath  them  5  and  whilft  the  lower  parts 
.  were 
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were  involved  in  tempef^H  of  thunder  and  rain, 
they  enjoyed  a  delightful  ferenity  j  the  wind  was 
abated,  the  Iky  clear,  and  the  enlivening  rays  of 
the  fun  moderated  the  feverity  of  the  cold.  But 
when  the  clouds  rofc,  their  denfity  rendered  re- 
fpiration  difficult;  the  (how  and  hail  fell  incef- 
fantly  ;  and  the  wind  returned  with  all  its  vio- 
lence ;  fo  that  it  was  impoffible  to  overcome  the 
iipprehcnfion  of  being  blown  down  the  precipice, 
or  of  being  buried  in  the  daily  accumulation  of 
ice  and  fnow. 

Sometimes  they  were  alarmed  with  the  loud 
reports  of  enormous  fragments  of  rocks  tumbling 
from  their  beds ;  and  thist  in  the  night  time,  was 
peculiarly  awful.  The  days  too  were  often  little 
better  than  the  nights ;  and  the  intervals,  when 
it  was  poflible  to  purfue  their  bufinefs,  were  found 
infufiicient  to  make  any  progrefs ;  but  they  ftill 
perfeveredjin  hopes  that  the  weather  might  mend* 

Their  fervants  and  attending  Indians  were  fo 
benumbed  with  the  cold,  that  it  was  with  great 
difficulty  they  could  get  them  to  quit  their  tent, 
where  they  kept  a  continual  fire.  All  that  our 
artifts  could  obtain  from  them,  was  to  take  their 
turns  in  the  labour ;  and  even  then  they  fet  about, 
it  unwillingly,  and  performed  it  very  llowly. 

It  may  be  eafily  coticcived  what  this  company 
fuffered  from  the  ai'perities  of  fuch  a  climate. 
Their  feet  were  fwelied  and  fo  tender,  that  they 
could  not  even  endure  the  heat  of  a  fire  j  and  walk- 
ing was  attended  with  extreme  pain.  Their  hands 
were  covered  with  chilblain c  -,  their  lips  fwelied 
and  chopped ;  and  almoft  every  motion,  in  fpeak- 
ing  or  eating,  drew  blood.  They  were,  indeed, 
little  difpofed  to  laugh  ;  but  if  at  any  time  they 
did,  the  extenfion  of  the  jaws  occanoned  fuch 
fifiares  as  were  painful  for  fome  days. 

B  b  3  '  Upwards 
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Upwards  of  three  weeks  our  artlfts  fpent  on 
this  rock  ;  when,  at  lail,  defpairing  of  being  able 
to  fmiih  their  obfervations  of  the  angles,  from 
the  impoflibility  of  feeing  their  lignals  from  one 
fummit  to  the  other,  they  defcended  to  a  lower 
iituation  and  a  more  favourable  region.  How- 
ever, they  ftill  retained  their  former  habitation 
for  nearly  three  months  longer;  when  having 
completed  the  obfervations  which  particularly 
concerned  Pichincha,  they  proceeded  to  others  j 
but  with  little  abatement  either  of  inconvenience, 
cold,  or  fatigue  j  for  the  places  where  they  made 
their  obfervations  being  neceflfarily  on  the  higheft 
parts  of  thedeferts,  the  only  refpite  they  enjoyed, 
was  in  palling  from  one  ilation  to  another. 

After  they  left  Pichincha,  each  company  made 
life  of  a  field  tent,  which,  though  fmall,  .was  pre- 
ferable io  the  hut.  At  fir  ft  they  pitched  their 
tents  in  fhcltered  fituations  j  but  afterwards  re- 
folving  to  make  them  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  fig- 
nals,  to  fave  trouble,  they  removed  them  to  more 
expofed  fpots,  where  the  impetuofity  of  the  wind 
fbmetimes  blew  them  down. 

From  what  has  been  obferved,  it  will  follow, 
that  to  form  a  right  judgment  of  the  happy  tem- 
perature of  the  air  of  Quito,  experience  muft 
corre(Sl  the  errors  which  mere  fpeculation  would 
teach ;  as  without  that  unerring  guide,  or  the 
evidence  of  hiftory,  who  would  imagine,  that  in 
the  centre  of  the  torrid  zone,  or  rather  under  the 
equi»otSiial,  the  heat  is  not  only  very  tolerable, 
but  even  the  cold,  in  fome  places,  infupportably 
fcvere  j  and  that  others  enjoy  all  the  pleafures 
and  advantages  of  a  conftant  fpring,  their  fields 
being  covered  with  perpetual  verdure,  and  ena- 
melled with  flowers  of  the  brighteft  hues  ?  The 
mildntfii  of  the  climate,  free  from  the  extremes 
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of  heat  and  cold,  and  the  conftant  equality  of  the 
nights  and  days,  render  a  fpot,  which  the  ancients 
deemed  uninhabitable,  not  only  pleafant  but  fer- 
tile. Nature,  indeed,  has  fcatttrcd  her  bleliings 
round  Quito  with  fuch  a  liberal  hand,  that  this 
country  furpafles  thofe  of  the  temperate  zones, 
where  the  viciliitudes  of  fummer and  winter,  and 
the  tranfition  from  heat  to  cold,  cauie  the  ck* 
tremes  of  both  to  be  more  fenlibiy  felt, 

The  circumltances  which  render  this  country 
fo  delightful,  arifc  from  an  union  of  different 
qualities  fo  well  blended,  that  they  could  not  be 
feparated  without  a  painful  chafm.  The  principal 
circumilance  is  an  elevated  (ituation  5  and  thuSji^ 
not  only  the  reflection  of  the  heat  is  diminilhed, 
but  the  winds  are  more  fubtle,  and  congelation 
more  natural. 

The  fertility  of  this  country  would  appear  to 
many  incredible,  did  not  the  confideration  of  the 
equality  and  benignity  of  the  climate  enforce  its 
probability,  For  both  the  degrees  of  cold  and 
heat  are  fo  happily  determined,  that  the  moiiture 
continues,  and  the  earth  feldom  fails  of  being 
Cijsrilhed  by  the  fertilizing  beams  of  the  fun  feme 
p&ft  of  every  day.  Hence,  the  fruits  and  beauties 
of  the  feveral  feafons  are  feen  here  at  one  and 
the  fame  time. 

But  though  this^^ls  generally  feen,  yet  there  is 
a  fettled  time  forHhe  grand  harveft.  Still,  how- 
ever, the  moli  favourable  feafon  for  fowing  in 
one  place  is  a  month  or  two  later  or  earlier  than 
another,  though  diftant  only  two  or  three  leagues. 
Thus  we  fometimei»  fee  fowing  and  reaping  going 
on  at  once,  on  different  lidcs;of  the  l"hme  hill,  or 
even  on  the  fame  fide,  according  to  elevation,  or 
Other  natural  determining  circumltances.  Nor 
is  this  any  contradiction  to  w  h»t  has  been  before 
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advanced,  relative  to  this  fruitful  and  happy  cli- 
mate. 

The  generality  of  the  villages  being  built  on 
the  lides  of  the  mountains,  have  little  regularity. 
Except  the  church  and  parfonage,  they  are  gene- 
rally conftruiSted  of  mud. 

While  the  Spaniili  artifts  were  employed  in 
their  menfurations  in  the  province  of  Quito,  they 
were  fummoned  by  the  viceroy  of  Peru,  to  repair 
immediately  to  Lima,  where  their  affiftance  was 
thought  neceflary  to  fruftrate  the  defigns  of  the 
Englilh*. 

They  readily  obeyed  the  viceroy's  order,  and 
having  furniflied  themfelves  with  neceflaries  at 
Quito,  they  left  that  city  on  the  30th  of  Odtober, 
dptermining  to  proceed  by  the  way  of  Guaranda 
and  Guiaquil.as  being  the  beft  road. 

They  reached  Salto  on  the  7th  of  November, 
and  in  two  days  more  arrived  at  Tumbez,  through 
a  country  entirely  wafte  ;  part  of  it  being  over- 
flowed by  the  tides,  and  the  other  part  dead  fands, 
which  reflc6l  the  rays  of  the  fun  fo  intenfely,  as 
to  render  it  neceflTary  to  perform  this  journey  ge- 
nerallv  in  the  nisfht. 

At  Tumbez,  Don  Francifco  Pizarro  firft  landed 
in  I52t).  Along  the  banks  of  a  river  of  the  fame 
name,  all  kinds  of  tropical  fruits  and  grain  are 
produced  in  great  abundance  ;  and  the  more  dif* 
tant  parts  of  the  country  yield  a  kind  of  legumi- 
pons  tree,  railed  algarrobalc,  which  bears  a  bean 
that  ferves  as  food  for  cattle. 

From  Tumbez  they  proceeded  to  Piura,  which 
journey  they  performed,  with  difficulty,  in  fifty- 
four  hours,  along  a  road  both  toilfome  and  dan- 

♦  Commodore  Anfon*3  f^uadron  was  then  expefted  in  the 
South  St'iiv, 
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gerous.  In  the  laft  ftage  of  this  route,  they  faw 
a  mine  of  cope,  a  kind  of  mineral  tar,  great  quan- 
tities of  which  are  exported  to  Callao,  and  other 
parts,  where  it  is  ufed  in  (liipping ;  but  it  is  faid 
to  bum  the  cordage. 

The  city  of  Piura  was  the  firft  Spanllh  fettle- 
ment  in  Peru.  It  was  founded  by  Pizarro  in 
1531.  It  ttands  in  5  deg.  11  min.  fouth  latitude  j 
and  is  the  refidence  of  the  corregidor,  whofe  ju- 
rifdiftion  extends  on  one  fide,  along  the  rallies, 
and  on  the  other,  among  the  mountains.  It  has 
a  river  which  contributes  much  to  the  conveni- 
ence of  the  inhabitants,  and  to  the  fertility  of  the 
country  j  but  in  the  fummer  feafon  it  generally 
fails,  when  they  are  obliged  to  dig  wells  in  its 
channel. 

Our  artifts  continuing  their  journey,  next  reach* 
led  Sechura,  about  ten  leagues  diftant,  the  whole 
country  between  the  two  ftages  being  a  level, 
fandy  defert.  After  refting  here  two  days,  they 
crofled  the  defert,  and  making  fome  ihort  halts 
for  refrefliments  and  reft,  they  arrived  at  Monopc. 
The  extent  and  uniform  afpe6t  of  the  plain 
through  which  they  paffed,  together  with  the 
continual  motion  of  the  fard,  which  foon  effaces 
all  tracks,  frequently  bewilder  the  moft  experi- 
enced guides.  Their  fagacity,  however,  in  reco- 
vering the  right  path  is  very  remarkable;  for  by 
fraelling  the  fand,  which  is  more  or  lefs  impreg- 
nated by  the  excrements  of  the  mules,  they  deter- 
Imine  the  true  direftion. 

Near  Menope  runs  the  river  Pozuelos,  which 
lalfo  becomes  arid  in  fummer.  The  inftinA  of 
beafts>  ufed  to  travel  this  road,  is  furprifins^j  for 
l^vcn  at  four  leagues  diftance  they  can  imeil  the 

water, 
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water,  and  become  fo  impatient  that  U  is  difficult] 
to  check  them. 

After  parting  through  fome  unimportant  towns,! 
they  reached  Truxillo,  in  the  valley  of  Chimbo. 
Notwithftanding  its  fandy  foil,  the  fituation  is 
pleafant.     It  is  furrounded  by  a  brick  wall;  and! 
its  extent  entitles  it  to  be  darted  among  cities  of) 
th6  third  magnitude.     Its  diftance  from  the  fea| 
is  about  half  a  league.    The  houfes  make  a  de- 
cent appearance. 

In  this  climate  there  is  a  fenrtble  difl^erence  be- 1 
tween  fummer  and  winter.     The  country  of  this 
whole  valley  is  extremely  fertile,  fo  that  the  in-i 
habitants  enjoy,  not  only  abundance  of  all  forts  of 
provirtons  for  their  own  confumption,  but  make  [ 
conrtderable  exports,  efpecially  of  wheat  and  fii- 
gars.     About  a  league  from  the  city  is  a  river,  I 
whofe  waterp  are  conducted,  by  various  canals,  I 
through  this  delightful  country.     It  would  be 
uninterefting  to  enumerate  all  the  places  they| 
halted  atj  fuffice  it  to  fay,  that,  after  a  long  jour- 
ney of  two  hundred  and  fixty-four  leagues,  the  | 
greateft  part  of  which  they  performed  by  night,  j 
they  at  lafl:  entered  the  city  of  Lima. 

This  city  fl:ands  in  the  fpacious  and  delightful 
valley  of  Rimac,  an  Indian  word,  which  the  Spa- 
niards have  corruptly  changed  into  Lima.    Thel 
original  is  derived  from  the  name  of  an  idol,  to| 
which  the  native  Indians  ufed  to  ort^er  facrifice; 
and,  as  it  was  fuppofed  to  return  anfwers  to  the 
prayers  addrelfed  to  it,  they  called  it,  by  way  of  | 
eminence,  Rimac,  or  he  who  fpeaks. 

Lima,  according  to  the  mod  accurate  obferva- 
tions,  ftands  in  12  deg.  2  min.  3  fee.  fouth  lati- 
tude, and  60  deg.  32  min.  53  fee.  well  longitude | 
from  the  meridian  of  TeneritFe.    Its  iltuation  is 

one  I 
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j  one  of  the  moft  advantageous  that  can  be  conceiv- 
ed) (lying  in  a  fpacious  valley^  and  at  a  proper 
di^ance^  towards  the  north,  bounded  by  the  Cor- 
dillera des  Andes^  from  whence  fome  hills  projed 
into  the  valley. 

The  river  of  the  fame  name  waihcs  the  walls, 
and  when  not  increaled  by  the  torrents  from  the 
mountains^  is  ealily  fordable.  However,  it  has 
an  elegant  fione  bridge  over  it,  having  at  one  ex- 
tremity a  gate  of  the  iineft  architeSure.  This 
gate  conduds  to  the  grand  fquare^  which  is  very 
large  and  fuperb. 

The  form  of  the  city  is  triangular,  the  bafe,  or 
longeft  lide,  extending  along  the  banks  of  the 
river.  Its  length  is  two-thirds  of  a  league,  and 
its  greatell  breadth  two-fifths.  It  is  furrounded 
hy  a  brick  wall,  which  anfwers  its. original  inten- 
tion, butpoiTeifes  no  regularity.  The  ftreets  are 
paved,  and  lined  by  canals,  which,  being  arched 
over,  contribute  to  its  cleanlinefs,  without  any 
inconvenience. 

The  houfes  for  the  moft  part  are  low,  but  com- 
tnodious,  and  make  a  good  appearance.  Thev 
are  all  conftru£ted  in  fuch  a  manner,  and  of  fuch 
materials,  as  may  beft  enable  them  to  fupport  the 
Ihocks  of  the  earthquakes  to  which  this  city  is 
fo  much  devoted.  Thefe  are  the  moft  dreadful 
dilafterii  which  attend  Lima  and  the  neighbouring 
country.  So  fudden  and  violent  are  thefe  con- 
cufiions  of  nature,  that  the  interval  between  them 
is  never  of  fufficient  length  to  obliterate  the  re- 
membrance of  their  tremendous  confequences. 

The  earthquakes,  however,  though  fudden, 
have  their  prefages  3  one  of  which  is  a  rumbling 
tioife  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  about  a  minute 
before  the  ihock  is  felt,  which  feems  to  pervade 
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all  the  adjacent  fubterraneous  parts.    This  is  fol- 
lowed by  the  difraal  bowlings  of  dogs,  which! 
feem  to  have. the  tirfl  perception  of  the  impend- 
ing danger.     On  thefe  alarms,  the  terrified  inha- 
bitsnts  fly  from  their  houfes  into  the  itreets,  with! 
fiich  precipitation,  that  if  the  calamity  happens 
in  the  night,  they  appear  quite  naked.     Nor  does| 
their  terror  end  with  the  lirft  Ihock,  none  ven- 
turing to  return  to  their  houfes,  even  if  they  I 
clcape  the  firft  attack,  left  a  repetition  fliould 
again  involve  them  into  greater  calamity. 

One  of  the  mod  dreadful  concuflions  of  nature, 
felt  by  this  unfortunate  city,  happened  on  the 
20th  ofOaoberl687. 

Another  ftill  more  dreadful  in  its  confequences, 
overtook  it  on  the  28th  of  O6tober  1746,  at  half  | 
paft  ten  at  night.  In  little  more  than  three  mi- 
nutes, the  greateft  part  of  the  buildings  of  every 
defcription  was  deftroyed,  burying  under  the 
ruins  all  thofe  who  had  not  been  able  to  efcape 
into  the  ftreets  and  fquaresj  the  only  places  of| 
fafcty  in  thefe  terrible  convulfions.  The  fort  of  I 
Callao,  at  the  very  fame  hour,  funk  into  fimilar 
ruins  j  but  what  it  fuffered  from  the  earthquake 
in  its  buildings  was  trivial,  compared  to  the  cata- 
ilrophe  which  enfued.  The  fea,  receding  to  a 
confiderable  diftance,  returned  in  mountainous 
waves,  foaming  with  the  violence  of  the  agitation, 
and  inftantly  converted  Callao  into  a  fea  j  nothing 
remaining,  except  a  piece  of  the  wall  of  the  fort  of  | 
Santa  Cruz,  as  a  memorial  of  this  terrible  devafta- 
tion.  At  that  moment  twenty-three  fhips,of  ditfer- 
ent  defcriptions,  were  riding  in  the  harbour:  nine- 
teen of  which  were  abfolutely  funk,  and  the  other 
four,  among  which  was  the  St.  Fermin  frigate,  were 
*^-'^  ..v..  2  -        carried 
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tutvitd,  by  the  irrefillible  force  of  the  wave8>  a 
confiderabie  ^ay  up  the  country. 

This  terrible  inundation  extended  to  other 
ports  along  the  coaft,  which  underwent  the  fame 
^te  as  Lima.  The  number  of  inhabitants  who  pe^ 
riihed  in  that  city  amounted  to  thirteen  hundted, 
beiides  the  maimed  and  wounded.  At  Callao, 
-H'hofe  population  was  edimated  at  four  thoufand^ 
only  two  hundred  efcapedj  and  twenty-two  of 
thcfe  by  means  of  the  wall  already  mentioned. 

From  thefe  horrible  vifitations,  added  to  its 
never  raining,  the  reader  would  naturally  be  led 
to  think,  that  the  country  mud  of  neceflity  be 
totally  barren  j  the  contrary,  however,  is  the  fa6t  j 
for  Lima  enjoys  an  enviable  fertility  j  and  art  and 
nature  unite  to  fupply  that  moiftme  which  the 
clouds  feem  to  withhold. 

One  of  the  principal  cares  of  the  incas  was,  the 
cutting  and  difpofing,  in  the  mofl  advantageous 
manner,  trenches  or  fmall  canals,  to  convey  the 
waters  of  the  river  to  every  part,  and  fertilize 
the  foil.  The  Spaniards  finding  thefe  ufeful  works 
jready  executed,  have  been  at  fome  pains  to  keep 
them  in  repair;  and  the  country  in  confequence 
is  irriguous  and  beautiful. 

In  the  vicinity  of  the  city  are  numerous  gar- 
dens, full  of  the  choicefl  fruits  and  herbs.  The 
foil,  however,  is  ftony  and  fandy.  The  arable 
lands  have  a  ftratum  of  a  foot  or  two  of  earth ; 
but  below  that,  loofe  dones.  Hence  it  is  evident, 
that  this  whole  fpace  was  once  overflowed  by  the 
lea,  to  the  difiauce  of  fome  leagues  beyond  its 
prefent  limits. 

The  rocks,  too,  in  the  moft  inland  part  of  the 
bay,  are  perforated  and  fmooihed  like  thofe  waihf 
ed  by  the  waves>  and  undermined  in  the  mod  eac' 
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traordlnary  manner,  which  could  not  have  beea 
done  without  the  agency  ot  the  fea. 
'.  Another  Angularity  in  this  arid  country,  is  the 
abundance  of  fprings  j  water  being  every  where 
found  by  digging  only  a  few  feet  below  the  fur- 
face. 

One  allonifhing  particular  in  the  walls  of  Lima 
is,  that  though  built  on  the  furface  of  the  earth, 
without  any  foundation,  they  have  withftood 
thofe  violent  earthquakes,  which  overthrew  the 
moft  folid  fabrics.  This  peculiarity  is  likewifc 
found  in  the  walU  of  other  towns  throughout  the 
plain. 

Daring  our  artifls  ftay  at  I/ima,  they  laboured 
inceflantly  to  put  the  country  into  the  beft  pofturc 
of  defence,  in  cafe  the  £ngliih  Ihould  invade  it. 
At  the  fame  time  four  men  of  war  were  feut  to 
cruife  off  the  coaft  of  Chili,  and  to  viiit  the  ifland 
aof  Juan  Fernandez*,  in  order  to  attack  the  En- 
gliih  fquadron,  on  its  firll  appearance  in  the  South 
Seas.  But  after  cruifing  there  a  conliderable 
time,  they  returned  to  Callao,  without  receiving 
the  lead  information  of  any  foreign  ihips  having 
Ijeen  feen  in  thofe  feas  j  and  immediately  refum- 
ed  their  unfinifhed  menfuration  cf  an  arch  of  the 
meridian. 

:  Before  they  had  completed  their  work,  an  ex- 
prefs  arrived  at  Quito,  with  the  particulars  of  the 
luccefs  of  the  Engliih  on  thelc  coalls,  and  that 
they  had  facked  the  town  of  Paita.  Our  artifts 
therefore  immediately  returned  to  Lima,  where 

*  Ftom  the  preceding  voyage  it  will  appear,  that  the  Spanl- 
iirds  left  Che  ifland  only  a  t'tvr  days  before  Commodore  Anfvn't 
arrival,  which  fortunate  incident  prevented  his  falling  into 
their  hands ;  as  his  men  were  too  much  afflicted  with  the  fcur- 
vyi  C9  be  able  to  make  any  refiftancc  in  cafe  of  an  attack. 
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♦lify  received  the  command  of  two  frigates,  fit- 
ted out  to  cruife  on  the  coall  of  Chili. 

Chili  is  celebrated  for  its  fertility.  Its  plains, 
eminences,  vallies,  in  ihort  the  whole  kingdom, 
is  an  cbjcft  of  admiration  j  for  fuch  is  the  exu- 
berant fruitfuhiefs  of  the  foil,  that  every  particle 
of  it  feems  to  teem  with  vegetative  life.  In  con- 
fequence  of  this,  agriculture  is  one  of  the  moft 
beneficial  employments.  This  kingdom  abounds 
likewife  in  mines  of  all  kinds^  particularly  in 
thofe  of  gold  and  copper. 

The  manner  of  conducing  the  inland  trade 
with  the  Indians  in  this  quarter,  is  too  remarka- 
ble to  be  omitted.  Thefe  aborigines  are  not  go- 
verned by  caci(jues  like  thofe  ot  Peru  j  the  only 
homage  they  pay  is  to  age  j  and  therefore  the  old- 
eft  perfon  of  the  family  is  refpeded  as  its  gover- 
nor. The  Spanifli  trader  begins  with  offering  the 
chief  of  the  family  a  cup  of  wine,  after  which  he 
difplays  his  wares,  that  the  Indian  may  make  his 
fcle^tion,  mentioning  at  t  he  fame  ti  me  theexpefted 
return.  If  they  agree,  the  Spaniard  makes  him  a 
prefent  of  fome  wine  j  and  the  Indian  chief  informs 
the  community,  that  they  may  trade  with  that  Spa- 
niard as  his  friend.  Relying  on  this  protection,  the 
Spaniard  goes  from  hut  to  hut,  recommending 
himfelf  at  firfl  by  giving  the  head  of  the  family  a 
glafs  of  his  wine.  After  this  they  enter  on  bufi- 
nefs ',  and  the  Indian  having  made  his  choice  of 
what  he  wants,  the  trader  proceeds,  vifiting  the 
the  different  huts,  till  he  has  difpofed  of  all  hh 
ftock,  without  receiving  any  equivalent  at  the 
time. 

He  then  returns  to  the  habitation  of  the  chief, 
calling  on  his  cuftomers  in  the  way ;  and  ac-* 
fluainting  them  that  he  is  on  his  return  home. 
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On  this  intimation,  not  one  of  them  fails  tobnn  j 
his  ftipulated  returns  to  the  chief's  hut.  Hciie 
they  take  their  leave  or  him,  with  all  the  appear- 
ance of  a  liucerc  Iricndlhip  ;  and  fometimes  the 
Indians  efcort  him  to  the  frontiers,  and  aHitthim 
in  driving  off*  the  cattle  he  lus  received  in  ex- 
-change  for  his  goods. 

Formerly  thefe  traders  carried  confiderable 
quantities  of  wine  and  other  inebriating  liquors; 
but  this  giving  rife  to  tumults,  which  fometimes 
ended  in  wars,  this  branch  of  trade  has  been  fup- 
preHed,  and  now  no  more  liquors  are  allowed  to 
be  carried  into  the  Indian  territories,  than  what 
will  be  futficient  to  pay  a  harmlefs  compliment 
to  the  mailers  of  families.  The  happy  effects  of 
this  faUitary  prohibition  are  mutually  felt. 

The  Indians  of  Aranco,  Tucapel,  and  others  in 
their  vicinity,  have  hitherto  eluded  all  attempts 
of  the  Spanilh  government  for  reducing  them  to 
lubjedion.  For  in  thisvaft  extent,  when  they 
find  themfelves  prelfed,  they  retire  to  more  inte- 
rior parts,  where,  joining  other  nations,  they  re- 
turn in  fuch  numbers,  that  all  relidance  would 
be  temerity. 

Soon  after  our  artifts  arrived  in  the  bay  of  Con- 
ception, they  joined  the  fifperansa,  a  Spanifli 
man  of  war,  commanded  by  Don  Pedro  Mendi- 
nuetta,  who  had  found  means  to  double  Cap© 
Horn  and  reach  this  port.  Being  quickly  joined 
by  Admiral  Pizarro,  who  took  upon  him  the 
command  of  the  fquadron,  they  failed  for  Valpa- 
raifo,  where  they  found  the  Louis  Erafme,  Notre 
Dame  de  la  Deliv.'rance,  and  the  Lys,  French  vef-* 
feis,  which  having  been  freighted  as  regilier. 
ih'i^i,  i^ad  touched  (here  to  vend  their  cargoes. 

The 
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The  whole  fleet  now  failed  for  Juan  Fernan- 
dez, and  thence  to  Callao,  where  they  arrived  on 
the  24th  of  June. 

Our  artifts  once  more  returntd  to  Quito 
"where  they  finiilied  their  meafurement?,  and  then 
procetded  to  Lima,  in  order  to  obtain  a  paflnge 
for  Spain.  At  Callao,  however,  they  fell  in  with 
the  Deliverance  and  Lys,  French  Ihips,  preparing 
to  fail  for  Europe.  This  was  an  opportunity  nut 
to  be  omitted;  and  accordingly  Don  George  Ju- 
an embarked  in  the  latter,  and  Don  Antonio  de 
Ulloa  in  the  former. 

They  left  Callao  on  the  22d  of  November,  and 
were  foon  joined  by  the  Louis  Erafme  and  the 
Marquis  d' An  tin ;  but  the  Lys  fpringing  a  leak 
was  obliged  to  return.  The  reft  of  the  fqnadron, 
however,  had  the  good  fortune  to  double  Cape 
Horn  without  meeting  with  the  violent  ftorms  fo 
jfrequently  fatal  to  mariners  in  thofe  latitudes. 
Having  taken  in  fupplies  and  repaired  their  iliat- 
tered  lliips  in  the  road  of  Ferdinando  de  Narona, 
pn  the  coaft  of  Braiil,  on  the  10th  of  June  17^"^* 
they  again  fet  fail,  and  flattered  themCelves  that 
fhe  danger  of  the  voyage  was  now  at  an  flhd.  But 
pn  the  21ft  of  July,  they  difcovercd  two  fail 
within  three  leagues  of  them,  and  foon  approach- 
ing within  cannon  ftiot,  the  ftrangers  hoifted 
Englifh  colours  and  formed  their  line,  while  the 
French,  though  little  in  a  condition  for  fighting, 
likewife  prepared  for  a6tion. 

The  enemy,  who  afterwards  proved  to  be  pri^ 
vatcers,  were  conlidcrabiy  fuperior  in  force.  Tliey 
were  named  the  Prince  Frederic,  Captain  Talbot  j 
and  the  Duke,  Captain  Morecock.  After  a  ftiort 
cont€ft.  the  Marquis  d'Antin  ftruck,  after  loiing 
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her  captain,  and  receiving  Cevcral  fhots  bet  Teen 
wind  and  water. 

The  captain  of  the  Deliverance,  the  headmoll 
ihip,  lecing  one  of  his  conforts  tal;;en,  pnidcntljr 
crowded  fail  and  endeavoured  to  efcape,  while  the 
Louis  trafme  did  the  fame.  Howf^vcr  the  latter 
was  foou  obliged  to  yield  j  and  while  the  priva- 
teers were  occupied  with  each  a  prize,  thi^  Deli- 
verance had  the  good  fortune  to  cfcape. 

The  captain  of  the  Deliverance  began  to  felici- 
tate himfclf  on  his  fortune;  and  conl'ulting  with 
his  officers  what  courfe  was  moll  advifable  to 
ileer,  one  of  them,  acquainted  with  Louiibourg, 
recommended  that  port,  which  being  the  Ihortelt 
navigation,  the  captain  yielded  to  his  fuggeilions, 
after  the  plan  had  been  approved  of  both  by  the 
officers  and  the  palfengers. 

On  the  liith  of  Auguft,  they  faw  a  brigantinc 
plying  in  for  Louilbourg,  on  which  the  Deliver- 
ance hoifted  French  colours,  which  was  anfwereJ 
by  the  other  tiring  two  or  three  guns.  This, 
however,  occalioned  no  un^ialinefs ;  and  in  a 
fhort  time,  two  men  of  war  coming  out  of  the 
barboiil§iftill  they  fuppofed  thefe  might  belong 
to  a  fqtiadfon  of  their  country's  (kips,  guarding 
that  important  place  j  and  that  the  brigantinc 
might  be  fome  privateer,  with  a  defign  on  the 
iiihery.  And  here  the  reader's  imagination  will 
picture  the  complacency  and  joy  which  filled  eve- 
ry heart,  when  they  fancied  themfelves  approach- 
ing the  end  of  all  their  difallersj  and  the  keen 
(' fappointraent  they  felt,  when  their  vitionary 
fchemes  of  delight  ended  in  the  real  miferies  of 
captivity- — for  the  place  wa.'^  then  in  the  hands  of 
the  £ngliili;  and  the/  found  it  impoliibk  to 
^gkt  or  fly. 

The 


The  brigantiiic,  which  carrif  d  fifty  gtin§,  took 
iK)ire(rion  of  the  Deliverance,  and  carried  a  very 
rich  prize  into  port,  while  the  two  men  of  war, 
which  were  the  Sunderland  and  the  Chefter,  wtrc 
ready  to  have  yielded  any  requifite  allil^ance. 

Our  author  informs  us,  that  all  his  fecret  pa- 
pers were  formed  into  a  packet,  and  that  he  had 
given  orders,  that  in  cafe  he  ihonld  fuddenly  fall 
in  any  a6tion,  to  have  them  thrown  into  the  fea. 
When  therefore  it  was  found  iniprafticable  to 
efcape,  he  threw  tlie  packet,  loaded  with  bullets 
iiito  the  fea  himfclf  j  but  all  the  papers  relative 
to  the  menfuration  of  the  degrees  of  the  meridi* 
an,  together  with  the  phyfical  and  artronomical 
obfervations,  he  faved  j  knowing  that  the\r  con- 
tents M'ere  of  univerfal  Loncern,  and  that  no  na* 
tional  injury  could  be  fuflained  from  their  infpec^ 
lion.  But  fearing  left  they  ibould  be  abulcd  or 
confounded  with  others  of  lefs  importance,  he 
thought  proper  to  acquaint  the  Englilh  captains 
on  what  fervicc  he  had  been  employed,  and  re- 
commended his  manufcripts  to  their  care.       .  — 

Don  Ulloa  being  fent  to  England,  was  confined 
at  Farehnm,  a  pleafant  village  at  the  bfttomof 
Portfmouth  harbbur.  "  And  here,"  fays  be,  *^  I 
muft  not  omit  the  courtefy  and  generofity  of 
Captain  Brett  of  the  Sunderland,  to  all  the  pri- 
foners  of  any  rank,  whom  he  not  only  admitted  to 
his  own  table,  but  prevailed  on  the  bther  offi- 
cers to  follow  his  good  example  j  and  whp  feem*- 
ed  to  vie  in  civility  towards  us,  and  humanity 
towards  the  common  men,  fparing  for  nothing  to 
alleviate  our  misfortunes."  , 

Our  author  was  cotnmitted  to  the  care  of  Mr. 
Brookes,  commilfary  for  French  'prifoners,  and 
paints  hiii  gratitude  to  him  and  to  Mr.  Kickman 

who 


"T 


^gd  yOYAOB  OF 

who  afted  in  the  fame  capacity  for  the  Spaniards, 
in  the  moll  glowing  colours.  By  the  aliillance  of 
thele  gentlemen  he  was  enabled  to  prefent  a  pe- 
tition to  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  then  firft  lord  of 
the  admiralty,  to  obtain  his  papers  ;  and  the  an- 
fvver  returned  was  honourable  to  Englilhmen — 
they  gave  Ulloa  to  underftand,  that  they  were  not 
at  war  with  the  arts  and  fciences,  or  their  profef- 
fors  J  that  the  Britifl\  cultivated  them,  and  that 
it  was  the  glory  of  its  minilters  and  great  meil 
to  encourage  and  protect  them. 

Soon  after  our  author  obtained  permiffion  to 
repair  to  London,  that  he  might  renew  his  felici- 
tations with  greater  eafe  and  efFeft.  Here  he 
met  with  the  moll  diftinguillied  attention  from 
the  great  and  the  learned  j  and  acknowledges 
his  fenfe  of  the  kindnefles  he  received  in  a  man* 
per  that  Ihews  he  deferved  them. 

His  papers  having  been  examined  by  Mr. 
Foikes,  prefident  of  the  Royal  Society,  who  made 
a  very  favourable  report,  they  were  immediately 
delivered  up  to  him ;  .and  as  a  more  illuilriou^ 
tellimony  of  efteem,  he  was  admitted  into  the 
Royal  Sbciety,  as  a  reward  for  what  he  had  done 
in  the  fervice  of  mankind,  by  contributing  to  the 
improvement  of  fcience.* 

Don  Ulloa,  in  fumming  up  the  favours  receiv- 
ed, gives  this  brilliant  teftimony  to  the  national 
credit:  •*  A6lions  like  thefe,"  fays  he  "  con- 
vinced me  of  the  fincerity  of  the  Englilh,  their 
benevolence,  and  di(intereil«d  complaifance.  I 
obferved  the  tempers,  cuftoms,  government,  and 
police  of  this  praife-worthy  nation,  which,  in  its 
oeconomical  condu6l,  and  focial  virtues,  may 
^ervc  as  a  pattern  to  the  xcH  of  the  world.'* 

Being 
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Being  next  prefented  with  his  liberty,  which 
had  been  granted  on  his  iirft  folicitation,  our  au- 
thor embarked  at  Falmouth  in  the  packet  boat, 
and  reached  Madrid  on  the  2t)th  of  July  174(5. 

Soon  after  his  arrival,  his  fovereign  ordered 
his  papers  to  be  publifhed  r.nder  his  Gv;n  patron- 
age ;  and>  from  the  authentic  nncnioifSi  with 
which  he  fnvonred  the  world,  the  psccedisig 
pages  have  been  compiled.  We  wilh  it  always 
Ml  to  our  lot  to  record  kbours  fo  meritorious, 
and  to  felctt  from  materials  fo  inteiefiing  aiid 
corred. 
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